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rf""'HE Annual Meeting was held at Taunton Castle on Satur­
_l day, March 24th. All the officials were re-elected, and 

the Treasurer's balance amounted to £3 lls. 8d., after paying 
for nine new mahogany drawers in, and alterations to the 
carcase of, one of the Cabinets in the Museum. The Treasurer's 
and Secretary's accounts were passed, and various field­
meetings arranged, some of which did not come off on account 
of the impossibility, this unkind season, of forecasting a 
tolerable day for them. 

L E PIDOPTJDR.A. 

Amongst Lepidoptera very little of interest has resulted, 
but Mr. A. R . Hayward has taken one Micro new t o the county, 
viz. Depressaria pallorella, Zell. , which occurs at flowers of the 
Greater Knapweed in June. It is worth mention t hat Mr. 
C. J. Perrens took last year a specimen of Caradrina exigiia a t 
t he Bridgwater Brick P onds (28.vm.23). 

H Y MENOP 'l'ERA. 

Not ·a single I chneumon is on record for Somerset. It was 
the only group of H ymenoptera of any importance ·which was 
passed over in t he " Victoria County H istory " of 1906. The 
following is a first instalment, for the identification of which 
I desire to express my thanks to Mr. G. T . Lyle, who informs 
me that, owing to his restricting his work to the Braconidce 
group, he had some of t hem named by Mr. Claude Morley; 
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which latter gentleman has kindly consented to act as our 
referee for the Ichneumon · in future. 

I chneiimonicfre. 

Ooelichneumon leucocerus, Grav. "\Vithycombe, West Somer-
set, 1910 (H .S.). 

C. li1ieator, Fabr. Stawell, Bridgwater, 1911 (H.S.) . 
Ichneumon confusoriiis, Grav . Stawell, 1911 (R.S .). 
Hervest01nus briinneicornis, Gr . Crook's Peak, 4.v .14 (Rev. 

S. 0. :Ridley) . 
JYiezotinus obnoxius. Gr. With_vcombe, 12.v.r.10 (R.S. ). 
Oryptus obsciirus, Gr. Stawell, 1911 (R.S.). 
Oratocryptus parvulus, Gr. Frome, 2.vu.14 (S.O.R.). 
Glyphione1nus brevis, Gr. Cheddar, 19.vur.ll (Rudd). 
Pimpla. investigator, F ab. Stawell, l.rx.12 (H.S.). 
P . maculator, F ab. Cannington , 7 .vu.lG (H.S.). 
P. turionellce, Linn. Shapwick, 29.v. 12 (H.S. ). Also Crook's 

P eak , v .14 (S.O.R.), and Leigh Woods, "Aug ." (Hudd). 
Lisonota bellator, Gr. Crook's P eak , 26.iv .14 (S.O.R. ). 
Prometheus sidcator, Gr. Crook 's P eak, 8.VI.14 (S.O.R.). 
Homocidus dimidiatus, Sehr. Cheddar, 19.vrn.ll (Rudd). 
Exyston brevipetiolatum, Th. Cheddar, 19.Vllr.ll (Rudd). 
Lathrolestus ungularis, Thms. Leigh Woods, " Oct ." (Hudd). 
Oampoplex falcator , Fab. Stawell, vn.1911 (H.S. ). 
C. myrtillus, Desv. Shapwick, 22.vu.ll (H.S. ). 
Phobocarnpa crassiiiscula, Gr. Ex. Halias vrasinana pupa. 

Stawell, bred, 1911 (H.S.). 
A11ilasta nificinctci, Gr. F lax Bour ton ,' I X (Hudd). 
Nemeritis nifipes, Bclg. Crook's Peak, l.v. 14 (S.O.R. ). 
Ophion litteus, Linn. Stawell, 5.VII.12 (R.S .). 
Paniscus melaniirus, Tb. Crook's Peak, 26.vI.14 ($.O.R.). 

Braconidce. 

Apanteles lriangulator, Herm. Ex. larva of Pseudoter1ma 
cytisaria (n " N. Som. 1914 " (Hudd). 

Microgaster alvearius, Spin. E x . larva of P seudoterpna 
cytisaria (n "N. Som . 1914" (Hudd). 
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JJI. 111inul1ts . .Rim. Ex. larva of Cleora glabraria, W. Som. 
1911 (H.S.). 

JVI. c,-assicornis, R uthe. Ex. larva of Eu71ithecia campanit­
lata . Limpley Stoke, l l.v. 14 (Robertson) . 

.llfacJ"oce11lius abdominalis, Fab. Host. elate. and captor not 
mentioned. 

APID.1-:. 

The following are excerpts from a Ji L sent by Dr. R. C. L . 
Pcrkius, F.R.s. , to Mrs. Jermyn . of Aculeates named by him 
for t he late Col. J ermyn and are a ll Somerset records : 

Bombus so,·oe·nsis, .Fabr. Crewkerne, Aug. l 924 (Dr. 
P erkins) . 

B. muscorum, L. ( 9 and probably if)). Shapwick, 1923 
(C'ol. J ermyn). 

B. latreillellus, Kirb. Ashcott, L923 ('I'.J.}. 
Psithyrus distinctus, Perez. Weston-s.-M., 1923 (T.J.). 
A ndrena rnricins, Ro si. 1\Iinehead and vVembdon, 1923 

('£ .. f. ). 
A . spinigera, K. Wembclon. 1923 (T.J .) ( = A . trimmerana, 

K.). 
T1espidce. 

Odynerus lcevipes ( ). Shapwick. 1923 (T.J .). 
Salius obtusiventris ( ). Crewkerne, 1924 (Dr. Perkins). 
l\Ir. A. H. Martineau , F.L.S. , of Crewkerne, is kindly under-

taking the reporting of t he Aculcata in t he Colonel's place, 
and Dl'. P 0rkins has been good enough to agree to act a· 
referee. 

MALLOPHAGA (Bird-lice). 

These are heing steadily worked at by N[r. C'oldstream 
Tuckett, none having been as yet recorded from t he county. 
To introduce t he subject, his foroword suys, " Theil' food 
consists of t he feathers, or hair, of t heir host, and exfoliated 
particles of skin. The classification cf the group, an d its de: 
termination into genera and species. is st ill in the melt ing-pot, 
hut in all probability there are some 400- 500 known species in 
Somerset. In many cases the same species occurs on dilleren t 
hosts : for instance, Trinoton querquedulce occurs on most of 
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our wild ducks. On the other hand the same specie·· of bird 
may have as guest s severa l different species of :Mallophagon, 
as the domestic fowl, which harbours at least five species, of 
which four are in this list. In conclusion. it would be of the 
great est help if others interested in ornithology or entomology 
would only forward to me or to Mr. Slater either the fresh 
bodies of dead birds picked up, or a tube containing the para­
sites, if any. They are entirely harmless as far a humans a re 
concerned.'' 

Order Anoplura, Leach uborder Malloplwga. _._ itzsch. 
Super family Amblycera, K ellogg. 

M enoponidm. Host. 
Menopon ridibimdiim, Denny . Shelduck , Sand Point, 

2.Ix .22. 
M. gallince, L. Domestic fowl, Tickenham. 4.vc.22. 
M. stramineum, Nitzch. Domestic fowl, Tickenbam, 4.vr.22. 
M. vici, Denny. Green Woodpecker , Cadbury Camp, near 

Clevedon, 10.vr.22. 
M. eurystcrnum, Nitzch. Magpie, Barrow Gurney, 14.r.22. 
M. minus, Piagct. Little Owl, Portisheacl, 5.xu.22. 
Colpocephalum subiequale, N. Rook, Flax Bourton, 12.v.23. 
C. decimfasciatum, Bois and L ac. H eron. Brocklc,v Combe. 

5.rv.23. 
0 . ochraceum, N. Grey Plover. R inged Plover. Dunlin, 

Portishead, various dates. 
C. scopularium, Neumann. House Sparrow, Redhill, 10.I.22. 
Myrsidea cucullaris, N. Starling, Bullock's Bottom, PorL-

bury , 8 .m.22. 
J.Yl. gonophaea, Burmeist er. Rook, Flax Bourton, 12.,·.23. 
M. anatlwrax, N. Jackdaw, Barrow, l.v.23. 
Dennyus truncatus, Olfers. Swift, Blagdon,· 22.v.23. 
Trinoton querquedidce, L. Teal, 27.x .21., Barrow. 
Pseiulomenopon triclens, N. Moorhen . Portishcad , 5.x.2!3. 

Super-family Jschnocera, K ellogg. 

Trichodectidce. 
Trichodectes caprae, Gurl. Goat, Cannington, 21.x.21. 
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T. canis, Dcgeer. Dog, Barrow, 22.xI.2] . 
T. mustelae, Schrank. Stoat, Cadbury Camp. U.vr.22. 
T. subrostratus. N. Cat , Portishead. 

Gonioclinr,e. 
Goniodes dissimilis, N. Domestic fowl , Cannington , a.vru.23. 
Goniocotes bidentatus, Scopoli. Wood Pigeon, Portishead, n.d. 
Lipeurus heteroglyphus, N . Domestic fowl. Cannington, 

3.vm.23. 
L. squaliclus, Denny . Duck spp., Banw,v, various elate·. 

Philopterinre. 
Philopterus latifrons, N. Cuckoo, R edhill, n.d. 
P. sturni, Schrank. Starling, Portbury, 8.nI.2:2. 
P. guttatus, N. Magpie, Jackdaw. Rook, see above. 
P. corvi, L. Corvus spp., as above. 
P. subjlavescens, Geoffroy. Many pa serine birds. 
P. gonotlwrax, Giebel. Larus spp. , Port ishead and Barrow. 
P. rnelanocephalits, N. Arctic Tern, Burnham. 7.YHJ. 

P. dentatus, Scopoli. Anas spp. , Barrow. 
P. turdi, Denny. Thrush , Tickenham, n.d. 
P. merulae, Denny . Blackbird, Tickenham. 
P. cephalus, Denny . Sandpiper, Portishead. 
P. auritus, Scop. Green Woodpecker, Cadbury Camp, 

10.vI.22. 
P. conic·us, Denny . Lapwing, Portishead. 
P. variabilis, Denny . Dunlin, Portishead, various dates. 
P. fuliginosus, K ellogg. Grey P lover, Burnham, 29.x.23. 
P . platyrhyncus, N. T awny OwJ , Cadbury Camp. 4.VIU.21. 
Degeerella nebulosa, Burm. Starling, Portbury. 8. in.22; 

Bullfinch , li'ailand, 13.rr.20. 
D. punctata, N. Black-headed Gull, Barrow. n.cl. 
D. obsciira, Burm. Donlin, Portishead , various dates. 
D. rufa, Burm. Sparrow H awk. Charterhouse, 4-.vn.r.23. 
D. juncea, Scop. Lapwing, Portishead, n.d. 
D. (brevipes, Piagct.). Curlew Sandpiper, Portishcad. 
D. (cordata, Osborn.). Curlew, mouth of R. Axe. 23.xI.23. 
D. hiaticulre, Muller. Ringed Plover, Portisheacl. 
D. straminea, Denny. Green Woodpecker, Cadbury Camp, 

10.vr.22. 
D. vanelli, Denny. Grey Plover , Burnham, 29.x .23. 
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0DO"NTA'rA (Dragon-flies). 

J have had no reports on these, nor have I co me across any­
thing of interest except 

Sympetnm1 danae, Siilzer (Scohcm,i, Don. ). 

This has once prevjously been taken in Somer:;et by Me.·srs. 
"\Y. J. Lucas and C. A. Brigg . wh o found it at P inkery (" ' Pink­
" ·orth~· .. ) Pond. a source of t he Earle on the extreme Barn­
staple side of Exmoor. on August 21st, 1899. l t i not however 
mentioned in ,Y. J. Luca ' work, ·' British Dragonflies." I 
took it at Priddy P onds on Mendip (three males) on September 
1 7th. l ~)24. Occurring in the extreme west. and far to t he 
east , in Somerset. it will doubtless be found in intermediate 
localitie::; . It would seem to be a pond . r a ther than a stream 
insect . 

SrPHOXAPTERA (AP11AsrPTERA)- B'leas. 

I am taking t he opportunity, when Diptera and H ymenop­
tera records are scarce, to introduce the first instalment of t he 
Pulicidre of , omerset, which am ount to about one-third of the 
species recorded for Britain. There are several continental 
species. ho,Yever. occurring on host s (especially Bats) found 
in Britain, which have not yet been recorded here. I should 
be very grateful for any help in ext ending my re ·earches, 
e:;pecia Uy for information and facilities respecting hollow trees, 
eaves. or ruin. frequented by bats . Moreover, if any of om· 
ornithological cousin would favour me with bird.' nests of 
any but the commonest birds, talcen jiisl after the yoimg birds 
luwe left them. fmd enclosed in hole-less paper bags, I might be 
able to breed a number of additional species. Hou ·e Mart ins 
are afflicted with a large number of species-i.e. four ! 

I am much indebted to Dr. J ordan. of Tring. for naming the 
following species for me. 
Xenop.sylla cheo11is. Rothsch. One specimen, Barrow, near 

Bristol. 1921. from l\1r. C. Tuckett. A wanderer from hot 
countrie to British ports, inhabiting rats. especially the 
Alexanclrinc rat. This species carries bubonic plague, pro-
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ducing, no doubt, the awful epidemics of this disease at 
pilgrim-frequented shrines in Inclja _ No doubt it was an 
agent in the Black Death or Plague of London. in the XIV 
Century . Originally described b y the late Hon. Charles 
Rothschild from the Sudan. 

Pulex irritans, L. The too-well-known domestic species. :Xot 
recorded officially from Somerset tilJ now ! 

Archaeopsylla erirwcei, Bouche. Common on the hedgehog, 
sometimes in surprising numbers. Cannington. 2.nn.22. 
On this occasion probably 300- 400 of thi, insect fell from 
one chloroformed hedghog. 

Ctenocevhaliis canis, Curtis. Common on clog and cat. 1Vemb­
don , 12.r.24. 

Spilopsyll(), cuniciili, Dale. Abundant on wild rabbit, an.cl 
especially noticeable on their ears. Ficldington, 28.nr.22. 
Al5o occurs on the Wild Cat in Scotland. 

Ceratophyllu.s gallinulce, Dale. On many wild birds (e,:;pecially 
in their nest s). On Blackbird (C. Tuckett) and Thrush 
(Cap t . Troup). Given to me in 1923, but no elate or locality 
to either. 

C. gallince, Schreak. Very common on domestic fowls, and in 
their houses. (Also on cattle in Cowsheds, Cannington, 
5.v .22). 

C. penicilliger, Gri,i be. A common species on field mice and 
voles- also on the stoat, after eating them. Short-tailed 
Field Mouse, Cannington. 29.xu.21. On Bank Vole, Wemb­
clon , l.v:m. 23 (Capt. Troup). 

C. fasciatus, Bose. On rat and house mouse, occasionally on 
field mice, weasel and stoat, Cannington (on brown rat), 
25.IX.22. 

C. mustelae, Dale. On many small rnamma,ls. Short-tailed 
Vole (Microtus agrestis), Canrungton , 15.vnr.21. 

Ctenovhthalmus agyrtes celtici1,S, Jord. and Roths . On many 
small mammals. Cannington, 31.r.22 and 13.IY.:!:~. both 
on Long-tailed Field Mouse (Apodemus sylvaticM). 

Leptopsylla musculi, Duges. On house mouse. Cannington , 
27.v u.23. 

I schnopsylla octacteniis, Kolenati. On bats. From Pipistrelle 
Bat. Cannington, 26.I.24. 
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I. simplex, R oths . R are ; usually on N atterer's Bat only, 
but I h ave taken it from the Whiskered Bat (Cannington, • 
25.rx.23), and also from the L esser Horse-shoe Bat (Cheddar, 
5.m.21) which la t ter, as Dr. Jordan informs me, is a new 
host for the species. 

I. hexactenus, K olenati. On bats . From Whiskered Bat. 
Cannington , 5.nI.21. 

TRICROP'l'ERA (Caddis Flies) . 

I have t aken over the Trichoptera from Colonel J ermyn, 
and Miss E. Mabel Lee and I h ave been devoting some atten­
tion t o them this year. The eccentricit ies of the climate seem 
t o h ave suited them, and t hey have been in evidence in greater 
numbers than usual. W e have not been far afield, ' however , 
an d t he following is the result in new species : 

Phryganea varia. Fab. Turf Moor , 12.vm.24. (Prebendary 
Wickham). 

Micropterna lateralis, Steph. Street, 14.VI.24 (E.i\LL.). 
Bila nigricornis, P ict. Cannington Brook , 7.vr.24 (H.S. ). 
J.lfolanna angustata, Clll't. Street, 28.vr.24 (E.M.L.). 
Adicella, '1'(!,(lucta, McLach . Cannington Brook , 26. vrr.24 

(H.S. ). 
1'inocles assim,ilis, McL ach. Cannington Brook, l.Ix.24 

(H.S.). 
A gapetus clelica,tuliis, McLach. Cannington Brook , l.rx.24 

(H.S .). 
Mi·. M. E . lVIoscley has been kind enough to examine and 

n a me t he above. an.cl. has also offered to act as permanent 
referee for t he Section as far as the Trichop tera and Ephemeridre 
are concerned . I a m sorry , however , to have to add t hat t he 
record of L eptocer'US c01nmutatus, McL., in las t year's report 
has to be deleted. That insect and L. albifrons are much 
alike, and Mi·. Moseley has obtained fresh material t his year, 
and on re-examining t he insects has decided that none of ours 
are L. c01nmutatiis, but all of the latter species. 

CoLEOPTERA (Beetles) . 

The following has been sent t o m e by Miss J oyce Barrington , 
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" ·ho lately distinguished herself by taking a Second Class in 
the Cambridge Science Tripos. 

" Owing to the bad weather throughout the year, and the 
frequent absences of the Recorder from the district, very little 
collecting has been done this season. It is, however, regret­
table that members taking part in the excursions, and col­
lecting in other branches of entomology, do not send more 
specimen of Coleoptcra. either to the Secretary or to the 
Recorder. for identification and inclusion in the records. There 
is a great deal of work yet to be done in the collnty, and it is 
only by co-operation that we can hope to obtain a,nything like 
an ,tdequate knowledge of i ts fauna. As complete data as 
possible Rhould he sent with specimens-date, locality. and, 
if possible. food plant or lurking-place. My thanks are due 
to (!a,pt,. Troup. who assists in every way possible, and to the 
Secretar.'·· who frequent!~, hands over specimen:,; of his own 
collecting. 

'· Of the new records the following arc perhaps t he most 
interesting ; Gallidium variabile, L. An uncommon Longicorn. 
A Rpecimen was sent by Mr. v\Tallace Macmillan. found in a 
piece of wainscot oak in a furni ture factory at Castle Cary. 
Thougl1 t he species does occur in England. it is very probable 
that this specimen was imported from the Continent in the 
timber. 

'· An interesting example of Weevils attacking an unac­
customed food-plant was brought to my notice by the Secretary 
during the, ummer. H e was shown a plant of B itddleia globosa, 
of which the leaves were being demolished by some pei,t. On 
examination he found that beetles were the culprits. and sent 
t hem to me for ident ification. I found two species of Gionus-
0 . scrqpln1larice. L. , and C. blattarice. F ., whose normal foods 
belong to the order Scroplmlariacece- fi.gwort, mulleins. etc. 
B1lddleia globos<t used to be classified in this order, but has now 
been removed to the natural order Loganiacece. E villently 
the \Veevils have not yet accepted the new classificat ion, and 
join issue with the botani sts." (As a curiou8 coincidence, 
certain Lepidoptera-e.g. Giicullia verbasci.- which normally 
feed on Scrophulariaccous plants. also eat Hiicldleia globosa 
freely. H .. ). " A similar occurrence of t he e beetle~. and 
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of an allied species, 0 . pulchellus, Hbst., was reported by nir. 
James J. Walker in E .M.Jl1., Sept., 1914. 

"Several small Water-Beetles have been added to the list 
this season , of which H yclroporus obsoletits, Aub. , and H. 
oblongiis, Steph .. nre rare. H. melanarius affects mossy holes 
amongst Sphagnum, and was found in such situations at 
Priddy-on-Mendip. H ere, too, Gyrinus minutus. F.. was 
taken in some numbers, and also G. elongatus, Ai1b., and its 
variety angustatus. 

"Hyclrochares caraboicles t urned up in some n umbers this 
year in the flood-waters at the edge of peat-boleR at Shapwick. 
I had not previou sly t aken this species in the county . 

Further records are-
Bidessus geminits, F. Shapwick, 22.vm.24. 
Deronecte.s latns, Steph. Cannington Brook, 5.vn.24. 
D. 12-pustulatus, F. Kilve. 5.Ix.24 ; Cannington, 2J.n.24. 
Hydropori1s angustatus, Stm. Shapwick , 18.vr.24 ;. N. 

Petherton, 22.vru.24. 
H . obsoletilS, Aube. Priddy, Mendip, 9.IX.24. 
H. tristis, Pk. Priddy, Mendip, 9.rx.24. 
H . rnelanari11s, Stm. Priddy, Mendip, 9.n.24. 
H. oblongus, Steph. Shapwick, 22.vrn.24. 
Agabus ungnicularis, Th. Shapwick, 22.vnr.24.-
A . paludosus, F. Cha rterhouse-on-Mendip, 9.rx.24. 
Oopelatus agilis, P. Turf :Moor , 16.rv.24 ; N. Petherton , 

22.vm.24. 
Rhantus grapii, Gyll. Turf :i\foor, 16.IV.24; N . Petherton , 

22.VIII.24. 
Gyrinits miniltus, F. Pri,lcly , 9.t x .24 . 
Orectochilu8 1;-illosus, :Mi.ill. Cannington Brook, .3. vn.2-b. 
Berosus luridiis, L. Petherton Levefa, 22 .VUT.24. 
Hydrochares ca.raboirle,s. L . 22.VIII.24. 
Oallidium variribile, L. 7.vn.24." 
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THE 1!)24 Annual :Meeting of t he Section was held at the 
Somerset County }Iuseum on 1'farch 11th, when the 

Rev. F. L. Blathwayt, President, occupied the chair. 
The Treasm er presen ted t he financial statement for 1923, 

which showed a balance in hand on December 3bt of 
£17 14s. 7cl. There was also on deposit at the bank the sum 
of £26 18s. 6cl . . et aside as the Somerset Egg Cabinet Fund. 

The officers of the , ection "·ere re-elected ; and ::\Ir. Lewis 
R. ,¥. L oyd was appointed an additional Recorder for Ea t 
Somen,et. The membership was reported as seventy-two 
ordinary members and one honorary member. 

The Tenth Report on Somerset 13irds (1923), edited by the 
President, was sent out to t he members of the Section at t he 
end of Eebruar_v, 1924. 1t consisted of thirty-eight folios, 
type-written, and wa by far the longest annual report issued 
by t he Section. I t included for t he first time a list of members 
(with adches es), co,ering three pages. Copies of most of the 
reports can still be obtained at prices ranging from l s . 6cl. to 
4s., but the stock of No. Ill (pt. 1) an d No. V (for 1918) is 
exhau tecl. R eport :Ko. I became incorporated in ~ o. II 
which covers the period , l Rfl."i-1 !H2. 

The Section has decided to print the E leventh R eport on 
Somer. et Birds for 1924. adopt ing t,he same size of page as t.he 
Proceedings of the ociety. Thi.- report, which will he limited 
to 150 copies, will con tain the Map of the County showing t he 
seven Ornithological Districts,- <lrawn by lVIr. B. W. Tucker , 
F.z.s. A copy of thi · map is also included here (Plate III). 

Vol. LXX (Fottrth Series, Vol. X ), Part I. E 
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As the other sections have mentioned t he activit ies of the 
South-\Vestern Na turalists' Union at its second annual 
gathering held at Taunton last "Whitsuntide. it " ·ill not be 
necessar.v to enlarge upon the subject here. 

No books were purchased during the year. but a few ornitho­
logical ,Yorks, chiefly relating to India, were given to the 
Library by Lt.-Colonel A. E . Sealy. 

I n t he afternoon of October 7th , after the morning meeting 
of the Section, Mr. Henry Balfour. F.R.S., F .z.s . , lectured in 
the Municipal H all at a joint meeting with the Taunt on I<ield 
Club, on " The Life History of the Gannets of the Bass Rocle" 
The lecture was illustrated by a large series of lantern slides 
reproduced from excellent photographs taken by :Mr. Lewis 
Balfour (the lecturer's son ). Both lecturer and photographer 
were cordially t hanked. The members of the Section were 
afterwards entertained to Tea at Taunton Castle by the 
Taunton Field Club. 

H. '''l'. GEORGE GRAY. 



KEY TO THE DISTR I CT~ 

1 . Notth .Somersec.-- - - - - "Z. Tcu-<.nCon. D,"str,"cl:----·- · 

n_ Ecal"Somel'.5et--- ·- ··-•·Yl. Sou.tli Somt'r.sel: - ---· - ·· 
m- J'lfe n.d. ,i,, D ,~ tr,"ct •• • • - - - m. E ,crnoor D,.st-rtcf: __ - ••• · ·­

.IIL Centta.l Somefsel:-- --·· 

BRISTOL CHANNEL 

D E 

WA L E 

J3Rl1:J G WA TE~ 

.B A Y 

.D 

MAP OF SOMERSET SH0 WINC THE ORNITHOLOGICAL DISTRICTS. 

PLATE III. 



~be 1l3otattical %,ection. 

President--}.'fr. J. W. WmTE, F.L.s. 

Committee-Dr. H. DowNEs, F.L.S., Mr. N . G. HADDEN, Miss I. M . 
.ROPER, F.L.S. , Mr. H. S. THOMPSON, Dr. ,v. WATSON, A.L.S. 

,<.',ct(/m·y an!l '.l'reasurer-M,·. W. D. }.fTLT,En, Auclre.,·, Bt,rnham-on-Sea. 

THE annual general meeting was held at t he :~Vlu. eum, 
Taunton Castle, on Januar.v 29th, 1924. Dr. D ownes 

prc:-:iclccl over a good attendance. The usual businesR was 
transacted , am\ t he report of t he Committee was adopted. The 
account.-; were passed showing a balance in hand of £13 ll s . 6d., 
and of this sum £3 was voted to t he Library Conm1ittee of the 
Parent Society, £1 to the Sharpham Moor Plot fund, and an 
amount not exceeding £1 ls. Od. to t he expenses connected 
with the Yi::<it of the South ·w estern Natnrali, ts' rnion to 
Taunton. 

A field day was held on May 29th to H am Hill. By the 
courtesy of Lord Curzon t he par ty was shown over the grounds 
of ) Iontacute H ouse. They are extensive. and a considerable 
part is occupiorl by turf and yew hedges, while palms and h alf 
hard.,· shrubs appear to do well . The part_;· then walked to 
Ham Hill. and were t he guests to tea of the local members of 
the Parent Society at t he finely situated Prince of \i\'ales Hotel, 
returning to :i\'Iontacutc Station on foot. Generally the flora 
wa,- in a backward state, but t here was ample material for 
di'lcussion. and opportunity to acquire accurate knowledge of 
common but often difficult Rpecie;;. Among plant:,: not pre­
viously recorded from t he district Geranium pyrenaicU?n, 
Arabis hirsuta. a,nd Vicia sylvaticci were noticed. 

On June H)th a large party met a!, .A. hcott Station . after a 
short Yisit t,o the river bank and railwa_;· Riding at Highbridge. 
From ~.\shcott a walk of one mile eastward occupied four 



h:ii T!te B otanical Section. 

hours-wit h a shor t interval for lunch in t he open-there being 
much of interest on the way. Some of the par ty visited the 
n ewly acquired Sharpham Moor P lot, where lVJr. Thompson 
poin ted out several good plants. Fine weather a llo" ·ed of 
al fresco tea, a nd the return was made by the same route. 
Among plants noticed were Galiitm vaillantii, Oare~; .fi-lifon11is, 
Onicus zxtliistris x vratensis, Pinguie,ula lusitanie,a, Drosera 
longifolia, Stellarict 71aliistris, Osmiincla regalis and Rhamnus 
frangulci. The commoner peat moor plants ·were in profusion , 
t hough the late sea.·on was noticeable. Fine weather. the 
presence of several good botanists and an excellent tea com­
bined to make t he outing a pleasant and successful on e. 

On July 17th a small party drove over, via Rlagdon, to 
Bewley D mvn near Chard. The Down consists of undulating 
slopes rising to 800ft. a nd par tially wooded. There a re th e 
usu al Blackdown bogs, t he porous Greensancl clisch~~rgi.ng its 
moisture where it lies on the impervious Lias, and the flora is 
identical with tha.t of similar bogs nearer T aunton : it i,:; how­
ever unusually rich and appears to Jack no member of this 
plant association. The absence of Wahlenbergia hederacea on 
Black.clown in Somerset may b e remarked, though it is ,;o 
frequent on similar ground (though of older formation) in the 
west of the County, and occurs locally on the P eat }Ioor. 
Dr. Downes r eports that the p lant is found not infrequently 
on t he Devon side of the Blackdowns, where the GrPensand 
overlies the Trias, and suggests t he deduction that Trahlen­
bergia is calcifuge in constit ut ion. All the sunde"\\·,; were 
present, including D. obovata. Racliolci millegrana, Scirpus 
setaceus, a white flowered form of Sciitellaria minor were 
noticed, and a form of Carex fulva bearing constant ly only a 
single very short fertile spike adjacent to the m ale one. On 
t his occasion observations were impeded by heavy rain all day. 
The party was m ost hospitably entertained · to tea b~· :i\>liss 
Beviss at W ambrook , and drove back by Staple Fitzpaine, 
collecting Scleranthus cmniius and Tr~folium, fragif erum on the 

I way. 
In June the South vVesteTn Naturalists' U nion, under the 

Presidency of Ptof. C. Lloyd Morgan , F.R.s ., h onoured Taunton 
by a visit. Among other activities of the U nion, successful 
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botanical excursions were undertaken to BathpooJ, to Blue 
Anchor and M:inchead, and to Bri tty Common and " ' iclcombe 
~Ioor. 

:Meteorologically the season has been adver~e to field botany, 
an exceptionally la te spring being followed almost a t once by 
per,.:i,.;tent wet weather continued into late a nt umn. Plants 
in flower on March 1.- t thro ughout Britain were less than 
60 per CC'nt. of a normal year , and more than one summer vi. it 
to the peat moors p roved abort ive o,,.-ing to the .flooded heath 
and brimming rhines. While certain specie,.; must have had 
a hard struggle to mature their seed , it is quite pos ible that 
others may have benefited by comparative rest and ample 
moi,-ture, and observations in the coming .·cason may be 
u8efull)· directed to any s uch results. Luxurian t vegeta tive 
gro"·th has be<'n remarkable throughout the summer. 

In pitc of d ifficulties much good work has been done, and 
::;ome 300 notes have been sent in. Of these a election 
follows :-
Draba muralis L. (0) Limestone cleft between Charterhouse 

nnd Priddy. H . S . Thomvson. 
S i8ymbriwn sophia L. (3) King;;ton Mills. Taunton. W . 

Watson. 
E r!rimum orientale 1\fill . (8) Berrow. Jviiss S tewart. 
T eesdalia nudiccwlis Br. (4) R e-discovered in what was prob­

a bly Sowerby's olrl. station. A few small plants over a very 
limited area. H. Downes and Tr. D. Jliiller. 

, 1"lene noct~ftora L . (9) Cornfield on high ground aboYe "\Vraxall. 
}.:. r. Sandwith. 

Jlali:a moschata L. var. heterophylla Lej. (3) Orchard P ortman. 
Jr. Tratson. (10) R oadside, K e_vnsham. H. S . T hompson. 

Geranium sanguineum L. (9) Cheddar Gorge. B . A . Lowe. 
G. pyrenaicum Btu-m. fil. Thu species has been reported from 

i::ix new stations in Coun ty diviflions (3) . (4) and (10). Dr. 
Downc noticed it on a hill top on the disused FoR e Way , 
near B adstock , at least a mile from any dwelling, and sug­
geRts the possibility of it being a Roman introduction. 

Vicia sylvatica L . (4) Hill side above 1\Iontacute. H. Downes. 
V. sepimn L . f. alba Rouy . (3) Staplegrove. ll!frs. Watson. 
Lothyrus aphaca L. (2) Watchet. W . Tratson. 
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Chrysosplenium alternifolium L. (3) Bishop's Lydeard. Mrs. 
Walson. 

Serliim dasyphylliwi L. (4) Coat, Martock; (5) Long Snt.ton. 
H. Downes. 

Ccvucali.s latifolia L. (10) Waste ground, Brislington. Jfiss 
Roper. 

Hieracium maculatum Sm . (10) Old pit heaps, ::Vlide.:ornor 
Norton. H. Downes. 

Sambuciis ebulus L. (6) Roadside hedge, above Staple Common. 
N . G. Hadden. (3) Thurlbeare. General Frith. 

Valerianella carinata Lois. (3) Walls at Mill Cross, King,:;ton; 
Cotford and Upper Cheddon. vV. Watson. 

S enecio vulgaris L . var. racliatiis Koch. (2) Porlook shingle. 
N. G. Hadden. (8) Highbridge Station . W. D . Miller. 

S. sylvaticiis L. (10) Grayfield , voocl, Hallatrow. JYiiss Roper. 
0noporclurn acanthium L . (8) R iver bank, Bason Bridge. lV. 

Watson. 
Jasione montana L . With white flower;:: . (2) Hedgebank near 

Elworthy . W . Watson. 
Verbascum lychnitis L. X thapsus L. (2) A plant which appears 

to be this hybrid was gat,hered in the Bossingt.on locality for 
V . lychnitis in August by Mrs. White. N . G. Hadden . 

V . blattaria L. (9) A fine colony of tall p lants in thicket near 
Bleadon. Flowers white with pale violet-pink fltrnh , es­
pecially t he underside of the two small upper lobe,;. H. S . 
Thompson. 

0 henopoclium bonus-henricus L. (5) By the river, L ong Loacl ; 
(6) Roadside, Churchinford. H. Downes. 

Empetrum nigrum L. (2) There are m any plants a.long the 
Cloutsham Langcombe H ead roacl. Although local on 
Exmoor, it is still plentiful near Dunkery Beacon and t,here 
are small patches on Hor ner Hill ; in Horner Woods. near 
Yealscombe; near Whitestones on Porlock Hill; on Yearnor 
Moor; and near the top of Haddon H ill. (div. l ). !V. G. 
H aclden. 

Ophrys muscifera Huels. (10) W ellow. H. Downes . 
Habenaria viridis Br. (9) In great quantity in rough pa·4 ure 

near Shipham. H. S. 1.'hompson. 
Allium oleraceum L. (3) Wembdon Hill. E . J. Hamlin. 
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Paris quadrifolict L. (3) Fivehead Hill. W. S. and Mrs. Parry. 
Juncus compress1is Jacq. (4) Stoke-under-Ham; (8) Horn­

blotton, by side of Fosse Way. H. Downes. (3) Corfe. W. 
Watson. 

Wolffia arrhiw Wimm. (3) Pond near Cannington Parle E. J. 
Hamlin. 

Eriophorum gracile Roth. (4) Discovered by Mr. Marshall in 
1915 this plant has since been rather elusive. On June 23rd 
this year it was seen in some quantity and fine condition 
near the original spot. It flowers some weeks later than 
E. angustifolium with which it grows. W. D. Miller. 

Garex pciiraei F. Schultz. (10) In some plenty over Pennant 
grit near Keynsham. C. E. Salmon remarks that in his ex­
perience it is as widely distributed as contigua. N. Y. 
Sandwith . Widely divergent authoritative statements have 
been made with regard to the classification and nomen­
clature of the 0 . muricata group of sedges. There should be 
ample material in Somerset for an exhaustive examination 
of most of the points involved. 

G. pallescens L. (8) Ashcott Moor and Sharpham Moor Plot. 
Tall in both places. H. S. 'Thompson. 

C. extensa Good. (9) On the coast between Portishead and 
Walton Bay. H . .f. Gibbons. 

C. vesicaria L. (4) Between Muchelney and Langport, in the 
marshes beside a rhine; abundant. H. Downes. 

Alopeciirus bulbosus Gouan. (8) In submaritime pasture by 
R. Brue near Highbridge. Mr. H. J·. Gibbons noted the 
plant t here in 1923. N . Y. Sanclwith. 

Gastridium lendigerum Gaud. (3) Plentiful on roadside between 
Shoreditch and Corfe. General Frith. 

Asplenium marinum L. (9) Cave at Oharlescombe, near 
Cleveclon. W. Watson. 

Polypodiiim milgare L. var. serratum Willd. ( 4) Crimchard, 
Chard. W. Watson. (9) Tyntesfield, Wraxall. .LWiss Roper. 

Ophioglossum vulgatmn L. (6) Culmhead. W. Watson. 
Botrychium lunaria Sw. (3) Cothelstone. E. J. Hamlin. 

(6) Oulmhead. Miss Roper. 
Equisetiim palustre L. var. polystachium Weigel. (6) Chard 

Common. W. Watson. 
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Lycopodium alpinmn L. (1) Bye Common above VVinsford. 
lYirs. "Browning. The discovery of a third station for this 
species suggests that it may be more widely distributed than 
has been supposed. 
The outstanding record is the addition of the long-sought 

Oarex vesicaria to the Count y flora by Dr. Downes. Dr. Watson 
records a n umber of stations for critical varieties of Viola 
arvensis, JJolygonum avicuwre and various grasses . There is 
an absence of notes on crit ical genera, except by members of 
the Committee, but it is hoped that other members will con­
sider the possibility of attempting something in the nature of 
specia l work. 

Among plants which are extending their area at this t ime 
may be mentioned Ley;iclium clraba, Geranium J]yrenaicum and 
probably Linciria minor. As was expect ed S partinci townsencli 
has taken firm hold on the Gore Sands at Burnha m. A splenium 
septentrionale, after suffering severely in the drought of 1921, 
has re-asser ted itself in it s Porlock locality. 

The following is a short list of species whose scarcity warrants 
absolute protection :­

Teesclalia nuclicaulis . 
Dianthus deltoicles. 
Saxifraga hyvnoides. 
A ntennaria clioicct. 
V accinium vitis-idaea. 
Oxycoccus quaclripetala. 
Audromecla volifolia. 

Pinguicula vulgaris. 
S cirpus holoschmnus. 
Oarex digita,ta. 
Lycopoclii1m selago. 
L . alpinum. 
A splenium sevtentrionale. 

Botanists will have learnt with deep regret of the death of 
J\fr. ,fames Britte11, F .L.S . , for forty-five years Editor of the 
Journal of Botany. An obituary notice appears in the Journal 
for December, 1924. 

It may be of interest to state that during the last five years 
about 2,000 new s tations have been recorded in connection 
wit,L. 860 speeies a,nu varieLies . 

The County Herbarium continues to benefit by th.e generous 
work of lVIr. Cowan. The number of members is at present 57. 

Dr. \iVatson h as made a large number of important vice­
County records of Cryptogamic plants, and publishes the 
following notes :-
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MOSSE S. 

The following are new vice-County records : 
Phascum ffoerkeanum, Staplegrove. 
Ulota ludu:igii , Combe St. Nichola~. 
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Fissidens adiantoicles var. colliwus, Ke,Tstoke. (Th is was given 
a~ doubtful in my " M.os ·c:; of Somerset," but l\fr. Dixon h as 
recently confirmed my determination). 

'l'orlllla rnraliformis, M:inehead. 
Zygodon conoideus. Dulverton. 
Dicranmn bonjeani var. nigifolimn, Holford Combe. 
Eiirhynchimn abbrevialmn, Stogumber. 

Other uncommon mosses noted include Pottia s farkeanum , 
and Amblyskgiwn filicinum var. rnllisclausae, Charlescombe 
near Clevedon. Pottia lanceolata, wall near K ingston. Pleuri­
dim,1 altemifolimn, Kingston. J'oriula mutica, Bathpool. 
'J'riclwstomum crispulum var. elaium, ~ ·atehet. ll"ebera tozeri, 
Kingston and ·wa ·hford. Brachylhecimn salebrostt1n var. 
palusli'e. The latte.r was collected b~· the R ev. C. Parfitt at 
Bagborough in 1872, and wa,· labelled Bitrhynchium striatimi. 
l\Ir. Dixon comments on it as follows : " The lea ,·es are unusually 
c.lenticu late and habit is ,rery unu,;ual. " AnothcJ: m oss col­
lected at t he same t ime and at t he sa me place wa labelled 
E. myosuroides by 1\lu. P arfitt, but l\Ir. Dixon con:-ider, it to 
be E. crassi11ervi111n. 

Ln"ERWORT ·. 

'Ihe following are new vice-Coun ty records : 
Fossombronia iconclraczelci, Buncombe " Tood. (Previously re­

corded wjth doubt as spore. had not been seen in former 
Rpecimens collected). 

Oephalozia bicuspiclata var. grandifolia , \Yill's Neck. (tcste 
Macvicar). 

Oez,haloziella lim]Jrichtii, Shap\1·ick. (H. H. Knight). 
Scapania rosacea, Pcniton Co mbe, near l\Iinehead. 
S. irrigi,a. H orner \Vood. 
Oololejeunea rnssettiana, Leigh ' ''oocl (detected by l\Ir. Knight 

in hcrbarium material). 
Other uncommon hepatics noted include Riccia glauca var. 

subinermis, wood near Kingston. Scapanfo h1termedia, Lux-



lxviii T!tc Botanical Section. 

borough. Ancum incurvcita, Watchet. Ricciocarvus natans, 
Nailsea (N. Y. Sandwith). JJfarchesinia maclcaii, Leigh Wood 
(detected in herbarinm material by J\1:r. Knight). 

LICH EXS. 

The following are new vice-County records : 
Lichina confinis, on the co:1st nen.r Clevedon. 
Gollema glciucescens, Somerton. 
G. cercvnoicles, ~Iinehead Warren. 
Galicimn pusillwn. Combe St. Nicholas. 
Trachylia tigillaris, Triscombe. 
Plachodiw,i teiclwlytim1,. Staplegrove. 
Lecanora smnlmci, Culmhead. 
Lecania syringea, Somerton. 
L. cyrtella, Broomfield. 
R inodina soplwdes, Grabbist Hill, near Minehead. 
R. demi.ssa, Clevedon. 
R. milvina., Clevedon. 
Gladonia furcata var. spinosa, Berrow. 
Gyalecla e:i.;anthematica va.r. dolichospora, Thurlbear. 
Lecidea micrococca , Curland. 
L. cinemscens. Oareford. 
L. nigrogrisea . Somer ton. 
L. fi1rvella , on a rock at the top of Cockercombe. 
B iatorina cliluta , on pines at Castle Neroche. 
B . synothea, on pales and stumps at Kingston, Cushuish, 

Crowcombe and Ashcott. 
Bilimbia naegelii, K ingston. 
B. sphaeroidea, Crowcombe. 
Arthonici punctiformis var. melantera, Huish Champflower, 

Curland and Somerton . 
Opegrapha saxicola var. clecandollei, Clevedon. 
V erriicciria striatida , V. maura and its variety me11inonia, 

V . mucosa, V . microspora, V . lm·rain-smithii, and V. ,rwJCros­
toma at Clevedon. 

V. mutabilis at Perri.ton Combe, near Minehead. 
V . prominnla, Combe St. Nicholas. 
Porina leptalea, Huish Champflower. 
Arthopyrenfri rhyponta (sec. B. de Lesdain), Curlancl . 
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A. litto,-ali.s. Clevcdon. 
A. lwlodytes . ,vatchct. 

Other noteworthy additional localities arc as follows : 
Phy.sma clwlazanodes, Nailsbournc. Lepiogium srlmuleri. 

Clevedon and Goblin Combe. L. pi,sillum and L. 1ni111ttissi­
mwn, Broomfield. Physcia aclglutinata, Somerton. Rhizocarpon 
'IJiridiat 01111. .Bag borough Knoll. 0 pegrapha calcarea. Cle,eclon. 
1'helidium iricavatmn, Goblin Combe. Stcmrothele rup1fraga. 
Goblin Com be. 

'l' hc nomenclature of Dixon's Handbook of Mosses and 
Macvicar·;; Handbook of Hepatics is followed for mosses and 
liverworts, whilst that of A. L. Smith's Monographs of Briti, h 
Lichens is generally used for lichens. 

~be 9,©icro.scopical §ection. 

Presidr.nt--H. DOWNES, M.B., F.L.S., The Grange, l\Iartock, Somerset. 
GommiUee-Lt.-Col. J. W. G I FFORD, F.R.A.s., Oaklands, Chard, 

and "\,VALTER 'WATSON, D.Sc., ASSOC.L.S. , Taunton School, Taunton. 
together with the President sud Secretary. 

Secretary and Treasurer-C. R. KILLICK, M.B., Tower Hill, ,villi ton. 

THERE are t wenty-one members in the Section and the 
whole amount subscribed has been spent in books, 

postage, and an annual subscript ion to the South-,vcstern 
Naturalists' Union. 

Three meetings ha.ve been held during the year , one at 
Ta,unton Castle and two at Taunton School, by the kind in­
vitation of the Council and Headmaster of the school ; here 
we have had the use of the Winterstoke Library, with admirable 
lighting facilities and the use of the school microscopes. The 
subjects dealt with have been :-

The Prothallus of a Fern, also ome low form. of life : Dr. 
Watson. 

Colour shown by Rock-sections with polari::;ed light: llfr. 
F. G. Dowell. 

• 
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The Wings of Insects and the Mechanism of F~ight : JJJr. 
0. 111. B edford ancl the Secretary. 

ponges : Dr. G. Porclen. 
Leaves of common Mo ses : Miss A. ffyndham. 
Symbiosi.· in Plant Life, as illustrated in the Lichens : Dr. 

G. Forden. 
In consequence of the railway strike Messrs. R. and J. Beck 

were prevented from exhibiting some interesting apparatus 
" ·hich was to have been shown by Mr. R . Beck of Clevcdon. 
On the occasion of our annual m eeting in December we were 
Yer~- glad to welcome several members of the Botanical Section. 

The Section was formed with t he object of enabling micro­
scopis ts to become acquainted with each other to give or obtain 
a,::;istance. There is no specified natural history i:;ubject to 
occupy the attent ion of members; and any suggestionR re­
garding microscopical assistance to the other Sections would 
greatly help the Microscopical Section . 

c. R. KILLICI, . 


