
PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

SOMERSETSHIRE AR CH/EOLOGICAL AND 

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

DURING T H E YEAR 

THE Seventy-Sixth Annual Meeting of the Somersetshire 
Archreological and Natural History Society was held at 

Bristol on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, July 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd. 

There was a large attendance at the Annual General Meeting, 
which was held at the Merchant Venturers' Hall, Marsh Street, 
by· kind permission of the Master, Mr. H enley Evans, who 
welcomed the members at the beginning of the meeting. 

Before the meeting commenced some of the members 
( according to programme) visited the old Almshouses be
longing to the Merchant Venturers and adjoining the Hall. 

At 10.45 a .m. the members took the opportunity of viewing 
t he Charters of t he Society of Merchant Venturers which were 
exhibited for the occasion. Professor Sollas at the same t ime 
exhibited a few specimens to illust rate the Address he would 
deliver lat er in the morning. 

At 11.15 a.m. the Annual Meeting began, when t he chair 
was taken by the acting President , the Hon. Prof. Sir WM. 
BOYD DAWKINS, D.sc., J!'.R.S., and he was supported by 
Professor W . J. Sollas, LL.D. , n .sc., F.R.s . (President-Elect) , 
Messrs. Charles Tite and Hemy Symonds (Hon. Secretaries), 
Mr. John E . P ritchard (Ohairrncin, Local Committee), and Mr. 
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H. St. George Gray (Asst.-Secretary, Curator and Excursion 
Secretary). 

~be annual !Report. 

lVIr. HENRY SYMONDS, F.S.A., one of the Secretaries, read the 
Annual Report, which was as follows :-

" In presenting the seventy-sixth annual report, the Council 
wishes to state that since the last annual meeting 50 new 
names have b een added to the list of members. Losses caused 
by death and resignation for the year 1923- 24 have been 69. 
The net loss has been 19. The total membership at date is 
1,063, against 1,082 at the Dulverton lVIeeting, 1923, 1,069 at 
the Clevedon Meeting, 1922, and 1,054 at the Crewkerne 
lVIeeting, 1921. 

" On September 26th last, the Society bad the misfortune 
to lose the Hon. Aubrey Herbert, M.P. ,-the first President to 
die during his term of office. Dulverton received a further 
shock a few months later by the death of Dr. G. F. Sydenham, 
the Society's local secretary for the district. Obituary notices 
of both these gentlemen have already appeared in the Pro
ceedings. 

" Recently the Society sustained the loss of one of its 
honorary life members, Dr. R. Hensleigh Walter, F.S.A. , who 
acted as local secretary for Stoke-under-Ham. Archreologi
cally, his chief interest was centred in the antiquities dis
covered from time to time on Ham Hill,-a large number of 
which passed through his hands. Most of these objects found 
a home eventually in the Museum, and formed part of what is 
known as ' The Walter Collection.' He was also the channel 
through which many objects belonging to the Duchy of Corn
wall were deposited for exhibit ion in the lVIuseum. 

" On June 23rd Mr. Cecil J. Sharp, the master of folk song 
and dance, died ; he was editor of five numbers of Follc Songs 
from Somerset, in the first three of which he was assisted by 
t he late Rev. C . L . Marson, representing a small proportion 
of their discoveries which began in Hambridge. 

" The Society also record s with much regret the loss by 
death of :- Mr. G. E. Baker (1916); Mr. P. A. Baker (1923); 



R eport of tlte Council. X IU 

Mr,.;. Robert Blake (191 l ); Mr. P ercy Boord (1905) ; the Rev. 
T. W . Bull (1881) ; Mr. C'. A. B urroughs (1920); the Rev. 
Preb. W. E. Dani.el (1875), sub-Dean of Wells, who was well 
versed in the archreology and history of the vicinity of Frame; 
Mrs. C. H. Fox (1909) ; Mr. C. J . Goodland (1809) ; the Lady 
Theodora Guest (1910) ; Mr. H . B. Harrison (1915) ; · Mrs. 
Hincks (1919); Mr . James Lean (1900); the Rev. A. G. 
Locke (1918); Mr . H. B . Mason (1922); Dr . H . S. Pope 
(1920) ; Mr. :i\L H . Scott (1896) ; the Rt. Rev. Bishop Stirling 
(1906); and Mr. E . A . Whittuck (1904). 

"There was a balance in hand of £34 18s. 9d. on t he Society's 
General Account at, t he end of 1922 ; thi became reduced to 
£18 16s. 6d. at t he close of 1923. In neit her case was the out
standing liability for p rinting t aken into account. The net 
expenses attending t he issue of Vol. LXIX of the Proce,edings 
for 1923 (issued t his year) amounted to £153 8s. 9d. Specia l 
thanks are due to Dr. A. C. Fryer for defraying the cost of t he 
plates of monumental effigies in t he last as in previous volumes. 
This book is one of the smallest of recen t years, bu t it is hoped 
t o i:-;sue a larger volume for t he current year. 

" lt will be ·een from the Statement, of Accounts for 1923 
that rather more than half t he members of the Society still pay 
the old minimum subscription of 10s. 6d. Members elected 
subsequently to July 1920, obtain ing the volume of P ro
ceedings and all other privileges of mem bcrsbip. have to pay 
£ 1 l s . Ocl. per annum, according to rule. These facts are 
emphasized in the hope t hat members who have not p reviously 
done so will consider the Societ.v's need for a larger annual 
income to carry forward in adequat,e manner t he work it has 
sot itself to rlo. 

" For some t ime past t he roof of t he Castle has claimed 
attent ion , and last win ter repair to the masonry, woodwork, 
leadwork and slating were carried out at a cost of nearly £50. 

" Our Museum flourishes, but its contents are outgrowing 
the building. Elimination of certain specimens or provision 
of more exhibition space must be t he ultimate issue. The 
chief item of interest in t he Museum department is the p ro
vision of two plate-glass cases for the better display of some 
of t he H am Hill antiquit ies. The grea.ter part of the cost is 
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being defrayed from a bank deposit account, t he ' Museum 
Oases F und,' a large pa.rt of which fund was provided by t he 
late Dr. Walter . 

" The R ev. F. J. Montgomery has kindly presented to the 
Society a transcription of an Inq_ uisition of the Knights 
Templars' lands in E ngland made by Geoffrey F itz Stephen 
in 1185. The Council thinking this too large and general for 
t he Socit:Ly';; Proceedings consulted the British Academy who 
has now decided to publish it. 

"Mr. St. D. Kemeys-Tynte has presented his transcription 
of the Thurloxton Parish Registers , 1558- 1879, and a manu
script book of Arms of Somerset families, 1770. The West
Country Armory, given b y Mrs. Spencer P erceval in 1922, has 
been indexed by Dr. R. L . Meade-King. 

" L arge numbers of Somerset deeds have been received 
during the year from l\fr. E. F . Broderip and Mr. R. Neville
Grenville. In this department we take this opportunity of 
thanking Miss B. Masey for the voluntary work she has con
tinued to do in connexion with the Society's collection of 
deeds . She is malting good progress in preparing material for 
a catalogue . 

" For some tim e past the Bronze Implements Committee 
of the British Association has been endeavouring to obtain 
outline drawings of the large collection of metal objects of 
the Bronze Age in our Museum. Mr. H. C. Oharlewood, of 
Taunton, Jtindly undertook to make these drawings if t he 
Curator would provide the weights and necessary literature. 
Since carrying out this work Mr. Oharlewood has re-drawn all 
the implem ents t o form an illustrated catalogue of the col
lection for t he Society's library, and we wish to thanl{ him for 
his very kind services. 

" In the field of archreological excavation a good deal of 
work has been carried out in the county during the last year 
or so, including the clearing out of the ' Kingston bath ' near 
the s .w. corner of Bath Abbey. 

" At Ham Hill t he Society conducted excavations, with the 
permission of the Duchy of Cornwall, in May and July last 
year ,- work: which t he Society h opes to continue. Mr. 
St. George Gray paid attention chiefly to t he inner vallum on 
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the west side of the northern spur of the Hill, in the endeavour 
to ascertain the age of its construction. Below the old t urf 
line definite indications of prehistoric occupation reached to 
a great depth, and shards of pottery and other specimens have 
been collected from successive zones, but the evidence so far 
obtained is apparently not sufficient to determine to what 
exact period-following the Bronze Age-this vallum should 
be assigned. 

" At the Meare Lake Village, during a short season in the 
early autumn, Dr. Bulleid and Mr. Gray continued this in
teresting series of excavations. The dwelling-mounds ex
amined were very productive, and adjacent mounds will be 
excavated early in September. No causeway w·as found 
connecting the western with the eastern half of the Village. 
We appeal for funds for carrying on this work. 

" Although not a part of the work of the Society, attention 
is again called to the excavations which , with voluntary funds, 
have been carried out in the cemetery at Keynsham by Dr . 
Bulleid and Father E. Horne, and to other Roman remains 
found in the same parish during the construction of Messrs. 
Fry's new factory and garden city at Somerdale. 

" Roman buildings have been revealed in excavations on 
the W estland estate at Yeovil. A large amount of t iling, 
pottery, some coins and other relics have been found; also 
several areas of mosaic pavement. The work, which is chiefly 
supported by voluntary funds, has not yet been completed. 

" In extending the quarry at Odd Down, south of Bath , in 
May last, a length of the stone fosse of W ansdyke was cut 
away, but the operations were watched by Mr. G. E. Cruick
shank, .F.S.A., who is about to report to the Society of Anti
quaries on the subj ect. 

"At Butleigh in excavations on Mr. Neville-Grenville's 
estate the remains of a dovecot have been uncovered; and at 
Chilton Polden Mr. and Mrs. J. Maltwood have examined a 
mound on t heir property, the significance of which is somewhat 
obscure . 

" The Spelreological Society, University of Bristol, h as again 
been very active in the Mendip district, as may be gathered 
from its volume of Proceedings issued recently . 
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" At the suggest ion of H. M. Office of W orks, the Society 
has appoint ed a sub-Committee to consider the matter of 
drawing up a schedule of monuments in Somerset for t he 
inform at ion of the inspect or s of Ancient Monuments. An 
appeal has been sent to the local secret aries t o give assistance 
in this m atter. The names of a ll monuments included in t he 
proposed schedule are submitted to the Council. 

" It will be fitting here · to mention the excellent work 
carried out by the Bath and W ells Advisory Com mittee for 
t he protection of churches, som e of whose meetings have been 
held at Taunton Castle. Its sphere of influence, usefulness 
and worl,; increases, a nd t he fabric an d orn aments of our 
churches are now considerably less in jeopardy . 

"At the invitation of the Society t he South - Western 
Naturalist s' Union held its secon d annual conferen ce a.t 
Taunton at Whitsunt ide, wit h T aunton Castle as headquarters. 
The U nion had a very satisfact ory meeting, and wa,s joined 
on its expeditions and at its meetings by some of the 
m embers of the N atural History Sections of om· Society. The 
v isit ors expressed themselves as very grateful for all t hat h ad 
been done to make their visit a pleasant and profitab le one. 

" The Society's sections have been act ively engaged on their 
special bran ches of n atural history . They have provided 
several books for t he Library useful for their studies. The 
Ornithological Section 's repor t for 1923 covered 38 folio pages. 
The E ssex Field Club presented a large number of herbarium 
s pecimens, chiefly from Somerset , collected a centm y ago by 
Dr. Southby olim Gapper , of Bridgwater. They have been 
examined by Dr. Watson and Mr. W. D . Miller , and Mr. T . W . 
Cowan h as kindly mounted t he selected specimens on 93 
sheet s . 

" T aunton Castle was visited dming 1923 by 8,909 persons, 
including 2,345 attendances by members. This total h as been 
exceeded only once previously . 

" The Council recommen ds t he following appointments :
Mr. H. E. Balch, H on. Curat or of the Wells Museum, as an 
h onorary life member, in recognit ion of his conspicuous services 
to Mendip research ; and Dr. A. Bulleid, F .S.A . , th e discoverer 
of the Somerset L ake Villages, as a Vice-Presiden t . 
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" In accordance with Rule II one-third of t he elected 
members of t he Council retire annually by rotation. Those 
retiring at t his meeting are the Rev. J. Byrchmore, 1\fr. A. E. 
Eastwood, the Rev. Preb. J. Hamlet and Mr. H. B . Sheppard, 
and t he three last-named have been nominated for re-election. 
The Council also recommends the election of Dr. R. L. Meade
King to fill the vacancy." 

Mr. JOHN E. PRITCHARD, J!'.S.A., in moving the adoption of 
the Report, said it was a fine summary of the year's work, and 
particularly as to its scientific excavations, which gave the 
Society a foremost position in t he country. This was wholly 
due to the enthusiasm of its Council and to the special know
ledge of its Asst.-Secretary and Curator , whose experience in 
archreological research work was unrivalled. The speaker 
referred also to the increasing value of the Museum at Taunton 
Castle which was ever a great attraction to the antiquary on 
account of its excellent classification. 

Mr. H. STUART THOMPSON seconded the motion , which was 
carried . 

JTinance$. 

The Rev. Prebendary T. F . PALMER, in the absence of the 
Hon. Treasurers, presented t he Statement of Receipts and 
Payments for the year 1923, and proposed their adoption. 

Mr. CHARLES TrTE seconded the proposit ion, which was 
carried. 



Qlnntrnl ~ccomlts, of tbc 3omet!!£t£Sbire ~rcbneolorrirnl nnb .fr2,ntttt11l 1P, i1torr eociett'• 
RECEIPTS AND PAYMEN'l'S ACCOUN'J' FOR 'l'HE YEAR 19:13. (GENERAL AOOOUN'l'). 

RECElP'.l'S. 

•ro Ba lance at Bank 31st December, l!J-'.l2 
,, Members' Snbscrjptions J!JS-2 

1923' 
1924 

,. Less Refnud of Subscriptions overpaid, 19-23 

,, l\[embors' E11trance Fees 
, . Dor,atious ... 
,, i\l useum Receipts 
,, Publications 

Hents ... ... . .. 
Dividends - New Zealand 4% Stock (Book 

Account) ... . .. 
5% War Loan Hond 

,, Miscellaneous l~eceipts ... 
'l'ra nsfer fron1 \Voodward Fund 

Wiglesworth Fund 

£ s. cl. 

H O G 
703 6 0 

5 15 fi 

813 2 0 
2 12 6 

4 6 0 
11 12 6 

3 l V 
6 10 0 

.£ s. d . 

3•1 18 9 

810 9 6 
33 I 6 
2 2 0 

122 7 a 
2G H 11 
3,1 0 0 

J:i 18 6 
0 13 6 

9 11 9 

.£1,089 15 8 
-

PAYMEN'~S. 

By General Printing and Stationery ... 
,, Fuel n.nd f.Jigh t 
., Hepairs to Buildings ... . .. 

Repairs and Renewals of F urnishings 
,. General Postages and Telegrams 
,, Insurances 
., lfates and Taxes 
., Petty Expenses 
" Sundry Payn1outs 
,. \Vatennnin -n'n.ylest.ve ... 
,. Assist.-Secretary and Curator's S11.lary 
,. Wages or Starr 
i: Accountants' Ch:u·ges 
11 1\luseum Specimens 
,, Books and Bookbinding ... 

Subscriptions to other Societies 
,, Rent of Yard ... ... .. 
" Legal Expenses ... ... . .. 

Short Gnide lo 'raunton Castle, 2,500 Copies 

,, "Proceecliugs,'' 1922t 
,, Ba laoco at Bank, 31st Dcce111bcr, 1923 

.£ s. d. 

11 ll ll 
46 5 8 
92 14 9 
14 6 7 
U O 1 
30 12 1 
73 5 2 

7 13 2 
7 11 2 
0 1 0 

300 0 0 
160 3 9 

5 5 0 
0 2 0 

31 13 7 
8 18 10 
3 0 0 
4 13 8 

19 5 0 

.£ s. cl. 

828 3 5 
242 15 9 

18 16 6 

.£1,089 15 8 -------
* During tbo year 515 subscriptions not exceeding half-it-guinea, and 491 subscriptions of larger amounts wero received. 
t 'l'bis does not include .£18 17s. l Od., contributed to tbo lllustration Fund by Dr. A. r,, Fryer. 

The total cost to the t-;ociety of the·• Proccodiugs," Vol. LXlX, forl92:l, was .£153 Ss. 9d., of wbicb nothing had been paid on 31st December, 1923. 

Audited and fonnd correct. 2nd February, 1924. 

A. C. MOLE & CO., Incorporated A.ccow1ta11ts, Ta1t11to11. 

H .. J. BADCOCK, } Hon. '.l'1·easot1·ers. 
GEORGE F. IRELAND, 
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'r o 'l'rn.usre1· to Cenet·n.l Account 
,. Balance c/cl 

S PECI AL AC:COU:--l TS AS AT 31st DECElllBER, l!m. 

WOODWARD FUND. 

£ " · cl. £ s. cl. 
3 I 9 

160 Ja 1 
163 1l 1() 

By Hn,lo.ncc from 19-22 
,. Interest for the YPttr 

Bal ance l.i/d 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT tLIFE MEMBERSHIP FEES). 

Hy Bala.nee from 19'.5.l, vi?:.-
5% \Ya1· Loan (£300) at cost 
Deposit at Hank 

- ---- --

'T1o Transfer to Oenernl Account. 
,, 1-lalauce c/d 

'l'o Balance 

BOOK FUND. 

I By Balance frorn 19-22 (:-ew z,,ll land 4'\, Stock J 

WIGLESWORTH FUND. 

£ s. cl . 
... 6 10 0 
... 20 JO 9 

27 0 9 

Uy Balance from L9-J2 
,, Tntcrest for Year 

Hnlance b/d 

MUSEUM CASES FUND. 

£ s . d. 
63 16 0 

£63 16 0 

By Balance from 19-22 
· I nterest for Year 

Balance b/cl 

.t s . cl. C s. cl. 
159 15 9 

3 19 1 
J(j:J 14 10 

£160 13 1 

.!.; s . rl. £ s. rl. 

21,2 4 3 
0 G 6 

282 10 9 
--=-

... £107 11 4 

f s . cl. 1: s . rl. 
26 !) 6 
0 Jl 3 
-- .t:27 0 9 

= 
£ 20 10 9 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
62 4 10 

l 11 2 
£ 63 16 0 

£63 16 0 

~ 
§ 
" "' :,., 

~-
X 



'l.'o Deposits at Parr's Bank:
Woodward Fund 
Capital Account 
Wiglesworth Fund 
Museum Cases Fuud 

., General Account (Current) 
,. New Zealand 4% Stock a t cost 
., 5% Wtir Lonn Bonds o.t cost 

GENERAL STATEMENT. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

100 13 1 
0 G 6 

20 10 9 
G3 16 0 

2J5 6 4 
18 l6 6 

107 ll 4 
?.'l2 j 3 

£6,;3 18 5 

By Balances:
Woodward Fund 
Capitol Account 
B ook Fund 
Wii;:lesworth l•'uncl 
Museum Cases Fund 

By General Curren t Account 

Audited :md found correct, :lm\ February, 1924. 

£ s. cl. £ s. cl. 

160 1:l 1 
282 10 9 
107 11 4 
20 10 9 
63 16 0 

635 1 11 
18 lG 6 

£653 18 5 

A. C. ~IOLF. & CO., Il!corporntecl ilcco1<11tants, 7'aunton. 

STATll;MEN'l' OF ACCOUNTS, ON DECEMBER :Hst, 1924. 

TAUNTON CASTLE EXCAVATIO N FUND. 

R~:CEIP'~S. 

By Grant, Somersctshire Arclueological ancl N.B. Societv .. . 
., Ora.ut, 'l'aunton 'l'owu Council ... ... ~ .. . 

Grant, Taunton ~·Jeld Club 
Donn.Lions 
Miscellaneous 

£ s. cl. 
11 0 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 
8 10 G 
0 12 8 

£27 5 2 

l) A Y :\JEX'L'8. 

•r o \Yages of \Vorkmcn 
" Foreman's travelling expPn'-''~ 
,, Insurance 
11 1\tiscoHn.noous 
,. Cheque Book ... 
" Balance at the Bank 

H. S'l.'. GEORGE GRAY. 

£ s . d. 
2l. 18 G½ 

0 12 9 
0 11 3 
0 4 9~ 
o 2 o· 
0 15 10 

£27 5 2 
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Professor Sir WILLIAM B. DAWKINS, F.R.S., expressed the 
Society's great regret at the death of the Hon. Aubrey Herber t 
which followed so soon after his Presidency of the Dulverton . 
Meeting last summer. He referred t o Mr. H erbert's many
sided activities, and t hen spoke of the fine Museum at Taunton 
Castle and the burden of its upkeep by the county society. 
He then proposed the election of Dr. W. J. Sollas, Professor of 
Geology and Palreontology in the University of Oxford, as 
President of the Society for the year 1924-25. 

Major-General W . DU G. GRAY, c .n ., seconded the propo
sit ion, which was carried by acclamation. 

<!Election of ©fficet~. 

The Rev. E. J. DAY proposed that the officers of the Society 
be re-elected, including three of the outgoing members of the 
Council, viz. Prebendary Hamlet, Mr. A. E. Eastwood and 
Mr. H. B. Sheppard; also the election of Dr. A . Bulleid as 
a Vice-President; Mr. Herbert Balch as a n honorary life 
member; Dr. R. L . Meade-King as a member of the Council ; 
and the following as Local Secretaries :-Mr. J. A. Barnes 
(Minehead), Mr. Humphrey Blake (Crewkerne), Dr. S. L. 
Brimblecombe (Stolce-under-Ham), t he Rev. J . Byrchmore 
(Bath), Maj.-General W. du G. Gray (Dulverton), and the R ev. 
H . D. Lewis (Langport). 

Mr. F. W. HEJ\'[BRY seconded the motion, which was carried. 

~omet.set J:Recotil ~ocietp. 

The following is a summary of the Rev. Preb. T. F. PALMER'S 
remarks at the Bristol Meeting :-

During the year twenty-seven new m embers were enrolled ; 
t.he Society lost eight in the same period, which gave a net 
gain of nineteen in response to t he urgent appeal made a year 
ago. 
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Volume xxxv, " Two Beauchamp Registers," by Sir Henry 
Maxwell L yte was issued for t he year 1920 in the early autumn 
of 1923. 

Volume xxxvr, "Somersetshire Pleas," by Mr. Lionel 
Landon, a continuation of Mr. Ch adwyck -Healey's Volume XIV 

of the series, was ready at t he end of 1923 (issued for t he 
year 1921). 

Work was in an advanced state on Volume xxxvrr, "Auto
biography of Bishop Kidder " (from a manuscript in the 
W ells Cathedral Library), by Mrs. Armitage Robinson. It 
would be issued for 1922. The volume for 1923 would consist 
of the "Accounts of the Chamberlains of the City of Bath" ; 
that for 1924 of a collection of short early medieval docu
ments. 

As compared with the pre-war volumes the pages of the 
present issues were fewer ; but a further increase of subscribers 
in the current year would enable the Society to return to 
former conditions. 

The President, Professor W. J. SoLLAS, n.sc., l!'.R.S., t hen 
delivered his address entitled "The Antiquity of Man," which 
was illustrated by a diagram, etc. It is printed as the first 
paper in Part lI. 

The speaker was cordially thanked for his address, on the 
proposition of Prof. Sir \V. B. DAWKINS, seconded by Colonel 
E . St. c. PEMBERTOX . 

At the close of the meeting the m embers adjourned for 
luncheon at the Royal Hotel, College Green. 

§t. )J!)etet'.5' fl)o.spital, '1Bti$t0l (Frontispiece) . 

After luncheon t he members were conducted through part 
of t he city in t wo groups, one being taken by Mr. J . E. P ritchard 
and Mr. C. Wells, the other by l\'1r. J. J. Simpson and 1\1r. C. E . 
Boucher. 

All met at P eter Street, and at St. Peter 's Hospital they 
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were welcomed by the Rev . T. J. Bowen, chairman of t he 
Bristol Board of Guardians. 

Mr. J. J . SnrPso~ said that they were visiting one of the 
most interesting examples of early domestic architecture re
maining in Bristol ; in fact a port ion of the building was of 
fourteenth century date. The first known owner was John 
Corne, who in 1401 dispu::;eu u.f Lhe building to Thomas Norton, 
who was one of t he bailiffs of Bristol in 1393 and mayor in 
1413. Attention was directed to t he east end of the church
yard front which was believed to be part of t he original 
structure,- t he whole frontage being at one time in that style. 

The mansion remained in the Norton family until 1580, when 
Sir George Norton who had acquired the fine old court house 
at Abbots Leigh sold it t o Henry Newton of Ba1T's Court. 
The next known owner was Robert Chambers who disposed of 
it in 1607 to Robert Aldworth, a wealthy merchant and one 
of t he best known of Bristol men of that time. In 1612 
Aldworth made extensive alterations, and St. Pater's Hospital 
to-day was one of the finest examples existing of t hat par
ticular type of arch.itectm e. Attention was drawn to the 
elaborate street frontage of Aldworth's reconstruction, to its 
bold spurs and brackets, carved fillets, grotesque woodwork, 
bay windows and gables, extending along two-thirds of that 
front, the remaining one-third belonging to the original Corne 
or Norton mansion as before stated. The gem of Aldworth's 
work was the old Court room, originally the principal sitting
roorn, with its oak panelling, choice plaster ceiling, and hand
some mantelpiece. Above the plaster ceiling of t hat apar t
men t there still remained the original open-timbered Gothic 
roof of XV Century date, which was carefully preserved by 
the present owners, and had recently been opened up to admit 
of more convenient inspection. The oln kitchen was also of 
much interest and should be inspected , as well as the quaint 
sculptured figure in the porch on t he river front, near the 
Aldworth monogram and date 1612. 

Mr. Simpson briefly sketched the history of the building 
from Aldworth's time,--its passing to trade uses as sugar 
house, etc. ; and in 1696 and 1697 its use as a mint for the 
coinage of silver money to assist the government of the day, 



XX ! V S eventy-si:rt!t Annual Lllcr-ting . 

and examples of coins actually minted in the building were 
exhibited.1 

Then came the purchase of the old house in 1698 by the 
predecessors of t he present owners, n amely, the Corporation 
of the P oor which was established by the " Bristol P oor Act , 
1695," and was the first Board of Guardians to be formed in 
England .2 The Aldwort h sitting-room was fitted up as the 
Court room , and had been continuously used for meetings up 
t o now, although t he meetings of the Board of Guardians had 
since 1901 been held in the new room in which the party was 
sitting. Many points of interest in connection wit h the occu
pation of t he building by the Guardians were ment ioned, and 
t he members were then conducted round .3 

~t. l.)!)etet'.s QI:butcb. 

F rom the Hospital t he members passed to the Church of 
St. Peter (Rev. G. F . Clement Dobson, Rector) . 

Mr . C. E. BouCHER said that t he Society was visiting t he 
Mother church of Bristol, it being the oldest religious founda
t ion of the city, as evidenced by a deed of confirmation by 
Simon Bishop of Wor cest er (1125-40), which referred t o 
St. Peter's Church as being " primitivam -et principalem esse 
omnium ecclesiarum de Bristo. " 

Mr. Boucher gave a brief account of the architectural history 
of the Church and pointed ou t the features of interest. H e 
drew atten t ion to the fine brass on the north-east pier of the 
t ower , represent ing a chaplain of the Church named Robert 
Lond vested in eucharistic vestments and bearing in his hands 
a chalice and the host . 

1. T his rccoinage at Bristol was for t he purpose of converting Lhe 
h ammered silver money of Tud or and early Stua r t times into the m illed (i.e. 
mach ine-m ade) cunency which was int rodu ced s hortly after the R estoration. 
- H.S. 

2. The first m edical officer to g ive volu ntar y ser v ice in th at h ospital was 
Dr. Thomas D over, who was second cap tain of th e D u ke privateer , which 
vessel brough t Alexan der Selkirk (" R obinson Crusoe") to E nglan d from 
J u a n Perna.ndez . 

3. See also Proc. S01n. Arch. Soc. , XLVII, i , 34-36. 



The Red Lodge, Bristol. XX V 

Among the interesting monuments in the Church was an 
altar-tomb in St. Catherine's Chapel bearing the letters I A and 
RA on shields in the spandrels of the arch. These letters re
ferred to Robert Adams and his wife Jane. In the south 
chapel, which was dedicated to the Virgin, was a cadaver , the 
only remains of a table-tomb erected to the memory of one of 
the Nortons who resided in St. PeLe1·'s H ospital. In the same 
chapel was a magnificent tomb with the kneeling effigies of 
Robert Aldworth and his wife, and close to it another fine 
monument in Renaissance work with the effigy of a lady 
resting on a sarcophagus. There was an inscription stating 
that i t was erected t o the memory of a maiden lady, an ancestor 
of the Newton family of Barr's Court. Thjs was, however, 
incorrect, and probably the late Mr. Ellacombe was right in 
assigning the tomb to Antholin the wife of John Newton. 

Other features in the Church were the beautifully carved 
wooden altar-piece erected in 1697 by a London carver named 
Mitchell, the altar rails and a finely carved tabernacle near 
the entrance, which was once the shrine of t he Blessed Mary 
of Belhousc, the patron saint of an important fraternity at
tached to the Church. Among other objects of interest were 
the churchwardens' staves assigned to the reign of Queen Anne, 
a pre-Reformation seal box and the communion plate. 1 

(['be men Longe (Plate I). 

At the Red Lodge the members of the Society were received 
by the President of the Bristol Savages (Mr. F. Stuart 
Richardson, R.W.A.) and Alderman J. Fuller Eberle, who 
kindly entertained the members to Tea in the " Wigwam." 
Before the close of the proceedings there they were corilially 
thanked for theu: very kind hospitality by Mr. Charles Tite. 

Mr . H . E. ROSLYN gave a brief history of the Red Lodge 
and the Bristol Savages, and how the two became associated. 
He said some months before the Gfrls' Reformatory established 

1. Thoso requiring inlier particula rs of this Church should refe r to Mr. 
Boucher 's ill us trated account in the '.l'ransactions of the Bristol and Gloucester
shire A rchreological Society, XXXII, 260-300. 
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in the mansion by Mary Carpenter was closed in April, 1919, 
Alderman Fuller Eberle, Chairman of the Museum and Art 
Gallery Committee, took steps to prevent the property being 
despoiled. With the aid of several friends, notably Sir 
George A. Wills, he was able to b uy it. Then the question 
arose as to what use should be made of it. At the time the 
Savages, a club founded by the leading artists of Bristol, 
which had done much to stimulate a love of art in the district, 
were anxious to secure permanent headquarters. They under
took to raise a sufficient sum of money to build a large meeting
room on part of the garden and carry out numerous alterations 
in the modern part of the building, needed to adapt it to their 
r equirements. Simultaneously, the older sections were care
fully " restored." When the entire work was completed the 
trustees, a body formed from those who had contributed t he 
necessary funds, granted a lease of twenty-eight years to the 
Savages, and then, subject to that lease, handed t he deeds of 
the Red Lodge to the Lord Mayor as representing the Corpo
ration. In that way the last remaining XVI Century dwelling
house in Bristol was preserved for the benefit of the citizens 
for ever, and at the same t ime it was placed in the custody of 
a body whose aims and traditions ensured its sympathetic 
maintenance . All this was accomplished without the rate
p ayers being called upon to contribute a penny . In 1920 when 
the Savages took possession of the old mansion it was an 
empty shell. Under their fostering care it had become a 
treasure-house such as few cities possessed. 

Other particulars of this interesting house will be found in 
t he Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire Archreological 
Society, Vol. XLI, pp. 121-123; and its heraldry is fully de
scribed by the late Mr. F. Were in the same journal, Vol. xxrv, 
pp. 262-266, where among the arms m en Liuned are those of 
the Yonge family, which are also represented on a monument 
dated 1631 in St. Mary's Church, Taunton. Another heraldic 
shield exhibits, among others, the arms of Wadham, Popham 
and Walrond, an d is regarded by l\'lr. Were as the coat of John 
Wadham of Edge in Devon. 



PLATE I. 

VESTIBULE OF OAK ROOM, RED LODGE, BRISTOL. 

l·'nnu ,, l'lw loyr opJi IJ!J 11_lr. 1". Brumlwm.l , Cli/'lou . 
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m:be [lnitiersitp 1l3uif0ings. 

On leaving the Red L odge, t he members enjoyed a 
modern interlude, for under the guidance of the architect of 
the imposing new buildings of the University of Bristol, Mr. 
GEORGE H. OA1'LEY, F.R.I.B .A. , they were privileged to inspect 
the Great Hall and the Council Chamber ; also t he Library 
(under the guidance of the Librarian, Mr. W. L. Cooper). The 
magnificent English oak roof of the hall was much admired. 
The tower was 57ft. 6ins. square, and would rise to a height 
of 206 feet above the ground. The belfry would contain one 
bell weighing 9½ t ons, which would sound the note B7. 

{[:be 9-@useum ano art ®alietp. 

At the Museum the pn.rty was welcom ed by the Director 
(Mr. H. BOLTON, D.sc.) and the chief members of his staff. 
After a few words of explanation in the Hall of the Art Gallery, 
t he staff conducted the members through the galleries. Time 
permitted of only a hurried visit, for at 6.10 p.m. the Society 
had to meet at 

{[:be ILorn 9-@apor'.s <li:bapel (St . Mark's). 

Miss M. P. PERRY, in the unavoidable absence of Dr. Hamil
ton Thompson , gave a description of the building and its 
history, of which the following is a resume : 

The late Alderman W. R. Barker in his mon ograph on 
St. Mark's has assembled the documentary evidence on the 
subject. He shows that Maurice de Gaunt grandson of Robert 
Fitzhardinge granted the first chatter referring to the founda
tion of the Hospital of St. Mark at Billeswicke, and that this 
was confirmed by his nephew and heir R obert de Gournay. 
Maurice de Gaunt died in 1230. In 1534 the first steps were 
taken for t he suppression of the Hospital, and in 1539 t he 
final deed of surrender to t he king was executed. In 1541 
negotiations were opened for the sale of the Hospital and its 
possessions to t he City, and t he purchase was soon completed. 
In 1720 it was decided to use St. Mark's as the civic chapel. 

Vol. LX X (li'owrth Series, Vol. X) , /Jart I. c; 
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An examination of the building shows that there was ori
ginally an aisleless cruciform church of which the N . and s. walls 
of the nave remain, together with portions of the transepts. 
On the exterior, t he most interesting feature of this period is 
the fine corbel-table of considerable salience, evident ly in
tended to suppor t a roof with dripping eaves. This is en
riched by a row of grotesque heads, human, devilish , and 
animal. A change in t he masonr y of the lateral wa.lls, from 
ashlar at the east end to rubble at the west, would probably 
indicate t hat other buildings abutted at t he west end of the 
Church, a. conclusion supported by indications of various 
openings at different levels to be seen in the walls at the N.w. 
corner of the building . In t he interior of the Church the 
capitals of the transept-arches have foliage of characteristic 
stiff-leaved style . There has been a great amount of restora
tion , but in the windows and transept-arches t his appears to 
be based on the older work. In the north wall of the s . aisle 
chapel may be seen the outer jambs, and bases of the original 
windows, which were blocked when t he chapel was added ; 
the angle-shafts of these are bonded into the wall, and the 
bases are the triple roll, indicating an advanced date in the 
Early English period, compatible with the documentary 
evidence of about 1230. 

T o the geometric building period belongs the s . aisle at the 
w. end of the Chm-eh, communicating with the nave by plainly 
ch amfered arches, springing at the w. end from a beautiful 
corbel, with a lion and characteristic foliage as decomtion . 
The blocked s. windows contain simple geometric t racery, 
whilst the w . window, largely restored , has tracery of a more 
advanced type. In the east ern gable of the aisle is a later 
window, with a border of quatrefoil t racery, similar to that of 
the windows of the s . t ransept of St. Mary R edcliffe Church . 

In the Braikemidge Collect ion there is an engraving, which 
shows t he w. front before restoration. This has a w . nave
window, narrower than the existing one, and below it a small 
porch of debased Renaissance style , so insignificant that it 
r aises a doubt as to whether there was originally a w . doorway. 
At the w . end of the Church on t he s . side is a blocked arch
way which suggests a possible lateral entrance. 
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The next addition to the building was the tower, the pro
portion of which was determined by the area of t he transept. 
In the N.w. corner of the tower is a turret-stairway, the ground 
storey of which must have been in position before the tower 
was built, as in it a window-opening is blocked by the masonry 
of the present tower. It seems probable that two grotesque 
corbels within the tower may be from a portion of the corbel
table of the nave roof, removed when t he tower was set up, 
though it is not at present possible to verify this by measure
ment of the sculpture of the corbel-table still in place. Mr. 
Barker stated that an inscription was found saying that the 
masonry of the tower was finished in 1487. The tower has 
been very completely restored and it appears to have had 
alterations in the middle ages. 

In the XV Century the chapel between the s . aisle and the 
transept was added with a hagioscope to the high altar of the 
Church and a door of communication with the nave. 

At the end of the XV Century, or in the firs t years of the 
sixteenth, the chancel was remodelled by Miles Salley , Bishop 
of Llandaff, whose tomb is on the N . side. He is probably 
responsible for the screen-work, though this does not appear 
to be in its original position. 

The latest addition is the chapel added on the s . side of t he 
Church to the E. of the tower, as a chantry of the Poyntz 
family . It is a fine example of the latest phase of gothic art 
with a fan-vault. Sir Robert Poyntz died in 1520, and was 
buried there, but he left directions for the completion of the 
chapel. The rebus of the family , the ' poing,' or fist , occurs 
in the spandrels of the doorway and elsewhere. On the N . 

side are two interesting large and deep recesses with com
municating slits in t heir dividing wall. Their purpose is 
obscure. There is also a series of smaller niches with good 
tabernacle-work. The domed tops of those at the E. end 
presage the approaching change of style. The floor is laid 
with a collection of medieval tiles, some of which are Spanish. 

In this chapel are preserved some fragments of wall-painting, 
the subjects being Christ in the tomb, and two scenes con
nected with St. Mary Magdalene, one of them being Christ's 
appearance to her in the garden, which has the detail that the 
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Christ is represented with a spade. There is a.lso a defaced 
fragm ent, the sub ject of which is possibly St. Christopher. 

The Church is rich in effigies and tombs, though these have 
been badly displaced . The two most interesting effigies are 
t hose of k nigh ts in chain-armou r in t he s . aisle chapel , which 
have been regarded as the effigies of the founders, Maurice 
de Gaun t an d Rober t de Gournay, though Professor Prior 
points out that t he attribution of the effigy, which , judged 
stylistically, is t he earlier , is to t he later of t he two m en . 
Though not a contemporary effigy, i t is quite possible that it 
may have been m ade at a later date to commemorate t he 
founder. 1 Both t hese effigies have t he lines of the chain-m ail 
parallel to t he arm instead of across it as is more usual in 
E nglish work. The same peculiarity occurs locally at St. 
Ma,ry Redcliffe and elsewhere, and is found in F rench chain
mail effigies. 2 

A Renaissance tomb on the N . side at the w. end of the nave 
has an interesting frieze of scriptural subjects, which have 
been confused by being misplaced, but Adam and Eve, the 
sacrifice of Abraham, an d Samson and Delilah,3 can be dis
tinguished. 

Above the flat wooden ceiling of t he nave is a fine arch
braced roof. 

16t i~tol QL:entral llibrarp. 

Mr. JAMES Ross, F .L .A. (Deputy City L ibrarian), in wel
coming t he members of t he Society said the building in which 
t hey were assembled was the munificent gift of the late Mr. 
Vincent Stuckey L ean, a member of an old Somersetshire 
family . The Library was t he lineal descendant of the old 
City L ibrary in King Street, founded in 1613. During t he 
XVIII Century the Bristol Library Society was formed an d 

l. M. Emile Malo, L 'A rt R eligieux en France, La JJ'in du l 1!loyen Age 
(chap. iii, 2), quotes sever aJ instances where this has been th e case in France. 

2. I n an effigy to H aymon CoLmt of Corbeil, at Corbeil, nnd in one to 
Robert d'Ar tois, at St. D enis, fig ul"ed by Male, op. cit. 

3. Though p robably Samson, this might be intended for the decapitation 
of John the Baptist. 
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the old Library became the headquarters of a brilliant literary 
coterie, which included S. T. Coleridge, Robert Southey and 
Humphry Davy. The old Library had been reproduced in 
facsimile in the Stuckey Lean Library, and the oak presses, 
panelling and doors, and the beautifully carved mantelpiece 
attributed to Grinling Gibbons had been transferred from 
King Street to the new building. The room t hus reproduced 
was known as the Bristol Library, and here were gathered the 
local collection, books in MS. , the early printed books, the 
Braikenridge Collection, and also the unique collection of 
Somersetshfre books bequeathed by the late Emanuel Green, 
F.S.A. , who was so intimately connected with the Society . 

The chief features of t he Central R eference, Lending, Com
mercial and Children's Departments were also briefly ex
plained by 1\'lr. Ross. 

A large party left the Royal Hotel , Bristol, in motor-cars 
and motor-coaches at 9.30 a.m., driving to Whitchurch, where 
they were met by the Vicar, the Rev. E. C. B ennett. 

<lLbutCb of ~t. ©teg-otp (now St. Nicholas), [dtbitcbutcb. 

Dr. A. HAMILTON THOMPSON, F.S.A. , said the township of 
Whitchurch or Felton was a member of the manor of K eyn
sham, which, with t he parish church of Keynsham and its 
chapels, was given to the abbot and canons of Keynsham as 
part of the foundation endowment of t heir monastery. The 
parochial chapel at Whitchurch thus passed into the hands of 
the abbey, with those of Queen Charlton and Brislington, and 
was probably served by secular chaplains appointed by the 
vicar of Keynsham. In spite of its dependent position, the 
Church, though not large, was of considerable interest and 
beauty . It had been well described by the late Colonel 
Bramble in the report of the last Bristol meeting in Vol. XLVII 

of the Society's Proceedings, and t here was little to add to his 
account. 
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In its p resent stat e t he building was a n enlargement of an 
aisleless cruciform plan , with tower between nave and ch ancel , 
which appeared to have been completed about 1200, and was 
itself probably an enlargement of an earlier building . In t he 
course of the X III Cent ury the chancel was rebuilt and 
lengthened. Abou t 1300 the east window and the window 
in the end wall of the north t ransept were inserted ; and in 
t he XV Cent ury a south aisle was added, which absor bed the 
south t ransept , wit h a new chapel to the east. 

The most striking architectural feature was t he carving of 
t he corbel-shafts from which the four tower-arches sprang. 
T he treatm ent of t he capitals varied between t he t ubular form 
of scallop ing which prevailed in Somerset, Gloucestershire, 
and adjacent areas during the later part of the XII Century , 
an d a well developed type of conv en t ional foliage springing 
from t he shaft withou t any neck-moulding. This combina
tion pointed to a date, c. 1190- 1200. The XIII Century 
sedilia were of an ordinar y type, but the t racery of the windows 
made about 1300 was singula rly delicate and beau t iful. The 
south aisle had a good roof , and t he screen of t he chapel had 
details which , in the judgmen t of Mr. Bligh Bon d , show some 
connexion in workmanship with the screen at Wringt on. 

I t might be noted that the building of the tower and n or th 
transept, which , apart from the corbels already noted , were 
very plain, followed within some thirty years of the founda
tion of K eynsham Abbey . No definite conclusion wi th regard 
to t he connexion between t he two ev ent s may be drawn from 
this : the responsibility of the appropriators of a parish church 
for t he upkeep of p arochial chapels was not a point which was 
much pressed , and the m aintenance of t he chapel generally 
devolved upon the inhabitants of the chapelry . The subse
quent lengthening of the ch an cel , however , which was con
temporary with the rebuilding of that of K eynsh am Church , 
might have been under tak en by the a bbey as rector of the 
parish , a nd, if so, t he east window might also have been 
provided at its expense and m ade, as was n ot at all unlikely , 
by its m asons. 

At 10 .45 a .m. the m embers left for K eynsham, via W est 
Town and Brislington Hill. 
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The party arrived at K eynsham Cemetery at 11 o'clock and 
were received by members of the Excavation Committee,1 
including Mr. John E. Pritchard, l<.S.A. , Chairman, Dr. A. 
Bulleid, F.S.A. , and the Rev. Father E. Horne, F.S.A., Hon. 
Secretaries and Directors of the work, and J\fr. G. E. Chappell, 
Chairman of the Parish Council and Treasurer of the Exca
vation Fund. 

Mr. J. E. Pritchard welcomed the members on behalf of the 
excavation committee, and J'lfr. Chappell said a few words in 
his official capacity. Dr. Bulleid also made a few remarks. 

The Rev. Father HORNE, standing at the western end of the 
great corridor , gave the chief description of the excavations. 
He explained that the corridor ran from where they were 
assembled in an easterly direction for a length of 212 feet. At 
its western end it turned at a right angle and ran south. There, 
as the members could see, the corridor passed under t he em
bankment of the high-road, under the road itself in all proba
bility, and out into the field beyond. What the exact length 
of that corridor was would not be known until it had been 
excavated at the far end. The corridors were about 10 feet 
in width , and there, in front of them, they could see a sample 
of the mosaic floor with which they were covered for the 
greater part of their length. 

As the corridor ran from east to west it met the difficulty of 
the sharply rising ground by the insertion of two flights of 
steps. The first flight, which they could see near the chapel, 
did not extend right across the corridor, as there was a small 
alcove on each side of the steps. The second flight, which 
t hey could see just in front of them, consisted originally of four 
large freestone steps which extended right across the passage. 
Under the second step was a curiom; trough cut in the stone. 
which was evidently intended to carry water from the higher 
ground on the south side of t he building across to the north 
side where the natm·a.1 fall of the land was. 

1. The other members of the Excavation Committee are :-l\fossrs. C. H. 
Abbott, G. Lawrence Bulloid, H. St. Georgo Gray, Gerald J. Groy, E. W. 
Hilton ~ncl Hugh H. i\fansey. 
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If the chapel were taken as roughly half-way along the 
length of that great corridor, they would see that there wa.s 
about as much of it destroyed by the graves as there was 
exposed by the excavations. All the rooms that led out of 
that corridor were of course destroyed along with it,-the 
chapel itself stood on the site of at least one beautiful floor, 
which was broken up when the foundations were put in in 1875. 

All along the n orth sicle of the corridor were rooms to the 
number of six, n one of them having any remains of interest. 
At the corner where that corridor turned to the south was a 
group of large rooms with their floors in fairly good condition. 
There was a great hexagonal room in the centre, 24½ feet in 
diameter, with parts of it:;; floor intact, the central design being 
nearly perfect. 1 To the right is a room about 12 feet in length, 
with an apsidal end, so common in Roman houses ; also with 
a floor of high-class work and design. On the left was a 
hypocaust with a few of the pillars made of large-sized bricks 
still standing. The small triangular rooms at the base of the 
larger buildings had been examined , and that completed the 
excavations to date. 

The few small objects of interest found were exhibited in a 
case for the visitors to see, and consisted of bone pins, metal 
rings, iron nails, a bronze fish-hook in good condition having 
a barb, et c . Some fifty bronze coins had been found, dating 
from the middle of the third century. 

Continuing their journey the members arrived at Somerdale 
on Keynsham Hams at 11.45 a.m. , where Messrs. J. S. Fry 
and Sons, Ltd. , are erecting their new factories, and where in 
the early stages of the new constructional work , Roman rem ains 
had been discovered. 

lV.Ir . E. W. HILTON welcomed the members on behalf of the 
directors of the firm, and aid that the first intimation that 
the site had been occupied by the Romans was the finding of 
small pieces of pottery, and subsequently the workmen un
covered two stone coffins . L ater the foundations of a R oman 

l. This pavement is figlll'ed in Journal of Roman S/,wlies, vol. XII, pt. 2 
(for 1922), "Roman B ritain in L923," p late ix. The same report also con
tains a p lan of th e K eynsham R oman h ouse; and this p lan a l o appears in 
'./.'he Antiqum·ies Jom·nal. IV. 156. 
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building (which the members now saw before them) had been 
cleared. Among the small ' finds' were about sixty coins 
dating from A.D. 37 to circa 365 (four of them of silver), a 
quantity of pottery, two spoons, fragment of a musical 
instrument, pieces of querns, animal remains, etc. 

As the large modern building t he members saw before them 
was only the fust of eight blocks of similar buildings to be 
erected, it wa · probable that further discoveries would be 
made as the work proceeded westward in the direction of 
Keynsham Cemetery. 

Mr. H. ST. GEORGE GRAY said the two coffins had been found 
in 1922, and that he had fully described and figured them in 
two journals.' 

Mr. J. E. PRITCHARD thanked Messrs . Fry and Mr. Hilton 
for the privilege afforded the members of seeing these remains. 

Mr. C. TITE took this opportunity of thanking Mr. Pritchard 
in the name of t he Society for the great practical interest he 
had taken in the archroology of Bristol and the neighbourhood 
during the last quarter-of-a-century, and antiquaries in general 
owed him a great debt of gratitude. 

©ueen Ql:batlton. 

Lunch was partaken of at the Wingrove Arm , and after a 
brief inspection of Keynsham Church (which was not on the 
programme), t he members continued their di-ive to Queen 
Charlton to visit t he Church of St. Margaret (the Rev. G. E. 
Walters, Vicar). 

Dr. A. HAMIL'l'ON THOi\IPSON, F.S.A., said the history of the 
church was similar to that of ·Whitchurch, and it was still 
dependent upon the parish church of K eynsham. Its archi
tectural history was also closely parallel. The west wall of 
the nave contained some large stonework and quoining which 
seemed to have sUTvived from a buildjng existing before the 
XII Century. The lower part of the tower and north transept 
were of the last quarter of the XII Cen tury, lightly earlier 

I, Proc. Som. A1·ch. Soc., LXVUJ, 87-92; The Antiquaries J ournal, JI, 
371-375. 
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than those at Whitchurch: the east and west arches were here 
also pointed and unmoulded, and t he capitals of the corbelled 
shafts were merely scalloped. I t could hardly be doubted that 
the work at Whitchurch was a more elaborate and refined 
edit ion of Queen Charlton , possibly by the same designer. In 
both places the towers were of the axial type, forming separate 
b:uilclings between nave and chancel, with transeptal annexes: 
the south transept at Queen Charlton had been pulled down, 
but t,he arch which led into it remained and was now filled by 
a plain window. 

The chancel was lengthened in the XIII Century, and a 
chapel was added on the sout h side . This had been destroyed, 
but the arcade of two bays remained. The capitals of the pier 
and responds were exceptionally beautiful examples of XIII 
Century sculpture, c. 1230- 40. As in the corbels at Whit
church, t he foliage sprang directly from the heads of the 
shaft s without intervening neck-moulds : that type of design 
was peculiar t o that architectural district, and was seen at its 
best here and in the arcades at Nympsfield in Gloucestershire. 

No further additions were made to the body of the Church , 
though t he nave was largely ;rebuilt in the XV Century. The 
tower rose in two stages above the Church. The lower of 
them had wide two-light window-openings with round heads 
and moulded arches, and was completed soon after the work 
on the ground-floor. In the XV Century a tall upper stage 
with a battlemented parapet was built and buttresses added 
at the angles of the tower. 

The Church and the houses rou11d the village green form a 
p icturesque group of some architectural beauty , and this quiet 
and remote village, lying among country lanes, is singularly 
unspoiled by modern buildings. In the middle of t he green 
is a fine cross upon a lofty stepped base. H ere the members 
were p hotographed in a group. 

[filan,snpke. 

Proceeding to Cottle's Farm, Pensford, t he members were 
able to see a well preserved section of Wansdyke, by permission 
of the owner , Mr. Farnham F lower , and the tenant , Mr. Frank 
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Flower. Owing to standing grass, Wansdyke was approached 
from near the railway arch at the foot of Hursley Hill on the 
main Bristol to P ensford road. 

l\fr. H. ST. GEORGE GRAY explained, with regret, that Mr. 
Albany F. Major was unable to be present. We had in that 
position a vallum and fos e very clearly defined and of much 
larger dimensions t han most of W ansdyke in Somerset. It 
was here he had h oped to make a sectional cutting in time for 
the visit of the Society, but it had been impossible owing to 
t he latene s of the season , and the grass, intended for hay, 
was still standing. No excavations,- except a few on a com
para~ively small scalc,-4ad taken place across Wansdyke 
.since the end of last centur y when General Pitt-Rivers made 
some systematic cuttings in the neighbourhood of D evizes, 
when he (the speaker) gained his first experience in the methods 
of archreological excavating. In that part of Wiltshire the 
dyke proved to be Roman, Romano-Brit ish , or post-Roman, 
Pitt-Rivers found that in one position the builders of the dyke 
disregarded an earlier ent renchment , t he fosse of Wansdyke 
cu tting right through the camp. 

Mr. Gray drew attent ion to the Society's last visit to Wans
dyke at t he Bath Meeting in 1914 (Proc., LX, i, 62- 67, with 
illustrations), and suggested that excavations might be con
ducted some day in t he neighbourhood of Compton Dando ; 
after which he proceeded to read a, resume of Mr. Major's paper 
on "The Course of Wansdyke t hrough Somerset," which is 
printed in P a rt II of this volume. Before leaving L t.-Col. 
A. B. Prowse, M.D., made a few remarks. 

~Hanton IDrcw. 
The ancient remain and stone circles at Stanton Drew were 

visited next by t he kind permission of Mr. J. Eaton Coates 
(the owner of the two most n orthern circles) and Mr. Comber 
the tenan t of Church Farm. 

Professor C. LLOYD MORGAN, 1!'.R.S., standing on one of the 
prostrate stones of the N.E. circle, gave an interesting address 
which, on paper, h e sub equently recorded in the following 
words: 
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An a ncient structure is before us. · Un.hewn blocks of 
differing source are here grouped in three circles. There are 
out lying stones arranged in avenues. Further off is " the 
Cove " in one direction, the quoit in another direction. There 
seems to be definite alignment-for example, (i) that of the 
centre of the Grea.t Circle down the avenue therefrom; (ii) that 
from the Cove through the centre of the Great Circle to that of 
the ~.E. Circle. Questions, then, arise. ]For what purpose 
was t his elaborate structlll'e designed 1 When 1 By what 
folk 1 Whence cam e the stones 1 How were they brought 1 
The answer to the last question i · wholly conjectural. We 
can , however , say with some confiden ce that most of the stones 
were brought from the neighbourhood of W est Harptree where 
similar unhewn blocks still lie at the surface. Others came 
from elsewhere- from sites to which probability points. There 
is little doubt that the folk were pre-Aryan immigrants who 
came across Europe from North Africa where they were in 
contact with, and influenced by E gyptian culture. TlLis gives 
a clue to t he " when." On diverse grounds we may provi
sionally assign an init ial d ate som ewhere between 2,000 and 
2,500 B.c. But the construction was probably not all of one 
date. There seems evidence that it preserves a record in 
stone of an earlier cult when the year was divided into two 
half-year periods, with the hinge-points early in May and 
November ; and a later cult with solc;titial turning-points. 
Stonehenge seems to have been re-constructed when the later 
cult had prevailed ; t races of the earlier cult are scanty. 
Stn,nton Drew may preserve a fuller record of both. In 
accordance with t he May-November year the avenue from the 
Great Circle is approximately aligned to the rising sun ea.rly 
in May. In accordance ,vith the later June-December year 
the alignment from t he Cove, t hrough the circle-centres (ii) is 
approximately to the rising sun at t-hc summer solstice. If 
t his be so, the purpose on the part of the wiser few who did 
the planning, earlier and later, may well have been to aid the 
ignorant many in their agricultural procedure in due season. 
But the wiser few may have been priests as well as men of 
science who knew not a litt le of astronomy. We may be in 
presence not only of an observatory ani! a calendar- not only 
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of a training-ground for scientific work (and used as such in 
our own day by undergraduates of the University of Bristol )
but of a temple for r eligious observances. Who can tell with 
assurance 1 Some perhaps may say that all this is merely 
conjectural theory . But what does this mean 1 I take it 
to mean, at bottom, that we should accept only the bare facts 
that lie open to trained inspection, and should studiously 
refrain from any attempt to furnish an historical interpreta
tion. I s not this rather a " dry as the stones " outlook on 
Stanton Drew 1 Should we not try to linJ-: it up with the life 
of those who once lived here, and with still-current customs 
and follc-lore 1 

:ri'lr. H. ST. GEORGE G RAY said we had yet to see the southern 
circle of the group and the so-called ' Cove ' near the west end 
of the Church. There was a good deal of _printed material on 
Stanton Drew which had been set out chiefly by C. W. Dymond 
in his monograph on "The Ancient Remains of Stanton Drew." 
Since that was issued in 1896, the circles h ad been a good deal 
neglected, and several of the prostrate stones of t he great 
circle had become covered with turf. They were, however , 
syst ematically cleared by H.M. Office of Works in 1912, when 
a new plan ·was made by the authorities . 1 There had been no 
alteration in the measurement of the cliameter of the circles ; 
the great circle was 368, the s . circle 145 and the N .E. circle 
97 feet in diam et.er. 

The centre of the great circle, the centre of the X .E . circle 
and ' the Cove' were nearly in line; while t he centre of the 
s . circle, the centre of the great circle and 'Hauteville's 
Quoit ' were nearly in line. The ' Quoit ' stone was n am ed 
after Sir J ohn H auteville, who, tradition told, pitched it down 
from Maeslmoll. 

Besides that group of circles there was no other stone circle 
in Somerset, so far as we were aware, excep t that (a compara
tively small example) which some of the members visited on 
Withypool Hill last year. 

The four most important circles, or groups of circles, in 

1. Stukeley's au t ograph mem oranda and engravings of the Stanton Drew 
monument were sold a t Sotheby's auction rooms on 15 Jul y, 1924, L ot 283. 
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England were Stonehenge, Avebury, Arbor Low (Derbyshire), 
and Stanton Drew. Excavations were still going on at Stone
henge under the supervision of Colonel H awley; at Avebury 
the speaker had worked on behalf of the British Association 
for five short seasons; at Arbor Low he directed excavations 
as long ago as 1901 and 1902. Stanton Drew had not been 
touched by the spade, except in the clearing of some of the 
stones . 

Although Sir Norman Lockyer never visi_ted Stan ton Drew 
he worked a t it astronomically on the ordnance maps, and his 
observations were recorded in his work on " Stonehenge and 
other British Stone Circles ." 

(Formerly called " Firgrove " ). 

It is said that the foundations of a former h ouse here show 
work of t he t ime of Henry VII and other parts are Eliza bethan 
and Stuart. The old house appears to have been rebuilt in 
1656 by H,ichard Vickris, a merchant of Bristol. His grandson, 
Richard, received pardon at the hands of Judge Jeffreys,
at what cost is unknown. Robert Summers, of H averfordwest, 
bought the property from the la st of the Vickris family. One 
of the outbuildings bears the init ials R.S. 1750 on the weather
vane. In 1 766 he purchased the manor of Chew Magna with 
North Wick and the m anor of Dundry . Anne, daughter of 
Robert and Mary Summers, married James Harford and 
through this marriage the property came into the hands of the 
Harford family. In 1845 it was dispersed by auction. William · 
Adlam, who married a grand-daugh ter of J ohn Harford, 
bought t he house and some of . the land, but not t he manorial 
right s, which were acquired by t he Rev. E. A. Ommanney, 
vicar of Chew Magna. H e sold them to J ohn Colthurst , who 
left t hem to his daught er, E llen , from whom the late Mr. 
Edward J. Thatcher bought them an d united house an d manor 
once 1nore. 

On arrival the members were entertained to Tear-delight
fully laid out in two reception-rooms- by Mrs. E. J. Thatcher. 
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She was cordially thanked on behalf of those p resent by Dr. 
H amilton Thompson. 

After tea t he house was inspected. and the initials R.V. 
(Vickris) and date 1656 were seen on the staircase and on the 
:fireplace in t he hall. Some ~arly panelling attracted attention 
in the west bedroom, and in the west drawing-room a door 
te1n7J. Hem y VII. Three overmantels, probably by Flemish 
artists, were seen in the reception-room s,- " The Adoration 
of the :Magi " said to be by Albert Diirer, and two of later date, 
" The Martyrdom of St. Sebastian " and " The Martyrdom of 
St. Catherine of Alexandria. " 

It was 5.30 p.m. when t he member. began to assemble at 
the Church , where they were met by the Vicar, the Rev. Chas. 
Browne, L L.D. 

Dr. A. HAl\mJTON THOMPSO~ said the manor of Chew Magna 
belonged to the bishopric of Bath and W ells, and the bishops 
had a house to the east of the Church . The Church was in 
the bishops' collation. and, though it actually formed no 
prebend in the church of Wells, was occasionally referred .to 
as the prebendal · church of Chew, and was within t he juris
diction of the dea n and chapter. A pen ion of ten marks 
was annually paid by t he rector , by ordinance of Bishop 
Jocelyn , towards the maintenance of the daily service of our 
Lady in Wells Cathedral. In 1341 the Church was appro
priated to the ' table ' or private revenue of the bishops, by 
commi saries appointed by the archbishop of Canterbury in 
pursuance of a papal bull. The rector, Thomas of H aselshaw, 
canon of Wells and prebendary of W ormestre, continued. to 
hold the living for some years after ; but a vicarage was 
ordained by Bishop Ralph in 1349, by which the demesne tithes 
and rectorial jurisdiction, together with a pension of £10 yearly, 
were reserved to the bishop , and the vicar was charged with 
certain pensions to t he churches of Bath and Wells, with t he 
payment of t en marks yearly to the choristers of Wells, and 
with the provision of parish chaplains in t he church of Chew 
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and t he chapel of Dundry. By the same ordinance, three 
chantries were founded in t he church . At the Reformation, 
the manor, rectory and t he advowson of t he vicarage were 
transferred to the Crown and came into lay h ands. 

The Church had been described in Vol. XLVII of our P1'0-
ceedings, and the interesting monuments, including the striking 
wooden effigy in the south aisle (Proc. , LXVII, Plate iv) 1 and 
the remarkable St. L oe monument in the n or th chapel (Proc., 
L XX, Plate iv, fig. 1 and P late v, fig. 3), had received full 
comment in articles by Dr. Fryer. The building was large 
and without great architectural interest, apart from the 
beautiful tower. Broad aisles and chapels were added to the 
Church in t he XIV Century : the sou th arcade of the nave 
might be somewhat earlier. The tower, in four stages, was 
nearly identical in design with the neighbouring tower at 
Winford , though somewhat less graceful: a noticeable feature 
in both was the prominent turret in the north-east corner. 
Of the chapels, that on the north was the burial-place of the 
St. L oes and Stracheys of utton Court, while the south chapel 
was appropriated by the Baber family, to whom t he manor came 
in the reign of E lizabeth. The . outh chapel was divided , 
apparently in the XVI Century, into two floors, and was 
connected with the manor-house by a gallery, now destroyed. 
The dividing floor was now removed. but the large plain 
mullioned windows of t he upper stage remained. The chancel 
screen appeared to be modern, although it might contain some 
portions of old work : the thinness of its detail was somewhat 
relieved by gilding and colour. 

Mr. H. ST. GEORGE GRAY said t hey had seen three Norman 
fonts that day- at Whitchurch , Stanton Drew and Chew 
Magna, of which the two latter were the earlier. Four silver 
chalices had been seen, that at Whitchurch without marks, 
th e Queen Charlton specimen with date-mark 1574, and the 
two examples at Chew Magna, one of which had the date-letter 
for 1570, the other inscribed on the button 1576. There was 

J. Tho effigy of oak marked as being erected to the memory of Su· John 
Hautevillo cannot be intended for him, as h e lived in the reign of Heru-y lJI, 
a nd the figure was not carved until 1340-50. It is probably to J oh n \-Vych , 
who acquired the manor of :Noi-ton Hautcville in 1328 and died in 1346. 
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also a cup marked 1571 at Bu tcom be (four miles west of 
Chew).1 

The motor-coaches left the church gates about 6 o'clock, 
and arrived at the Royal Hotel, Bristol, at 6.30 p.m. ; t he 
programme had been very full and varied . 

~bitll Dap'.s ~toceelJintJ.S. 
This morning was devoted to Bri ·tol, and at 9.4-0 a .m. the 

members assembled at 

~t. 9!!'atp JRenclitfe '2rbutcb (Plate II), 

the Rev. Canon J. N. Bateman-Champain, Vicar . 
Mr. H AROLD BRAKSPEAR, l!'.S.A., was the chief speaker here, 

and at t he close of t he proceeding. he was very cordially 
thanked for having come from Corsham to give the Society 
the benefit of his great knowledge of this noble edincc. 

The following is a resume of his description of the Church : 
The renewal of the masonry, the scraping of the walls . and 
much so-called restoration makes the task of clucicfating the 
architectural history of this beautiful church a very difficult 
one. 

There is no doubt that there ,rns a great Church here in the 
XII Cen tury. Of this Church the north porch remains almost 
intact and i not later than 119,0, and also the south-west 
angle with its vice and the core of the west wall. This Church 
was probably cruciform with a central tower. The nave was 
approximately t he . ame width as the pre ·ent one and was 
vaulted throughou t. The wall ribs of the main span arc still 
visible in t he south wall of t he tower. 

I ndulgences for the buildfag of the Church were granted in 
1232, 1246, l 278, ancl 1287 ; and if. as seems certain, the 
Church had been completed about 1190, these i nclulgences, 
granted so soon after , suggest some catastrophe, pro bably the 
settlement or falling of the central tower . 

1. "AL the Bridgwator Assizes, 14 August, 1809, Sarah Crocker, aged 22, 
for stealing the sacram ental p late from the parish chm-eh . .Butcombl', was 
sentenced to Death."-We8tem Flying P ost, 21 August 1809. 

Vol. LXX (Fourth S eries, Vol. X), Part I . D 
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A new tower was commenced at the west end of the north 
aisle, as there was no room for it between the west end and the 
street. It was only carried up one story, and a groove for the 
flushing, which is still to be seen above the floor of the ringing
chamber, s uggests that it was then covered with a flat lead 
roof. 

The beautiful addition to the north porch was probably 
made to accommodate pilgrims to an important relic of Our 
Lady which was presented to the Church towards the end of 
the XIII Con tury. 

In the second quarter of the XIV Century the south aisle 
of the nave was rebuilt and made wider. This was vaulted 
and the south porch added. But further work was brought 
to a standstill by the Black Death in 1349. 

When the parish had recovered from the scourge, c. 1355, 
it was determined to entirely rebuild the XII Century Church 
upon a magnificent scale. First, a crypt was made below the 
n orth tran. opt to contain the bones disturbed by the new work, 
but no further work was done on this side. The first section 
to be curried to completion was the :;oul,lt tra,nsept and a 
straight joint against the nave and chancel walls of the old 
church can still be traced. 

The eastern Lady-chapel and presbytery were then built 
up to the walls of the existing Church. The chapel was to 
ha.ve been one bay in length, but was extended to the boundary 
of the churchyard , and a processional path was formed under 
the ndded bay. This work was in progress in 1385. as is 
proved by wills of this time. Before the western part of the 
presbyter.v wa · completed the north transept wa. raised upon 
the cr,vpt alread:v excavated and completed. 

Over the cros ·ing the ma.in walls were carried up to form a 
low tower to cover the junction of the steep roofs, but there 
is no evidence that it ,va. intended a a lantern open to the 
Church. 

The presbytery on completion would be available for divine 
worship and so a llow the work in the nave to be proceeded 
with at leisure. 

As we have seon , the south-west angle of the old Church, 
the vice, and the core of the we t wall were retained in the new 



MARY REDCLIFFE BRISTOL 

, ,,:;, ·:,:c=:::::::;~::==::::::::::i'S.= 

; , i : ~ ! 
i ; i CHAPEL 

·········-···:~··········-··-··t ... ,..~~' :; , 
l 1 l ~ i , 
• : I I l 
: I l?t l 

·. ···:·.::c::::::~::::::::::::::-!1<::: :::::::::'$,:::::::::.::JJL:::::::t: :::::::t:~~:~:::: :::.: 
NAVE i ! 8 ! i OU 

! : of ~~-1 -- --
~ •' ~- ~ ; I 
~ : I ;~j '"----- ----

·:: : ~'~.·.·:. ·.·: ::: . ·~: ·.·::: :::·. *::: :.·.·.·.· ©::.::·:::·.~: ::: ::::::~ ••.•• ::: ~::~: ·r: . . . . .. ' 
i ! ·s~ cwp<i:,E":, ·c►.• 

: : ::::-::c.o:·~::::.-::-::.·:::,♦....' 'C'C'"""'· 
I ! 5: KAT~Eb1NES (" 
i ! CAN'fMC.t.~ c-! ! 

? SNICHOLAS' CH~ 

1:)50 K> 20 4-0 so GO 00 ')O "'" l.1......=-±:....==:::i:=======--===--::=::l::I =:-:==L=l:::::-==i==-::=l:==-==t=::==1 

PLATE 11. 

~ 

DATE.S. 

C 1185 et :ieq. 
c. 1230. 

c. 1290. 

c.. r~20 

C. 1~50 

C.. 1~75 

c. 1400 

C 1475 
MODERN 

MEitsvi\Co A..,o onAWH UY 
RALPH H.6R(N l NALL A NO 
f'RAt•OC OOWOC:N f'Orl 

OATLEY ANO LAIJ/RfNCE 

ARCH'.' ElRISTOL :JAN:ry7! 



C!tnrch nf St. Nicholas, Bristol. x lY 

building. The south ai5le, begun before the Black Death but 
perhaps not completed, was adapted to the new work, and 
differences from t he other aisles may be noticed in the four
centred windows which fit the curve of the vaulting. 

The whole church was vaulted in stone apparently pari pa.ssu 
with the different ections of the work. Though t he great 
rebuilding could not have been completed much before the 
end of the XIV Cent ury, new work wa being done in the 
middle of the X V Century. 

The clerestory windows of the presbytery, nave, and north 
transept ·were removed, and larger ones, which do not fit the 
vaults, inserted . The walls were panelled, the transepts were 
raised to t he level of the presbytery and nave, and all the steep 
roofs were drnpped. The open parapet which surrounds the 
upper par t of the Church seems to belong to the XIV Century 
building. ln raising the transepts t he south transept vault 
was not interfered with , but t hat in the north transept has 
been altered next t he side walls to jump over t he inser ted 
windows. 

The spire which had been added to the completed tower 
wa destroyed during a thunderstorm in 1445. 

The completed Church , as it is to-day, consist s of an eastern 
Lady Chapel of t ,,·o bays ; a presbytery of five bays, with 
a.isles ; a north transept of t hree bays, with east and west 
aisles, over rt crypt under t he two northern bays ; a south 
transept of ,;imilar size : a nave of six bays. wi th aisles; north 
and south porches; and a great tower, occupying two bays 
at the weRt encl of the north aisle . 

~-i fuller account of this noble Church. by 1\fr. Brakspear, 
will be found in Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire 
Archceologica / Society , Vol. XLlV. 

<Zrbutcb of ~t. J0icbola~. 
On leaving St. l\1ary Redcliffe Church some of the members 

inspected Canynges · H ouse in Redcliffe Street. At l l o'clock 
the Church of St. Nicholas was visited for the purpose of seeing 
t he ancient crypt. 

H ere the mem ber;:; were met by the Rev. Canon C. P. Wilson 
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who said that originally t here was a church in tha t situation on 
the old city wall. The earlie t church was b uil t c. 1030: it was 
r epaired and b eau t ified in 1361, and t he crypt dated from 
c. 1503. The Church became dangerous abou t 1762- 68. when 
it was t aken down and rebuilt , an d the st ructure was aga.in 
restored in 1823. The groined roof and bosses of t he crypt 
were very perfect.1 

1Bristol <ltatbeoral. 

From St. N icholas ' Church th e members p roceeded to the 
Ca thedral , where t hey were welcomed b y t he R ev. Canon R. J. 
Fletcher , D .D . , on behalf of t he D ean and Chapter . 

D r. A . HAMILTO~ Tn oMPSO~ , in the course of his address, 
said th e t wo great churches of Bristol differed \videly in their 
or iginal character and purpose. W hile St . Mary Redcliffe was 
m erely a parochia l chap el a.t t ached to the Chmch of Becl
m inster , the r evenues of which formed a prebencl in Salisbm·y 
Cathedral, and while it s present splen dour was due to the 
m unificen ce of cit izens , the Cathedral Ch.m ch was the church 
of an abbey of August inian Canons , who formed a community 
liv ing ou t side the life of t he city . At i ts foundation in the 
X II Century , t he abbey became a member of the order or 
congregation of Victorine canon s, whose chief h ouse wa:- the 
famous a bbey of St. Vict or at Paris, illustrious for the contri
bution s of it s members t o philosophy , m ystical theology. and 
religious poetry . Its m ediev al history, for so important a 
hou se, was uneven tful; but it was one of the churches select ed 
by Henry VIII as the sea t of a new bish opric after the sup 
p ression of t he mon asteries, and in 1542 it became the some
what inconvenient hea d of a diocese which, apart from Bristol 
an d a few neighbouring parish es, consisted of the distant 
county of Dorset , an arrangement which survived un til the 
union of t h e sees of Gloucester and Bristol in 1836. The see 
of Bristol recovered its independen ce in 1897, and was n o,v t he 
hea d of a m ore man ageable diocese. 

1. See t he two pla tes in th e Brist ol v olume of the Arch reological Inst itute, 
1853, p . 122. 
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The Church and monastic buildings had been fully described, 
with a coloured plan, by Mr. Roland W. Paul in Archc,eologia, 
Yol. LXIII (1911- 12). To t his little could be added. The utter 
disappearance of the XII Century nave, which appeared to 
have fallen into decay before th e suppression was much to be 
regretted, and nothing was known of its design. The work of 
that period in the transept was plain walling without archi
tectural features ; but, in compensation, the magnificent 
chapter-house with its vestibule, built late in the XII Century, 
i. comparable to the best work of its age, although its effect 
had suffered by the destruction of its eastern bay or apse. 
Equall? fine from the point of view of detail was the Elder 
Lady Chapel , east of the north transept, with its elaborate 
XIII Century arcading. 

The architectural importance of the rebuilding of the ch oir, 
begun in 1298, had perhaps not r eceived ufficient attention. 
The peculiarity of its design was well known : t he arrange
ment of a central space and aisles of uniform height, with 
arches buttres.·ing the middle vault across th e aisles, was more 
original than beautiful, and the effect was somewhat awkward. 
l n the treatment which it involved, however, an early :sLep 
,ms made towards that predominance of vertical lines which 
characterises later Gothic art and towards the subordination 
of decorative detail and sculpture to the design of a stone 
framework with superficial ornament of a stereotyped kind. 
Similar tendencies appeared in the choir of Wells and at 
Ottery St. Mary, though on more conventional lines, during 
the first half of the XIV Century, and were steps in the progress 
to-,rnrds the premature appearance of the latest Gothic style 
in the choir at Gloucester about 1350. Bristol, however , 
might claim t he earliest p lace in this development. 

Fourteenth-century work of great beauty on a smaller scale 
occurred in the vestibule to the Berkeley chapel south of the 
choir. Of the XV Century, the central to,ver was the principal 
£ea ture : the cloist er walk belonged to the same p eriod, and 
the gateway of the monastery, with its XII Centlll'y arch, was 
remodelled a.bout the same time. The building of the n ave 
and western towers by G. E. Street, and the rearrangement of 
the choir and its stalls by J. L. Pearson had their own merits, 
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but somewhat obscured the older features of a building which, 
if its full interest was not visible at first sight, nevertheless 
contained individual features which were as worthy of attention 
as those of many greater and more striking churches. 

M:r. Paul had expounded with great clearness the plan and 
extensive remains of the monastic buildings. Recentl)-, the 
dormitory upon the first floor of the eastern range of the 
cloister had been carefully restored to provide accommodation 
for vestries and meetings, and was accessible from the church 
by the old night-stair of the canons in the south transept. 
Thus at Bristol, as at Chester, the buildings of the monastery 
were being turned to account for the purposes of a church 
which was a centre of diocesan activ ity. 

@:be auon ©otge. 
In spite of unfavourable weather about thirty-five of the 

members accompanied Dr. S. H. REYNOLDS, Professor of 
Geology in the University of Bristol, to t he Avon Gorge to 
learn something of its geology and geography. 

After lunch the party travelled by train from Clifton Down 
Station to Sea Mills, and in the station waiting-room Professor 
Reynolds gave a short address before proceeding on t he 2} 
miles' wallr, following the winding course of the Av on to 
Hotwells. The members had to shelter once or twice in the 
huts along the route, when the natural features of the gorge 
were pointed out and explained. 

Professor Reynolds' paper on the subject, with diagrams, 
is printed in Part II of this volume. 

At the termination of the journey the leader was cordially 
thanked by General W . nu G. GRAY, c.B. This concluded 
the Bristol Meeting of 1924. 


