
PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

SQMERSETSHIRE ARCH.iEOLOGICAL AND 

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

DURING THE YEA R 

I 922. 

T HE Seventy-Fourth Annual :i\'Ieeting of t he Somersetshire 
Archreological and Natural History Society was held at 

Clevedon on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, July 4th, 
5th and 6th. 

There was a large attendance at the Annual General Meeting, 
which was held in t he Public Hall, beginning at 11.30 a.m. 
The chair was taken by the retiring President, Sir C. HEROULES 
READ, LL.D., P.S .A., and he was supported by the Hon. Prof. 
Sir William Boyd Dawkins, D.sc., F.R.s . (P1·esident-Elect} , 
t he Rev. Dr. J. Al'mitage Robinson , Dean of Wells, the Rt. 
Hon. Hemy Hobhouse, and lVIr. A. F. Somerville ( Vice-P?·esi­
clents), the R ev. Dr. S. J. M. Price (Ohai1·man of Council} , 
Messrs. Charles Tite and Henry Symonds (Hon . Secretm·ies}, 
and Mr. H. St. George Gray (Asst.-Secreta1·y and Oumtor). 

Colonel W. LoNG, c .:M:.G., as chairman of t he Urban District 
Council, and one of the t hree surviving members of t he Society 
dating from the sixties of last century, extended to the visitors 
a hearty welcome to Clevedon, which had been their meeting­
place on· three previous occasions, namely in 1860, 1881 and 
1899. 

Mr. HENRY SY:M:ONDS, F.S.A., one of the Hon. Secretaries, 
read the Annual Report, which was as follows :-

Vol. LXVIII (Fou1·th S eries, Vol. VIII), Pa·rt I . D 
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~be annual lReport. 
" In presenting the seventy-fourth annual report, the 

Council wishes to state t hat since the last annual meeting 82 
new n ames have been added to t he list of members. Losses 
caused by death and resignation for the year 1921-22 have 
been 67 . The net gain has been 15. The total membership 
at date is 1069 against 1054 at the Crewkerne Meeting, 1921, 
and 1017 at the Bridgwater Meeting, 1920. 

" The Society records with much regret the loss by death 
of :-The Right Rev. G. W. Kennion, D.D., Bishop of Bath 
and Wells, 1894-1921, who was a Vice-President of the Society 
from 1895 to the end of last year, and President on the occa­
sion of t he Society's visit to Wells in 1909; Mr. H. W. P aget 
Hoskyns, of North Perrott (1905), Local Secretary for Crew­
kerne; Mr. J ohn Higgins (1884), President of the Shepton 
l\Iallet Natural History Society; l\Irs . Ashworth Hallet {1876) ; 
Capt. Ashcroft Bradbury (1918) ; l\'Ir. F. H. Cheetham {1875) ; 
l\fr. T. W . Cuffe {1911) ; the Rev. W. Houghton {1912); 
Lt.-Col. A. V. K yrke (1910) ; Mr. E . Lee l\fichell {1912) ; 
Mr. J. E. 1\finns, F.R.M.s. {1920); 1\lh. Walter Nield {1901); 
Mr. J. Banks Pittman {1891); Dr. G. F. Rossiter (1877) ; 
Mr. A . G. Snelgrove {1911); t he R ev. J. A. Sorby (1904); 
Mr. T. E. Strachey (1914); Mr. H. King Sturdee (1913); 
Mr. Edward Vaughan {1918); and Lt.-Col. T. L. Walsh (1905). 

" The deficit on the Society's General Account at the end 
of 1920 was £8 12s. 6d. At t he close of 1921 the adverse 
balance had been slight ly increased to £20 11s. 2d. This 
deficit was entirely due to the greatly increased charges for 
the production of the volume of P1·oceedings for 1920 (issued 
in 1921), the total cost of which amounted to £324 l 6s. 5d. 
The net expenses attending the issue of Vol. LXVII for 1921 
(issued this year) amounted .to £214 16s. Sd. Special thanks 
are due to Dr. A. C. Fryer for his generosity in defraying the 
cost of the plates of Monumental Effigies in the last as in 
previous volumes. 

" A large proportion of the members of t he Society elected 
before July, 1920, still pay the old minimum subscription of 
!Os . 6d. Until a larger income is obtainable certain depart-
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ments of the Society's work will continue to suffer from lack 
of funds. 

" Among the new acquisitions in the manuscript depart­
ment of the Library are t he following : Four large sheets of 
pedigrees of the Kings of Bawdrip, the Osiers of Bridgw-ater, 
the Brownes of Dulverton, and the Blakes of Wilts, Rants 
and Somerset, given by the compiler, Mr. Vivian H. King; 
several Somerset deeds presented by Lord Hylton and Mr. 
A. W. Marks; information compiled for 'Somerset In­
cumbents' by the Rev. E. J. D. Hellier; and coloured 
drawings, by Mr. F. Stansell of Bath, of uniforms of the 
Somerset Regiment, 1685-1915, and of the West Somerset 
Yeomanry, 1796-1906. 

" The printed books acquired for the Library includes Sir 
Arthur Evans' magntbm opus, ' The Palace of Minas at ICnossos,' 
vol. I , presented by Mr. Wm. Wyndham. 

" The Museum acquisitions are described annually in the 
Curator's report, but a valuable donation should be men­
tioned here, consisting of two small silver cups formerly used 
in celebrating the ' Ordinance' at South Petherton; both 
are of the reign of William Ill. 1 

"Mr. William Wyndham of Orchard Wyndham has re­
cently founded a Trust for the delivery of a series of lectures 
on the history, archreology and anthropology of Taunton and 
West Somerset to the pupils of state-aided secondary schools 
and public elementary schools in Taunton. The trustees 
include the chairman for the time being of the Council and two 
members of the Society appointed by the Council, the other 
trustees being mainly representatives of the educational 
authorities in the borough. It is believed that t he lectures 
will provide a most useful course of instruction on the subjects 
chosen by the founder, whose generosity is thoroughly appre­
ciated by the Council. 

"The Council has relinquished for the present the super­
vision of the excavations at Glastonbury Abbey, and has 
informed the Abbey Trustees of its decision. 

1. Figured in Proc. Soc. A ntiq. L ond., XII, 170 ; also in this volume under 
" Donations to the l\'Iuseum." 



X IV Seve7~ty-:foul'th Annual J.l1.ceting. 

"Archreological excavations have recently been conducted 
by ~IT. St. George Gray on behalf of t he Somerset Earth works 
Committee, at Caclbur y Camp, in the parish of Tickenham, 
the results of which will be briefly reported upon during the 
period of t he meeting. 

" The excavations at the Meare Lake Village were resumed 
for t]ll.'ee weeks in September last, when Dr. Bulleid and .J-Ir. 
Gray were able to report one of their most successful season's 
work . A field belonging to the Som erset County Council and 
containing some of the largest dwelling-mounds was partly 
examined , and a continuation of the same work will be in 
progress for 2! weeks from August 25th next. The antiqui­
ties discovered last season and in previous years are exhibited 
in the Society's Museum . This excavation fund is low, and 
Mr. Gray will be glad to receive don ations towards the forth­
coming work. 

"Archreological discoveries of considerable interest to 
students of the historic period have been made in the north 
of the county at Keynsham. On the site of Messrs. Fry's new 
chocolate works and garden city, two stone coffins (one lead 
lined) were found in May last, con taining human skeletons, 
but no relics actually associated with the bones. 1 Roman 
coins and pottery were, however , found close to the coffins. 
Then, in digging graves in Keynsham Cemetery tesserae and 
a few miscellaneou s Roman remains have been found during 
the year, and in June trial-excavations were carried out by 
the Keynsham Parish Council resulting in further discoveries 
including stone steps, walling, tessellated pavement (reel, 
white a nd blue), an d a stone column. 

"Archreological field-work in Somerset h as also been actively 
pursued in another direction. Mr. Albany Major , o.B.E., who 
recently p ublished a paper in the Wiltshire A1·clueological 
Magazine on the Wansclyke in Wilts, has this year, wit h the 
assistance of Mr . G . E. Cruiokshank, F .S.A., not only con ­
siderably added t o our k n owledge of th e Wansd yke from t he 

1. These coffins aro fully described in The Antiquaries Journal, Vol. II 
(Oct., 1922), pp. 37 L-375 (illus. ). This report, with slight amplification, is 
reprinted in this volume. 
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Wilts border to 1\'[aesknoll, but has traced its continuation in 
diminished proportions and at intervals from Maeslmoll to 
Portbury. 

" Further precautions have been taken to ensure the safety 
of the Stone Circle on \iVithypool Common, E xmoor. 

"So much for the passed year's work. For the future the 
Council hope that it may l?e possible, in conjunction with Dr. 
Waiter, to undertake systematic excavations on Ham Hill. 
But this will depend upon the amount of contributions offered 
by members of the Society and other friends . 

"A Committee organized by Professor Mawer of Liverpool 
University has been formed to consider the matter of a com­
plete Sur vey of P lace-Names. The Council is waiting for 
further information; but it is hoped that individual members 
interested in this subject will undertake some practical work 
for the Survey. 

" It is hoped that a means may be found to publish t he new 
material on Somerset Chm ch Bells, with illustrations, col­
lected during several years of research and enquiry by Mr. 
H. B. Waltors, F .S .A. 

" The Natural History Sections fully justify their existence, 
and they have held several indoor meetings as well as their 
field-days. The herbarium has been added to during the year 
and the new specimens have been mounted by Mr. T. vV. 
Cowan . The Ornithological Section issued its longest annual 
report last spring. The Entomological and Microscopical 
Sections have also been very active. In t he autumn it is 
proposed to hold a joint meeting of all these Sections at 
Tatmton Castle. 

" The ~'l.useum was visited by 8393 persons last year, in­
cluding 1873 visits from members. This showed a small 
decrease as compared with 1919 and 1920. 

" In accordance with Rule II one-third of the elected mem­
bers of the Council retire annually by rotation, but are eligible 
for re-election. Those retiring at this meeting are the Rev. A. J . 
H ook, the Rev. Dr. S. J . M. Price, t he Rev . G. W. Saunders 
and ::.VIr. Henry Symonds, all of whom are willing to act again." 

The PrtESIDENT, in moving the adoption of the report, 
regarded it as being of an entirely satisfactory character, and 
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he thought that very few of the local societies of this country 
could venture to come into competition with the Somerset 
Society. H e hoped that in due course something would be 
done towards a systematic exploration of Ham Hill, one of 
the most considerable Roman and pre-Roman sites that they 
had in this county. 

The Rt. Hon. H. HoBHOUsE; in seconding the motion, 
mentioned the large membership of the Society and the in­
creasing subscriptions, and spoke in high terms of the work 
achieved by their Curator. He reminded the members that 
the County Council had pleasure in allowing the Society to 
carry on their excavations at the lVIeare Lake Village, provided 
proper arrangements were made with the tenant. He also 
spoke of the work of the Natural History Sections of the 
Society, making special reference to the protection of wild 
birds. 

Sir .AMBROSE ELTON, Bart., supported t he motion and 
congratulated the Society on the manner in which it had 
pulled through during the hard times of war, and on the 
progress it had made quite recently. 

The Repo-rt was adopted unanimously. 

§inance$. 
The Rev. S. J. M. PRICE, D.D., F.S.A., presented the State­

ment of Receipts and Payments for the year 1921, and proposed 
their adoption. He said that while their overdraft had in­
creased to £20, he regarded their position better than it was 
last year, in view of the fact that the cost of the Proceedings 
for 1921 was less, and there was a prospect of the subscrip­
tions for the ensuing year being larger. 

Mr. C. TITE, one of the Hon. Secretaries, seconded the 
proposition, which was carried. 



Qlnnttfll !ilCtOUntj:) of tbe SOnter~et~bire !ilCCDfltO{O!JlCfl[ tlll'O ~tltUCftl "iP,iGtOC~ SOCietr . 

R E CEIP'l'S AND PAYlli EN'l'S ACCOUNT FOR T HE YEAR 1921. (GENERAL AOOOUNT). 

R EOEIPTS. P AYMEN'r S. 

'l'o Members' Subscrip tions 1920 
1021 
1922 

, I\Iemb01·s' Entrance Fees 
,, Donations-General 
., Mu seum Receipts 
.. P ublications ... 
" Rents 
, An nual Meeting, Cr ewkcmo 
, Dividonds-New Zealand t% Stock (Book 

Account) ... ... 
5% War Loanllon d 

, Miscellaneous Recoipts ... 
'fransfer f rom Woodward l!'und .. . 

Capital Account, .. . 
Wiglesworth Fund 

, Bank Overdraft as at 31st Deceruber, 1021 

£ s . d . £ s. d. 

10 14 6 
739 11 6 

7 1 0 

4 6 0 
7 0 0 

2 7 0 
1 15 6 
2 6 0 

757 7 0 
40 8 6 
3 2 0 

124 12 3 
25 15 2 
34 14 0 
32 17 2 

Jl 6 0 
6 13 0 

6 8 6 
20 11 2 

.£1,063 14 9 

By Bank Balance overdr·awn, 31st D ec. 1920 
, General Printin g and St ationery ... 
, Fuel and Light .. . 
, Repairs to Build ings ... ... 
., R epa irs and Renewals of Fumishiugs 
., Extensions of Ftunisbings 
, General l-,ostagcs and 'J'elegrams 
, lnsurances ... 
" Rates a.nd 'raxes 
, I•etty Expenses 
, Sundry Payments 
, Rent of Yard ... .. . 
, ' Vatermain \Vayleave .. . . .. 
, Assistant-Secre tary and Curator's Salary 
, '\Vagos of Staff 
,, Accountant's Charges 
., Books an d Bookbind in g ... 
, Subscriptions to Societ ies 

, , ' ' Procoedi.n gs,' ' 1920* 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
8 12 6 

6 0 4 
47 9 9 
23 18 1 
6 14 1 
5 9 9 

16 6 11 
29 0 11 

114 1 2 
6 7 ll 
5 19 7 
2 0 0 
0 1 0 

275 0 0 
158 19 5 

5 5 0 
20 16 5 
6 15 6 

730 5 10 
324 16 5t 
---

£1,063 14 9 
=------

• The total cost t o the Society of the" I>r oceeclings ," Vol. L XVII, for 1921, was £214 16s. &l., of which nothing had boon paid ou D ccember31st, 1921. 

t This does not include £20 I5s. &l., contr ibuted to the Illustration Fund. 

Audited and found correct. J anuary 11th, 1922. 

A. C. MOLE & CO., Incm·pon!.tecl.,(ccountants, 'l'a1<11 t011. 
H . .T. BADCOCK, Hon. T1'oastt1'C >'S. 
REGINALD BOYLE, 

~ 
~· 

§ 
c:; 
"' ;-> 

:-l ... ..... ..... 



To T ransfer to Oencrn.l Account 
, Balance c/d 

To Transfer to Oonoral Account 

SPEC[i\L AnCOUNTS AS AT 31st rmCJ<:MBEH, 19-21. 

WOODWARD FUN D. 
£ s. d. £ s. d . 

2 7 0 
158 4 10 

160 11 10 

By BnltttiCO rww 19 20 
, Interest for the Yrar 

Balance b/d 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT (LIFE MEMBERSHIP FEES). 
£ s. d. £ s. cl. 
1 15 6 

1 15 6 
Rnlltnco 5% War l.o~tn J3onds (.£200) 1tt cost ... 179 9 6 

Deposit nt BM k . .. . .. G5 16 6 

fly Balance, 1920- Deposit at Ban 1< 
5% War T.oanHond 

, Bttnk Interest for Yottr 
245 6 0 

£247 1 6 

, J_. ife Membership Fees 

.£ s . cl. .C s. d. 
155 10 7 

5 1 3 
160 lt 10 

£158 4 10 

£ s. cl. £ s. cl. 
.. . 129 3 3 

ns 2 9 
22>1 6 0 

1 15 6 
21 0 0 

£247 1 6 
~ 

Balance b/d ... ... ... £245 6 0 

BOOK FUND. 
1 By Balance from 19"..0 (New Zealand 4% Inscribed Stock ) .. . .£107 11 4 

To Transfer to General Acconut (Omitbological 
Book6) 

, llalance c/d 

WIGLESWORTH FUND. 
£ s. d. 

2 6 0 
25 16 5 

£28 2 5 

By Balance from 199Jl 
, Interest for Year 

Balance b/d 
--==~==~==~------==~~--~--~~~----===----

To Balance c/d 

MUSEUM C ASES FUND. 
£ s. d . 
50 1 0 By Cheque (Dec. 7th, 1921) 

" Intel'ost 

Halnnco b/d 

£ s. d . 
27 5 10 
0 16 7 

£28 2 5 

£ 25 16 5 

£ s . cl. .c ~- d . 
50 0 0 
0 1 0 

£50 1 0 

£50 1 0 

~ 
j , ..... ..... 

~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
"'l .... 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

~ ...... 

~ 
"' ..... 
~· 



To Deposit n.t Parr's Bn.nk (Woodward Fund) .. . 
(Cn.pitrLl Account) .. . 
( \V1gleswortb F und) 

(Museum C11SCS Fuuil) 

, Loss Overdr a.wn on Geuern.l A/c 

, New Zeruo.nd 4% Stock (at cost) 
, 5% War J,oan Bond (£200) 

, Balance being amountovcnlro.wn on Receipts 
and Payments Account ... ... 

GENERAL STATEMENT. 

£ S. d . £ B. d. 
158 4 10 

65 JG 6 
25 16 5 
50 1 0 

299 18 9 
20 11 2 

107 11 4 
179 9 6 

279 7 7 

287 0 10 

20 1J 2 

£586 19 7 

By Halaneo, Woodward Fund 
Capital Account 
Book Fund 
Wi,:;les worlb Fund 
Museum Cases Fund 

Audited and found correct, J anuar y 11th, 1922. 

c s. d . 
151! 4 10 
2Jr. 6 0 
107 11 4 

25 ] (; 5 
50 l 0 

£586 19 7 

A. C. MOLE & CO., l'IIC01'po1'1!.ted Accotmta11 fs, T a7tii !OII. 

STATEMEN~' OF ACCOUNTS, JANUARY JsL t.o DEOEMBEl{ 7th, 19-22. 

GLASTONBURY ABBEY EXCAVATION FUND. 

HEOEIPTS. 
By Bru9.11ce of Former Account (sec Proc. Som. A 1·ch. Soc .. , 

LXVII, for 1921, p. lvi. ... ... 
, Interest on Deposit Account (June 20) 
, I nterest, iliHo, June 20 to Doe. 7, 1922 

£ s. d . 

76 12 7 
0 17 4 
0 12 5 

£78 2 4 

PAY:u:E1<TS. 
To F. Bliqh Bond, Travelling and Out-of- pocket expenses, 

19-21, n.nd .Feb., 19-22 .. . 
Postal Expenses, 19"21-19-2-3 .. . 

, Sundry, ditto 
,, Balance 

£ s. d . 

7 6 
0 17 2 
1 0 1 

68 18 6 

£78 2 

H . ST. GE ORGE GRAY, Hon. Tl'ectsurer. 

~ 
~-
"' "' ;-> 

~. 
I>< 
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~be .®ew lt!'tesinent. 
Sir C. H ERCULES READ, LL.D. , proposed t he elect ion of Hon. 

Professor Sir William Boyd Dawkins, n .sc ., F.R.S., as President 
of t he Society for t he ensuing year, and said t hat Sir William 
possessed t he accumulated experiences that belonged to 
maturity and had on t he other hand the courage to t ry the 
(;}Xperimen Ls o£ youLh. Sir William had served as PresidenL 
a lso on t he occasion of the Wellingt on Meet ing in 1912. 

Dr. C. VISGER, o .B.E., in seconding , said that it was a matter 
of great congratulation that Sir William should serve again 
as President. His membership dated from t he year 1863, 
and only two others dat ing from the sixt ies now remained 
with us. 

The resolution was carried by acclamation. 

flrbe ~re.sinenttal aoore~s. 

The new P resident, Sir WILLIAM BoYD DAWKINS, then took 
the chair, and having t hanked the members for his elect ion as 
t heir Presid ent, delivered h is address entit led " The Ethnology 
of Somer set from t he Neolithic Age to the close of t he Roman 
D ominion," which is printed as the first paper in P art II. 

Thanks were accorded to the President for his address, on 
the proposit ion of Sir Hercules R ead , seconded by Col. E . St . C. 
Pemberton . 

Qflection of £Dfficer~. 

Dom ETHELBERT HoRNE, o.s .B., proposed that the officers 
of the Society be re-elected, including the four outgoing 
members of t he Council, viz., the Rev. Dr. S . J . M. P rice, the 
R ev . A . J . H ook , t he R ev. G. W. Sau.nders and Mr. H . 
Symonds ; also the election of Sir C. Hercules Read as a Vice­
President; and Mr. G. lVI. S . Farmer as Local Secretary for 
Clevedon. 

Dr , G . F. SYDENHAl\f seconded t he motion , which was 
-carried. 
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~ometsct lRecottJ ~ocietp. 

The Rev. Preb. T . F. PALl\IER (Secretary) reported that Vol. 
XXXIII, The History of the Honour of Dunste1·, had been issued 
and distributed to 101 subscribers. That was practically the 
total number of members of the Record Society at 1918, for 
the volume was issued in respect of subscriptions for that and 
the preceding year. There was in the press at the present 
moment Vol. XXXIV, Quat·ter· Sessions R ecoTds for the years 
1660 to 1676 ; and apparently the number of subscribers for 
that, which was to cover the years 1919 and 1920, would be 
somewhat smaller. 

An effort had been made to increase the number of sub­
scribers, but it was difficult for those who applied for member­
ship at the present time to understand that they had to wait 
for a year or two before they saw anything for their subscrip­
tion. The reason was that during the difficult years of the 
war, work had to cease entirely; printing costs were too 
excessive to contemplate any work. VVhen things became a 
little better it was found that publication was several year~:; 
il1 arrear. These an:ears were being rapidly wiped out, and 
the Council hoped that by that time next year they would be 
able to revert to t heir former practice of publishing one volume 
a year. 

But there was a very pressing need for more subscribers. 
Through death many had recently fallen out of the list, and 
their places had not been taken by others. There were on the 
1922 list only 111 at the outside, and the Council made the 
most urgent appeal for support. It still hoped for an increa e 
in numbers rather than t he necessity of raising its annual 
subscription of a guinea. 

But even more pressing was the need for workers. Those 
whose names appeared as the editors of the earlier volumes had 
most of them passed a·way, and their places had not been 
filled by others on whom the Council could press the work of 
compiling or editing. 

The resources of the county were immense, and there was 
a vast quantity of interesting material unpublished as yet. 
The Council most earnestly appealed for support from new 
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subscribers, and for workers to enable them to embark upon 
transcription and editorial work. 

Dom Ethelbert Horne made some remarks on the remains 
of a Roman villa at the Cemetery at Keynsham, and hoped 
that some systematic excavations would be arranged. 

At the close of the meeting the members adjourned for 
luncheon at the Walton Park Hotel. 

meston~in~®otnano <lrbutcb. 
Soon after 2 o'clock tho members left the hotel for the 

Church of SS. Peter and Paul, Weston-in-Gordano (tho Rev. 
T. G. Bird, Rector) . lVIr. F. BLIGH BoND, F.R.I.B.A., described 
this and all the other churches visited during the three days. 
At \Veston he said: The Church, as now standing, is a structure 
of the earlier part of the XIV Century, with certain later 
reconstructions. It consists of nave, chancel, tower at S .E. 

corner of nave, and a chapel extending east from same. The 
nave has been reconstructed and most of the visible features 
are early Perpendicular, probably dating from the latter part 
of the XIV Century. Of the same date are tho arch between 
tower and nave and the curious stone pulpit in the adjacent 
wall of nave. The chancel, as now seen, is possibly rather 
later in construction than the rebuilt nave. There is a straight 
joint at the union of the walls on the north. 

The south chapel, dedicated to St. lVIary lVIagdaleno, is the 
latest addition, and is mentioned in a will of Sir J ames Perceval, 
1536 A.D . 

EaTly Indications. Tho Perceval family built a church here 
in the XII or early XIII Century. This would have gone 
eastward from the tower, whose lower part has masonry of the 
early date. The arch leading to the Perceval chapel is an 
early pointed ono, :filled in with a depressed arch coeval with 
the late chapel. A similar plan is to be noted at Butcombe, 
near ·wrington. The font is a good example of early Norman 
work, and indicates a yet earlier church. 

The OhoTisteTs' GalleTy in the south porch is claimed to have 
been the first of such galleries to be installed. There are 
remains of many others in the district and oYer the lVIendip 
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region eastward. There is little doubt as to t he former u ·o 
of the gallery. In the Sarum 1\'Iissal (once used largely in t he 
Canterbury province) it was ordained t hat on Palm Sunday 
seven boys should sing on t he south side of the church eminente 
loco the verses of the hymn " All glory, laud, and honour " 
(Tmns. B1·istol and .Glos. A1·ch. Soc., XXIX, 36). 

Roodsc1·een and other Fittings . vVe cannot place the rood­
screen later t han t he latter half of t he XIV Century. I t 
remains now only in a skeleton form, much mutilated and with 
modern tracery insertions. Formerly it had short return or 
fence screens projecting west each side of t he door, enclosing 
two small altars, t he stone slabs of which 'vere found during 
a recent restoration. These are now preserved, the one in the 
porch and the other under the tower. The stair to t he loft 
was on the south side. The loft projected ·westward to the 
point still marked by t he stone corbels for bressummer, about 
5ft. in advance of the screen. 

The benches arc of an early type rather similar to t hose at 
Clapton but certainly not so old as tho ·e . They may be 
coeval with t he XIV Century work of reconstruction. The 
oak misericord stalls in the chancel may haYe been brought 
from another church in the district, as they scarcely accord 
with the plan. 

The sanctus bell-cote remains over the chancel arch. In 
t he chapel of St. Ma1:y Magdalene are two brackets in the 
accustomed place on the oast wall. Ono is plain, and t he other 
(on the north ) is carved in the XVI Century manner. The 
a ltar-slab of this chapel, found beneath the organ platform, is 
now restored to its p lace. 

A double credence remains in the Church. Inside the south 
door of t he nave is a holy-water stoup of good design, ap­
parently coeval with t he reconstructions, say, 1370-80 A.D. 

Note on the Place-Name. The late Bishop Hobhouse found 
t his place described in a document of 1271 A .D. as vVeston-in­
Gordenlond. In 1327 'Eastone-in-Gordano' is found. The 
title is affixed also to Portbury and Portishead. H e thought 
it to be territorial, implying that these p laces lie in a certain 
district, i.e., in or around the marsh-land between the two 
limestone ridges which meet at Clevedon. All t he parishes 
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in this marsh possess the suffix, which is applied to none out­
side. The Bishop suggested a derivation from O.E. ga1·a = 
a triangular piece of land, and denu = a valley. I suggest 
that it means 'a fish-weir' and is medieval L atin. The dis­
covery of any record of fish-weirs in this n arrow t ract subject 
to flood-t ides would tend to set t le the question. 

Sir AMBROSE ELTON apologised for having the temerity to 
make any remarks, adding that he would not have done so 
had it not been for the fact that he h ad the authority of a 
distinguished vice-president of the Society for his comments. 
Sir Henry Maxwell Lyte, the deputy-keeper of t he Public 
Records had examined the P erceval monuments with him a 
short time ago and had given him some valuable notes. Sir 
H enry had requested him to p ut these notes before the Society, 
as he was unable to be present himself. 

In 1698, Roger Soudon, vicar of Portbury, came to Weston­
in-Gordano for the special purpose of noting the P erceval 
monuments. H e was accompanied by an old schoolmaster 
about 80 years of age, long familiar with the place and its 
traditions . Soudon was disappointed a t finding so little. H e 
stated positively in his report t hat "there was no date on any 
of their tombs, nor so much as a letter of their name, save only 
on one where I found a name and a short inscription." This 
referred to the tomb inside the Church. As to the outside 
tomb of the supposed "Knight of the Holy Land," Soudon 
described t his as " now a very mean thing, but four score 
years ago it was a stately monument." 

Forty-four years after Soudon 's visit , Anderson, author of 
the "Genealogical History of t he House of Yvery," stated 
that t he remains of the monument were still visible and t hat 
underneath there lay a stone bearing an inscription in Latin: 
" Ora te pro anima Rycardi Perceval, qui militavit in Terra 
Sancta cum R ege R ycardo, anno C. mcxc." This has since 
disappeared. We were t herefore in a dilemma. Were we to 
disbelieve Soudon en tirely, or were we to say that this re­
markable inscription was carved between 1698 and 1742 1 

Anderson went on to relate a wonderful story about the 
Crusader, which he admitted himself did not deserve en tire 
credit, but we were seriously asked to believe that the altar 
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tomb in the churchyard was that of Richard Perceval, who 
lived and fought in the later part of the XII Century. " Bearing 
in mind the President's remark this morning," observed Sir 
Ambt·ose, "that we are too easily led by books and pay too 
little attention to things, we want tangible evidence of the 
very existence of the Crusader and also reliable evidence that 
the distinguished and ancient family of Perceval had any 
connection whatever wit h Weston-in-Gordano befol'e the 
reign of Edward Ill." 

Sir Ambrose went on to point out that the monument itself 
was covered by an oblong stone, on which were incised two 
floriated crosses, commemorating some unnamed husband 
and wife. Six holes on the surface may have been sockets 
for a ' hearse,' or, more probably, for short iron standards. 
He thought we might tentatively assign its date to Edward I, 
and t hat it had been removed in the XVI or XVII Century 
from the interior of the Church. The substructure of the 
tomb appeared to have been put together in compal'atively 
recent times from various fragments not necessarily part of 
t he original monument. 

In t he interior of the Church we found a genuine P erceval 
monument of the XV Century, but it had been certainly 
greatly altered in the XVIII Century, entirely repainted in 
recent times, and perhaps in places re-carved. The flat slab 
and the arcaded stonework suppor t ing it were probably 
earlier than the upper part. It now bore two inscriptions, 
one in English and the other in French. The former alone 
was visible to Roger Soudon, who stated that it was "written 
in an ancient English character, scarce legible by reason of its 
antiquity and the difficulty of the letter." The present 
script scarcely looked like ancient English character. An 
engraving in " The House of Yvery" depicted this tomb, and 
by comparing it with t he original we found that t he whole of 
t he work between the slab and the canopy had been com­
pletely altered since 1742. The inscript ion ran: "Richard 
Perceval ye Lord have mercy. By Thy bitter passion brynge 
his soul to Thy salvation." But the present angels were 
absent in t he engraving which showed in their stead six 
kneeling figures, three on either side. The scroll-work was 
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also arranged differently . The inscription on the slab ran : 
"Cy giste le corps de Rycharde Percyvale, le quel morot lan 
de boinet Jesus mcccclxxxviii. Dieu ay pittie de son ame." 
In the engraving referred to, there was no indication of any 
inscription on this slab, but the same Norman French inscrip­
t ion was given in a different script at t he bottom of the plate 
and out of t he picture altogether. When the Society visited 
Weston-in-Gordano in 1860, MT. Freeman said that t his was 
the latest example of a French inscription on an English 
monument known to him. MT. Buckle in 1899 observed that 
it was r emarkable for its late date. Neither of them appears 
to have doubted its aut henticity. Haines's "l\'Ianual of 
Monumenta l Brasses" stated that inscriptions in Norman 
French were rarely found after 1420. It was difficult to 
believe that the French inscription was any earlier than that 
now on the scr oll, which was probably Georgian. The in­
scription professed to give the date of the death of Richard 
Perceval, which Roger Soudon was unable to find on any 
Perceval monument in 1698, and it did not conform to t he 
usual practice of giving t he day and month of decease. The 
year given was moreoveT incorrect, for an inquisit ion on t he 
death of Richard Perceval was taken in the year previous, 
1482. 

Sir Ambrose concluded by suggesting that the P erceYal 
a lliances indicated by the heraldry on the tomb appeared to 
require verification. 

Clrletlellon Clrourt. 
On leaving Weston Church , the members proceeded to 

Clevedon Court, where they were addressed by Sir AMBROSE 

ELTON from the steps under the noble XIV Century archway 
of the front ent ran ce. H e said he had the honour of showing 
them an original Edward II house, and one of the best examples 
of the period, added to in E lizabethan and other periods. 
Directing t heir attention to the outside, he pointed out the 
ancient kitchens (dat ing from the XIV Century), the walls of 
which had been pierced at a lat er elate by mullioned and 
transomed windows, and the gables with t heir quaint finials 



Clevedon Com·t. XXV!l 

added. He then turned to t he fine window of the great hall, 
restored in admirable t aste by the late Sir Edmund Elton as 
to its upper part. The chapel windows of remarkable ret.icu ­
lated tracery, of the Early Decorated period, were greatly 
admired , the large south square-headed one especially. The 
bold XIV Century bu~tresses were noticed, and in pointing 
out the Elizabethan wing Sir Ambrose e:A'}>lained that, in 
spite of t he disastrous fire in 1882, which demolished much of 
t he interior of that wing, but mercifully went no further, the 
outside walls stood. They represented t he reconstruction and 
enlargements of t he Wake family. The gables only had to be 
restored, and were p1:actica lly a facsimile of what was there 
before. The west front-which, after going through the 
usual vicissitudes of t he debased tastes of the late Georgian 
period, were capably restored by the seventh baronet to their 
original form-was next inspected, and the party walked 
round to the back of the house, through the beaut iful terraced 
garden abutting on the wooded hillside, and made its way 
inside to the great hall. 

Sir Ambrose went on to point out it s chief features, in­
cluding t he fine X I V Century arch into t he ante-room, which 
served as an 0riel on t he south side of the dais. He remarked 
that the gallery- early Georgian work- was not perhaps what 
they would have liked best to have seen there, but it was not 
a bad example of it s kind. The hall had four newel stone 
staircases, one at each corner , three of which were intact, 
whilst the shell of the fourth remained. Above the ceiling­
placed there at t he same time as t.he gallery-there had been 
a fine open timbered roof. He was afraid there was nothing 
to be seen of that, t he present woodwork being also of the 
Georgian period, but one could see at the cast and west gables 
--on either side of the fine Decorated windows which were to 
be found up there- the marks on t he p laster work of t he 
boldly cusped mouldings of the earlier roof. Apparently there 
had never been a louver to the hall. The original chimneys 
of the east and west gables must have carried off the smoke 
as it circled among the rafters from t he fire of logs, which was 
most probably p laced in the middle of the room until t he 
present Tudor fireplace, or an earlier one, was built. The fine 

Vol. LXVIII (Fourth Seriea, Vol. VIII}, Part 1. c 
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Elizabethan carved stone doorway at the north angle of the 
hall was noticed, and the party went through the library and 
dra"ring-room, admiring t he beautiful specimens of furnitm·e 
-from early Jacobean in the hall to late Georgian in the 
drawing-room-as they went, and then passed up the stair­
case into the chapel, where Sir Ambrose described the finding 
of this gem after the fire-the altar-slab (smashed off but still 
in the wall) , the Early D ecorated hooded piscina (with its bowl 
broken off) carefully covered up, and last of all t he fine east 
~dow of reticulated t racery, matcrung the south window so 
much admired outside. " The fire did no more than lead to 
its discover y," remarked Sir Ambrose, in reference to the 
chapel. " It laid no sacrilegious hand on the sacred structure 
itself, but by a judicious scorching of overlaying layers of 
plaster helped to reveal the secret of the chamber which it had 
kept so long and so well." H aving examined the early 
windows above the ceiling on the west gable of the hall the 
members passed down the st airs, under another archway of 
the Early Decorated period, on to the Queen Anne staircase, 
and so into t he hall, from whence they went to inspect the XIV 
Cent ury triple doorways leading to the ancient kitchens and 
domestic offices, which r etain their original plan and much of 
their original const ruction, eventua lly finding their way out 
to the carriage drive. 

(A fuller account of the house, written by Sir Ambrose 
Elton, will be found in the Society's Pmceedings, XLV, i , 14-20.) 

The PRESIDENT expressed the indebtedness of the members 
to Sir Ambrose and Lady Elton for giving t hem such a great 
treat by showing them over their ancient and beaut iful house. 
So far as he knew there were very few houses which had such 
an interesting history as this one had. The name of Elton 
was very dear to the an tiquaries of Somerset. 

R eturning to Clevedon, the members were entertained to 
tea at the Public Hall by the Local Commit t ee, 1 who were 

I . The Local Committee consisted o f :-Lord Tcignmouth, Sir Ambrose 
E lton, B art., Sir Charle>' Miles, Bart., t he Rt. Rev. B ishop Cornieh , the Rev. 
Preb. H. E . Badcock, Colonel W. L ong, Mr. T. "\V. Cowan , Dr. C. Visger, 
L t.-Col. E . A. D aubeny, Mr. and 1\irs. J. T. G. D onaldson, Mr. C. E . Evans, 
Mr. H. C. P. Day, Capt. C. C. Marsh, Majo r A. B . Trestrail, Miss H enry, the 



Church of St. And1·ew, Clevedon. xxix 

cordially thanked by the President. At 5.20 p.m. the members 
left for the 

CZJ:burcb of ~t. annrew, CZJ:Ieuenon, 
where they were received by the Vicar, the Rev. Preb. H . E. 
Badcock , 1~.D. The edifice was described by Mr. BLIGH BoND. 

Plan of Building. Originally Norman and cruciform, with 
central tower, and without aisles. The Norman nave was 
shorter and narrower than the later one, the change in width 
being shown by the internal buttresses. Part of the Norman 
masonry stands in the north transept and lower part of the 
tower; see corbels in north transept, and two of the four 
tower arches, i .e. east and north sides of crossing. These are 
now roughly pointed in shape, but are probably not much 
later than 1080 A.D., and reconstructed at their heads with 
the alteration of the masonry above, when the roodloft entry 
was schemed. 

Later Alterations. Nave apparently early XIV Century, 
widened chiefly on the south side. High-pitched roof; no 
cltu·e~l,ury. Length increased westward to utmost limit, as 
the corbelled angle at north-west shows. The south and 
west tower arches rebuilt about the same time. Windows in 
north and south walls of chancel are late XIV Century, and 
Perpendicular type. South aisle of nave dates from middLe 
of the XIV Century, but subsequently enlarged, in the late 
XV or XVI Century, when the clerestory was added, and the 
walls of the north and south transepts raised and the new east 
window added. The south transept held the chantry of 
St. Thomas the Martyr, and has since been the chapel of the 
Elton and Hallam families, whose memoriaLs are on its walls. 
It retains the original piscina in east wall. Its roof is of the 
later Somerset type, probably an accurate restoration. There 
are some remarkable old corbels remaining. 

Roodloft. This appears to have run the whole depth of the 
crossing, with screens at east and west. Over the east arch 

Rev. H. S. Swithinbank, the l\1issee Bowen, Dr. J. Oldershaw, Mr. H. 
Radcliffe, Miss Strudwick, 1\Ir. T . G. Simmonds and Mr. G. M. S. Farmer 
(the Society's L ocal Secreta1·y). 
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of th e crossing, at the nor th-east internal angle, is an aperture 
for approach. 

Furnitut·e and Minor Featttt·es. The south porch r etains a 
good XV Century oak ceiling, and evidence of a choristers' 
gallery over the inner door, as at Weston. The nave benches 
are late b ut good, of poppy-head type. Those in the centre 
cam e from Wraxall. Two hagioscopes remain. The font is 
plain, apparently XIV Century , with a X VII Century cover. 
T here are panels of Dutch importation in the pulpit-back. A 
ston e a ltar-slab, found buried under the south transept floor, 
is now preserved in the chanceL There is a tomb dated 1592 
on the north side of the Church , and at the east end of the 
nave a miniature effigy of one of the Wake family. 

Before leaving the old town the members had a glimpse of 
the cliff scenery in the neighbourhood of the church yard, and 
a few of them ascended Wain's Hill where t here are banks 
which may be ancient. 

~bening ~eeting. 

In the evening, after dinner, a m eeting was held in the 
Public Hall when the President (Sir W . Boyd Dawkins) occu­
pied t he chair. 

Mr. RoLAND W. PAUL, F.S.A., sent for exhibition a finely 
oxecuted series of coloured drawings of H eraldic Glass which 
would be seen in some of the Churches to be visited. Mr. 
Paul's notes were read by Mr. H . Symonds, F.S.A. 

Mr. H. B. WALTERS, F.S.A., sent in a report upon a proposed 
illustrated monograph by himself on Somerset Church Bells, 
which was read by Mr. H. St. George Gray. It was very 
much on the lines of Mr. Waiters's paper in Proceedings, LXVI, 
127- 133. 

Mr. JoHN MonLAND gave an address based on h is paper on 
"The Roman Road at Glastonbury and the Valley of the 
Brue," which is printed, with a map and other illustrations, 
in Part II. 

lVIr. ALBANY F. MAJOR, o.B.E., F.S.A., read a paper on" The 
Somerset End of Wansdyke," of which t he following is a 
summary: 
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l\fuch has been written about Wansdyke in the P7·oceedings 
and elsewhere and its course has been a subject of much 
speculation, but reference to earlier "'lvriters and to the O.S. 
maps will show that up to the present our actual knowledge 
of it remained where it was left by Sir R. Colt Hoare a hundred 
years ago. There were many gaps in its course as far as Maes 
Knoll, and beyond that point all was speculation. Following 
up work that began, as far as Somerset is concerned, in 1914, 
but was intenupted by the war, the writer, assisted by Mr. 
G. E. Cruickshank, F.S.A., has this year succeeded in filling 
up the gaps left blank in the map and in tracing the dyke 
from Maes Knoll to the ancient shore-line at Portbury near 
the mouth of the Avon, confirming the indications of its course 
in the far west given by Collinson, but never verified. Besides 
this there was an unexpected discovery in the shape of a 
number of enclosures and entrenchments connected with the 
dyke, unmapped and unrecorded, except by the Rev. J. 
Skinner, rector of Camerton, who in the first half of the XIX 
Century gave the position of a number of "intermediate forts, 
or outposts " on the line of the dyke. These are surprisingly 
numerous and suggest that at one time there was a very large 
population settled along the dyke, or that it was very heavily 
garrisoned. In addition to these, near the foot of the escarp­
ment between Maes Knoll and Hill Farm are the remains of 
what appear to have been two extensive village sites. The 
actual end of the dyke is described on p. xxxviii, but there 
are indications that it may have thrown off a branch to Stoke­
leigh Camp, as there is a big bank in Ashton Park, which runs 
in that direction. Mr. Skinner gave the camp as its t ermina­
tion and said that eastward it ran towards Frome. It is 
possible that it also branched in that direction at the " Cross 
Keys," but these and many other points remain for investi-
gation. . 

As to date and origin it is impossible to formulate any 
opinion worth having without more spadework than has yet 
been done on the dyke. An examination of some of the 
earthworks that have been found along its line could hardly 
fail to give some evidence and to provide relics that would 
enrich the Society's museum. This indeed seems to be one 
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of the most important problems with which Somerset archreol­
ogists are confronted, for it is hardly too much to say that 
there is nothing to compare with Wansdyke and its attendant 
earthworks in this country south of the Roman Wall. 

~econo IDap'~ )J:)toceeotng~. 

On Wednesday, July 5th, the members left the Walton Park 
Hotel at 9.15 a.m. for 

<lraobutp czramp, 
which was approached from the north side of the range of 
bills, the motor conveyances being left at the Clapton Nursery , 
in the parish of Clapton-in-Gordano . The members ascended 
the hill (about 300ft. high in this part) by a lane and crossed 
the northern boundary of Tickenham parish, coming to a 
halt at the excavations at the northern entrance of the Camp. 

Mr. H. ST. G EORGE GRAY addressed the members on the 
subj ect of the Camp generally, the arch reological ' finds' 
which had been m ade in the immediate neighbourhood , and 
the trial-excavations which he had conducted on behalf of t he 
Somerset E arthworks Committee from June 14th to 20th . His 
observations are incorporated in hls paper on these excavations, 
published in Part II of this volume. 

The PRESIDENT supplemented Mr. Gray's remarks and 
thanked him for hls address. The members walked round the 
Camp, descended the hill, and proceeded to 

Ql:Iapton·in·~otnano. 

Clapton Court (in the occupation of lV[r. J. A . Laver) was 
visited first , but only the exterior was viewed. 

Mr. BLIGH BoND said that the Court was the seat of the 
Arthur family, lords of the manor temp . Edward II, from whose 
reign the earliest part of the fabric is said to date. Richard 
Arthur married Alice, daughter of J ames, Lord Berkeley , 
c. 1465, and their arms impaled on a stone shield attached to 
the tower-porch attest its date. 
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The house seems originally to have been a parallelogram 
with long axis east and west, and a porch on the north. Prior 
to 1860 some part of the old house existed, but in tha.t year 
all was demolished with the exception of the tower-porch and 
a little of the wall adjoining on the east and west sides. At 
this date the fine XIII Century screen , now in the Church , 
was removed from its position between hall and buttery. 
This priceless relic of early English domestic woodwork was 
turned out of doors and so remained for many years until it 
was finally placed in the archway between the nave and tower 
of the Church, where it now stands. It has lost its original 
tracery of three spherical triangles in the wheel over the 
arcaded doors, and modern work has been substituted. For 
its posit ion in the house, see plan in Proceedings, x (1860), i, 8. 

CHuRCH OF ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS. 

At the Church, the members were met by the R ev. Sydney 
'\¥arren, Rector. l\fr. BLIGH BoND had much to say with 
regard to this interesting building. 

The oldest feature is the tympanum of the south door, 
apparently of Norman date. This has been cut for t he for­
mation of a very late doorway. The fabric generally is of 
XIII Century date, probably not older than 1250 .A..D., which 
is the date given for the founding of the Church (Trans. Bt·istol 
and Glos. At·ch. Soc., xxrx, 35). 

Plan of the Ohu1·ch. The fabric includes tower at west, nave, 
chancel, a north transeptal chapel to the nave, and a smaller 
chapel on t he north side of the chancel. The tower appears 
to be of the latter half of t he XIII Century. The dog-tooth is 
seen on the label of the west window. The belfry retains its 
early corbel table, but the parapet is a late addit ion. 

XIII Century Featu1·es. The north door of the nave, now 
b locked, is E arly English , and the priest's door in the chancel 
is of the same period. The piscina in chancel is of this period, 
but spoilt by scraping or renewal of stones. There are two 
inverted E arly English capitals, with parts of Purbeck s}lafts 
attached, which have been used by the later builders as 
supports for the XV Century candle-brackets of the reredos. 
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In the Arthur Chapel, north of the chancel, is an east window 
of two lights, of E arly English p attern. This was obviously 
removed from the north wall of the chancel when the chapel 
was built about the middle of the XV Century. This fine 
little window, to judge from its 'lantern ' cusping, would date 
from about 1280 A.D . 

Alta1·s in the Nave . The Church had altogether at least four 
and probably five altars. Two of these flanked the chancel­
arch, and the hagioscope to that on t he north side is still 
visible. Where we find these features we infer 

(1) A chancel-arch of small size in an original church of the 
XII Century or eltrlier-very probably a Norman arch. 

(2) A widening of the arch, and the construction of hagio­
scopes following t he change in liturgical uses for the 
exposition of the holy mysteries. Sometimes the 
hagioscopes were made before the arch was widened. 

St1·uctural Changes of the XIV and XV Oentu1·ies. The 
transeptal chapel on the north of the nave is of t he XIV 
Centuxy . It contains a fine D ecorated window of three narrow 
lights in the east wall, dating from about 1330 A.D. In the 
north wall is another beautiful t\vo-light window, now blocked 
by the late XVII Century monument within. This chapel 
still shows the position of the altar-reredos in the recessed sill 
of the east window. The piscina remains on the south side, 
and a bracket on t he north side of the window. Here, at the 
south-east angle of the chapel, is a large hagioscope with a 
slant door to chancel. 

The XV Century brings the widening and rebuilding of the 
chancel-arch. The pier-caps are of the Devonian type of 
Perpendicular work . The masonry of the double-chamfered 
a rch is probably of the older material. It retains sockets for 
the insertion of a wooden partition or ' tympanum ' over the 
screen , such as was common in the XVI Century for the display 
of paintings as a background for t.hfl rood. 

Two small lights in the wall higher up, over the chancel 
gable, would have lit the roodloft. The roodscreen was of the 
XV Century. A few fragments are preserved on the north 
wall of the tower. It would have had enclosures for the altars 
to the west. as at Weston-in-Gordano. The stair-turret is in 
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the wall on t he sout h side of the arch . The east window of 
the chancel is good Perpendicular, c. 1480 A.D. 

Old B enches in Nave. These rudely-wrought benches have 
been regarded as among the oldest surviving. They refer in 
all probability to the XIII Century church, but have been 
spoken of as XV Century. The Rev. C. Wood, at the 1881 
meeting, gave this opinion, instancing t he singular chamfer­
stop which is of the same pattern as those of t he XV Century 
doorways to the porch and roodloft turret. The fact is that 
the benches have been reconstructed and added to in the XV 
Century. The panelling on the bench-back is XV Cent ury. 
I suggest that when the Church was enlarged in the XV 
Century the number of seats was increased accordingly, and 
t he old pattern was followed and imitated to a certain extent, 
but with such differences as the changes in style and tradition 
of workmanship would necessarily show. Hence the benches 
would be XIII Century with some XV Century additions . 
Those at the west end of the nave are t he best; others in the 
north chapel have been much renovated. 

The Choristers' Gallery in the south porch must have been 
like t hat at Weston, and would here be a very late insertion. 
There are two niches over t he inner door to the Church. The 
doorway itself is of the latest period. 

The Stone Reredos, with its battlemented cornice and twin 
brackets for rit ual lights, would suggest a XV or XVI Century 
character. The brass candlesticks, however, are claimed to 
be Laudian. It is quite possible, I think, that t his reredos, 
built up as it is in part of older fragments (Early English 
supports) may be t he work of some earnest ritualist of the 
time of Charles I. In Somerset t here is much work of t hat 
period, in close imitation of Gothic work . At Montacute, last 
year, the members saw a stone reredos with a rectangular 
frame and mouldings not very dissimilar to t his, dating from 
the earliest days of the Reformation era. _ 

Genm·al. The font is Early English, of the ' quatrefoil ' 
type. Four small brackets lie in the entrant angles of the 
four cylindrical segments of the bowl. The sanctus bell-cote 
is original, and retains the old bell, which bears the legend 
S IGN IS CESSANDIS ET SERVIS CLAMO CIBANDI S . The Arthur 
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Chapel has a window on the north, of mid XV Century date, 
and beneath it, traces of an altar. A small hagioscope, much 
mutilated, remains at the south-east, and retains a painted 
cross of re-consecration. 

Wottburp. 
The Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary (the Rev. W. Coney, 

Vicar) was reached at 12 noon, and was described by Mr. 
BLIGH BoND. 

Plan of Building. The nave and aisles form a square of 
64ft., and the great height of the latter adds a dignity of 
proportion to the spacious interior. 

A1·chitectuml History. Of the Norman foundation there 
remains the south doorway, a fine example ; indications of 
pilaster buttresses on the external walls, notably at the east 
of aisles and chancel ; certain quoins or jamb-stones built in 
flush with the wall face, to the east ; clustered piers of the 
chancel-arch rebuilt in a later and possibly modern construc­
tion; and lastly the font, removed in 1875 from the west end, 
and its shaft raised. 'The date of the pilaster buttresses is 
perhaps XII Century (see those in the north aisle). The 
priest's door has the semicircular head of the Norman time, 
but the jambs are chamfered, and pendent stops added sug­
gestive of a XIII Century alteration of an older feature . 

XII Century Work. The nave arcade may be of this date, 
and late in the century, about the time of the advent of the 
Early English style, but its plainness makes for difficulty in 
judging. At Wells and Glastonbury we have pilaster but­
tresses with the pointed arch, c. 1180 to 1200. To this date 
would belong the stone seats still seen at Portbury around the 
walls and the bases of the piers. These have been later hacked 
away for pewing. In any case we must assume the rebuilding 
of a smaller Norman church, but whether the arcade itself is 
of the XII Century, or of that meagre period which succeeded 
the Black Death is a moot point. The latter theory would 
account for the rudeness of the work and the obvious signs of 
economy. Remains of colour by the south door suggest a 
.date c. 1150. 
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XIII Century WoTk. To this period belongs the hagioscope 
on the north side of the nave, and the beautiful little three­
light Early English window which lights it. This can now 
only be seen from without. The sedilia in the chancel and 
south aisle are Early English , also the piscina ; their date about 
1220 A.D. The plain oak seats in the nave are of early ·date. 

XIV Centu1·y Wm·k. This period is represented in many 
structural alteraLium; and additions. The three-light window 
in the north wall would be about 1350 A.D., and the corbels 
on each side of the north door externally are about the same 
date. The south aisle contains the Berkeley Chapel, founded 
1336 A.D . The water-stoup within the south door is XIV 
Century, as also are the chancel windows. The east window, 
of early XIV Century design, is notable for the use of reel 
sandstone as material for the tracery. The two windows in 
the south wall seem to be of t he 1336 fotmclation. 

The ribbed stone roof of the chapel on the north of chancel 
is of t he X IV Century, and its pointed barrel-vault is an in­
teresting feature. 

East again of this is a building, now the vestry, but said to 
have been formerly a chapel of the Holy Sepulchre (or perhaps 
'Easter Sepulchre ') . The doorway shows a XIV Century 
wave-mould. 

XV Centu1·y Features. The western tower is a plain example 
of the Perpendicular period. The large window in the east 
wall of the south aisle is also of XV Century elate. It has five 
arcuated lights with blunt-headed trefoils. 

Roodlofl, Roodsc1·een and Ritual Veils. The door of access 
to the former rooclloft remains, with traces of an opening 
above. Until the so-called 'restoration' in 1871, the oak 
screen, now in the tower opening, was across the chancel-arch. 
It had been much curtailed in length and the tracery-head to 
the door is missing. In its original form, this screen would 
have been of the earlier XV Century type, with a horizontal 
caving to the west, and a gallery-front of simple panels over 
the bressummer. What was remaining of this in the fatal 
year 1871 is not now known, but the church chest contains 
mutilated fragments of screenwork, in the form of traceried 
panels. 
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The small window in the east gable wall of the nave, over 
the chancel roof, is an appurtenance of t he roodloft. The 
sanctus bell still remains in it s stone cote, and may be referred 
to the same period and its lit urgical requirements. 

Corbels for the support of the Lenten veils may still be seen 
in the walls north and south of chancel. That on t he south 
side is an old Norman pillar -capital re-used. A secondary 
corbel remains further east, in the wall opposite the south 
window, and at the height of its sill. H ere would have been 
the beam for lights . 

XVI Centut·y Work. Of this date is the niche over the south 
door, now seen in a greatly mutilated form. The chest now 
in the Church , t ogether with the chalice and paten, are Eliza­
bethan, the latter dated 1574. 

XVII Centu1·y. The little brass of the Kemish family by 
t he north door is dated 1621. Parts of a heraldic stone with 
a ·wreath around shield are preserved. These were found by 
the pmsent vicar. The Berkeley coat is discernible. 

Mr. RoLAND PAUL, F.S.A., sends the following note: 
In the easternmost window of the north aisle are remains 

of a border of crosses pattee, between pieces of ruby glass, no 
doubt referring to the arms of the Berkeley family. 

The remains of Portbury Priory were not visited on this 
occasion. A short history of the priory by Mr. E. Green will 
be found in Proceedings, XXVII, 61- 67. 

Leaving the Church , t he members proceeded t o the Port­
bury Hotel where refreshments were provided ; and at 
1.20 p.m., the greater part of t he party walked up to the Camp 
known as "Conygar," from which an excellent view of Fortis­
head and Avonmouth was obtained. 

Mr. ALBANY F . MAJOH said that there was said to have been 
a port at Portbury in Roman times and pointed out that the 
earthwork in which they were standing, though small, was 
strongly defended , while there appeared also to be lines of 
entrenchment on the "Mount " opposite. Wansdyke could 
be seen in the field below, running up practically to the pre­
cipit ous foot of the hill, the actual junction being masked by 
t he mill and its garden, etc . Southward the d yke was merged 
in road banks as far as Oakham Farm. There it t urned 
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sharply west , and they could see it running across the fields 
to the left of t he farm at t he foot of vVindmill Hill. On its 
seaward side t he hill had been defaced by quarrying, but 
beyond the road a bank ran down to what was evidently an 
old foreshore, and was continued by a eau eway to what had 
once been an island between P or tbury and Portishead. H e 
could find no traces of the dyke across the island. 

Rejoining the motors, the members set out for Backwell , 
proceeding by way of the Failand Inn, "Belmont" and F lax 
Bourton. Unfortunately, a change took place in the weather 
at this point and it rained heavier as the day advanced. 

QI:butcb of ~t. annte\u, 1BacltU:le\t. 
:\'fr. BLIGH Bmm spoke at some length on t his Church (the 

Rev . E. S. S. Caudwell, Rector); t he following is a summary 
of his remarks : 

Backwell manor was conferred by William I upon t he Bishop 
of Coutances, under whom it was held by two Norman knights, 
Fulcran and Nigel, the dual ownership passing after tho 
bishop's death to two Norman families, De Baiocis and Le 
Sore. The parish to-day is divided into two tithings, ' Back­
well Bayouse' and 'Backwell Sore.' In 1274-5, I sabelle Sore 
granted land to Richard de Roclney and his heirs, and by 
failure of male issue t he lands of t he Sore family passed by 
marriage to the Wykehams who alienated them to the Roclneys, 
of whom we trace a long lino in connection with t.his place (see 
t he R ev. G. S . Master's Backwell Collections, Northern Branch, 
S.A. and N.H. Soc., 1898). 

There are evidences of a Norman church in a surviving 
fragment of enrichment now built into the jamb of a hagio­
scope from the Rodney Chapel. The old font was described 
by Mr. Master as of late Norman elate; but :VIr. Harvey 
Pridham classified it under early Norman. This had been 
found buried in the churchyard and was placed in the tower, 
where it was laid when Mr . Master wrote in 1898. We now 
see the old font with its cable mould r estored to its proper 
position. 
· E arly English work is represented in the priest's doorway, 
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in a string-course of the same period carried over a window 
subsequently inserted, in the plinth along both the aisle walls, 
and in the relieving arches over blocked lancet windows 
(Master) visible from within and without. In the Rodney 
Chapel are two very fine early incised slabs with crosses. 
Redilia and piscina are also of this period. 

The Church would appear to have been rebuilt in the reign 
of Henry Ill. The plan did not include the south chancel 
chapel, but there is evidence of Early English windows in the 
walls of both aisles (Rev. E. Burbidge, Proc. xxvrr, ii, 15-24) ; 
and the existence of a tower of the earlier period may be con­
jectured. 

The present tower-arch is of the XIV Century. Note the 
double wave-mould. The south porch appears of the same 
century, though perhaps earlier, and shows signs of settlement 
in the arch and jambs. It appears to have been refronted, as 
there is a superior quality about the masonry of the south wall. 
The internal doorway is a restoration. Adjoining it on the 
east is a stoup with an Early English arched bead. The bowl 
of the stoup is broken. It originally rested on a small shaft, 
part of the base of which is visible by the floor. 

On t-he accession of Edward Ill in 1326 A.D., the Rodneys 
were lords of both the manors of Backwell, and it is probable 
that they may have been first founders of a chapel on the 
north side of the chancel. This was Mr. Burhidge's opinion. 
But the present Rodney Chapel is much later, although its 
remarkable stone-ribbed roof would at first sight give the 
impression that it was a work of the XIV Century. We know, 
however, from documents, that it was built (or rebuilt) and 
endowed by Lady Elizabeth Chaworth (formerly Rodney) 
before her death in 1537, and she seems to have enlarged it at 
the expense of the priest's room adjoining on the east. The 
window of her chapel is of the Perpendicular period. 

In the Rodney tomb, screen, and canopy we have an archroo­
logical problem, which Mr. Burbidge has the credit of having 
solved in a logical way. The canopy, with its crocketed pin­
nacles and gable would date from the fourth decade of the 
XIV Century and reminds one strongly of the work at Bristol 
Cathedral. Like the recesses there, this one may have been 
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prepared for the reception of a tomb, and at first it would have 
appeared as a shallow arched recess, with wall at back. Mr. 
Burbidge considered that the altar-tomb and effigy of Sir 
Walter Rodney may, on his death in 1466, have been placed 
beneath this canopy in the recess, and Mr. Master concurred 
in his view. The suggestion further is that both tomb and 
effigy were removed to their present position when the widow 
of the great-grandson of Sir vValter, the aforesaid Lady Eliza­
beth, built the chapel and opened out the arch below the 
canopy, filling this with a pierced stone screen as we now see it. 
It has been thought that the recessed arch may have been 
used as an Easter Sepulchre originally, before the effigy was 
placed beneath it. In the will of Dame Anne Rodney, mother 
of Sir Walter Rodney of Backwell, dated 1546, she desired to 
be buried under the Easter Sepulchre at Stoke Gifford Church. 

The roof of enriched ribs over the Rodney Chapel must be 
a late copy of the D ecorated work, and may replace an earlier 
one of similar design. P arts of one rib only are of the same 
elaborateness of workmanship as the canopy outside. 

The cell on the north of the sanctuary is a feature of arch­
reological interest. It is entered by a late P erpendicular door­
way from the north end of the altar. Its small window, set 
high in the wall, may suggest that it was part of the XIII 
Century church as lVIr. Burbidge thought, and he suggests that 
the hagioscope from the Rodney Chapel is formed from older 
walling ·which was once a par t of this chamber, which may 
have been an anchorite 's cell, or a lodging for the poor brother 
who was sent to perform the services by the master of the 
Hospital of St. J ohn t he Baptist at Redcliff Pit, to whom in 
1306 the bishop granted the rectory. 

The differences in the character of the piers of t he nave 
arcades must be noted. There are marks of several altera­
t ions in the nave. The arches appear to have been raised and 
replaced on taller pillars. The altered mouldings of the 
capitals of t he three western pillars on t he south have led to 
the theory t hat the recon·struction was not all done at one 
time. Some have claimed that the pillars as well as t he 
arches are X IV Century work, but lVIr. Burbidge pointed out 
certain contrary indications (Pmc., xxvn, ii, 18, footnote 4) . 
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Mr. Master considered them a ll to be XV Century work, and 
t here is no doubt t hat t he XV Century saw the chief altera­
tions in the body of the Church , when t he roodloft and screens 
wer·e added. The indications of the roodloft survive in the 
large t urret and stairs on the south, the corbels for the support 
of the loft, and the unique little . dormer-window on the south 
side of t he nave which ser ved to light the rood and images . 
The screens are good specimens of the North Somerset type. 
The presence of t he two hagioscopes in the piers indicates the 
former existence of side altars under the loft. Thei.r dedica­
tions are not recorded, but there was a chapel of St. Matthew 
in the Church and Mr. Master has suggested t hat St. Luke may 
also have had an altar in t he Church as he pointed out t hat 
one of t he bells has the inscription, SCE LUCA ORA PRO NOBI S . 

Of the six bells, one is medieval, and two others date from 
1758 (see Ellacombe's Chu1·ch Bells of Somerset, p. 23). 

The registers are missing down to 1693, with some memo­
randa from 1674. The plate includes chalice and paten dated 
1718. The churchwardens' books contain entries from 1676 
onwards. There is an item for t he rebuilding of a pinnacle 
in 1774, and repairing the tower steps. It will be noted that 
the south-west p innacle of the tower is rebuilt in a debased 
Gothic manner. 

<Zrbeitlep Qrourr. 
A short drive brought t he members to Chelvey, where }Ir. 

BLIGH BoND described the buildings . 
Chclvey Court is a m ansion of t he reign of James I, but now 

reduced from its former magnificence t hrough t he loss of its 
sout hern ha lf, and t he complete modernization of its upper 
storey which has lost its ancient outline. nfost of the windows 
are now modernized, and in this respect t he west side has 
suffered least. 

Externally, the east porch retains some semblance of its 
antique appearance. Its twisted columns and enriched para­
pets are noteworthy. 

Internally, t he chief feature preserved is t he fine massive 
oak staircase ascending two storeys, above which there still 
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depends from t he ceiling a great J acobean plaster pendant, 
with enrichments of foliage and fmit said to be meant for t he 
cocoa plant. At t he foot of t he great staircase are nailed five 
horseshoes, and once there were six of these. They arc so 
placed as a security against witches, who were believed to be 
unable to pass over them. 

There are ancient tables a long the south wall of the living­
room which date from the X V Century and arc unaltered. 
Others of similar character are in the Middle Temple Hall. 

Some ancient chimney-pieces are preserved, and also certain 
panelling to t he walls of rooms on t he first floor (i .e. the east 
porch level) and here we have an instance of the earliest form 
of 'graining' dating probably from 1610 to 1616. The inner 
room, now known as the Blue Room, shows the same original 
treatment of t he panels under a blue-grey paint of later date. 
The coats of Tynte and Gorges appear in thi s room. 

The original stone-tiled roof was at a higher level and no 
doubt the house was gabled. Now all gables are shorn off 
and the external beauty of the house is sadly diminished. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Cottle were cordially thanked for giving the 
large number of members facilities for seeing their interesting 
old house . Chelvey Court was well illustrated in Country Life, 
May 21st, UJlO. 

~butcb of ~t. 15tinget, <Zrbeltlep. 
Leaving the Tithe Barn on the r ight, t he members ap­

proached the Church from t he west . The Rev. H. \V. Hum­
phrys is the Rector. Mr. BoND described the edifice. 

Plan of Church. The building consists of a nave and chancel, 
large chapel or aisle on south of t he chancel, and a western 
tower. 

Norman Foundation. Traces of a Nor man church remain in 
the south doorway, and there is a little Norman light in the 
west wall of t he south porch which may have been brought 
from some other part of t he original church . The north wall 
of t he nave has masonry apparently dating from t he Norman 
period. The font may be regarded as Norman. 

X I V Centu1·y Featu1·es . The windows on the north side of 
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the chancel appear to date from about 1300 A .D. One is 
socketed, as for a small bar. The head of a water-stoup in the 
porch is of X IV Century type, and has been formed from some 
part of a "\vindow, as it has the glass-groove. I t has beon cut 
for the inser tion of a shelf. The dado-wall of an early rood­
screen remains. It is of stone, and carries a solid wooden 
sill mortised for balusters, showing it to have been of late 
XIII or early XIV Century type. There are several ancient 
oak seats, very similar to those at Clapton and Weston, five 
being in the south chapel, and five more in the nave. But 
these are later and less rude in workmanship than the examples 
cited. The chancel walls are very probably of date co-eval 
with the windows (c. 1300). 

The slab, now m uch worn, beneath the a ltar of the south 
chapel, bears the incised figure of a military knight whose dross 
indicates a date c. 1250 to 1275 A.D. It shows a suit of chain­
mail covered by a long surcoat, a lance being held in the right 
hand, which is a rare feature in tombs or brasses. There are 
three empty canopied recesses in the south wall of the chapel. 
The roof of nave and chancel runs continuous, t here being no 
chancel-arch . 

XV Oentu1·y WoTk. The fabric is chiefly of the XV Century, 
and is an agreeable specimen of the work of that date. The 
south chapel is t hat of the Tynte family. It was probably 
late in t he XV Century that a n ew roof was placed on the nave 
walls, the north windows of the nave and t he east window of 
the chancel inserted, t he south porch added or rebuilt, and 
the west tower erected. The badge of Edward I V (sun in 
splendour) appears in the glass of the south chapel lights. The 
canopied recesses below are of XV Century character . 

XVI Oentu1·y Featu1·es . There is a rectangular reredos 
frame of stone under the east window of the chancel, and 
another under that of t he chapel : both appear to be of the 
latest pre-Reformation date. Part of the ornamental cornice 
of the former is ancient. 

XVII Century . The tracer y of the windows in the Tynte 
Chapel is of a debased type and probably Carolean. The man­
orial pew of the T yn tes r emains and is a fine specimen of J acobean 
woodwork. The pulpit ret ains its old hour-glass stand. 
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Roodloft and Veils. 
loft is marked by a 
cot·bels wer e p laced . 
side of the chancel. 

Nailsea Court. .x lv 

The position of t he beam of the r ood­
missing stone, which shows where t he 
Corbels for the Lenten veil are on each 

The Church was restored in 1887 and the architect's report 
is quoted in the Tmns. B1·istol and Glos. A 1·ch. Soc. , xxrx, 
40- 42. The lower part of the old churchyard cross still 
stand , but t he medieval head has been replaced by a sundial. 

Mr. R oLAND PAUL has added the following note : I n t he 
t hree-light window on t he north side of the nave is a shield 
(now reversed ) a1·g. on a foss sa between 3 bull s' heads affrontee 
gu, armed or, a crescent or (said to be Bodimant), impaling what 
appears t o have been g1t, 3 bars and a bordure arg. The 
crescent on the Bodimant coat may be intended for a 
' _difference ' denoting t he second son. 

JaaWsea Qrourt (Plates II, III). 

Lt .-Commander C. E. EVANS, in welcoming the members of 
the Society, said: 

I n this house may be t raced the handiwork of severa l owners 
who altered it or added to it as best sui t ed their convenience. 
Their arms can be seen in t he south window of the Langford 
Room. The earliest kn own O>vners arc the Le F ryes, who 
were in possession in 1272. E lyas le Frye, who in a deed 
granting "a tenement upon Naylesey" to Waiter de Chaney 
speaks of "my court at Naylesey," sold at a date prior to 1331 
to Mestre R oberd de la More. 

The De la More or Bythemore family held it for two hundred 
years, and Nailsea Cour t may be regarded as chiefly of t heir 
building. Litt le remains of t he Cour t of Elyas le Frye. There 
is t he arch of t he old kitchen fireplace behind t he panelling in 
t he library, and in the eastern wall of t he hall are indications 
of a screen with triple openings, which in his t ime separated 
kitchen from hall. In the library we have XIII, XV, and 
XVIII Century work side by side,-the Tudor arch p laced 
t here when the kitchen was made a living-room , and the 
bread ovens inser ted when the Court was used as a farmhouse. 

Georgius de la More, Dominus de Naylsey, enlarged and 
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beautified the house in the beginning of the XV Century. 
Portions of his work are left in handsome fireplaces, traceried 
windows carved in Dundry stone, and doorways with pointed 
arches. 

Much of this work was obliterated when Roger Bythemore, 
early in the XVI Century, rebuilt the manor house in Tudor 
st yle and moulded it into the form it wears to-day . 

His great-grandson, George Perceval, inherited after him, 
and this brings us to one of the most interesting personalit ies 
connected with the house, his son Richard, born at Nailsea 
Court. 

Richard Perceval was instrumental in giving to Queen 
Elizabeth t idings of t he preparation of the Spanish Armada. 
He was an extravagant youth and quarrelled with his father , 
especially over his marriage, some say with a gypsy's daughter. 
H e went to Spain for four years and on his return published 
a Spanish Dictionary and a romance, " t he Myrrour of Knight­
hood." H e was a friend of Cecil, Lord Salisbury, and when 
a ' pacquet ' of papers was captured from a Spanish ship 
chased in the Channel , and none of Elizabeth's cabinet could 
decipher these papers, Burleigh proposed t hat Richard P erceval 
should be entr usted with the t ask. Richard next day pre­
sented them himself to the Queen deciphered and translated 
int o Spanish , La tin and English. Her Majesty was so pleased 
that she took Richard into special favour, made him Secret 
Remembrancer and gave him a pension of 800 marks a year. 

George and Elizabeth carved t heir initials on the chimney­
piece in the P er ceval Room and the date 1574, which is the 
year that Queen E lizabeth visited Brist ol. In 1582 they sold 
Nailsea Court to Richard Cole, a Bristol merchant, for a 
country house. He was M.P. for Bristol in 1593, and that 
date is car ved on small shields inserted in the spandrels of the 
fireplace in the Cole bedroom, and similar shields bear his 
initials and those of his wife Alice in the solar; to them may 
also be attributed t he beautiful carved door in t hat room. 

The Coles occupied Nailsea Court for a century and during 
t hat period two different set s of alterations took place. Alt era­
tion of the screen in the hall, of the window in the porch 
chamber, introduction of wooden staircases, are some in-
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stances. Later work would be the raising of the central 
portion of the house, insertion of square chimney-piece in the 
hall, and replacing of the stone traceried windows t here by 
long windows with leaded lights. 

Next as owner comes Nathaniel Wade, barrister-at-law. 
H e was a leader in the Monmouth Rebellion, fought well at 
Sedgemoor, was captured while hiding on Exmoor, and sent 
to the Tower. In later life he held various offices in t he City 
of Bristol and also was Major of train-bands. H e bought 
Nailsea Court in 1695. 

Then appears on the scene the beautiful Madame Roger s, 
sister to Lord Colerai:ne and wife of Dr. Rogers, chaplain to 
George II and sub-dean of Wells. Madame Rogors died in 1745 
and loft Nailsea Court to her elder daughter Lydia, through 
whose marriage it passed to the Knights of Tythegston in 
Glamorgan . Both her daughters manied gentlemen from Wales, 
and Nailsea Court was let as a farmhouse. The tenants for t he 
next 160 years were mostly of the Wilcox family . During the 
years when i t was a farm t he old house fell into a ruinous 
state. Buckler's pictures show it with the southern wing 
broken down, but its condition in 1906 when I bought it wa,s 
very much worse. It had been empty for some time and had 
suffered from robbery and destruction. Seven years were 
spent in bringing it to its present state. The last portion 
accomplished was the southern wing, which was rebuilt under 
the supervision of Mr. Arthur Stratton, F.S .A. It has been 
a labour of love t hus to save the old manor house for the 
county of Somerset. 

Commander Evans spoke in "the Barn," whilst t ea was 
being ser ved and heavy rain descending. Before proceeding 
t o view t he chief rooms of the Court, t he PRESIDENT cordially 
thanked the owner of this beautiful house for receiving so 
many of their members on such a wet day and for his kindness 
in providing t ea . There are some excellent pictures of the 
Court t o be seen in Count1·y L ife, December 21st, 1912. 

Rejoining the motors at 5.15 p.m., the members con t inued 
their journey to Tickenham Church (the Rev. S. M. Bridge, 
Rector) . 
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~ickenbam <lrbutcb. 
Dedication . The patrons, Quiricus and Julitta, son and 

mother , were martyred A .D. 304 under Dioclctian. Quiricus 
appears as CyJ.· in France, Cyrus in Scotland, and Curig in 
'\iVales. Vcep Church in Cornwall is dedicated to him, and 
the joint dedication is found at Newton St. Cyres in Devon, 
and Luxulyan in Cornwall. 

XI Century. The original Church m ay be considered to 
have been of t his date, the remaining feature being the very 
pla in arch of the sanctuary, now the chancel-arch. 

X I I Centu1·y. To this period we ascl'ibe the rebuilding of 
the structure. The piers of the nave ar cade arc plain, fur­
nished in some cases (see south side) with ingle shafts. l\Iost 
have no capitals, the moulding running unbroken from base 
to apex of the arch. 

XIII Centm-y. The south porch is of t his elate and is re­
markable for its trefoiled external archway. Its roof has 
been lowered at a later t ime and t he niche over the interior 
door cut through. It holds the remain of a fine water-stoup. 
From the presence of some XIII Century carving on a pier 
adjoining the south aisle, it has been inferred that a chantry 
chapel existed here. Other traces of the older aisles remain 
in the north door with its hood-mould, now tho entrance to 
the vestry, and formerly the approach from t he court-house 
adjoining on t he north. The font is Early English , with bowl 
squared within and without, angles chamfered and enriched 
with pointed archlets, and supported by a plain cylindrical 
centre shaft with smaller shafts at t he four angles having 
moulded caps and bases (see Paley's Fonts). Near the font 
are t hree incised slabs showing cros es and a fourth , now built 
into wall near t he east entrance to the churchyard. Around 
the inner door of porch are traces of old reel and blue colour 
and an ancient consecration cross on t he east side. 

XIV Century. The three-light chan cel window is of this 
p eriod, as also t he east window of t he "Bave Chapel " on the 
sout h side in which remains a figure of Our Lord either in 
majesty or in benediction. The two south windows of this 
chapel are a lso X I V Century. One contains a fragment of 
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glass of the period depicting the Cruci£xion (illustrated in 
colour in P1·oceedings, xxvn, frontispiece). This chapel was 
the place of scpulture of the owners of Barrow Court for many 
generations. The west window of the south aisle is a curious 
specimen of transition from Early English to Decorated. 
Under it is a raised stone bench. Among the structural 
features is to be noticed the hagioscope with small bracket for 
statuette attached to face of one of the plain piers on the 
north side of the nave. 

XV Century. Next t he chancel-arch on t he south side is 
the access stair to roodloft, opened in 18!)0 but now built up 
to ensure stability to the arch. A grl3at height of plain walling 
appears above the chancel-arch , and in this tho opening t.o 
the roodloft is visible in its blocked condition, and also a 
small squjnt for the sacristan. 

The roofs of the nave and north aisle arc of the usual 
Somerset type. That of the south aisle is a plain open one. 
This aisle ha externally a richly trefoiled pierced parapet. 

The churchyard cross stands at the s.w. angle of the en­
closure, and is described in Pooley's Somerset C1·osses. At the 
east gate is an ' upping-stock.' There is a scratch-dial on the 
s.E. angle quoin of the aisle ; this is of unusual size. 

XVII Century. A good specimen of the Royal Arms, temp. 
Charles I , is attached to the east wall of the nave. The carved 
J acobean pulpit stands south of the arch. 

The ~Power at the west is Perpendicular, reconstr ucted in 
its upper part, and is a very graceful composition after the 
type of Hrislington and Chew Stoke. The restoration was 
done in 1878, and four niches in the parapets filled with 
statuary, v-iz., on west, the patron saints; on south, the Roman 
governor, Alexander; on east, St. Julitta as martyr with palm 
and sword as emblems; and on north, the Emperor Diocletian. 

The three ancient effigies lying in the north aisle have been 
dealt with by Dr. Fryer. They represent two knights and a 
lady of the XIII Century (Proc., LXII and L XIV). 

It is to bo regretted that the whole interior surface of the 
walls has been stripped of plaster. This was dono in 1878 in 
the nave, and the chancel similarly treated under Mr. Ewan 
Christian in 1890. 
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One of the medieval altar-slabs, found under the west end 
of the nave, has been replaced as the mensa of the present Holy 
table on six columns of E lton ware. 

:Mr. RoLAND PAUL has contributed the following on the 
heraldic glass : In one of the square-headed ·windows in t he 
north aisle of the nave are 6 shields : l , Cobham of Sterborough; 
2, Be1·lceley- these appear to be a pair, and perhaps refer to 
the maniage between Sir Regina.ld Cobham of Stet·borough, 
K.G. , with Joan, daughter of Thomas Lord Berkeley. He 
died in 1361, and his stall-p late is one of those a.t St. George's 
Chapel , Windsor. The remaining four shields, smaller in size 
than the foregoing, are 3, of Basset, one wit h a cross on a canton, 
perhaps of Rauf Basset, and another with a bordure bezantee 
(borne by Sir Richard Basset, temp. Edw. Il). The fourth 
shield bears the arms of Clave1·ing. 

The rain was very heavy, but a number of the members left 
the churchyard by a doorway in the northern wall and passed 
into t he old portion of 

Qrickenbam QI:outt 
which is now occupied by Mr. Ernest Horne, who kindly gave 
perm1sswn. For particulars of the manorial hist ory readers 
are referred to the monograph by t he Rev. J. Byrchmore, 
entitled " Collections for a Parochial History of Tickenham," 
published in 1895 by the Northern Branch of the Societ y . 

Since Domesday, two manors have existed in the parish, 
held respectively by the Saxons Saulf and Teulf. Under 
William t hey passed to William of Ewe, who was executed for 
high treason against William Rufus. Early in the XII Cen­
t ury Tickenham passed to t he Berkeley family being pur­
chased by Robert Fitz Hardinge, Praepositus of Bristol. John 
Berkoley, last of t he male line, died 1480 A.D., leaving as 
heiress hi s daughter Cecilia, wife of J ames Ashe. The Ashe 
family held the estate till the t ime of Elizabeth, when it pas eel 
by marriage to t he Bassets, since whose t ime the house has 
passed in rapid succession to the families of Ashfield, Goodrick, 
Gorges, Codrington , Bamfylde, Protheroe, and Smyth. 

The manor house, known as Tickenham Court, is an ead y 
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XV Century building, probably temp . H enry IV. I t was 
built in t he form of an H , the eastern leg of which has gone. 
The ha ll occupies the position of the middle bar of the H, and 
is nearly perfect . The roof is of plain open timber , the prin ­
cipals ar ched to the collm:, wit h good stone corbels. At t he 
lower end are three doorways as usual to t he kitchen, et c . (now 
dest royed). At t he upper end is the arch of a former bay­
window to t he dais. The wit hdrawing-room by the s.w. angle 
of t he hall marks t he change in domestic habit s when the lord 
withdrew with his family leaving t he hall to his dependents . 
vValls and ceiling are said to have been panelled. Over t he 
mantel were shields of Rico Davis and Rodney. The upper 
storey is reached by a circular stair in an octagona l turret. 
Under the late ownership t here was neglect and rapid decay, 
but the present owner has already set about the work of 
restoration and repair. 

After dinner , a Conversazione was held in the l01mge of t he 
Vi' alton Park Hotel at which the R e-..r. D oNALD MAcARTllUR, 
Rector of Goathurst , read a paper on " Old Village Church 
Music." 

Mr . MacArthur dealt particularly wit h the history of t he 
west-gallery bands which were a feature in village chur ches 
up to about the middle of last century . From the very com­
plete records still fortunately preserved in his own parish he 
was able to show how such a band grew into existence t hore,­
a t ypical example of the general process. A selection of the 
music in rural use during t he period was sung by a local quar­
t ett e1 under t he direction of Mr . S. F . Grundy . The lecturer 
emphasized t he fact that a great deal of t h is old village music, 
in all parts of England, was composed by t he singers and 
mu ·icians t hemselves and const it uted a minor foUr-art which 
had, o far, escaped t he study which it deserved. The sub­
st ance of his paper will be published as an ar t icle in T he 
Musical Times of April, 1923. 

I. The quartette consisted of i\fiss Trimmer (soprano), 1\fiss Warrenno 
(con trtll to), l\Ir. K ing (tenor), and Mr. D rewett (bass). 
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~birD £Dap1s }l!)toceening·g. 
The motor vehicles left t he Walton Park H otel at 9 .30 a.m. 

on Thursday, July 6th, in rough weather for the t ime of year. 
T he first stop was made at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin , 
Yatton (the Rev. F. E. Peart, Vicar). 

~atton <ltbutcb. 
Mr. F . BLIGH BoND described this interesting building at 

some length, and his notes have since been amplified. 
The name of this place would appear, according to a charter 

of 1461 discovered by Mr. H. C. Barnard of Yatt on, to have 
been Yatton Blewett or Bluett, or as in this document " Blwet ." 
The family of Blewett is heard of in connection with the 
history of Clevedon manor in 1389, when the lands of Edmund 
d e Clevedon passed to his grand-daughter Margaret, wife of 
John Bluett, and through her to her nephew Thomas Lovell 
and to his daughter Agnes Wake. The 1461 r ecord is headed 
"Yatton Blwet Court, held there on the feast of St. Botolph." 
In the Yatton wardens' accounts for 1451 is a mention of lVfill 
Blewett as a parish .. 

Yatton Church is a structure mainly of the XIV and XV 
Centuries. The eastern part of the Church is the older, and 
this includes the chancel, central tower and north and south 
transepts . All authorit ies seem agreed t hat the tower and 
the transepts are parts of a former church of cruciform plan 
d a ting from the first half of the XIV Century (c. 1340), but 
this XIV Century church was probably not the original one, 
but itself an enlargement of a still older church. 

XIV Centu1·y Church. We have the two transepts in their 
original proportions. The south transept retains in its south 
wall a fine traceried window characteristic of its period, and 
the roof, though modernized, is of t he same acute pitch as was 
formerly planned. The north transept also r etains its ancient 
outlines, but here a window of the Perpendicular period has 
been inserted in the older window-arch in the gable-wall. 
The two sepulchral recesses under t his window are of t he 
D ecorated period, co-eval with the transept, and the wall has 
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been thickened on the outside for their reception. The re­
cesses, which have lost t heir terminals, are strikingly out of 
centre, but t ills seems to be t he original plan , space being left 
at the east for t he appurtenance of t he altar which may have 
been t hat of St. Katherine. 1 

The arch which leads from this t ransept eastward is of course 
of later date, but t he hagioscope, although now appearing in 
a modified form, and probably altered a good deal in the late 
XV Century when the Newton Chapel was built, must never­
t heless be r egarded as a feature of the older transept, like the 
other on the south. 

The arch in the west wall of this transept leading into t he 
north aisle of t he nave is evidently of XIV Century masonry, 
and it is difficult to suppose that it is not in its ancient position . 
It is incorporate with t he north-west p ier of the tower , and 
at the foot of this pier on the side towards the nave we notice 
that for a few feet there is masonry of a precisely similar 
character which has been left, perhaps from motives of pru­
dence, for the support of the later work of the reconstructed 
nave arcade. So we argue that at this point, in the XIV 
Century church , there must have been some extension of 
building in t he angle of t he origina l nave and transept, either 
an older nor th aisle, or a chapel here covering at least one bay 
of the nave and leading by the arch we still sec into the 
transept. 

The lower part of the tower is now cased with XIV Cent ury 
masonry and the vault ing beneath the crossing has all the 
character of the same period. But t he question arises ·whether 
these piers are original constructions of t hat date or whether 
they are yet older piers cased in and altered at t hat t ime. 

Within the doorway of the stair -t urret for approach to t he 
belfry at the sout h-east angle of the tower there may still be 
seen the masonry of an ancient hagioscope opening from this 
angle of the south tran opt towards the chancel. The channel 
has been completely blocked up but t he t refoiled arched head 

l. The Church\\·arclcns' Accounts for 1503 reco1·d that Sd. was paid for 
the " curved corbel that Saint Katherine stands on." Probably this is the 
corbel now in the east wall of the north transept.- H . C. Barnard. 
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and t he curved sill still remain. The appar ent date of this 
trefoil-cusping would be about 1300, and if this be so much 
history hangs upon the survival of this solitary fragment of 
work just preceding in date the XIV Century development of 
the Church . On the chancel side nothing remains visible but 
a square patch of stucco, over which we see squared ashlar 
masonry of the same kind as t hat which flanks the Decorated 
arch between tower and sanctuary . It would be well if this 
patch could be removed, and the channel of t he hagioscope 
exposed. 

vVe must not be misled by the fact t hat the orifice of the 
hagioscope is now hidden on the transept side within the 
doorway of the stair-turret, for that doorway is a later addi­
tion, and t here can be little doubt that originally there was a 
fairly wide opening here from the transept, and that there 
stood immediately by t he south side of this opening an altar 
on t he east wall of t he transept similar to t hat which we know 
to have existed in the north tra.nsept. 

There are abundant instances of a hagioscope contrived 
upon or within the wall of the approach to a stair-turret. But 
these hagioscopes are 'makeshift' features, and are the result 
genera lly of the liturgical changes which took place in the 
XIII and early XIV Centuries, when churches of the older 
pattern, which were built more according to the E a tern 
tradition of concealing rather than revealing the Sacred 
Mysteries, were opened up at a time when our national worship 
had embraced the idea of the open consecration of the ele­
ments, and our chancel-arches were enlarged , and sometimes 
the whole central part of a church rebujlt on more spacious 
lines for t he purpose of free adoration of the Host. 

The chancel is of rather limited dimensions, and although 
in its more obvious features it looks like a work of the lato XIV 
Century, it may very likely be but a reconstruction of a fabric 
on much older foundations, say, of t he XII CenLury or earlier. 
I t is a modest work, of low elevation, and its windows are of 
that simple Perpendicular type which was in vogue in these 
parts long before the close of the XIV Century. We trace 
the genesis of this style at Gloucester, c. 1340, and it seems to 
have influenced church bllilding very strongly in t he west, as 
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a.t Edington Abbey Church (Wilts), though doubtless the two 
styles ran concurrently for many years. At Yatton the oldest 
feature is t he internal string-course, which is roughly cut and 
clearly a more primitive feature ; and over the window. is a 
label-mould which is of similar section, though better worked. 
The roof has the older pitch and follows the line of a stone 
drip-course on the tower wall above. Looking now at t he 
outside faces of the tower, we see, just above the apex of the 
roofs, the windows of the ringing-chamber. An inspection of 
t he light on the south face, over the transept shows it to be a 
simple lancet , with a plain roll as drip-mould, and this looks 
like an E arly English feature (1230-40). This stage of the 
tower may be co-eval with the earlier chancel. 

Mention may be made of certain faint marks of t he former 
nave roof still visible under the plaster over the arch from 
nave to tower. These show it to have been steeply pitched 
after t he manner of the t ransept roofs. 

XV Cenltt?'Y Rebuilding. The present nave with its aisle~ 
dates from the middle of the XV Century, and the upper part 
of t he tower and its truncated spire are of the same period. 
That date would be c. 1440, as we gather from the wardens' 
a.ecounts that work was still being done upon t he belfry in the 
year 1445. In 1447 t he wardens went to E aston-in-Gordano 
to t ake particulars of the roodscreen t here for t he purpose of 
adapting its design at Yatton. In the same year comes a 
mason's bill for the erection of a pulpit and two altars. All 
details of t he screen and roodloft are preserved and have been 
reprinted. 

Spires are not very usual features in Somerset ch urches, and 
t hey follow for the most part a certain track. Those in 
parishes near the sea may have been designed partly as land­
marks. vVe have a string of them following the coast-line at 
greater or less distances ; beginning at P01·lock, then by 
Stogursey to Bridgwater and on to East Brent and W ode ; 
thence to Kingston Seymour, Yatton, Congrcsbury, and inland 
to Ubley, Croscombe, Doult ing, Whatley and Frome. 

The churchwardens' accounts tell us that the building of 
t he spire was st ill in progress, together with t he steeple, in 
1455-56, at which t ime stone was being brought from Dundry 
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for the purpose. By 1582 the spire was giving trouble, and 
t here is an item for r ep airs to t he steeple in th e accounts for 
that year. In 1505, t he wardens engaged three freemason s 
to take d own the spire. One of these came from Bri tol, and 
was paid 2s. A second, named Jenynge, perhaps a local man, 
received the same 'vage, and t he t hird, who is called 'the free­
mason that came out of the forest' recei,-ed 6s. So the spire 
was redu ced to its present dimen ions, and has once again had 
to be reconstructed on the same lines . 

The staircase of approach to the roodloft is in t he nort h 
t ransept an d m ust have communicated with t he loft by a 
small gallery of connection . At pre en t the doorway i blocked 
up . T he two curiou s extra p ier-caps visible in the ma onry 
of t he arcades north and south have some c01mection with t he 
suppor ts of the loft, which in this ea e may have run the whole 
depth of the tower, finding it s support to t he cast upon a 
second screen across t he r ear archway. 

The sou t h porch is of special interest not only from the fine 
character of the ornamental work upon its sout hern face and 
its stone-vaulted ceiling, b ut a lso :from the traces that remain 
of a former 'Palm Sw1day' gallery over the inner doorway, 
approached by the parvise stair in the sout h wall. This porch 
was t h e gift of I sabel de Ched dre and is at least thirty years 
la t er t ha n t he work in the nave an d aisles. 

The west front is a n oble composit ion , and there are b ut 
few to compare with it. Crewkerne is similar. The niche 
over the west wind ow still holds t he symbolic figure of t he 
Fath er displaying the crucified Son. The west d oorway 
seems to be a later insertion . The n or th doorway externally 
is florid in style, b eing can opied and crock eted . 

The Newton Chapel. Opening east from t he n or th t ransept 
is the mortuar y ch apel of Sir J ohn Newton and his wife I sab el 
de Ch eddre . Sir John died in 1487 and it is considered that 
this chap el was built by him during his lifetime, perhap s about 
1465, if t he architectural parallel to t h e Chain Gate at Wells 
b e considered . The det ail of th e st ructure is of interest, the 
p an elled archwor k being n ot ewort hy, as also the tracer y an d 
form of the windows, so unlike anything else in the Church . 
At t h e east end we see two handsome niches in the wall, one 
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on each side of the a ltar, and that on the south has its base 
elevated a few inches above the other, beneath it being t he 
canopied stone piscina. This superior elevation appears in­
tentional , as the same thing has been noted elsewhere, and it 
is t hought that in this manner a greater honour to the statue 
of the Blessed Virgin is implied. The other niche held the 
statue of St. John Baptist to whom the chapel is dedicated. 
(The effigies in this chapel are illustrated and described by 
Dr. ]j]:yer in Part II of t his volume). 

The t·oofs of the nave and aisles are symmetrically propor­
tioned and are of excellent character. The principal rafters 
are equally spaced, and spring from stone shafts attached to 
t he walls. In the aisles these are surmounted by arcaded oak 
bracket-pieces along the walls forming an architectural support 
to the wall-plate, their spandrels filled with Perpendicular 
tracery of narrow panels, a feature characteristic of several 
local churches . 

The buttresses of the cent ral tower and the turret staircase 
as now seen would appear to be among t he features added at 
the XV Century reconstruction, and in t he case of the sout h 
aisle of the nave it will be noted t hat the south-west buttress 
has been stopped off short and does not intrude within the 
Church. On the north side, however, t his is not so, as a con­
siderable length of it .comes down within t he roof and has 
been roughly chopped off to make room for t he passage over 
t he screen. As long as t he XIV Century chapel was standing 
the buttress would not interfere with its roof , as this would 
have been gabled and the level of its gutter would be below 
the foot of t he buttress. It seems evident that in t he fu1a l 
reconstruction of this corner of t he chapel t he buttress was 
suffered to remain, together with the stump of t he pier or 
respond of its arch towards the nave. 

The doorway and tlu.·ee-light window over it, now seen in 
the sout h transept (east wall) , are insertions of Elizabethan 
or later date. There was a gallery in this transept of that 
period, with a high back probably obscuring the south window 
and hence needing additional light. All the woodwork in t he 
Church is modem , the parclose screens added from G. E. 
Street's design, and the screen in the south aisle from a design 
by the writer, following a Somerset model. 
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Sir Hcrcules Read, Mr. J. G. Simmonds and the President 
made a few remarks upon t he ancient cope which was exhibited . 
A paper on this subject by the late Colonel J . R. Bramble will 
be found in P?"Oceedings of the Clifton Antiqua1·ian Cl·ub, r, 
92-95. 

Mr. ROLAND PAUL has sent the following notes on the 
heraldic glass : In the large window nt t,he south end of the 
transept are thr ee shields-two having been reversed when 
t he window was repaired some years ago : l. St. Leger impaling 
Gracedieu : 2. Le Sor impaling Popham: 3. Gmcedieu im­
paling Cowdrcty or Coudmy. In Collinson's time there was a 
fourth shield, France (modern) and England quarterly. and 
some of t he fragments of t his shield have been worked up in 
shield No. 2. 

In the east window of the Newton Chapel are thirteen 
shields, a ll except two dating probably from about 1829 when 
the window was r estored by the Rev. T . S. Biddulph. The 
blazon is in more than one instance incorrect. The shield 
with the arms of Gournay paly of 6 or and az. may perhaps be 
an origina l one : and t he shield of Bath and Wells has been 
restored in recent years. 

QCongtc~butp. 

THE OLD VICARAGE . 

Soon after ll o'clock the members arrived at Congre bury, 
and firstly visited the Vicarage garden to see t he south front 
of t he old house . They were received by t he Rev. Canon G. E . 
Laws, the Vicar. 

Mr. Br .. IGH BoND said that parts of this building dated from 
1446 A.D. The hall or living-room had something of its ancient 
appearance. The old part was built by Ri~hop Beckington's 
executors in fulfi lment of his wish. Upstairs was a priest's 
room with a fine stone chimney-piece, and from it a small 
doorway led into an oratory over t he porch. There wore other 
rooms for assistant-priests, and one of these had also had its 
door of access to the oratory, but this was now blocked up. 
The old flat-cambered cei ling of the priest's room had been 



Congresbury. lix 

removed in recent times to give place to a more lofty 
ceiling. 

Mr. T . G. SmMONDS read a short paper dealing with the 
heraldry on the beautiful porch (j?"Ontispiece, Plate I). He said 
that the shield above the arch displayed the arms of Bishop 
Beckington (1443- 1464) and suggested that prelate's con­
nection with the building. On the left-hand side was an 
early example of the composite coat of arms of the diocese, 
a coat which was found also in other parts of Somerset, but 
which was not recorded at Heralds' College, the only coat 

Shields on /he Porch, 
CQ!JQresbufY_ 1/icorgg~ s lac6F6 
some;;:::ser;- '=="""'=""=='=.s==c.!:afo;=e='==""="""'=.d 

Shields on the Porch, Congresbury Vicarage (see Plate I). 
l~•·om a D rawing by M·r. R olantl Pcml, F.S .A . 

granted being the St. Andrew's cross for the See of Wells. 
The presence of the shield on the right was difficult to explain, 
though from investigations he inclined to attribute the arms 
to the Pulteney family, but the Somerset Pulteneys did not 
appear in the county before the XVIII Century, and there was 
no trace of any member of the XIII Century Leicestershire 
Pulteneys being connected with Congresbury in Beckington's 
time or at any other period. He thought that Pulteney, 
Poultney and Pountney were all one family, the arms recorded 
being identical and as shown on this porch; but why there, 
he could not say. 

Vol. LXVIII (Fourth Series, Vol. VIII), Part I . E 
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CHURCH OF ST. ANDREW. 

Mr. BLIGH BoND informed the members that this Church 
was well described in the Proceedings for 1899 by· Mr. Edmund 
Buckle. A few things remain to be said, and previous in­
formation may conveniently be summarized. 

The nave and aisles, originally Early English of the middle 
of the XIII Century, were reconstructed in lighter form some 
time in the XIV Century. The original arcades were heavy, 
the arches probably nearly square in section, and for their 
support, pillars with shafts at the four corners somewhat like 
those now seen in the restored work on the south side, but not 
so lofty. It may be considered that these early piers were 
surrounded at their foot by stone seats of square form, and 
that stone seats also lined the walls of the aisles. 

The XIV Century alteration seems to have included the 
cutting back of the pillar seats and the removal of the now 
superfluous corner shafts, for the lighter arches with their 
chamfered edges would not need them. But OUT modern 
restorer with more enthusiasm than common sense has replaced 
these shafts which now support nothing and with their make­
believe capitals have a most unhappy effect . 

The north arcade is a pleasing contrast. Again the seats 
have been cut away and look very unfinished, but the piers 
offer an early example of a type which in the later period 
becomes nearly universal in the county. 

The next change >vas the usual enlargement of the Perpen­
dicular period, when all the aisle walls were raised and a 
clerestory added , in this case having two windows to each bay, 
more like t he fine churches of East Anglia. The tower-arch 
is presumably of the XIV Century and many features of this 
date remain, notably t he windows of the aisles and the south 
side of t he chancel. These are bold in character and simple 
in detail. There is a series of small figures forming the corbels 
to the principals of t he nave roof on the south wall. The 
outer doorway of the porch is XIII CentUTy and three 
scratch-dials are to be seen here. The upper part of the 
porch is modern. The font seems of two periods, the base 
E arly English with four shafts supporting a bowl with the 
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cable pattern around it. There is a Jacobean wooden font­
cover. 

The chancel screen has been reconstructed in some degree 
but retains what is probably its ancient form up to t he head 
of the framework. The doors are now removed and incor­
porated in a new screen in the tower -arch . This screen is 
mentioned in Bond and Camm's " Roodlofts," I, 158, and 
figured in Plate LVI. Formerly it h ad a hollow and flattish 
horizontal coving to the west, with a bressummer supported 
on stone corbels at the ext reme ends and by posts at intervals . 
These no doubt were highly enriched. A portion of one such 
post remains at Cheddar. The end corbels survive and they 
bear inscriptions greatly contracted and uncertain of m eaning. 
The chancel screen stands upon an a ncient stone base once 
ornamented but now defaced . The parclose screen h as a 
similar old stone base in better condition, and t here is a little 
ancient woodwork in the screen itself, though much is r estored. 
This screen has been shortened and the upper part does not 
fit the lower. There is a seat attached to the aisle screen, 
facing the position of the chapel a ltar. 

The principal exterior feature is the tower and graceful 
spire, the latter being unusual in Somerset, though there is a 
chain of spired churches across this part of the county from 
west to eas~, b eginning at Kingston Seymour (Pmc., XLV, i, 
30, says 'Kewstoke '), then Congresbury, Ubley, Croscombe, 
Whatley, Frome (Yatton and Shepton Mallet never com­
pleted) : E ast Brent may be included if we go a little south 
of the line. There was a chapel in the churchyard d edicated 
to St. lVIichael and t he base of a churchyard cross, a second one 
being in the village. The registers date from 1543. The 
church plate includes a cup, paten-cover, and flagon, all of 
the same design and late XVII Century. Another feature of 
special interest in the exterior of the Church is the tabernacle 
in the parapet on the north side a little to the east of the north 
door. 

Before leaving Congresbury the members elected to visit 
Doleblll'y Camp instead of Chlll'chill Church , as the weather 
was tolerably fine although very windy. 

Mr. BLIGH BoND had, however, prepared an account of the 
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<Zrbutcb of @lt. ]obn 15apttst, <Zrbutcbtll. 
and it is given here as it will be useful for reference. It is a 
small and comparatively plain example of XV Century parish 
church, retaining some traces of reconstruction from an older 
plan and several minor features of interest . 

On the north side of the chancel-arch is seen a very large 
hagioscope combined with a passage of approach to t he rood­
loft staircase : and close by this, penetrating the wall of the 
north arcade, is a singular quatrefoil opening, which must 
again be classed as a hagioscope. This one would be beneath 
t he ancient roodloft. Another hagioscope, of smaller dimen­
sions, leads through the wall of t he south chapel towards the 
high altar . The best feature of this Church is the proportion 
of t he n ave and tower-arch when viewed from t he east. The 
tower-arch itself is exceedingly well designed. The arcades 
on the n orth and south sides of the nave are of entirely different 
d esign. On the sout h we have plain octagonal piers, and on 
the north, t he customary lozenge with four engaged shafts 
and hollow mould between, so typical of t he work in Somerset 
churches of t he later period. 

There are a number of ancient benches in a fair state of 
preservation. These are plain and of early pattern with a 
little carving on the poppy-heads of the foliated type. There 
is a monument on the north wall of the chancel to Sarah Latch, 
in which her figure lies shrouded b y t he side of her husband 
who is represented as still living and leaning on his elbow. 
The epitaph is quaint. A rare feature in this Church is the 
armour preserved on t he east wall of the south aisle chapel. 
There is a canopied section in the ceiling over this part, in­
dicative of special honour to an altar here . 

The font is worthy of note , being an a lmost spherical bowl, 
with circular mouldings around the upper edge and the lower 
periphery, where it rest s upon a short cylindrical shaft with 
moulded base. The date is XIV Century . 

IDolebutp <ll:amp. 
On leaving Congresbury the motors proceeded via Stock 

and Churchill Gate to Dolebury Bottom. H ere the members 
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alighted, climbed the hill and entered the Camp by its ancient 
western entrance. 

Mr. H. ST. GEORGE GRAY briefly described the Camp in t he 
most sheltered spot t hat could be found, for a high wind was 
blowing. He said that Dolebury ranked as one of the great 
camps of Somerset, not only in its massiveness of construction, 
but also in area. The stone walls. were regarded as enclosing 
about 22i} acres, 'which was more than twice the size of the 
stone-built fortress at Weston-super-Mare,-Worlebury. Dole­
bury was in the parish of Churchill, its western entrance 450 
feet and its eastern end 600 feet above sea-level. On t he 
opposite side of Dolebury Bottom , that is to the west, were 
the remains of Dinghurst Camp, which had been practically 
destroyed by quarrying. Dolebury had also been mined; 
sh afts were sunk for iron, lead, manganese and probably 
calamine, but little in that way had been done within living 
memory. The Camp had been described by Dymond1 and 
All croft, 2 and later by others3 

; but scarcely anything had been 
done on tlus important site in the way of excavation. 

Mr. Gray went on to say that Capt. J . M. Pollock and himself 
had carried ou t a little digging at the Camp for a day or so in 
1918, when vertical walling on the outer face of the inner 
vallum was uncovered on t he north side ; one of the stones 
in t he walling measured 32ins. by 2lins. An excavation was 
also made into the fosse.'1 

Very few archreological remains had been found in drain ing 
and by search on the surface and in rabbit-holes. Perh aps t he 
most interesting fragment of pottery found there was an 
ornamented piece of Late-Celtic type exhibited in t he County 
Museum,5 where might also be seen an ancient British gold 

1. J ourn. Br it. Arch. A ssoc., XXXVTII, 398-406; and in a. somewhat 
condensed form in Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., XXIX, 102-110. 

2. In E arthwork of E n(Jland , l\11'. A. H. Allcroft devoted a. wholo chapter 
to Dolobury (pp. 682-697). 

3. One of the accounts referred to is t h at by l\11'. C. H. Bothamley in t he 
V.C.H. Somerset, II, 487-490. 

4. See short report in Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., ~XIV, xliii. 

5. Figured in 'l'he H eart of M endip, by F. A. Knight, p. 201. 
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coin of the degenerated horse type, found in the parish of 
Churchill, which the late Mr. F. A. Knight had ground for 
believing was found on Dolebury, ci1·ca 1813.1 

Knowing what the results of the excavations conducted at 
the Somerset hill-fortresses of Worlebury/ Cadbury Castle 
(South Cadbury)3 and Cadbury Camp (Tickenham)4 had been, 
Mr. Gray had no hesitation in regarding Dolebury Camp as 
dating from the Prehistoric Iron Age,-that is of the same 
p eriod as the Lake Villages. 

The PRESIDENT, who a rrived on the camp after Mr. Gray 
had finished his address, made a few additional remarks on 
Dolebury and on hill-fortresses in general. Some of the 
members then walked to the highest part of the camp. 

15uttington. 
Rejoining the motors the members <hove to the Parish 

Room at Burrington for lunch. At 2 p.m. they visited the 

CHuRcH OF THE HoLY TRINITY. 

where they were m et by the Rev. R. H. Edwards, the Vicar. 
Mr. BLIGH BoND said: The Church consists of nave with 

north and south aisles, chancel, with side-chapels in continua­
tion of the a isles, and western tower ; also a south porch . As 
now seen it is a structure of the P erpendicular period. Tower 
and chancel may be rather earlier in date than the rest. There 
is no certain sign of difference of date in the nave arcades, but 
rather of an intentional variation in detail between north and 
south-a variation repeated in the responds of the chancel­
arch. On the north side the caps are plain; on the south they 
are carved. The tracery of the windows again is simple in 
the north aisle, and more elaborate in the south. There is a 
blocked priest's door in the east wall of the south chapel. 
This may take the place of an older doorway in the chancel 

1. The Heart of 1\!endip, p. 208. 

2. Worlebury, new edition by C. w·. Dymond, Bristol, 1902. 

3. Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., LIX , ii, 1-24. 

4. Seo pp. 8-20 of this volume. 



PLAT E t V. 

BURRINGTON C HUR C H . 

Sculptm<'<l Stone-perhaps part of an E~tstcr Sep ulchre- hclo\1" t-ho South \\'inclo\\· of t hP Chanc<'l. 

;Fr om a PlwtO(JI'<I]Jh by the 11rv. D Oll! Etltelbcrt H OI'II f , O.S.Jl. 
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wall before the addition of the chapel. The north door is a 
fine piece of XV Century oakwork. The south porch retains 
the staircase to a former loft or parvise chamber. The oak 
benches and screens were the gift of the Wills family in 1912, 
as a memorial to Lord Winterstoke. 

Under the north aisle a large vault was found and filled in 
in 1912 at the relaying of the floors. Two coffins of embossed 
lead were found therein, one still covered with a black velvet 
pall ; the other lidless and filled with water. 

Father ETHELBERT HoRNE, in describing the sculptured stone 
figured in Plate IV, said it was discovered in its present posi­
tion at the end of 1908 when the wall plaster was being removed 
from below the south window in the chancel. It is, in all 
probability, part of an Easter Sepulchre, the central figure 
representing t he risen Christ who holds the long cross in his 
left hand, and the angels at the sides carrying censers with 
which they are censing Him. The two kneeling figures possibly 
are those of the donors of this Easter Sepulchre, who combined 
it, as was so often done in the XIV and XV Centuries, with 
their own tomb. 

Mr. ST. GEORGE GRAY said that the Burrington plate con­
sists of two XVIII Century dishes and an Elizabethan cup 
without cover bearing the date-letter, 1569. After having 
seen the vVrington cup, dated 1586, the members will have 
seen six Elizabethan cups during the three days, the other 
four being Clevedon, Portbury, Tickenham and Weston-in­
Gordano (dating between 1570 and 1574). 

Mr. ROLAND PAUL sent t he following note on the glass : 
In the windows of the north aisle of the nave, eastward of the 
north doorway, are two shields, (1) Fmnce (modern) and 
England, quarterly, and (2) St. Lo, arg. on a bend sa. 3 annulets 

·OT, a label of three points gu. In the south aisle is a third 
shield, considerably restored, probably the arms of K elly: 
.fu·g. a chevron between three billets gu. 

AvELINE's HoLE, BURRINGTON Col\mE. 

The motor vehicles having been parked in the Combe 
.opposite the Rock of Ages, the members visited the mouth of 
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the cave known as Aveline's Hole/ where they were met by 
Mr. E . K. Tratman (Secretary) and Mr. J . A. Davies, of the 
Spelreological Society, Bristol University, who exhibited some 
of the 'finds' which had been made in the cave. 

The members gathered round the cave's mouth and Mr. 
DAVIES spoke to t hem from a ledge of rock above. His re­
marks are incorporated in his paper on Aveline's H ole in 
Part II, pp. 21-26, where some of the artifacts are illustrated 
(Plate VII). 

The PRESIDENT congratulated the students of the Univer­
sity who were working at the Caves of Mendip, and pointed 
out that their interesting discovery of a late Palreolithic 
harpoon (Plate VII), identical with those found in France and 
in Kent's Hole, Torquay, showed that the Cav_!3 men visited 
Burrington Combe in their hunting expeditions. They had 
already been proved to have inhabited the caves of Somerset 
by the exploration of Wookey Hole and the recent discovery 
of a "baton de commandement" at Cheddar. He further 
noted that the harpoon was found in Aveline's Hole in associa­
tion with much later remains, and said that he did not explore 
that cave in the sixties because of the numerous recent re­
mains in it and of the difficulty of working. ~ 

Further remarks were stopped by heavy rain. The members 
had to t ake shelter and the drive up the Combe, as far as 
Blagdon Hill Farm and back again, had to be abandoned. 
After the sky cleared the vehicles left, vie/, Blackmoor, for 

Wtington. 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH. 

Here, the members were met by the Rector, the Rev. G. M. 
Ashdown, and the building was described by l\'[r. BLIGH BoND 
in the following terms : The western tower depends upon its 
excellent proportions for its beauty of effect. In this respect 

1. A good illustration of the mouth of the cave if1 given in Knight's Heart 
of Mendip, p. 243. It is interesting to note that among Lhose present was 
our member, Dr. H. T. S. Aveline , after whose father this cavern was named 
by Sir W. Boyd Dawkins many years ago. 
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it differs from those of North Petherton, St. :M:ary's, Taunton, 
and others which rely in part upon great elaboration of detail. 
Internally, the arch leading to nave with its panelled soffits 
is a fine piece of work, and there is excellent fan-vaulting to 
the lower stage of the tower itself. Over the arch to the nave 
can be seen indications of the older nave roof which the tower 
was designed to fit. The nave and aisles are of P erpendicular 
character with good examples of the fla t cambered ceilings of 
the period. 

The chancel has been considered as of the Early English 
period, with additions of XV Century work. The western 
bay has been corbelled out to allow of the widening of the 
nave. The extreme width of the chancel-arch is noteworthy, 
and is typical of a compromise between the two t ypes of 
church , with and without such structural division , almost 
peculiar to this county . The chapels north and sout h of the 
chancel are in this case arched off from the aisles. 

The south p orch retains features bespeaking t he former 
presence of a gallery for choristers as at Weston-in-Gordano. 
The stair and upper doorway remain. There is a niche with 
figure over the south door. The font is a good specimen of 
the lat er period , and has eight angel corbels. In the spandrels 
of the west door of the tower there is some heraldry of interest. 

The roodscreen remains in a comparatively perfect st ate up 
to the head-beam of the traceried lights. In its orjginal form 
this screen , like that of Cheddar and others in the di strict , had 
a flat projecting canopy to the west , probably sHghtly coved . 
This would have been supported by a bressummer or moulded 
beam enriched with carvings and again supported a t its ex­
tremities by two stone corbels still to be seen in the walls 
north and south, with intermediate standards of carved oak, 
probably four in number. Two of these would have st ood in 
advance of the central doorway of the screen , to right and 
left of the gangway. The stair to the galler y is on the north 
side and is ingeniously concealed in t he masonry between the 
windows. The detail of the screen is late and unusual, but 
has a rich effect . It is unfortunate that the modern benches 
in the Church are brought up so neae to the screen . Tllis is 
a constant defect of our modern pewing, and nothing more 
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greatly detracts from t he freedom and dignity of an interior 
t han this crowding of pews to the very limit of the nave's 
<Japacity. 

Qeea ann l:Jote.s of Qebanks. 
Tea was served at the Golden Lion H otel, at the close of 

which the PRESIDEN T took the opportunity to t ha.nk a.ll those 
who had helped in various ways to make the annual meeting 
t he great success it undoubtedly had been . He thanked the 
clergy who had thrown open their churches, in cluding t he 
Vicar of Clevedon, the rural dean of most of the churches 
visited; Mr. F. Bligh Bond for his able descriptions of t he 
churches; l\{r. A. F. Major for his addresses on the Wansdyke; 
those who had so kindly thrown open their houses, including 
Sir Ambrose and Lady Elton (Clevedon Court), Mr. Charles E . 
Evans (Nailsea Court), and Mr. and Mrs . J. Cottle (Chelvey 
Court); the local committee and Mr. G. M. S. Farmer (local 
-secretary) ; and Dr. C. Visger for the loan of a car and much 
-service in the general arrangements, help which he (the Presi-
·dent) knew Mr. Gray had keenly appreciated. 

Hearty thanks were expressed by MI·. A. F. MAJOR to }llr. 
H. St. George Gray for the invaluable services he had ren­
dered in his capacity as excursion secretary. 

A cordial vote of t hanks was likewise passed to the President 
on t he motion of the Rev. Preb. HAMLET. 

T he return journey was made to Clevedon and most of the 
members left for their homes in the evening. The proceedings 
during the three days were attended by about 200 individuals. 


