






























































118 The Saxon Charters of Somersel

Shapwick adjoining the modern Middlezoy by., on the other
side of the Cary ; and it may of course have been in that. The
pond is, as might be expected, not distinguishable.

5. Thanen south bi line endland Midwardmores est (vead eft)
on Wilbrithtes Pathes More : * Then south on a line along Mid-
moor once more to the Moor of Wilbriht's Path.’

This takes the by. of the grant down the E. by. of the present
parish, or along something, generally speaking, resembling it.
Probably Midmoor was somewhere E. of the village of Middle-
zoy. For Wilbriht’s Path see landmark 1.

Iield Names.

Measured from Langacre (OM1) :

Birdenham : 1 fur. NW. Brockstone : 2} fur. SW.
From the church at Middlezoy (OM1) :

Garston : 3% fur. SE. by E. (V). Cutley: 3§ fur. SSE.
Stentway : 1 m. SW. (V).

From the cross-roads at Thorngrove (OM1) :

Howit: 3 fur. NW. by W. Hatfield: 1% fur. NW. by W.
Langdown Hill : 2} fur. NE. by E. Abby Mead: } m. SE.
Willake : 4} fur. SW. (V). Damas Grove : 3} fur. W. by S.
From the summit of the hill at King Alfred’s Fort (OM1) :

Murland : 2§ fur. NNW. by N. Burrow Drove: 3} fur.
NNE. Rexmead: 63 fur. NE.

Hicu Ham

High Ham is about 43} WNW. of Somerton.

Charter.

B.1294, K.577 is a charter recording the grant of 7 hides at
Hamme by King Edgar to Glastonbury Abbey, in exchange for
other land, in A.D. 973. i
Identifications. Birch : High Ham, Somerset.

Kemble : High Ham, Somerset,

Survey.

I do not think that the extant copy of the survey is of earlier
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river has been modified by drainage operations. But it is
probable that it met it at a point further NW. than where it
now meets it, for surveyors nearly always begin a survey at
some cardinal angle in a by.; and the angle at Pitney Stert
Bridge (OMI1) is probably the starting point of this survey.
If g0, then Middemor of 21 lay on the parish by. to the NW. of
that bridge ; and Smalemor of landmarks 22 and 1 was in the
immediate neighbourhood of the bridge.

The next determinable landmark is the Wernanford of 5.
The name Wearne survives in that of the village in the parish
of Huish Episcopi a short mile N. of Langport. But the name
wag originally that of the stream which runs down S. on the
east edge of the village, and forms part of the S. part of the
W. by. of High Ham parish. The ford was almost certainly
where the Langport-Somerton road crosses the stream on the
W. by. of High Ham about 3 fur. SSE. of Wearne village.

From the ford the by. of Ham runs for about 400 yds. up the
Wearne ; and this part of it is described in 6. The Peartree
must have stood where the by. leaves the stream about 1 fur.
SE. of the E. end of Wearne village (OM1).

The thirty strips of ploughland belonging to the king may
have been in the angle of Huish Episcopi parish which lies E.
of the Wearne.

There can be little doubt that est has been written for west in
landmark 7. The reference is to that part of the Ham by.
which runs W. from the re-entering angle which is ENE. of
Wearne (OM1). This meets the Wearne to the N. of Wearne
village. We have now settled the positions of landmarks at
the northern and southern ends of the grant.

The linking up of these portions of the by. is not so easy.
Of the Smalemore of 1 there has already been occasion to speak.
It was in the neighbourhood of Pitney Stert Bridge (OM1).
The Pill of 2, 3, and 4 was a stream on the line of what is now
Low Ham Rhyne. The contours show that this was the line
of a stream. This stream forms the whole of the S. part of the
present . by. of the parish. The Red Moor of 2 was probably
inside the E. by. to the S. of the Smal Mor.

Four shows that the Mirran Ford was on the Pill. There-
fore it must have been where that stream crossed the by. of
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5. From,ete. to Foulwille into Anhence: ° From Rush
Spring to Muddy Spring to .

6. FEndlanges Penheved unto Foxhole : ° Along the Head-
land (of a ploughland) at the Cattlepen to the Fox’s Earth.’

7. From, ete. unto Hrthenote eastwards : ° From the Fox’s
Earth to Earth . . . on its east side.’
8. Out of, ete. into Cuttleston : * Out from Earth . . . to

Cuttel’s Farm.’

9. From, etc. unto Herpath : ° From Cuttel’s Farm to the
Highway.’

10. Andelang Herpath unto Dyrston ynto Anhence : ° Along
the Highway to . . . Farm to :

11. From Anhence endelange the More wunio Boyledych :
‘From . . . along the Swampy Ground to Boyle Dyke.’

12.  From, ete. into the Lake : “ From Boyle Dyke to the
Slow Stream.’

13. Endelang the Lake unto the Dyche : ° Along the Slow
Stream to the Dyke.’

14. Ouwl of the Dyche endlang Mores unto Benham eastwards :
¢ Out from the Dyke along the Swampy Ground to the east side
of the Enclosure where Beans grow.’

This brings the survey to a landmark the name of which
survives on the modern map. Bineham Farm (OM1) and two
fields called Bineham in the SE. part of the parish preserve the
old name Benham. 1t is therefore pretty certain that the
survey at this part is carrying the by. of the grant down the
S. part of the E. by. of the parish to the E. of Binecham Farm.
The dyke of 13 is the ditch which runs round the easternmost
extension of the parish. The lake of 13 seems to be the stream
which runs along the by. W. of Highbrooks Farm (OM1), called
Mill Stream in OM6.

One would like to identify the Herpath of 10 with the road
which crosses the E. by. of the parish a short § m. N. of Knole,
all the more so as this is a continuation of the Harepath of

1T cannot find any clue to the meaning or application of this term. It will
be seen that it is repeated later in the survey ; and therefore it is not safe to
assume that it is merely a miswriting for some genuine term. The conjecture
that it might be a pre-Saxon stream name is not possible because there is no
stream to which it could apply.






