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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1997 

The Annual General Meeting of the Society was held at Bridgwater College on Saturday 
10 May, 1997. The meeting was attended by 58 members of the Society and apologies for 
absence were received from a further 3. 

The retiring President, Mrs Madge Langdon, .introduced Professor Nicholas Onue as 
President for 1997-8. He was welcomed by the Society and Mrs Langdon was thanked for 
her services. The resignations of Mrs Acland-Hood and Prior Jebb as Trustees were 
announced and both were thanked by the Society. Mr Ede and Mr Shorrocks were elected 
to the office. Mrs Acland-Hood and Prior Jebb were elected Vice-Presidents. The Chairman 
announced that Mr Gerald Coker, Honorary Treasurer, and Mr Tom Mayberry, Honorary 
Editor, were not seeking re-election, and expressed the thanks of the Society for their ser
vice. Mr Keith Jackson and Mr Michael McGarvie were elected to succeed them, and the 
other Executive Officers, the Independent Examiner, and the Honorary Legal Adviser, as 
listed on the previous page, were also elected. Mrs B. Lowe, S.C. Minnitt and R.A. Set
terington were re-elected to serve on Council for the years 1997-2000. Members of the 
subject committees were elected en bloc. The Society's accounts for the year ending 31 
December 1996 were presented by the Honorary Treasurer and adopted. Chairmen of the 
Archaeological, Historic Buildings, Library, Local History, and Natural History Committees 
gave reports on the activities of their respective committees during the year. These were 
followed by a report from the County Museum Officer. The Society heard with sorrow of 
the deaths of Mr A.D. Hallam and Dom A. Watkin. The Report of Mrs Langdon, Adminis
trator of the Maltwood Fund, was received. 

A change to the accounting system for the Subject Committees was proposed but the 
proposal did not receive a seconder. Thanks were expressed to Mrs Pat Ellson for her work 
on the Newsletter, to Mrs Jean Rainer as OfJice Secretary, and to all volunteers who work 
hard on the Society's behalf. 

The retir.ing President then gave her Presidential Address entitled '' An Exposed Somerset 
Coastline" . 


