
WITH A NOTICE OF SOME TRACES OF THE ROMANS IN AND 

.ABOUT TAUNTON. 

BY JAMES HUR.LY PR.ING, M.D. 

AS the interest which attaches to the name of Silver-street 
may not be very generally known, it is hoped that the follow­

ing remarks in reference to it may prove acceptable on the present 
occaeion.1 ~n taking a survey of Silver-street, in this town, at 
the present time, there is certainly nothing in its appearance to 
betoken that at the earliest known period-at least, so long ago 
as the time of the Romans-it formed the principal approach to · 
Taunton (or rather to the locality known to us as Taunton), 
yet I trust to be able to show that this was actually the 
case. It is well-known that the name 1tr~et, the Latin 
1tratum, or t7UJ 1trata, was adopted by the Saxons as the 
characteristic appellation of a Roman road, and, where it has 
existed from ancient times, it may always be taken as repreaent­
in~t a Roman way. In a very marked and special manner also 
does it appear that the term " Silver-meet is always suggestive 
of the foot-prints of the Roman•," though some diversity of 
opinion seems to prevail as to the mode in which the Roman 
significance which thus attaches to the word lilver is to be 
accounted for. The most usual, and, I believe, the moat correct, 
etymological explanation seems to be that silver i11 a corruption 
of silva,2 a wood, a sense in which it is not unreasonable to 
suppose the name would be frequently applicable at the early 
period here referred to, when woods and forests abounded over 
the face of the country. In accepting, then, this explanation of 

(1). Thia paper was read at a Conveuazione Meeting of the Society, held in 
Taunton Castle on April 29th, 1878. 

{2). Boolc of tM Aft, by G. P. R. Pulman, 1876, p. 690. 
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the term, it will be found to receive marked confirmation from 
the employment of the name as applied to Silver-street in 
Taunton, which formed the direct approach from the towa to a 
Roman station, situated in an extensive forest, very probably 
designated ns such by the Romans. I refer to the Alauna 
Sylva,• of Ravennas, an appellation, however, which, for 
reasons which will immediately appear, I would venture to 
propose should be read .Aiaer~a instead of Alarp~a. It 
is admitted by the best authorities on the subject that the 
important British hill-fortress of Castle Neroche was adopted 
and used by the Romans in accordance with their prevailing 
custom in such cases. "The Romans after the invasion of 
Britain," says the Rev. F. Warre, "occupied many of these hill­
forts, such as Hamdon hill, Neroche, Cadbury, and others., 
And in describing Castle Neroche more particularly, he observes, 
"round the summit of the beacon itself traces remain of a 
massive wall of strongly cemented masonry, which ·has been 
pronounced by a high authority to be of Homan construction!' 
Many other writers concur in the same view. Mr. Pulman, 
speaking of Neroche as an important Brit!sh hill-fortress, goes 
on to state that it was appropriated by the Romans, and adapted 
to their peculiar plan ~tf cnstrametation. The late Mr. 
Davidson, of Sector, near Axminster, referring to Castle 
Neroche, remarks :-"This noble entrenchment, though of 
Britisli construction, was in all probability occupied by the 
Romans, and was, perhaps, the Alauna Silva of Ravennas, which 
is mentioned next in course to !sea Damnoniorum and Mori­
dunum." The opinion thus expressed by so able a local 
antiquary as Mr. Davidson, whose writings have contributed 
largely to illustrate this part of the country, entitles his sugges­
tion to the highest respect, whilst the variety of sites to which 

(3). AJJ the comparatively modem use of spelling Sylfltl. with a '!I seems to have 
created a difficulty with aome in accepting the derivation of Siluer Street from 
ByliHI, I have thought it beat throughout the rest of thia paper to retain the 
ancient mode of llp8lling with an i, SilrHJ. In AiniWorth'slarge Latin Dicti.ODUY 
we fbld "Sylva, vid. Silva; lie enim ODlDil antiquitaa llllriplille videtur." 
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the Alauna Silva has been assigned by different authors, tends 
only to exhibit the uncertainty which besets this question. 
Looking at the combination presented by Neroche, of a noble 
camp, situated in an extensive forest, and also to the itineral 
course in which it comes, as pointed out by Mr. Daviclaon, I 
would submit that it was in all probability t.he real object intended 
to be specified, and that the difficulty wbich has arisen on the 
question of the location of the Alauna Silva (recently referred 
to as" a great riddle to the interpreters of ancient topography,,') 
is to be aacribed to the characteristic careleuneu of Ravennu, 
ae exemplified in this instance. by his having written Alauna, 
instead of Alaena Silva. On referring to the map of Britannia 
Romana in Camden, which is taken from Ptolemy, Antonine,s 
Itinerary, &c., we find Alauna and the .4./aunru .ftu.rnru occurring 
in the North, and still recognisable as Alne and Alnewick in 
Northumberland. On referring, however, in the same map to 
the soutb coast of Devon, where the Axe falls into the English 
channel, we find in place of Alllunus the name Alaenru fluviu' ia 
given, and in Ptolemy,s description of the British island, Albion, 
the Axe, according to Horsley, is called Alaenus ftuvius, whilst 
the estuary of the Axe is commonly referred to as the Alaeni 
Ostia. When we consider the remote distance at which any 
other place named Alauna is situated, and that here in thia 
immediate vicinity we have undoubtedly the Alaenus ftuvius, we 
arrive at once at the conclusion that if the Axe could be shown to 
take its rise in, or be in any way connected with, Castle N eroche, 
the fact might be regarlled as afforuing confirmatory evidence 
that the mistake of name has arisen, ns suggested, from a slight 
clerical error (so common an occurrence with Ravennas)', 
the substitution in this case merely of a u. for an e, and that 
Alaena Silva would thus, in the time of the Romans, be a per­
fectly legitimate and appropriate name for the Forest of N eroche. 

(4). "It will be ahraya uaeful in conaulting Ravennu to remember that, if 
not a Greek himHU, he compoeed his work from a Greek map, anti that the later 
Greeka always disfigured namea and placea of foreiguera with the arrogant care­
~- of the modern French."-LyiOA'•..Vagna B..Uannia, vol vj., p. oocni.) 
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On referring then to the admirable map of the " Rise and Co1ll'll8 
of the river Axe and its Tributnries," prefixed to Mr. Pulman1e 
very interesting Book of tlte .Axe, it was with a feeling of 
disappointment that in tracing the Axe (as it is now known) to 
its source, I found it to take its rise at Cheddir.gton in Donet­
ahire, thua appearing to have no connexion with Castle Neroehe. 
It then, however, occurred to me that possibly some branch or 
tributary of the Axe may nevertheless take its rise at Neroehe, 
and on tracing out the Yarty, I found that the portion of the 
stream bearing this name does so, and th1lt it thus in fact fulfils 
every requirement that is necessary to confer on Neroche forest 
the title of Alaena Silva. It is not to be supposed that the 
trivial and arbitrary distinctions of the river into Yarty, Axe, 
Coly, &c., were known to, or, at. all events, were recognised 
by the Romans,• who, viewing t.he st"'am as a whole, would 
rather bestow their chief regard on that branch of it with which, 
from the fact of its leading to a camp in their own occupation, 
they would be likely to be best acquainted. It is adauitted, in 
fact, by Horsley and othen, that the Alnenus fluvius was the 
name by which the Axe was known to the Homans, and no one, 
I think, can look at Mr. Puhnan's map and see the fine branch, 
called the Yarty, descending from its source at the foot Qf the 
important Roman camp and forest of Neroche, and thence from 
DOl'Lh to south, maintaining almost a straight course (a feature 
highly prized by the Romans) till it reaches the sea, without 
recognising that this must in Homan times, have formed part of 
the true Alaenus fluvius,8 which we thus see t1lking its ri11e in 

(6). Referring to the adoption by the Romans of British namea, Whitalter 
aaya, " Acting upon a very dilferent plan, and informed with the natural spirit 
of conquerors, they affected to bury British under Roman denominatio1111." The 
Tone affords 1111 an instance of the original British name, which, &COOrding to 
Polwhele, wu " Tczu," having thus been greatly transformed. 

(6J. Camden, Stukley and others held the view th~t the ancient name of a 
river may have been common to all ita tributariea, and Mr. Keralake, of Bristol, 
remarlu that "Like a tree, a river with all ita branQhea wu only one object, 
with only one name common to ita embouchment or trunk, and to all ita ramifi· 
cations up to their vario1111 sources."-( .d l'r1m1Z1Jal Brili1h Nett•opolU, tc., 
Bristol, 1877, p. 89.) 
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what I venture to regard as the Alaena Silva of Ravennas, 
joined by the branch now called the Axe, merely as a portion of 
the same stream, and emptying itself into the sea beyond 
Axmouth at its estuary, the Alaeni Ostia of Ptolemy. Having 
thus, I trust, shown the probability there is that the forest of 
N eroche, at the time its hill-fort was occupied by the Romans, 
was well entitled to the appellation Alaena Silva, the explanation 
of the name of Silver-street, as the street or way leading to the 
wood, will appear in the case of Silver-street, in this town, to be 
strictly appropriate. A further explanation, however, of the 
name of Silver-street has been offered in the suggestion that it 
may be held to mean " via ad Siluru." This esplanation of it 
in connexion with a street in Lyme Regis bearing the name of 
Silver-street has been commented on by Mr. Davidson, who, 
whilst adding hie testimony to the fact that the name of Silver­
street is " of\en found in the vicinity of Roman roads and 
stations," throws out the objection that in this instance the 
meaning " via ad Silures" seems scarcely admiSBible, because "as 
that nation inhabited South Wales the application of the term 
to a road at so great a distance is unlikely." Altogether apart, 
however, from this question of distance, it appears to me to be 
an insuperable objection to the explanation, " via ad Silures,', 
that the name of Silver-street is to be found in so many localities 
in England, where the towns in which it occurs cannot pouibly 
be regarded as in any way leading "ad Silures," the Roman 
parts even of London itself furnishing Uti with more than one 
instance of this name. For this reason, then, I apprehend that 
the proposed -explanation of " via ad Silures., must be dismi811ed 
as untenable, whil11t the derivation from a corruption of silva, or 
rather silvEB strata, the actual term probably in use with the 
Roman or Romano-British population, is at once e&sy and 
natural, and may at the same time be held to be applicable to 
almost every locality. In commenting on such names as 
Siloerton, Little Silver, Siluer Hill, &c., occurring in Devonshire, 
their derivation has been referred to Sel, which it stated, 
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"according to Kemble, indicates a tDOOtl or cowrt, and is one 
of the roots common to the Celt and Saxon. "-If this be the 
cue, a term so nearly assimilating in signification and eoUDd 
with Silva, would, at least, tend to render the transition from 
the former to the latter name of easy adoption by the Saxona. 
The question, however, may perhapa be here proposed : If woods 
in thoae days were so common, how comes it tha' they should 
have been held in such high estimation aa to have given rise to 

.this name in so many English towns 1 In .anawer to this enquiry, 
I would observe that whilst it ia an admitted fact that the name 
ia of Roman origin, 1 there is good reuon for believing that it 
waa of very ancient use even with the Romans themaelvea, 
having probably been employed by them from the earliest period 
of their occupation of Britain, and having been retained by them 
until it became adopted by the Saxona under the corrupted form 
in which it haa been handed down to, and still exists with us. 
Assuming that the name waa thus in use soon after the Roman 
conquest, it is certainly a matter of leu surprise that it should 
have existed from that time through the comparatively abort 
period of the 400 years of the Roman occupation, than that it 
should have endured aa it hu done from the. time of the evacua­
tion of Britain by the Romans down to the present time. 
Whether, then, as a concession and meaaure of policy on the 
part of the Romans, or as a result of that tolemnce which 
characterised the Roman mythology, it is certain that the 
Druidical rites and mysteries continued to be celebrated in the 
woods and forests of Britain long after the Roman invasion. la 
the full and interesting details of these rites, which have been 
so minutely described by Clll88r, he expressly tells us that the 
Druidical gatherings were not wholly of a religion& character, 

(7). U would appear that thill BomaJ& lligni.fioanoe of the term "Giver" ia to 
be foUDd reooguiled from one end of Britain to the other. In the north. u we 
learn from Honley, p. 66, "at a place called Silwr Bnf"M, near Aberdeen, a 
great number of Boma1& (not Suon) ooina have been found ;" while in Cornwall, 
1p8Aking of JUa family eatate of Polwhele Caatle, Polwhele te111 u that "neer 
what ia a flitJ ICrciCtJ, the Silfltlf' OloH ia Ro.4n," u if the latter were -
..-blilhed fact that required ollly to be nated. 
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but that they formed also, as it were, the courts of law, in 
which crimes were adjudicated on and disputes and controversies 
settled ; and, he adds, that the Druidic system is thought to 
have had its origin in Britain, from whence it was introduced 
into Gaol ; and it is still customary for those who wish to study 
it more thoroughly to pass over into Britain for that purpose­
" et nunc qui diligentius earn rem cognoscere volunt, plerumque 
illo discendi causa proficiscuntur '' (De Bell. Gall., Lib. vi., xiii.) 
'l'hus then we have it clenrly admitted by Cresar himself, under 
his own hand, that these rights were recognised and tolerated in 
his time, and under his rule, whilst we learn from T!!ocitus that 
they were actually in use here in Britain for neady 100 years 
afterwards, viz., until the reign of Nero. It is indeed notorious 
that woods nod forests were in many instances held sacred by the 
Romans, no less than by the Britons, in proof of which it will 
be sufficient here to cite the names of the groves of V ulcan, 
Mars, Venus, Bacchus, Sylvanus, &c., whilst in the Aricinian 
forest in Italy, the nemoralis ailva, as it is sometimes called, 
we are furnish~d with an instance of a grove, a temple, and a 
sanctuary, all united in one. This dedication of woods to re­
ligious uses by the Romans would doubtless tend to reconcile 
them to their like employment in the rites practised by the 
Britons. And in this way it may be supposed that by mutual 
consent, as it were, of the victors and the vanquished, certain 
sacred o1· otherwise noted groves were for a long time permitted 
to remain in various parts of the country, and it is as leading to 
some such groves as these that I would venture to suggest the 
Dame of Silver-street was most frequently and specially applied, 
as meaning the street or road leading to the wood, thereby im­
plying the woocl or grove expressly dedicated to religious, judicial, 
scholastic, or other peculiar purposes. In the particular instance 
here in Taunton, if we regard the forest of Neroche, the Alaena 
Silva, as such a wood, it will be at once apparent how appropriate 
the name of Silver-street would be; whilst the description left 
us by the poet Luoan, in the following lines from Rowes' elegant 
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translation, serves ve1·y perfectly to portray such a wood. The 
first two lines are to be regarded as referring to it in the Britiah 
period-

" Not far way, for ages past had stood 
An old inviolated sacred wood ;" 

and then, ne viewed in Roman times and by the RomRn soldiery, 
"This 'vood, near neighb'ring to th' encompassed town, 

Untouched by former wa1·s, remained alone. 
• • • • • 

With silent dread and reverence they surveyed 
The gloom majestic of the sacred shade; 
None dares with impious steel the bark to rend 
Lest on himself the destined sh·oke descend." 

• 

Thus, then, if it may be deemed permissible to regard N eroche 
forest, or the Alaena Silva, ns such a wood ne that here described, 
it seems by no means improbable that assimilating themselves u 
they did with those whom they conquered, the Romans, while 
occupying the camp, would look with complacency upon, and 
readily permit, the employment of the adjacent forest by the 
Britons for their own peculiar rites and ceremonies. 8 At all 
events, in whatever light we may be disposed to regard the 
suggestion thus offered, it is certain that nt this period an ex­
tensive forest (Silva) existed in this locality, and from containing 
a camp occupied by them, was undoubtedly known to the 
Romans, a fact which must be held to be sufficient for my present 
purpose in furnishing occasion for the name of the street in 
question. 

Having thus endeavoured, and I trust not unsucceesfulJy, to 
throw some light on the meaning of the name of Silver-etreet, 
and at the same time to show how well entitled, under the 

(8). " When the Brito111 became Christianised, they were loath to give up 
their religious meetings in the woods. Perhaps it wu hardly to be expected of 
them by those who converted them, that their prejudices might not be too aud· 
denly shocked. Temples even continued to be called groves r.fter they had bea 
built of wood and stone."- 011r Briti1h .dnc•nor•, by the Rev. Samuel Ly80118o 
18615, p. 97. We also read-that" it mUBt never be forgotten that one of the 
first principles impreued upon the Roman missionaries to Britain, wu to ~at. 
adiiGnCa,ge wherellft• they could of thf r.Zigio loci. "-Bor~ Fwalu, by Jolm K. 
Itemble, p. 00, 18d8. 
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explanation thus offered, the street known as Silver-street in 
this town is to the ancient appellation it has for so many ages 
borne, I will now proceed to point out that independently of its 
leading directly to the Alaena Silva, from which I would venture 
more especially to deduce its name, it was otherwise an important 
thoroughfare. forming the chief approach to the town in the time 
of the Romans. For though the abrupt and unqualified state­
ment by Collinson, that " Taunton is no Roman town," may be 
strictly true, it is nevertheleu a statement that seems to require 
some modification, and has, too long, it is ·to be feared, been per­
mitted to exercise a prejudicial influence in its tendency to die­
courage any investigation of the early condition of the site now 
known as Taunton, previous to the time of the Suone. That 
Taunton cannot prefer any claim to be regarded as a Roman town 
in the earue strict sense in which that term is applicable to the 
important stations of Dorchester and Ilchester, for example, 
must of course at once be conceded; but, on the other hand, I 
would venture to submit that it is highly probable that some 
part of the locality now known as Taunton was the scene of 
habitation long previous to the time of the Suons, and, if so, it 
becomes an object to endeavour to determine by whom it was 
then inhabited. When we regard the British camp at N orton 
Fitzwarren on one side and that of Castle Neroche on the other, 
what can be more probable than that the elevated ground forming 
the site of Taunton Castle, and extending for some distance 
around it, should have formed an intermediate point of settle­
ment, and have tieen occupied previous to the time of Ine by the 
Romanized Britons ? That the elevated rectangular platform on 
the south-eastern part of the Castle precincts, now used as a 
playground, may actually be the ren1ains of Roman work, will 
perhaps be found to be a less preposterous suggestion than may 
at first sight appear. Mr. G. T. Clark seems to recognize the 
extreme antiquity of this part of the Castle grounds, as he 
observes that the people of Taunton "ought to value this spa~, 
because they have in it the earliest evidence· of military work," 

Nt<~» SwieJ1 1'~1. lP., 18781 Part 11. N 
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and "they should point it out as the most extraordinary and 
interesting part in the history of the town ;" but Mr. Clark, 
like others who have treated of this subject, makes no attempt to 
carry his researches further back than the time of lne, assigning, 
I believe, the construction of this remarkable earth-work in 
common with the rest of the Castle, and even the town itself, to 
this pious Saxon king, in the year 702. Whether, however, it i8 
not very probable that the Romans or the ROmanized Britons 
had a footing on this very spot long previous to the time of lne, 
and whether, in fact, Mr. Clark does not unconsciously bear 
testimony to this view of the question, I shall now proceed to 
examine, availing myselffor this purpose of the evidence afForded 
by that gentleman's own words. In furnishing us with a general 
rule for judging of earth-works, Mr. Clark states that "when an 
earth-work is observed to be rectangular in it.s outline, the pre­
sumption is that it is Roman ; but if traces of Roman occupation 
are found around, the presumption is turned into a certainty ."1 

Now if the rectangular outline of this earthwork, which is ac­
knowledged by all, establishes the presumption, as here affirmed, 
of its having been originally Roman, are we not justified in 
assuming that the discovery which has been made of Roman 
coins close to this spot "turns the presumption," to use Mr. 
Clark's own words, '' into a certainty?'' That Ine selected this 
site for his residence is quite probable, but, as regards this rect­
angular earthwork, it is no fees probable that he took advantage 
of it to place his Castle on it, finding it already formed to 

his hand. The presence of Roman coins and pottery, &c., close 
by, must be held to afford stronger presumptive evidence that 
this earthwork owed its origin to the Romans than anything that 
can . be adduced to show that it was ever actually constructed by 
lne himself. At a distance of 1100 or 1200 years or more, and 
with no records to guide us, we must accept the view which bears 
on it the strongest stamp of probability, and, in this instance, the 
infallible rule which Mr. Clark himself has given us, receives yet 

(9). Som. .Arc:At.ol. and Nu.t, Hil,, Soc. Proc., vol :a:vili, p. 4.5. 



On the Name of Silver Street. 99 

further confirmation &om the ·verdict of a quaint old writer, who 
a88ures qs that in all such cases-

" Nummus est rei certissimus testis." 
Except, indeed, on the supposition that the Saxons found the 
site of Taunton already occupied, it is difficult to conceive that it 
could in so short a time have become a place of such" great note" 
as to have attracted King Ine to select it for his residence, and 
to found his Castle here ; whilst the statement of Collinson, 
that a Roman road passed through Taunton, loses all signifi­
cance, except on the understanding that Taunton existed, and 
was actually inhabited in Roman times. With perhaps fewer 
indications of the fact than are afforded by Taunt_on, Mr. Pulman 
has insisted, and I conceive very justly, that Chard was for a 
considerable period the scene of Roman occupation ; and the 
words in which he describes what he regards -to have been the 
condition of Cha1·d at the early period here referred to are at 
once so interesting, and, as it appears to me, so applicable to 
Taunton also, that I feel no apology is necessary for introducing 
them here. Having pointed out that Chard, as is the case 
also with Taunton, lies in the midst of what are known to be 
the remains of ancient British life and occupation, he proceeds 
to remark, "These and other circumstances leave no doubt that 
Chard, or rather the locality known to us as Chard, was at a 
remote period the scene of ancient British life. It might have 
been only a few huts in the wood11, the inhabitants of which 
either. fted before the Romans, or remained as alaves after the 
invader had beaten in the field the heroic bands, which no doubt 
opposed them in the fight for home and liberty. It is certain 
that when the victory was complete, the conquerors began to 
settle down among the conquered, and in their own inimitable 
way to introduce the arts of peace and civilization,, • • • • 
"They did not fail to take advantage of existing towns, or settle­
ments, or whatever were the collected habitations of the Britons, 
improving, enlarging, and adapting them on their own un­
varying principles. Whecher Chard was originally 'adopted,' 
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or Romanized, or not, it is impossible to say with certainty, bot 
that it was the scene of Roman occupation is indisputable. As 
at Dorchester, Bridport, and Honiton, the broad, straight streets 
of Chard, with their rectangular intersections, point unmia­
takeably to that occupation." Thet1e observations on the early 
condition of Chard, are, I conceive, in all respects, mwtatU m•· 
tandu, equally applicable to Taunton, the name of which might 
well be substituted for that of Chard, without doing any violence 
to the context. There yet remain, however, one or two points 
as regards the evidences of Roman occupation, in which Taunton 
may claim to have the advantage over Chard, inasmuch u 

although the Roman remains, which have been found in the 
immediate vicinity of Chard, are sufficiently abundant to justify 
Mr. Pulman's views, it does not appear that any traces of lhe 
Romans have actually been discovered within the town of Chard 
itself, whilst evidences of the presence of the Romans have been 
found, not only immediately contiguous to, but in the very centre 
of the town of Taunton. The earliest di11covery of this kind of 
which we have any notice was in the year 1643, when, in the 
course of removing '' the foundations of an old house ~U~ar tiN 
Ca1tle," a number of Roman coins and other objects were 
discovered, being the instance of the occurrence of Roman 
remains at this spot already alluded to. The fact was com­
municated by Collinson to Dr. Toulmin, by whom it was fil"l!t 

recorded in his Hutory of Taunton, published in 1791, where 
he further mentions " a like incident having occurred within the 
memory of man" (probably about 1760), when, on pulling down 
an old house in St. J ames's parish, a coin of V espaaian was 
found, having on the reverse a female captive, her handa bound 
behind her to a palm tree, with the legend~" Judma capta," &c. 
Although there is not the slightest reason to question the 
accuracy of the statements by Collinson and Toulmin, yet as the 
period to which they refer is somewhat remote, it is all the more 
satisfactory to find them receiving additional confirmation in our 
own day. Unfortunately I am unable to state tla.e precise year, 
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but believe it was in the year 1861, that it became neceeeary 
to excavate to a considerable depth in front of the W eat of 
England and South Wales Bank in Fore-street, when eome 
Roman or Romano-British pottery was exposed, a good specimen 
of which is now to be seen in our Museum, to which it was pre­
sented by our late respected secretary, Mr. W. A. Jones. It is 
to be regretted, however, that beyond a mere notice of the place 
of ita discovery, the deposit of this Roman relic wu unaccom­
panied by any date or other detail connected with ita finding. 
It would be very interesting to know the depth at which it waa 
diacovered, u indicating the level of the town in Roman times, 
and suggesting the depth of excavation abort of which there 
would be little likelihood of making any further didcovery of 
Roman remains. From such enquiries as I have been able to 
make, I gather that this pottery waa found at a depth of thirteen 
feet, which I presume may accordingly be taken to be ~mewhat 
about the amount of auperincumbent aoil which hu been 
accumulated in this particular locality since the time of the 
Romans. The Museum alao contai011 specimens of Romano­
British pottery, dug up in the Taunton Cemetery, in 1868. In 
&Pdition to the unequivocal indicationa which the diacovery of 
these material objects afFord& of the presence of the Romana on 
the very site of Taunton, a further confirmation of the fact is 
furnished aJao by the language of the people, which hu stamped 
ita impl'ellll, u it were, upon this locality. Without insisting 
more particularly in this place on the Roman significance of the 
uame of the street forming the more especial occaaion of this 
paper,10 we have, further in the name of Plaiatreet, on the other 
aide of the town, a clear proof of the existence of a Roman 
road at this spot, whilat Collineon himself actually 8811igna to 
Taunton the distinctly Romano-Britiah name of "Thonodunum" 
that is, the hill, hillock, or eminence near the Tone. It hae, I 

(10). Mr. David10n arguee that Lyme was known to the ROIIICIIII, "u the 
principal entrance to it btar1 tiN narM of 8ilNr-IWHI.'" (BrWill& t.IIICI .a­
....._..,p.62.) 
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am aware, been proposed to transfer this name to the earthwork. 
at N orton-Fitzwarren, but unfortunately for the suggestion, 
though Norton certainly possesses a hill, it cannot be eaid that 
the Tone ftows near it. There might, indeed, have been reason 
for the attempt to deprive Taunton of its ancient Roman title, 
had it been possessed of no feature that would justify its appli­
cation ; but whilst the elevated ground around Taunton Castle 
still remains, rising as it does even now, at its highest point 
upwards of thirty feet above the level of the Tone, ftowing at its 
foot, we need not look further for any other site on which to 
bestow the name of Thonodunum. As an additional fact, 
however, that cannot be questioned, we know that about two 
miles and a half north-west of Taunton there are the remains of 
a remarkable British earthwork, in the parish of Norton-Fitz­
warren, which bears such unmistakable evidences of subeequeot 
occupation and adaption by the Romans, that it haa been 
described by the Rev. Prebendary.Scarth as a Roman camp or 
city. It is further maintained by several writers that about 
a mile north of this, at a place called Conquest, part of a Roman 
legion was for some time stationed, and from the large quantities 
of Roman coins in a perfect state of preservation, which have 
been found near this spot, and from other indications, the Rev. F. 
Wafl'e held it probable that even "a mint" had Leen established 
here. Then, again, on the opposite side, about a mile from the 
town on the south-east, the rounded hilly ridge lying to the west 
above the hamlet of Holway, towards which S!lver-etreet directly 
leads, was evidently for some period occupied by the Romans, aa 
here also a considerable number of Roman silver coins, all like­
wise in a high state of preservation, have at different times been 
found. It would be quite unreasonable to doubt but that 
frequent intercommunication must have taken place between the 
Roman soldiery stationed at Conquest and Norton and those 
who occupied this site at Holway, and in all such intercourae 
Silver-street must have formed the natural and direct line of 
route, and must thus frequently have borne the impress of Roman 
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footprints ; and where now the youth of our town wend -their 
way to the Taunton College School, to acquire, inter alia, a 
knowledge of the Latin tongue, the echoes were awakened some 
fifteen centuries ago to the sound of this same language as it 
fell from the lips of the Roman soldiery. 

In speaking, however, of Silver-street, as having been thus 
traversed in the time of the Romans, it is not to be supposed 
that even the roadway itself then was the same as that which we 
see now. Strange indeed it is, in connexion with this point, that 
since I began to prepare this paper an interesting discovery has 
actually been made in Silver-street, in this town, .which has had 
the effect of revealing traces of an ancient buried roadway 
underneath the present one. The street has lately been opened 
from one end to the other for the purpose of laying water pipes, 
and in some situations, nt a depth of about two feet, the work­
men came upon portions of an ancient paved way, which proved 
to be exceedingly hard and compact, and was formed of large 
flint stones. In one part the soil for a considerable distance 
around was perfectly black, and even the flints themselves were 
stained a black colour. Whether this buried road thus exposed 
may be held to be the road actually trodden by the Romans 
or not, is a question on which I venture only to observe that its 
character, and the depth at which it was found, do not seem 
inconsistent with its being so regarded. What may have been 
the precise character of the occupation by the Romans of the 
site at Holway, it is by no means easy now to determine, nor do 
the few notices which barely make allusion to it afford us any 
assistance in the enquiry. It is evident, however, from the 
general aspect of the locality, and from the number of Roman 
coins found in various parts of it, as also from the fact of inter­
ments having taken place there, that the occupation was one of 
some duration and covered a large area of ground. Whether or 
not the site deserves to be regarded as having been used by the 
Romans as one of their prmlidia or outposts-one of their 
stationu agrarim, or advanced poets, to prevent surprise and 
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guard the country people about in the fields,-or whether it may 
h"ve been one of their mutationu or inns for changing horaes and 
affording accommodation to travellers, are points that remain still 
open to investigation; but in reference to the last of these I may 
mention that Mr. Scarth has suggested, from a description which 
I sent him, that thi1 Bite probably borders on an ancient Roman 
road, and he points out that the name of Holway or Holloway 
·indicates such a road, and occul"ll al1o on the ancient line of the 
FoBS road through Bath, where it croe1es the Avon and aeeends 
the hill, and points towards Shepton Mallet. In a part of 
Holway-lane, near this place, a portion of an old road, on a 
higher level than the modem one, still remains to be seen, and it 
is to be regretted that a paper " On Traces of Ancient Roads in 
Holway-lane,'' by the late Mr. Elliot, read at one of these 
Conversazione Meetings in 18661 has never been published, as it 
doubtles1 contained both useful and interesting infonuation, 
which is now lost. And here, whilst touching on Holway in thia 
aspect, I cannot help drawing attention in pRBBing to the 
remarkable coincidence we find in the 8880Ciation of names 
occurring just in this locality and in the old part of London. In 
the neighbourhood of W atling-street, in London, which it ia stated 
was "no doubt in its whole length a Roman cau&ey," the name 
of Holloway-street occurs, and not far off we have examples of 
the name of Silver-street, and also of the name of Shoreditch, 
all not further apart from each other in the old Roman part of 
London, than Silver-street, Holway, and Shoreditch are diatant 
from each other here in Taunton. Some significance must, I 
apprehend, be held to be conveyed by thil &118ociation of namee, 
an explanation of which it i1 hoped thie notice of the fact may 
help to elicit. 

It was in the year 1821 that a Roman um containing a great 
number of Roman silver coins was ploughed up at Holway, in a 
field called the Ten Acre&, belongi~g to Mr. Blake, the plough­
share striking against the urn and breaking off the top of it. 
Near the urn were found also the remains of two hnmllll 
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skeletons. The el\rliest of the coins found in the urn was one of 
the 5th year of Constans, A.D. 342, and the latest of them one 
of the lOth year of Honorius, bearing the mint mark of 
Constantinople, A.D. 405, thus fixing the period of the Roman 
occupation in thia locality to have been between the years 342 
and 405 of the Christian era. The coins were in perfect 
pl."e88n'&tion, and were of the following emperors :-Constane, 
A.D. 337; Conatantinusll, 337; Julian 11,360; Jovian, 363; 
V alentinian I, 364 ; Valena, 364 ; Gratian, 367 ; V alentinian 
Junior, 376; Theodoeius, 379; Magnus .Muimns, 383; · 
Eugenius, 392 ; Arcadius, 395 ; and Honoriua, 39.5. As no 
de10ription of the situation, or other circumstances connected 
with the field in which this urn and the skeletons were found, 
has hitherto been given, it is possible that the few following 
details which I have been enabled to collect on the subject may 
not prove deatitote of interest. The field in question lies in the 
flat on the eaatern side, juat below and immediately adjoining the 
hilly eminence which risea above Holway, at its further e:~:tremity 
from Taunton ; and the skeletons and um were found at the 
further or aouthern side of the field. From the situation in 
which the interment took place, I think it may fairly be inferred 
that these bodies were committed to the earth at a short distance 
outside the settlement or station, and the money found in the 
um11 placed near them was, I conceive, the customary" naulum," 
or fare for Charon on the pa~~BBge of the aoul over the watent of 
the Styx. It muet be remembered that after the 2nd century of 
the Christian era, the period we are here speaking of, the practice 
of cremation had become unpopulllr, and had been to a great 
extent stq>erseded by a return to the more ancient usage, adopted 
in the present inBtance, of burying the dead entire. At aome 
distance from the site of this interment, and nearer towards the 
town, there not long since exiated in the same field two large 
regularly-formed, funnel-shaped circular depr888ions, about ten 
feet in diameter and eight or ten feet deep ; and a few years 

(J 1). One of the" funeral pote or pitcherw" of Camden (BriUut, p. lOll.) 

N~<W Sn-ils, Yo/. 11'., 1878, P•t 11. 0 
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since the bottom of one of them fell in for a depth of several 
feet into a chamber or cavity beneath, in consequence of which 
they were ordered to be filled up, and one of the workmen 
engaged in the work informed me that it took upwards of ten 

lnrge loads of earth to fill up each of them. These conical 
circular depressions correspond so exactly with some just similar 
to them which have been found at Castle N eroche, and which 
have been described in the 6th vol. of our Proceeding• by the 
Rev. F. Warre, that there can be little doubt but that the 
purpose for which they were in each case constructed must have 
been identical, so that in reference to these at Holway I cannot 
do better than employ the words which Mr. W arre applies to 

those at Neroche, when he says, "I offer no suggestion as to 
their use unless they may be supposed to have been .UO. or 
subterranean graneries" -a suggestion which, from the description 
I have received of them, seems to apply with almost conclusive 
force to those at Holway. Slight depressions in the soil still 
mark the site where these deeper circular hollows existed ; and 
I have lately been informed of the presence of aeveral othera at 
no great distance from this field, and one of which has only quite 
recently been filled up, the process of subsidence having as yet 
scarcely ceased. It may here be observed that from nearly the 
whole of the crest of the hilly eminence which rises above the 
field, where t.he um and skeletons were found, a clear view is 
obtained of Castle Neroche on one side, and of Cothelstone and 
Norton on the other, thus proving the importance of this site 
at Holway as a point of intermediate communication between 
these distant hill forts, which might thus on either side be easily 
communicated with at night by beacon fires. Over great part of 
the surface of the fields on this elevated ground isolated Roman 
coins have at times been found, but more particularly at the 
northern extremity or at the end nearest the town. Here also 
are evidences of artificial disturbances of the soil, exhibiting now 
little else than slight undulations of the ground, yet wearing the 
appearance of a rectangular form, whilst in close approximation 
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we find a considerable hollow or pit, somewhat similar to the one 
which has been noticed just ~>Utside the camp at Norton. It is 
true that these traces of disturbance are very slight, and of a 
character that may be deemed insufficient to warrant the 
conclusion of their having been in any way connected with the 
occupation of this locality by the Romans, and, but for the fact 
of the frequent occurrence of Roman coins here, the suggestion 
would scarcely have presented itself. It is deemed well, bow­
ever, just to bestow this notice on these evident disturbances of 
the soil, as it is in close proximity to the spot where they sre 
most apparent that numerous Roman coins have been, and still 
continue occasionally to be found; and when viewing the traces 
of disturbance by the light which this circumstance sheds upon 
tbem, we must not fail at the same time to bear in mind that they 
have for ages past been exposed to the effects of the atmosphere, 
and to the still more destructive operations of the husbandman. 
So abundant have been the coins which have been found at this 
situation, that it is no unusual thing to observe many of the 
labourers at Holway wearing a bunch of them, often containing 
several Homan ones amongst them, attached to their watch 
chains: a source, in fact, from which I have recently obtained 
a. very perfect Valens and a Eugenius, indicating the respective 
dates of A.D. 378 and 392. In the same way I obtained a 
eecond brass coin of Antoninus Pius, with a figure of Britannia 
on the reverse, which had been found near the same spot as the 
more recent ones, and which possesses additional •nterest on 
account of its earlier date. I have also in my possession a 
perfect V alentinianus, junr., which was brought to me some time 
since by a labouring man in my own employ, who told me that 
many others had been found neiU' the sawe spot where he came 
upon this one. The evidence thus afforded by coina spread over 
so great an extent of land, together with the urn and skeletons, 
and subterranean gra~eries, must, I conceive, be held conclusively 
to establish tbe fact that for some time this site at Holway must 
have been in the occupation of the Romans, and here, before 
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taking. leave of this part of the subject, I would just draw 
attention to the circumstance thQ.t two or three of the fie1da 
forming the extreme point of this hilly eminence in the direction 
llading to N8rocllB, bear the suggestive name of highrDa!J•, a fact 
which is the more deserving of remark, as it tends to iiiUBtrate 

the valuable observation• of Dr. Prior, in the 18th vol. .,r our 
Proc64ding•, on the intportanoe aLtachiog to the early names of 
our fields. u 

It is not, however, merely from its leading direct •o Holway 
&nd Neroohe 1.hat Silver-street derives ita claim to be regarded 
as having formed the chief approach lo the town at the ewly 
period under consideration. If we look abroad over the district 
lying beyond Taunton on either aide, but more especially on the 
south or Silver-street aide, we ahall find, extending in all 

.directions, numeroue evidences-in camps, in roads, and in other 
objects-of what have been termed "the relice of Rumanity., 
On the northern side, in addition to the camp at Nortoa, with 
Roman pottery in the railway cutting close by, the remaiua of 
another Roman camp further on, at a distance of about two 
miles from Cothelatone tower, have been noticed by the late 
Mr. Jones; whilst, in the year 1711, an urn full of Roman 
coins, 1,600 in number, was found at Wiveliscombe, and 
numerous other objects of the like kind in the surrounding 
neighbourhood are noticed by ColliDAon. It is, however, u 
already observed, on the southern side of Taunton, to which 
Silver-street formed the appro11eh, that we find the moet 
abundant traces of the Romans. Pusing by Holway, aad 
proceeding throtlih Haydon, Henlade, and Ash Croae, for a 

(11 ), A a a cue in point, ahowing at once the importance of theae observatione. 
we leam from Sir Thomaa Browne that it waa "agreeable unto Roman practice 
to bury by highway1, whereby their monumenta were under eye."- HgdrifllepiM, 
p. 12, 1686. And again, " that it waa a custom of the Rom&llll to bury their 
dead by the aidea of their highwaya is a fact ,known to every one who is in the 
leaat oonveraant with their antiquitiea."-.Archarologi-. vol i, pp. 61, 62. Now, 
u a very intereating fact, supplying ita own oomment, the field in which the 
akeletoDI and accompanying funereal urn were found at Holway, il il'llmtldiauly 
ouclide Gild fl4joirtif19 the fielda which atill bear the lignUioant name of HigllwsJL 
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distance of about four miles to the south-east we reach Lilleedon, 
in the parish of North Curry, where, in the year 1748, a large 
number of Roman coins were found, of which the following 
de8Cription was given in the Gentlsman'• Magazane for September 
of that year:-" At North Curry, near Taunton, Somersetshire, 
July 12th, 17 48, there waa ploughed np in a field where a hedge 
l!ltood, an urn, in which were contained several Roman coina, 
viz., Gratianua, V alentinianus, V alens, Theodoeius, Honoriaa, 
Aroacliaa, Constantinaa, Coutane, J ulianue, Magnus Maximue, 
and many othel'll. They are all of the eame size, excepting one of 
Gratianua, with the inscription, "D: N: Gratianus, P .F., Aug.," 
aad on the reverse a sort of angel, standing with one of hie 
feet on a globe, with a shield in -hie hands, in which are the 
words, "Vot: V. Mul: X.," and in the rouad, "Victoria Au­
gustorum," and in the bottom, "S:M:T:R:" This piece is three 
times aa large as the others, and weighs very nearly a shilling •. 
There have beeu found about 150 of the smaller pieces, and the 
greater part of them are now in the possession of the Rev. Mr. 
Woodfurde, Vicar of North Curry, above mentioned.. They 
hne been viewed by several learned gentlemen, and are reck9ned 
to be some of the greatest curiosities of that kind hitherto found. 
They are as perfect and free from decay as if they were but 
lately coined, notwithstanding the latest of them is above 1350 
years old." As ezact particulars are often of importance, and ae 
it is now so long since it originally appeared, I have deemed it 
well to reproduce the above brief description in full, just aa it 
wa1 given at the time. It will be obl!lerved that the coins were 
precisely of the eame period as those found at Holway, and were 
in an equally 11erfect state of preservation. The coincidence is 
also deserving of note, that the coins at Lilleedon were ploughed 
up " rDicere a hedge had 1tood," and the greater number of loose 
ooins which have been found of late years at Holway have also 
been in a hedge, or in a bank forming the side of a hedge, thus 
ehowing the markeJ changes which the original face of the sites 
iu wbich these coins were uepoeite<l muet have since llDdergone 
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at the hand of the agriculturalist. At no great distance from 
this site at Lillesdon, in the adjoining village of Curry Mallet, 
i8 a somewhat iaolate4 group of houses, mostly of antiquated 
character, bearing the characteristic appellation of Higll-atred, a 
name which, occurring in such a situation, would seem to claim 
a Roman significance. Mr. Wright, in his book, Tha Gat, tM 
Roman, and the Sazon, tells us that a Roman road rune over the 
top of one of the mountains of W estmoreland, almost 2,000 feet 
'above the level of the sea, which i8 named from it High-.treet; 
and Dr. Guest, in his able article in the .tl.rchoJologictd Jour!Uil, 
on " The four Roman wnys,'' shows us that the great Roman 
Foss was continued from Lincoln to the Humber under this name 
of High-•treet. Proceeding beyond this, at 'Welltown, at Stan­
ehester, at Pitney., and at Langport, numerous and important 
Roman remains have been found, thus tending to illustrate the 
observation of Mr. Munckton, in the 11th volume of onr Pro­
ceeding•, that the surrounding neighbourhood is full of such objects. 

Taking leave, then, of thie locality, and again quitting Tannton 
by Silver-street, and continuing almost directly south, we come 
to Castle N eroche, passing in our way over Staple-hill, with its 
strange, and to me enigmatical array of boulder stones, extending 
from this, the Taunton side of Staple-hill, to above the camp at 
Neroche. Whether the present road, where this line of boulder 
stones occurs, may have formed part of, or may have been con­
structed upon an earlier trackway, I am unable to state, but the 
theory which would account for these boulders from a geological 
point of view, and would regard them as having been deposited 
in 1itu where they now lie by the agency of those natural cauaes 
to the operation of which the presence of erratic blocks is com­
monly ascribed, cannot, I apprehend, be regarded as free from 
difficulties. At all events, even assuming their presence here to 

to be due, as now maintained, to the agency of the vast ice-floats, 
it would still seem not unreasonable to suppose that their original 
disposition may have become subsequently modified by human 
agency, in connexion with the employment of the forest of 
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N eroche by its first occupants, the Britons. Regarding them in 
this later aspect, indeed, it is somewhat remarkable that the only 
other instance I have met with of any similar distribution of 
boulder stones over a road of this kind occurs in close proximity . 
to the noted Druidical site of A vebury, in Wiltshire. In the 
14th volume of the Archmological Journal, Mr. J. M. Kemble 
describes an interesting "boundary line " in this locality, ex­
tending from the river Kennet, at East Kennet, to the Wansdike, 
and states that it re-ascends on the east by "a road still very 
remarkable for the great stone blocks which lie about it,u till 
croSBing the river and running northward, it then runs westward 
and southward in the direction of Avebury" (p. 134). The 
description thus given of this road near Avebury, as "a road 
still very remarkable for the great stone blocks which lie about 
it," is a description which even at the present day is perfectly 
applicable to the road over Staple-hill leading to N eroche, though 
it is a matter of regret that of late years the number of boulders 
in this latter road has undergone evident diminution. One of 
them, as we are all aware, has recently been transferred to these 
grounds, having received the honourable distinction of serving 
as a memorial to our highly valued secretary, the late Mr. W. 
A. Jones; but the greater number of them have, unfortunately, 
been put to baser uses, some having been broken up for repairing 
the roads, whilst others have been removed from their original 
situation and placed at the angles of cross roads, or at the sides 
of the entrance gates to fields, to se"e as guards to prevent 
wheels from touching. At one time I was under the impreSBion 
that these boulders were ranged chiefly on the l.tl hand side of 
the road leading from Taunton, that is, on the same side as the 
camp, but this arrangement, owing, perhaps, to the removals just 
referred to, appears to me to be leSB conspicuous than formerly, 

(12). . In the actual d811Cription given in the extract from the Codex Diplo­
matiClU <Evi Saxonici, beginning, " Theee an the bounda of Overton," we read 
that the boundary line ran '• eaatward by south round about 2EdeUerd'1 dwelliDg 
OD the 8t0fly Road" (p. 133). 
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though amongst thoee still remaining, one, of much larger 
dimensions than the rest, and the weight of which eeema hitherto 
to have protected it, ia still to be seen about half-way up the hill 
on the left band aide. This block ia pierced at nearly C)ppoMte 
points on either aide by a hole, rather wide at its orifice, aod 
tapering down to a point, about 8 or 10 incbea in depth; but 
whether these rude perforations are to be referred to natural or 
to artificial agency it is, as occaaionally in the more marked 
i~tances of rock-baaons, not easy to decide. They wear rather 
the appeamnoe of having resulted from the effects of drip, 
though in the present situation of the block there appean to be 
no source from which it could have been specially expoeed to 
any auoh agency, at these two particular pointe.U Without, 
therefore, hazarding any hypothesis on the subject, I have thought 
it well to oft'er these remarks in paaeing in reference to these 
boulders, in the hope that what has now been said may hue 
the effect of attracting to them the ~tt.ention they merit, both in 
an antiquarian and in a geological point of view, and may at the 
same time help to protect those that remain from further 
spoliation, and thus a88ist in preserving a feature which may, 
perhaps, deserve to be regarded as a curious and interesting 
appendage to those truly noble British earthwork& to which thie 

(13). I have lately made a more accurate meaeurement of this block. with it. 
perforatio111, wlrloh I find to be u follOWI : LeDgtll of block, 6 ft. 6 iD. ; dep&b. 
3 ft. 3 in.; width, 6ft. 6 iD. Of the perforations, the one facing the road i8 about 
4in. deep, and from 3 iD. to • in. wide, and it holds about half a pint of water, it. 
capacity having apparently become diminiahed from IIODle of it. outer edge haviiJI 
been broken away. The inner one, towards the hedge, bei~J~leaa expoeed, il more 
perfect. It. width i8 6 iD., l&IJith 8 in., and depth I 0 in., and it will contain 
more than a quart of water. Auuming thi8 block to have been in or near it. 
preaent lituation in the time of the Britons, the luggeaQoll hu been IIUide that it 
might have been employed by them for u.crificial purpo181, and that the cavitie1 
might have been uled to catch some of the blood of the victim. Avr.iling my· 
l8lf of the like a~~~umption, a more pleasing theory of their ul8 -~~~~~ to nggeR 
itlelf in the notion that, u in the cue of the larger •• rock buon.s," they may 
have BerVed u ~taclea of water for the ritel of water lustration, &c. 
" .From mch buon.s," II&JI Polwhele, 11 the officiating Druid might unctify the 
COIJir&g&tion with & more ar.cred lultration than umr.l. In this water he might 
mix hi8 miltletoe, ud infule hi8 oak leave~, for a medicinal or incr.ntorir.l potion." 
p. 69, Bi.corical VilnH. 
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road directly leads. Not far distant from the camp of N eroche 
there appears to have been a Roman smithy, or what has been 
described by the Rev. F. Warre as a Roman cavalry station, at 
which was discovered an immense heap of cinders and scorim, 
such as might be expected near a very large forge, and among 
them was a considerable number of horse shoes, evidently of 
very ancient date. It is not surprising that a place of such 
importance as N eroche, when occupied by a Roman camp, should 
have been provided with ample means of approach, and we 
accordingly find that several roads have been described as leading 
to and from it. .Mr. Warre describes a branch of the great 
Roman Foss way, which led ofF from Neroche, through Broad­
way, Atherton, Hurcott, and Water-gore to Hamden-hill, most, 
if not all, of which places bear evidence also in themselves to the 
presence of the Romans. Mr. Pulman states that there is little 
doubt that a Roman viciual toad, constructed upon an earlier 
British trackway, passed from Neroche and beyond it through 
Chard; and in the immediate vicinity are the remains of the 
Roman villa at Wadeford, in the pariah of Combe St. Nicholas, 
which have already been fully described in our Proceeding•, and 
which on the "ccaaion of the meeting of the Society at this spot in 
August, 1866, gave rise to the observations of Mr. Jones, to the 
efFect that the presence of these viiJas in such situations aft'oraed 
e"Yidenc; that the Romans held a quiet and peaceful poeaession 
of these districts, and bad no fear of being disturbed. Mr. 
Davidson describes a road passing from Seaton to Taunton, 
or if it may be permitted to use the Roman names, from 
Moridunum to Thonodunum, of which road the celebrated • 
Morwood's causeway (since destroyed) formed a part. This 
road, it appears, branched oft' to Seaton on the one hand, and to 
Hembury Fort on the other, its principal line being undoubtedly 
to the latter place. According to the same author, another 
road was without a doubt a vicinal way of the Romans, although 
orip;inally of British formation. "It leaves Castle N eroche on 
the Black down, and passes over Buckland bill to Wbitestanton, 

N~<W s,,.;,, Y11l. 11'., 1878, Pa,.t 11. p 
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and Baalay down, where it divides-one branch leading to 
Membury Fert and Axminster, while the other, pusing over 
Smalridge hill, joins the Foss at Streteford." lnd~, it would 
be impossible, within the limits of this paper, to trace the 
Roman roads, the evidences of which, as has been observed, are 
scattered broadcast over this part of the country. Mr. Pulman 
states that Chard was cert~inly occupied by the Romans, and 
Mr. Davidson insists that the town of Axmi~ster was one of 
their minor stations. Be has shown that the two great Roman 
roads, the Foss way and the Ikeneld, bend out of their course 
in order to reach Axminster, and observes in summing up, " The 
numerous Roman roads which are thus formed to intersect this 
part of the country in almost every direction, are proofs, if any 
others were wanting, of the long and peaceful possession of the 
district by that people., 

To the whole of the country, then, which has now been thus 
rapidly glanced at, it is manifest that Silver-.treet would form the 
direct channel of_ communication for Taunton and the surrounding 
neighbourhood to the north. 

And now, in bringing these observations to a close, whilst it has 
been my endeavour that they should rest on as ftrm a basis of 
probability as is attainable in enquiries of such a remote character, 
I would still desire it to be understood that I propose them only 
as conjectural or suggestive, and trust they will thus rve the 
means of inducing other members of the Society, more com­
petent than myself, to enter on the further investigation of the 
topics to which they relate. 

In the meantime, if I have succeeded in imparting some ad­
ditional interest to a locality so near to us as Holway-in making 
more conspicuous the evidences of Roman remains existing in 
our very midst,-and in rendering it probable that, as has been 
now suggested, the Devonshire Axe, the Alaenus fluvius, waa 
held in Roman times to take its rise at the foot of N eroche, 
thereby conferring on this ancient forest the claim to be considered 
as the Alaena Silva, and thus showing, as it were, the actual 
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continuity of the three objects represented by the consecutive 
Roman terms, Alaena Silva, Alaenus fluvius, and Alaeni Ostia, 
I trust that this attempt to elucidate the name of Silver-street14 

in Taunton, may not be regarded as having been altogether made 
in vain. 

The subjoined list exhibits some instances of the name of 
, .. 8ilver-.treet'' occurring not only in towns, but also in country 
districts, remote from any town: In every case there are 
sufficient traces of the presence of the Romans near to justify the 
observation that the name of " Silver-•treet il a/way• •ugguti'De of 
the footprinu of the Roman.." 

Axminster, Bridgwater, Bristol, Buckland St. Mary, Cam­
bridge (Camboritum), Chard, Cheddar, Colyton, Congresbury, 
Curry Mallet, Honiton, Ilminster, Lincoln (Lindum), Lyme, 
Salisbury (which, though not Roman, is close to Sorbiodu,um), 
Taunton, Tiverton, Warminster (where a street bearing 
the name of Port-way runs into it at one end, whilst at the 
other it leads to a street bearing the same name of Port-way 
in Frome), Wells, Wiveliscombe, and Yeovil. To these no doubt 
many others might easily be added. In three of these, viz., 

(14). Since thia lecture was delivered, I have learned that on the other Bide of 
Neroche, about a mile and a half from the camp, this name of "Silver-1treet" 
OCCUI'II, and I find that it il applied to a BCattered range of hoUiel e:a.tending 
along the roadside, about midway between Broadway and Neroche. From itl 
oharacter and situation it appear~ that Silver-street in this iuatance actually lie~ 
on the line of what we have seen Mr. W arre describe aa "a branch of the great 
Roman Foae way leading from Ilambdon hill, through Watergore, Hurcott, 
Atherton, and Broadway, to Neroche ;" thu, on the other aide, carrying the 
D&Dle close up, and as it were almost affixing it to the very object, which as the 
Alaena Silva of the Romans, I hold to have given occalion to the name of Silver­
atreet, as it occurs in Taunton. I may further mention that close to " Bigli­
ICrm" at Curry Mallet. which has been shown to have a Roman significance, 
we find also the name of " Silver-ltrut," pointing in a marked manner directly 
towardl Neroche, which lies moat conspicuously in a straight line with it. The 
occurrence of the name in thi1 latter instance, and yet more especially in that 
close to Neroche, lends ltrong confirmation to the view that the name of SiliiW­
ICrm il derived from a oorruption of Silva, a wood. 
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those occurring in the rural districts of Curry Mallet, Buckland 
St. Mary, and West Buckland, " SilfJeT-Itreel" is quite remote 
from any town, and the term "•treet" is not otherwise present. 
Similar instances are also presented to us by a "Silver-street" 
remote from any town in the Hoo district in Kent, north of 
Rochester, by one near Culmstock, and by another near the 
Tiverton Junction Railway Station, in Devonshire. In the 
last instance it is found close to a "Cold Harbour," itself held 
to indicate the presence of the Romans. The occurrence of the 
name in towns may, perhaps, in some eases (possibly in Salisbury), 
be held to be of like kind as in these to which I have referred ; 
for though originally in the country, they may have become 
included within some town of more modern date. 

In an able work with which I have only lately had an oppor­
tunity of becoming acquainted, an instance is given of a "Silver 
Strut," north of Stow Market, in Suffolk, in connection with 
which we find the following suggestive question :-" Does not 
this come from the Latin Sylva, just as we say Wood Street at 
the present day ?'' (Hartshorue's &lopia .Antiqua, Parker, 
1841, p. 280.) 


