
THE SHER1FFS OF SOMERSET 

NOTES O N SOURCES 

The system used has been to provide one o r two references to each 
sheriff in order to provide some background of place and fami ly. 
Jt is appreciated that not a ll the books quoted are of equal reliability 
and that errors may be found in the medieval, and even later, 
pedigrees in Collinson's History of Somerset and Hutchins' Dorset, 
but the existence of such pedigrees does show that the sheriffs 
belonged to landowning fam ilies of some standing. Since the office 
of sheriff involved tbc holder in considerable expense, it was usua l 
for him to be the head of the family; there are exceptions to this -
an unidentified John de Montacute in 1305, Walter Rodney in J 5 11 , 
probably the John Pawlett of 1543, and at a much later date, John 
Freke Brickdale (1740), whose father seems to have been unwilling 
or unable to accept office, and Edward Esdaile (1824); but it can 
generally be assumed to be the case. The Close and Pa tent Roll 
Calendars would provide numerous references to the active co untry 
gentry of the fo urteenth and fifteenth cent uries, but to have collected 
all these would have over-weighted the present list with footnotes . 

Where family histories are available as in the case of the Gorges, 
Luttrells, Stawells, Sydenhams and Wyndhams, these have been 
used. The Complete Baronetage has been used for those sheriffs 
whose baroneticies date from before J 800. T he Complete Peerage 
ca n be used only in the case of those few who were created peers 
after they had served the office of sheriff. Burke's Peerage, Baronetcy 
and K11ightage, and Landed Gentry have therefore been extensively 
used, although it is known that some early pedigrees a re open to 
criticism and that errors do occasionally occur in the later ones. 
The Peerage used, unless otherwise stated is the 1952 edition, which 
was the most recent edition when these notes were begun. 

The eighteenth century presents its own problems. 1t appears to 
have been the period when the shrievalty had become politically 
unimportant and socia lly unsought after. But a study of the sheriffs 
in Somerset suggests certain limitations on this generalization. Some 
long established Somerset families, who had survived the Civil War­
tbe Horners, Luttrells, Sanfords and the Trevelyans of Nettlecombe, 
continue to appear as sheriffs, while on the other hand wealthy new­
comers seem to have regarded the shrievalty as setting a seal on their 
new position in the county. Where the descendants of the eighteenth 
century sheriffs have remained in tbc county, they can be traced 
through the Landed Gentry; others are mentioned in Collinson; not 
many seem to rate an obituary notice in the Gentleman's Magazine. 
Probably research in MS. sources would tel l one more of these 
"obscure" individuals, including Orlando Johnson (1735) to whom 
there is no reference in any of the o bvious printed sources. In spite 
of Maitland's suggestion that the country gentleman was often 
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"burdened with the shrievalty much against his will" there does 
appear to have been a rise in the social standing of the High Sheriffs 
from the middle years of the nineteenth century and nearly all are to 
be found in the Landed Gentry. Supplementary information can be 
found in the obituary notices in the Proceedings of the Somerset 
Arch. and Nat. Hist. Society (that of Thomas Knyfton (d . 1877) is a 
remarkable example of the Victorian style of such tributes) and at 
a later date in Gaskell's Somerset Worthies (c. 1910), Who's Who in 
Somerset (1932), the Who's Who and Who was Who Series and Kelly's 
Directories. Obituary notices in the Times are another source which 
could have been used, had time allowed. In the twentieth century 
the idea seems to have grown up that the shrievalty is a reward for 
distinguished service in or indeed outside the county, Si r Matthew 
Nathan ( 1934) being perhaps the most notable example of such a 
newcomer to Somerset in the inter-war period. There was a unique 
occasion, at least as far as Somerset is concerned, in 1962, when a 
former under-sheriff, Col. Gilbert S. Poole, became High Sheriff, 
and it is a lso pleasant to have been able to continue this list to 
include the name of Col. Wa lter Luttrell (1960), whose family has 
provided eleven High Sheriffs fo r the co unty since 1401 . 

I wou ld like to acknowledge the assistance given me by Col. 
Gi lbert S. Poole and by the relatives of recent High Sheriffs in 
supplying dates and other information not to be found in current 
reference books. 

CORRIGE NDA 

p. 3, line 5, for p. 213 read p. 313. 
p. 14, line 2, for 1336 read 1339. 
p. 20, 1426, for 1445 read 1446. 
p. 21 , 1434, for Carant read Carrent. 
p. 23, Edward lV, for 1460-83 read 1461-83. The appointments 

of sheriffs in November 1460 were probably made by the Duke of 
York in Henry Vl's name. 

p . 24, 1474, for the dates, 1586, 1587, 1597, read 1486, 1487, 1497. 
p. 34, 1594, for Street, 10, read Street , 107. 
p. 35, 1602. For Mayo read Maye. This name appears as Mayo 

in the P.R.O. list, but Collinson is almost certainly correct in referring 
to him as Maye. John Maye of Charterhouse entered his ped igree in 
the 1623 Visitation of Somerset and no Mayo family appears in this 
or the earlier Visitation or in Collinson. 

p . 37, 1632, for Humphrey Walrond read Henry Walrond. 
p. 56, 1814. G. E. Allen's dates were 1766-1850 Burke's L.G. 1952. 
p. 59, 1851, for Kynfton, read Knyfton. 
p. 6 I , 1875, for Georges read Gorges. 
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Brickdale, John, 49, 50; John F., 50. 
Brideport, Thomas de, 15. 
Broad mead, Harold H., 66; Thomas 

P., 62; William B., 65. 
Broke, Thomas, 17. 
Brown, Joseph, 47. 
Browning, William, 23. 
Bruges, Peter de, 10. 
Brydges, Harry, 47; Thomas, 39. 
Buckland, John, 39. 
Bull, Henry, 44. 
Buller, John, 33. 
Bullock, George, 61. 
Burges, Walter, 9. 
Burgh, Hubert de, 6. 
Burgherssh, John, 16. 
Burghunte, Richard, ll. 
Burnell, Charles E., 67; Henry, 26. 
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20, 21, 22, 28. 
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Daubeny, Giles, 20, 24, 25; James, 

25. 
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Day, Samuel, 55. 
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28. 
De la Mare, John, 16. 
D ickinson, Francis H., 60. 
Dodington, Sir Francis, 37; Roger 

Marriott, 65; Samuel, 52 ; 
T homas Marriot t, 62; William 
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Duckworth, Arthur C., 65. 
Durburgh, Hugh, 15; J ohn, 14. 
D yer, Sir Thomas, 31 . 
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Edward, 2, 3, 4. 
Edward I., 11. 
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T. SIR GILES DAUBENY (d . 1445), sheriff 1426. 
From the brass in South Petherton Church, by perm i:1·sion of Country Life L td. 
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11. 1c HOL AS W ADHAM (d . 1609), high sheriff 1585. 
From a print of the portrait a t JVadham Collt'ge, Oxford. 



Photo: the late A. K. Wicklwm 

]11 . SIR JOH N WYN DHAM ( 1560-1645), high sheriff 1604. 
From the monument (probably by Nicholas S tone) in S t. Decumrm's Churdt. 



IV. SIR R oBtRT PHELIPS (d. 1638), high sheriff 1625. 
From the portrait (aniu unknown) in the National Portrait Gallery, 

by permfa,ion of the Dirt'CIOI". 



Pho10· R. C. Sumome 

V , V INCENT STUCK EY (177 1-1 845), h igh s heriff 1822. 
From a lilhograph ill 1hr Society "s po\~euion. 



Photo: R. C. San.some 

VI. FRANCIS H ENRY DIC K! SON (18 12-1890), high sheriff 1853. 
From a draM·ing in the Soci~ty 's posusslon. 



VI I. SIR CHAR LES E. H . CiJADWYCK-H EALEY (1845-l 919), 
high sheriIT 1911. 



VIII. ARTH U R w. VIVIAN-NEAL ( 1893-1962), as high sheriff 1943. 
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Greenhill, Benjamin, 55. 
Neville-Grenville, Ralph, 60; 

Robert, 63. 
Gunston, Sir Thomas, 52. 
Guy, Andrew, 54. 
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Kenne, Christopher, 33. 
Kettlewell, William W., 63. 
Meade-King, Richard , 59; Richard 

K., 61; Sir William 0. E., 66. 
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Lacy, William, 41, 45. 
Langford , Richard de, 9. 
Langlond, Hugh de, 13; John de, l 5; 

Nicholas de, 12. 
Langman, Sir Archibald L., 67. 
Langton, Thomas, 46; Joseph, 46, 49. 
Lansdowne, Richard, 43. 
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Marisco, Richard de, 7. 
Marleberge, Thomas de, 13. 
Martin, Robert, 14; William, 26, 27. 
Mason, Sir William P., 66. 
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Mitford-Slade, Cecil T., 69. 
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7. 
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Patton, John de, 14. 
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Pealton, Roger, 7. 
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Perring, John, 56. 
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William R., 63. 
Phippen, Robert, 58. 
Pigott, John, 44, 49; John H. S., 58. 
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Pipard, Richard, 7. 
Pitt, Samuel, 46. 
Pleydell-Bouverie, Henry H., 64; 

Philip, 59, 61. 
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Plokenet (Plucknet), Alan de, 11 ; 
Charles, 50. 

Pomeroy, Thomas, 18. 
Batten-Pool, Robert P. H., 63; 

William S. , 68. 
Poole, Gilbert S., 69. 
Popham, Edward, 36; Francis, 58. 
Portman, Edward W. B., 63; Henry, 

32; Henry W., 51; Sir Hugh, 34; 
Si r John, 35; Sir Wi ll iam, 38. 

Poulet, Powlett, see Paule!. 
Powell, Henry, 52. 
Preston, John, 39. 
Proctor, John, 49. 
Provis, William, 49, 53. 
Provost (Provis), John, 50. 
Prowse, .Tames, 44; John, 42. 
Pucherel , Robert, 5. 
Pudsey, Sir Richard , 26. 
Pym, Alexander, 40. 
Pynsent, Sir William, 50. 

Quantock, John, 57; John M., 59. 

Rabayn, Elias de, 9. 
Radcliffe, Hubert S., 68. 
Raddona, Richard de, 5. 
Ralegh, John, 14. 
Redmayne, Edward, 25. 
Ridley, Matthew M., 65. 
Rivallis, Peter, 8. 
Robinson, Walter, 48. 
Rod bard, Henry, 53; Samuel, 46, 55; 

William, 53. 
Rodney, George, 34; John, 17, 35; 

Maurice, 33; Walter, 13, 14, 18, 
21, 28. 

Rogers, Edward, 35; George, 32; 
Henry, 42; John, 28, 55; Sir John, 
31. 

Rolle, Sir Francis, 42. 
Russell, John, 8; Sir John, 29; Luke, 

8; Ralph, 8, 10. 

St. Albin, Langley, 59. 
St. Barbe, Edward, 34; John, 23. 
St. Loe, John, 11, 14, 20, 21; Sir 

John, 31; Nicholas, 22. 

St. Maur, Nicholas, 14. 
St. Valery, John, 11. 
St. Vigor, Thomas, 11. 
Salisbury, Earls of, Edward, 4; 

William, 6, 7. 
Sanford, Edward A., 59; Edward C., 

64; Martin, 38; W ill iam, 50. 
Say, William, 25. 
Scobcll , George T. , 60. 
Scudamore (Schidemor), Godfrey, 9; 

Peter, 6; Walter, 12. 
Seymour, Sir Edward, 29; J ohn, 2 1; 

Sir John, 28, 29. 
Sherston, Peter, 54. 
Shuldham, Walter F. Quantock, 68. 
Siderfyn, Robert, 45. 
Sinclair, Sir Robert J ., 68. 
Skrine, Henry D., 61. 
Slessor, Sir John, 69. 
Smith, John, (2) 50; Robert, 47. 
Smyth (Smith), Sir Hugh, 35, 4.1, 55; 

Sir John, 45, 49; Sir John H., 53; 
Sir John H . G., 60. 

Somerville, Alexander F., 64; James 
c., 60. 

Sorewell, William, 8. 
Spekc, George, 29, 34; Sir George 32, 

41; Sir John, 28; Sir Thomas, 30; 
Walter H., 66; William, 57, 63. 

Spencer, Frederick, 64; Huntley G., 
66; Matthew, 51. 

Stafford, Humphrey, 17, JS, 19, 23; 
Richard, 20; William, 21. 

Stanley, Edward J., 62. 
Staunton, William de, 10. 
Stawell (Stowell), George, 41 ; Sir 

John, 33, 34, 37; Ralph, 42; 
Robert, 24. 

Stephens, James, 54; Philip, 52. 
Stephenson, John, 54. 
Still, Nathaniel, 35. 
Stok, Osbert, 7. 
Stokes, Henry, 6. 
Stourton, John, 20; Sir Reginald, 24. 
Strachey, Sir Edward, 60; Sir Henry, 

58. 
Stradlyng, Edward, 14, 20. 
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Strangways, Sir Giles, 28, 29, 30. 
Streche, John, 16. 
Strode, Edward, 44; Henry, 48; 

William, 42, 47. 
Chetham-Strode, Edward C., 62. 
Stuckey, Vincent, 57, 62. 
Sydenham, George, 33; Jo hn, 23, 27, 

30, 31, 32, 33. 
Symes, John, 37. 

Taylor, Paris, 52. 
Thame (Tame), Thomas, 21, 22. 
Thursfield, Philip, 67. 
Thynne, Sir John, 30; Sir Thomas, 

37. 
Tooker, James, 52. 
Tovid (Tofig), 3. 
Tregonwell, John, 31. 
Trenchard, Sir Thomas, 27, 29. 
Trevelyan (Trevilian), Sir George, 41; 

John, 27, 36; Si r John, 46, 53. 
Trevilian (Trevillian), Edwin B. Cely, 

64; John, 47; Maurice F. Cely, 
66; Richard E. F. Cely, 69. 

Tudway, Robert C., 59. 
TurberviUe, John, 25; Richard, 14. 
Tynte, Charles Kemys, 56; Sir 

Halsweil, 42. 
Tyrel, Hugh, 14. 

Uvedale, Henry, 27, 32. 

Valletort, Joel de, 9. 
Vaughan, William, 56. 
Vaughan-Lee, Arthur V. H., 65. 
Vivian-Neal, Arthur W., 67. 

Vivonia, Hugh de, 9. 

Wadham, Edward, 27; John, 31; Sir 
Nicholas, 26, 29, 33; Will iam, 28. 

Wake, Andrew, 11. 
Waldron (Walrond), Henry, 34; 

William, 37. 
Wall, Thomas, 44. 
Walters, Henry, 47, 52. 
Warin, 2, 4. 
Warre (Warr), John, 19, 20; Sir John, 

41 ; John T., 55; Richard, 22; 
Robert. 23; Thomas, 44, 46. 

Webb, Nathaniel, 53. 
Welman, Isaac, 47; Thomas, 49. 
Weston, Richard, 27. 
Wheate, Clifton, 56. 
Whitchurch, William, 45. 
Whitefield, William, 13. 
Whitton, Allan, 6. 
Williams, Sir John, 27. 
Willoughby, John, 22. 
Wills, Henry H., 64; Sir William H ., 

64; W. D ouglas M., 68. 
Worseley, Christopher, 23, 24. 
Wrothe, Sir Thomas, 38, 47; 

William, 18. 
Wroxhall, John, 13. 
Wykeham, Theoba ld, 17. 
Wyndham (Windham), Edmund, 39; 

Sir John, 32, 35; Thomas, 36; 
Sir William, 43. 

Wynterboume, William, 15. 

Yatman, Arthur H ., 67. 
Yea, David, 48; Sir William, 52. 


