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BY THE REV. J. R. GREEN, H.A. 

DUNST AN and Alfred are the two great names of 
our.history before the Conquest, and both names 

are closely linked with the traditions of Somerset. The 
peasant of Taunton Dean commemorates in his " uhen
fagot ball" the delight with which Alfred's men, coming 
up cold and hungry through the night to the gathering 
before Etbandun, clustered round the camp fires of ashen 
logs ;• and the turf-digger of the marshes of the Axe tells 
the tale of Dunstan's inte"iew with the Devil. When we 
pass, however, from tradition to history, there is a marked 
difference between our knowledge of the one great English
man and of the other. It is impoeeible to define the exact 
relation of Alfred to the political system with which hie 
name is aeeociated, or to rely on the poetic legends of the 
wanderer in the hut of the cow-herd, or the harper in the 
camp of the Danes. But whether as man or as statesman, 
Dunstan is perfectly real to us. The ecclesiastical policy 
which covered England with conntleee religioua honeea, 
all looking back to his cmnobium at Glastonbury as their 

• TraDe. Som. Aroh. 8:10., 1M9, p. 87. 
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fount, was only swept away at the Reformation. The 
secular policy by which the great minister strove, however 
prematurely, to combine national unity with the utmoet ., 
provincial liberty, hu left its traces in the real oneness 
and as real hatred of centralization of the England of 
to-day. Dunstan is remarkable as the first of that great 
line of. ecclesiastical statesmen who counted among them 
Lanfranc and W olsey, and ended in Laud. Bnt he is 
still more remarkable in himself, in his own vivid person
ality after eight centuries of revolution and change. In 
the dim hazy light of our early national history Dunstan 
stands out perfectly human and real. 

The restriction of this paper to his life at Glastonbury 
prevents me from entering here on many questions of 
great interest, which have, I think, been as yet insuffi
ciently appreciated in their bearing on his general history. 
Prominent among these is the contrast between the tone 
of the English chroniclers, with whom Eadgar is all and . 
Dunstan nothing, and that of the monastic biographers, 
with whom Dunstan is all and Eadgar a reckless 
voluptuary. Or, again ; something might be gained 
from a critical comparison of the various chronicles 
commonly blended under the name Qf the English (or 
Anglo-Saxon) Chronicle. The only one of them that 
gives any full notices of him is that which originated in 
Canterbury itself.• One question indeed, on which the 

• B (Cot\. Tib., A. n.) onlJ once mentions him: ff17 Trane. nr Bp. Sideman. 
0 (Cot\. Tib., B. i.) • twice: 1. Same en&17 in IUDt words. 

s. Death in 988. 
D (Cott. Tob., B.iv.) ., tbrioe: 1. 'Driven be7ond -,• 967. 

S. Connoil at Calne, 978. 
a. Deatb, 988. 

E (Bodl., 636.) ., tbrioe: 1. CoD18Cratel Ethelwold, 968. 
11. Calne, 978. 
3 Deatb, 988. 
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whole character of his life depends, I shall be compelled 
to notice here, I mean the strange fortune by which a falae 
biography of the man has been almost universally sub
stituted for the true. But I shall only ·rectify this error 
here in so far as it affects our Somerset Dunstan, not 
Dunstan the statesman, the primate, the reformer, but 
Dunstan the boy, the monk, the abbot of our Somerset 
Glastonbury. 

Dismissing the later hagiographies, the life, by William 
of Malmesbury (as yet unpublished, but of whose character 
we eau judge from his copious notices in the Gesta Regum 
etc ), the metrical compilation of Adalard, and the frag
ment by Osbert or Eadmer, all mere copies of their 
predecessors, but enlarged by the admission of tho 
worthless traditions of Glastonbury, there are but two 
biographies of historic importance. The first is that of a 
priest, who hBS left us but his initial "B," but whom 
(adopting Mabillon's conjecture), we may call Bridferth of 
Ramsey. It is dedicated to Dunstan's scholar, Archbishop 
.lElfric, and is the work of a contemporary and acquaintance 
of the subject of its biography. It professes to be drawn 
partly from personal observation, partly from information 
mpplied by Dunstaa himself, partly from the reminiscences 

F (CoU. Dom. A. viii.) ., eisht: 1. Birth, 9215. 
1!. Gm of OlaatonburJ, 943. 
8. Banished, 955. 
4. Return, 969. 
11. Archbp., 961. 
6. Calne, 978. 
7. Trans. Kins Eadward, 980. 

(D and B mention this, but omi' mention or Dunatan.) 
8. Death, 988. . 

l have oompiled this rrom Thorpe's Edition. A's (C .. C. 0. li'S) entries 
uo but imerUoos from F. F ie supposed to ho.ve been oompiled at 

antcrbur7. 
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of his scholars.• Its style, verb08e, inflated, laden with 
texts of Scripture, is the style of its day, but its inner 
truthfulness and simplicity is its own. No Dunstan is more 
unlike the conventional Dunstan than the Dunatan of 
Bridferth's biography. Very silent about miracles, unac
quainted with the anchorite's cell or the visits of S11tan, the 
writer pictures simply enough a quiet Englishman, versatile, 
accomplished, kindly-hearted, wlliting for the call which he 
knew must come, and the work which he knew he had to 
do, as quietly as Cromwell waited for his work by the 
banks of the Ouse. 

The conventional Donstan did not appear for nearly a 
century after Bridferth. On the destruction of the records 
and MSS of Canterbury by the great fire which destroyed 
the Cathedral in 1070, Osbem, Precentor and Sub-prior, a 
man of great literary note in his day,f was commissioned 
by the convent to supply, in Dunstan's case, the 108s. He 
had before him, he tells us, two classes of biographies, the 
one (probably the metrical compilation from B by Adalard) 
written "with plenty of elegance but with little diligence,'' 
the other (no doubt that of Bridferthhimself) "with plenty 
of diligence but with little elegance." Osbem determined 
to combine the merits of both, but his diligence and his 
elegance were alike fatal to Dunstan. The first shewed 
itself in the large additions now made to his biography. 
Partly, these were due to a third class of lives which, he 
asserts, had perished in the fire, but fragments of which 

• "Qure vel videndo vel audiendo ab ipso didioerat vel etiam ex ejus 
alumnil quoe a teoalll juventutil mtat.e ad vii'OI usque per(ectos doctrioarum 
pabulil deoenter inetruotos ipeemet educandos dedusit" (B In prmtat.) And 
in relating hil death "Arbitror requum eeee _ut ea qure vel egomet vidi 
vel audivi pro poue caritatis enodem." 

t "Osbernus, qui Pjus vitam Romanl elegantil ccmposuit, nulli nostro 
tempore atJlo aooundua." W. Maim. geat. Reg.lib ii., sec. 149 HardJ. 
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remained " in an English version." But, whatsoever be 
the truth of this, the bulk of his additions can be clearly 
traced to another source. In the inte"al between Bridferth 
and Osbem the monks of Glaatonbury had spared neither 
pains nor invention in providing legends and relics of the 
greatest of their Abbots. Osbern • had visited the sacred 
spot, had seen the saint's work-cell, had handled (he boasts} 
the very products of his craft, had bedewed them with his 
tears, nnd adored them on bended knees. Around them 
clustered a jungle of myths as baseless as the contemporary 
myths of the same great Abbey about J oseph of Arimathea. 
It was easy, however, for the "elegance'' of Oabern to throw 
them into shape, and the biography which resulted soon 
drove the simpler tale of Bridferth from the field. Nor 
even now is it possible, even while irritated by the care
lessness of his copying, his indifference to chronology, his 
unscrupulous emendations and transpoaitions of the 
authority which be fo~owa, to refrain from admiring the 
rare dramatic faculty with which Osbern has succeeded in 
blending these discordant accounts together, and creating 
out of them the weird demoniac Dunstan who is so familiar 
to all of us. 

But though familiar he is not very intelligible. This 
poetic creation of a Canterbury monk of the eleventh 
century has sadly puzzled the historian and biographer of 
the nineteenth. The latest biography is that by Dean 
Hook, and is an honest attempt to do justice to the great 
minister. But it is almost amusing to see the Dean's 

• Oabern. sec. 18. "Milerum me ac peooatorem fateor iospesi~~e, anotum 
118111ionia ip~iualooum vidiaee, qualdam etiam maouum illiua opera peooatribWI 
maoibus oootreotuee, ooulia appoeuille, ripa~e laorrmis, et llem pnibus 
adora~~e. " Immediatel7 before thia comes the etorr or the •· Destioa 
or work-cell," immediately after il the interview with the Devil. 
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efforts to bring his vigorous common sense to benr on this 
imaginary Dunsto.n. In suceeasive pages he appears R8 an 
" able statesman," as a " bold reformer," as " frenzied,'' as 
"partially insane,'' a "delirious dreamer," a "monomaniac," 
a "ventriloquist." But with this wealth of resources for 
explanation the Dean leaves him a puzzle after all. For, 
as the world is at present constituted, it is not by ventri
loquism or monomania that men nre enabled to do what 
Dunstan undoubtedly did, to revive religion and learning 
over the length and breadth of the land, and to hold 
together for half a century a monarchy which, in its 
artificial structure and balanced policy, contained within it 
the seeds of its own decay. 

To render him intelligible we hn.ve but to recur to 
Bridferth's biography, and to view the Dunstan he 
depicts for us in connection with his country and his 
time. We claim him as a Somerset man, but we must not 
confound the Somerset of the tenth century with the 
Somerset of to-day. In the foreet near Malmesbucy and 
the masses of wood beneath the edge of the chalk downs of 
Wilts still linger the scanty remains of the great forest 
which, bent like a bow from Severn to Selwood, must have 
greatly narrowed Somerset to the north-east and the north; 
westward, its boundary was the Parrett ; the Bryt-welch 
wandered either free, or u nominal tributaries from 
Quantock to Exeter; and Glastonbury in Dunatan's day 
was still " in W est-Saxonum Finibn& ,,. The little vill 
marked a stage in the long history of the W est-Saxon 
Conquest, a history very difficult to follow in the meagre 
notices of the national chronicle. The Conquest was pro
tracted through a century and a half by the external and 

• DridCert.b. cap. 1., 1100. 11. 

o,9 tzed byGoogle 
.t4. 
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internal hindrances of the conquerors, by endless wars with 
Susse:a:, by a life and death struggle with Mercia. An 
inte"al of eight years of inaction separates the victory at 
Deorham, which made Ceo.wlin master of Bath, from the 
victory at Bradford, when under Kenwalch the invaders 
overspread the country north of Mendip. A second cam
paign, three years later, ending in the victory at " Peonna'' 
on the skirts of the great forest that covered Somerset to 
the eaat, settled the conqueron round the sources of the 
Parrett. Then followed a lull of a quarter of a century, 
ere Kentwine swept down the vale of Avalon to "drive the 
Britons to the sea," and Ini pushing his wo.y southward 
round the manhes of the Parrett to the aid of his kinsman 
Non against the Welch prince Geraint, guarded the frontier 
of the new conquests by his wooden fort on the banb of the 
Tone,• and established beneath the heights of the Tor his 
"emnobium" of Glastonbury. This protracted Conquest 
was the root of the after s~premaey of W esse:.:. Long 
after e:a:temal aggrandisement had ceased elsewhere, 
while the other English kingdoms were wasting their 
stength in inter-necine wars, W esse:.: had new march 
lands to share among his victorious soldiers. Each suc
cessive wave of invasion has left its mark in the local names 
of the district over which it paaaed, and the varying 
proportion of these to the Celtic or other non-English 
names around them throws a little light on the character 
of the Conquest. We may take as a rough inde:a: the 
well-known English termination "ton." North of Mendip 
this bean to all other names the proportion of about one 
third ; between Mendip :md the Parrett of a fourth. 
Acrosa the Parrett, but east of the road from W atchet to 

• Our T11unton. 
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Wellington it decreases to a fifth, and west--ward of this it 
becomes rapidly rarer and bears only the proportion (in 
dift'erent diatricts) of an eight or tenth. The "tons" 
and " hams '' of the settler& were the seedplots of a new life 
before which the old Romanized Someraet waa passing 
away. The new settler& left the towns to themselves, and 
toiled among their British serfs at h111bandry 88 heartily as 
they had toiled at war. No picture better illustrates the 
life of the early English settler than that of the Icelander 
in the Saga ·of Burnt Njal, sowing the seed with one hand 
and holding his bare sword with the other. Irish pilgrims 
wandered from hamlet to hamlet, and the gypsy-like court 
of the king settled at vill after vill till tho beeves were all 
slaughtered, and the mead-pitchers empty. Meanwhile 
the great towns, the villas, the industrial works of the 
Roman aera fell, unheeded, into decay. Bath waa 
dwindling away, though still great enoup;h for the 
coronation of a king. The peasant told among the ruins 
of Dchester, the curious legend of the birds and the 
blazing brands which probably illustrates the mode of 
its capture. Bristol was not 88 yet, and not a town rose 
among the villages and hamlets between Bath and Exeter. 
The country houses of the great provincials, which had 
studded so thickly the face of the country lay burnt or 
in decay. The mines of Mendip and Brendon, whence 
their wealth had been drawn, were abandoned or for
gotten. The sea buret again through the neglected 
barriera, and the Tor rose like an island out of a waste 
of flood-drowned fen and marah that stretched-westward 
to the channel. 

From one of these English families who had cho en it ns 
their settlement the little hamlet at its hue took its nnme 

VOL. XI., 1861-2, PART IJ, 
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of Glutonbury, the borough of the Glreatingaa.• It was 
already a place of pilgrimage. The first inhabitant. of 
lni' s co.mobium foood, as they alleged, "an ancient church 
built by no art of man," and to this {probably some 
deserted Roman villa) they added an oratory of stone. It 
wna doubtleu the only chnrch in the district, and hence 
was crowded with worshippers from the neighbourhood. t 
The camobiwn lay on the border of the estate of Heoratao,t 
the huaband of Cynedridia. Both are aaeerted by Osbem 
to have been of royal blood; they were certainly well-con
nected. One brother, Athelm, the first of the Bishopa of 
Wells, became Plegmund's successor in the see of Canter
bury; another brother, Elfege, was Bishop of Winchester; 
Kinesige, the Bishop of Lichfield, ia mentioned incidentally 
aa a kinsman. Heorstan was o.t any rate o. Thane of some 
wealth, a man of piety as the times went, and fond of 
joining the pilgrims as they pasted by, taper in hand, to 
the adjacent shrine. On one of these occaaions his boy, 
Dunstan, accompanied him to eho.re hie nocturnal vigils, 
and the early biographer tella a charmingly natural talell 
how, while hie parents watched, the weary child fell into a 
pleasant sleep, and woke to tell hie dream of an old man, 
clad in white, who had led him through ever-lengthening 
aisle and cloieter of church and cell. Dreams of this kind 

• So Kemole. 8asons in Euglaod, Yol. i. Appcocli&. Du' "antiquo 
•ioinorum Yocabulo Glutonia nonoupata." B. aeo. 3. 

t In ea aiquidem ipeioalooa primi CatboliCOIIegis neoph7U antiquam Deo 
dict.ant.e repererunt ecoleaiam null' bominum arte oonstruotam • • • • buio 
etiam aliud addiderunt opere lapideum oratorium quod Chriato ejll'que 
Ap011tolo. 8. Pe,ro. dediouerunl Porro debine nnitenorum oirumquaque 
lldelium frequentia oolebat, et jam diotm inaulm pretioeum locum humiliter 
frequentabat. B. aeo. 3. 

% Erat quatdam regalia in oonllnio ejoadem nri lnaula. B. MO. a. 
11 B. HO. 11. O.beru'B e&pansion or \bia is a fair apeoimen or hie worlt

mauhip. Oabern. aeo. a. 

Digitized by Goog le 



DUNST.A.N AT GI,ASTONBURY. 131 

are the heritage of childhood, but it was easy for Dunstan 
living, like W &JTen Hastings, to realize in stone and 
mortar the fancies of his youth, to look on them as reve
lations from heaven. This is the only inci(lent of his 
childhood recorded by either biographer ; but we glean in 
the progress of his story a few details which give us a hint 
of his home. It must have been in his father's hall that 
the fair, diminutive boy• with his scant, but beautiful hairt 
caught hia charm over animals,t his love for the " vain 
songs of ancient heathendom, the trifling legends, and the 
funeral chaunta,"l which afterwards roused against him the 
charge of sorcery. Thence, too, from the practice, as we 
see it in the story of Cmdmon, of passing the harp round 
the hall from one reveller's hand to another, he may have 
derived his passionate love of music and his" custom"§ of 
carrying his harp in his hand on journey or visit. His 
parents fade from sight as they lead him to school, but 
they lived long in the heart of Dunstan. Years after, amid 
other celestial revelations, he told of a vision of Heoratan 
and Cynedridis among a company of angelic spirits., 

N eighboura were not the only pilgrims to the Church of 
Christ and St. Peter. It became the centre of the religion 
of the West, and even the great Athelstan himself came 
thither to pray and carouse. None held it in greater 
honour than the wandering scholars, the " peregrini" of 
lreland. From the 6th century to the 8th the Irish had 
been the great missionaries of Christianity; from the 9th 

• " QoaoLitate qoidem oorporia panulum." O.bem. 3. 
t .. Tenui sed formOtA -rie "''·" O.bem. 14. 

t Het 11.o17 poe&d. B. 8. 
11 Chars• or bil enemi•, poetel. B. 8. 

§ "SumiJiiL eecum u more oilharam euam quam lingo' paterna 
' bearpam' vooamue." B. 1:1. 

f Oabero, Sec. I. 
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to the 11th, precisely when all learning threatened to 
become extinguished, they were the miuionariea of know
ledge.• A tradition of its having been the reeting-plaoe 
of a Patrick the Younger made Glaatonbnry the resort of 
the "Hihernieneium peregrini," who let\ here, as along 
the Rhine or the Danube, their " boob,u to be here
after diligently studied by Dunetan.t To the cmnobium, 
whose library waa thue enriched, he waa now brought for 
education by hie parents. It ie pleasant to think how little 
change time can have made in the natural features of the 
scene on which he muet have gazed-the great moor, the 
islet-hills dotting it, the clifF-like mBBI of Mendip in the 
distance. It was a time of profound peace for the West 
during the youth of Dunstan; the war under Eadward and 
hie sister of Mercia rolled stubbornly northward, the 
solitary descent of the Danes upon W atchet waa repuleed, 
and it waa only in the dawn of the youth's manhood that 
the slender, golden-haired Atheletan swept by to drive 
the Brit-Welch from Exeter. But the traditions of the 
death-struggle with the Danee muet have been fresh in the 
minds of all; Heorstan may have been one of the men of' 
Somerset who gathered to Alfred at Selwood; Athelney, 
where the King lurked, lay but a few miles oft' acl'088 Polden ; 
and W edmore, where Guthrum'e chryemal-flllet was on
bound lay below in the marshes. Amid theae scenes and 
traditions the boy who was to carry on and complete the 

• Oanam, CiYiliatioo obea 1111 France, i. 101. 
t B. 5. " Porro Riberoielllium peregrioi looum quem disi Gluwoi• 

•icat et tXJUrCI /ldeli•m t•r&01 mqno oolebao' atl'eo,u, e' muime ob B. 
Patrioii juoioria hooorem qui Ca111tua ibidem io Domino qoletiale oarra,or. 
llorum etiam libi'OI, reclc:ll lldei. tramitem pbi1010phao*• dilogeoter 
ucoluit; aliorumqoe pruden\ium qu01 ab io,imo oordil upeotu Patrum 
Saocwrum -rtione tolida\ot eae peneoeit, eolubili eemper Mrut.amine 
iodapYit," The word• io italic• preclude O.bern'• lotion or an " lriah 
School." 
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work of Alfred passed the years of hia youth, outstripping 
his companions, and rovin~ over the literature, sacred and 
profane, of his house, till the overtuked brain broke down 
into fever and deliriwn.t Bursting from the control of 
hie nurse the boy rushed down the road toward the 
church, whirling from aide to aide the stick be had 
snatched up to keep off the hounds which his frenzy 
imagined in purenit of him. He ecaled the ladders which 
led to the roof, and threading hie way along ita timbers 
descended in safety among the slumbering " custodee/' 
The result of this wonderful escape was a resolve on the 
part of his parents to devote him to the life of a " Clericue,u 
or profesaionnl man of the day, and with this purpose he 
was now placed in the ccenobium of Glaatonbury.t Here 
his mpid progreee continued ; his knowledge, especially 
of the Irish books in the library, became famous in the 
neighbourhood, and reached (perhaps when wandering in 
the neighbourhood) the court of the King. He eeema 
himself to have made hie appeanmce there, but only to 
excite the ill-will of the courtiere, many of whom were 
kinsfolk of hie own. Chargee of magic, of addiction to 
the old heathen legends, and spells, were made against 
him ; hie enemies drove him from the king's train, and, 

• B. 8. • Veta' apis inpai-"-" Uow do&h LheliUle b017 bee" P 
t B. 6. Breab ouL into nne on &he subject. For &he dop, or 

"Fus&em ac aaroulenm npai' \ono rone reper&am 
Quocum perontieu ambabas penibDI aaru, 
A. oaaibus nlridis qiUiri se defeadere&," 

with Oabem'• " Neodam hineril medium oonleoerat, cam malign01 
spiritus la&rantiam oanum multitudine aLipatus oooanit, 'riamque eunti 
in&eroladere oon&andil" Dunat&n shake~ his atiok in hil lace and abU181 
bim I Seo. 6. 

l Oabera pl10e1 &hi• enn& af'cer his admillion to &he "10hool " at 
Glu\onbar,. n is olear from B ••• &, (whom he is OOpJiDI) &bat he ODIJ 
en&ered \he omnobiam in oonaeqneaoe or iL, aad had been well &aap& 
HfON. 



134 P APEB81 ETC. 

waiting him aa he passed through the marshes, threw him 
from his horae, and, with the wild paesion of a rude age, 
trampled him underfoot in the mire.• A mile oft' stood a 
friend's house, and thither Dunstan crawled as they rode 
away; the fierce house-dogs rushed out at one who, in his 
miry guise, seemed more monster than man, but (the story 
lightiJ up a side of Dunetan's chamcter) recognized his 
voice and fawned upon him.t It waa probably to the 
house of his ki1111man,t Elfege the Bald, Bishop of 
Wincbeeter, the demesnes of whose see covered a large 
part of Somerset, that the bemired scholar made his 
way. "Become a monk," was the probably very friendly 
advice of Elfege, but the charms of a young lady
love, 11 whose caresses he every day enjoyed, were of 
more weight than the attractions of celibacy. A severe 
attack, however, of what seems to have been a dropsical 
disease, seconded the exhortation of his kinsman, and 
Dunstan rose from his sick-bed a monk. A narrow escape 
from a falling stone and the death of his Glastonbury 
friend, the deacon W ulfrid, confirmed him in his choice. 

• D. 6. Nonnuli propriorum todalium et Palatinorum, t~tm quam 
muime oonaanguineorum suorum qui aalutireri• aoLibu• rjua invideban' 
• • • dioenl.el ilium ex libril aalutaribua eL viri1 perilis non II'Juti 
animarum prorutura aed avitoe pnlilitatie nniuima didiciae oarmina et 
hiiLoriarum frivolu oolere incantation urn natniu • • • • projeoerunt 
in lutulenl.a paluaLrium looa et • • Vflllibua euperimpri111ebant • • in 
foetenti vulul.abro dehoneetaren&.. • • • • • aoeorimi oanee • • • • 
orudeli lalratu huno invuarun\, l.amen ut blandientil vooem audierunt, 
mox - illiua ex eo l.antummoclo relioentee agnonrunt. 

t O•bern giYeaa aketch oC bil ooart-lire-makee him oourt.-favouri~. 
and jud11e 11 'l'bil, in a bo7, d&gen modern biographen, bu\ the7 •till 
follow O•bern in 1•lacina here Lhe epiaocle of the eelr-eounding barp. 
Hook. i, 387. 

l D. 7. " Propinquua ip1iu•.'' 
11 Cujue qnoLidie blandiLii1 fovereLur, "The lil"el7 diaounion between 

EUep and Dnnatan, in Q,bern, St>o. 11, (and lbenoe enlarpd b7 Dean 
Hook, i. 889, 390) i1 a fair apeoimen of bi1 inven\ion. DridferLb, whom 
he is cloeel7 following, givea no\ a ~yllable of iL. 
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Wulfrid appeared to him in a dream, relating things of 
heaven and earth, and, on Dunstan asking a sign, led him 
into the porch, pointed to an unoccupied epot on its 
southern eide, and announced the burial of a priest there 
before three daye elapsed. Dunetan, visiting the place at 
daybreak 'vith a group of friends, threw a atone at the spot 
as he paaaed, saying lightly "If what I dreamt be true, a 
priest has to be buried here ere three days are over." No 
sooner had he retired than the fated priest entered, chose 
it as the spot of his interment, 1\Dd died within the 
appointed time. • 

The incident had no small effect on the fortunes of 
Dunstan. The priest thus buried had been the spiritual 
guide (perhaps the husbandt) of Ethelfieda, one of those 
Englishwomen of high rank who, like Bertha or Hilda, 
play no unimportant part in our early church history. 
Desirous, after her husband's death, of living the life of a 
nun unattached, ehe built for her residence a dwelling near 
the western pnrt of the church, and spent her wealth io 
works of charity and the entertainment of pilgrims. 
Among11t these came King Athelstan, and the story of the 
royal dinner gives a lively picture of the English court on 
its travels. Tbe "prrevieores" of the King's table arrive 
the day beforehand to see if all be ready, and, after due 
inspection, signify their approval of the preparations "if 
only there is no lack of mead." Ethelfteda, hurt at the 
apprehended disgrace, flies to the altar of tlae Virgin and 
implores her aid for the morrow. On the morrow tl1e King 
arrives, followed by the long train of his court,t and after 
prayers nod ma88 adjourns to the hall for dinner. All day 

• B. 9. 
t D. 9. "MaJisler atque aaoerd01." Ibid 10 "POI' amillum 'firum:' 

l B. 10. •· S'ipatu magoo oomiutu." 
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long the cop-bearers with horns and vessela draw at the 
mea•l cask, but without exhausting it, till the feast enda 
and the King rides off.• Dunatan had become a monk, 
but the monaatic profession aeema to have been little more 
than a vow of celibacy. He now became the chaplain and 
guide of Ethelfleda. "He ever clue to her and loved her 
in wondrous fashion" is the simple remark of his early 
biographer. t The wealth of his devotee was placed nn
rese"edly at his command, his sphere begina to widen, we 
see him followed by a train of pupils,t bnsy with literature, 11 

writing, harping, painting, designing. One morning the 
Lady Edelpyrm summons him to her house to design a 
stole which she is embroidering. He goes, carrying with 
him his harp (as was his wont) to amuse his friends in 
their labours. Dinner over, as he returns with Edelpyrm 
and her maidens to their toil, the harp, hanging on the 
wall, sounds, without mortal touch, tones which frame 
themselves in the excited ears around into the antiphon, 
" Gaudent in C(Elis," while girls and matron drop their 
embroidery and stare at one another in mute amuement.§ 

We may pause here to comrare this genial echolar-life, so 
far as it has gone, with the Rembrandtesqne sketch which 
Oabern and the modern biographers and historians in his 
train have made so familiar to na. In his story the usual 
wonders prelude the birth of the wondrooa child ; a 

• B. 10. "Pinoernil, n' UIOle\ In replilml ooo'ri'riia, oornibu IIOillil 
aliieque ioditcrebe quanUtatil Yuibu1 t.otum diem propinentib111." 

t B. 10. "Huio nro eemper adhoereba' Duo•tanua qui hano proe 
ccateril moclil mirabilibo• ademaYiL" B.ll. Quui propriam manm onioe 
ouat.odiYiL 

l B. 11. " Cum M ~eqoenUbos eoboluUoil. • 
11 " lo\er aora literarum •tudia, ut in onanibua e~~e\ idoneua ar\em 

eoribeodi, neonon oithariandi, pariterque piogendi peritiam dillsent.er 
oxoohait.• B. 11. 

§ B. U. "A.tt.onit• MM inrioem aspioiebant." 
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sudden darkness fills the church as his mother, Cynedridis, 
kneels there in the gloom of a February morning, every 
taper Ba.Ve her own is extinguished and needs to be re
kindled at ita flame.• The books left by the Irish peregrini 
are transmuted into an establishment of Irish scholars, 
receiving for education the sons of the adjacent thanes, 
which again in the after-developement of the Dean of 
Chichester is discovered to have "resembled closely one of 
our modern colleges/'t The youth visits the court, becomes 
favourite and chancellor, and flies a disgraced courtier. In 
his bitterness he turns, not merely monk, but anchorite. 
His cell does not, from Bridferth's silence, seem to have 
arisen in the first biographer's day, but Osbern has seen it 
"more like a tomb than a dwelling," five feet in length, in 
breadth about two-and-a-half. Here the wild anchorite 
worked the night through at his forge, and through its 
little window the Devil looked in at the grey of eve.t Very 
vivid is Osbern•s rendering of the well-known legend- the 
Devil chatting of wine and women while the saint is quietly 
heating his tongs at the fire until the longed-for moment 
arrives, when, snatching them from the forge, he fastens on 
the "grisly face,'' I! and, struggling with might and main, 
drags the monster inside. At last the Devil wriggles away, 
breaking, with shouts of " Ob, what has this bald-head 
done?''§ the slumbers of the villagers. His fame gathers to 
the cell pilgrims of every age and rank, amongst them 
Elgiva, who, entranced with his conversation, resolves to 
settle there and live and die with him. 

It is impossible not to admire the wild poetry of Osbern's 

• O.barn eeo. I. t Hook, A.roh B. Cml i. 386. 
l "Sub oblouro 'feepere." O.b.l4. 

11 "Le.rnlem taciem." I know or no au\horit, tor the "noee." O.b. 14. 
§ •· Ob, quid teoit oalTua iate." Oab. 14. 
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conception of the anchorite, but no conception ooulcl have 
been less in accordance with the Dunatan of Bridferth and of 
fact. From the happy quiet of hi8 Glastonbury life he waa 
now suddenly called into a wider sphere by the change of 
ministry which seems to have followed the death of 
Athelatan and accession of Endmund in 940. The tie 
which had bound him to it had been previously broken. It 
chanced one day that Dunetan had been absent from the· 
common vespers and was approaching the church at eve 
with hi8 scholars to complete the office, when, in the waning 
light of the eastern sky, he saw afar oil' a white dove of 
wondrous beauty, winging its way to the house of 
Ethelfieda. It was the precursor of her death.• The old 
jealousies seem to have revived on Dunstan's appearance at 
the court, then stationed, apparently, at " Ceodrium," 
perhaps Cheddar. t The faction of his opponents prevailed, 
he counted the game lost, and betaking himself to some 
envoys from Essex, then staying at court, besought and 
obtained a promise of settlement in that kingdom and pre
pared to depart in their train. Eadmund spent the day in 
the c11nsc; the red deer which he had pursued dashed over 
Cheddar cliffs,t nnd the King's horse only checked itself on 
the brink of a. mvine, while Edmund, in the bitterness of 
anticipated death, was recaning his injustice to Dunstan. 
He wo.s nt once summoned on the King's return, "Make 
hnste nnd saddle your horae,'' said Edmund, " and journey 
with me.'' The royal train paaaed from Mendip over the 
mal' he to Gln tonbury;ll there, entering the church, the 

• B. 11. t D. 18. 
t D. l • • Ea~ ib1 in proximia loois Ceoddis quoddam inter alia plura 

Jlnccisi mootis pr ipitium, m~ quidem et immenst. profunditate 
clercxum." 

I " snm quw duoitGlut.ouiam recto tramite." D. 14. 
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King took DDDStan by the band, bestowed on him the kiss 
of peace, and seated him in the priestly chair u Abbot of 
Glastonbury. 

Duneun can have been still but a young man when he 
became (in the Benedictine aenee of the word) the founder 
of English monaaticiam. The King's gift was rather that 
of the royal vill and ita accompanying fisheries than of 
what later times would regard as a religions bonae. What 
came of the gift was the creation of Dunatan himself. 
Every English Abbey of the future looked back as ita 
parent to the cloister that rose to realise the dream of his 
youth. Every great monastic school looked back for ita 
model to the great school of the W eat, whence four primates 
had mounted in succession the chair of Canterbury. 

1. Of Dunatan himself as Abbot very little ia told ua. 
We see him in various stories walking, staff in hand,• with 
brother Elfege, from cell to cell, inspecting the kitchen 
arrangements, nperintending the new buildings, the 
fruits of Ethelfteda'a legacy, up at dawn correcting 
faulty mannacripta, busy in reconciling the brethren or 
engaged in Di-rine Service with eyes and hands uplifted 
and t8ce often bathed in tears. But the life of Ethelwold 
gives ua a pleasant peep into the interior of the Abbey.t 
Learned, active in body and mind, the eon of the burgher of 
Winchester bad mounted into court-favour, and, with a 
view to promotion, had been ordained with Dunatan. He 
now joined him in his new monastery. In study, whether of 
books or of mnaic, in prayer and mortification, Ethelwold 
rapidly took the lead of his fellows ; hnt even when 
appointed Dean he still remained abbey-gardener, and 

• • SpicJalo quod Mm per III!ClUID ohira dezterA oonnbeba\." B. 16. • •• 
"quem 18mper MOum maaa adveheba' baculum." B. 17. 

t Lire bJ Wobtan. Ao&a Saao" Aug. 1, p. 88. 
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gathered with his own hands the apples and beans for the 
brethren, a refection. In him Dunstan saw the great engine 
he needed for the developement of monaaticiam in England. 
A dream showed him a tree of wondrous height, stretching 
ita branches north and south, eastward and westward over 
all Britain, ita boughs laden with countless cowls, while a 
cowl of larger aize than all crowned the topmost twig. The 
tree, Dunstan interpreted, was England as it was to be; 
the big cowl, Ethelwold. 

·2. Ethelwold, a famous teacher himself, as Abbot of 
Abingdon, probably learnt the art under Dunatan. All 
tradition told of the kindliness of Dunstan's teaching. A 
hundred years after, when the annual whipping time for 
Canterbury echool anived (it was a yearly custom in the 
Cathedral to give the boys a sound whipping all round at 
Christmas, not for any definite fault, but with a view to 
their general improvement), the poor little wretches crowded 
weeping to hia shrine, and besought aid of their "dear 
father Dunstan., Dunstan it was-eo every Canterbury 
echoolboy believed-who set the masters first asleep and 
1:hen a quarrelling till the whipping blew over.• And the 
tradition is only in accordance with the few stories pre
served of his actual intercourse with his boya. In the 
midet of a visitation, at Bath, hia thoughts were with 
them, and he told how he had seen the soul of one of 
1:hem carried heavenward, along a path of light, among an 
innumerable company of angela.t More interesting
because more authentic-is the tale told to Bridferth by the 
boy, afterwards a prelate,t who sluu-ed the adventure. The 

• O.beru. Minolee, Bk. 11., 110. 11. (iD lrlabillou. A.8. B.O. Sec. 11.) 
The 1'-7 (O.beru •hand U hi-IC) il m01' iu'-nit.IDI ud •iYidlJ ~Id. 

t O.bem. Lire. Sea. sa. 
t Brid(enb. Sea. 18. ProbabiJ ~Id b1 Arabbilhop &!trio. 
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monks had all quitted the Abbey to meet the funeral train 
which was bringing thither the corpse of the Steward 
Wulfric. None remained save the Abbot and one little 
schoolboy ; and the two walked out together to see if the 
brethren were in sight. As they went along- "singing 
according to their wont," a atone, ftung at them from the 
other aide of the old Church, missed Dunstan'a head, but 
knocked oft' the cap which he wore.t "Run and pick up 
the stone," said the Abbot, turning to the boy, "and 
bring it for me to look at." All men agreed that no stone 
of the kind, big or little, was to be found within the borders 
of Somerset ; that it was, in fact, a "shy" of the Devil's. 
Dunatan, however, bade it be preserved in safe keeping, 
and so booame, it would seem, the first geologist of the 
West. 

Here, however, we moat leave the Dunstan of Brid
ferth, leas romantic, leas dramatic than his better-known 
"double," yet (as it seems to me) more natural, and no 
leas great. He leaves the impression, not of the wild 
anchorite or the stem fanatic of the oommon biographers, 
but of a nature gay, sunny, versatile, artistic ; full of 
strong aft'ections, and capable of inspiring others with 
affections as strong. As a boy, his schoolfellows weep for 
him in dread of his death ;t as a youth he has a bosom 
friend in the Deacon W ulfric ; ~hroughout hie manhood 
he seems always to have won the devotion of women, of 
'his lady-love, of Ethelgiva, of the queenmother Eadgive.U 
His afFability is one of the marked traits of his character ; 
he is the favourite alike of his schoolboys, his monks, and 

• "Dum ~~em per ex more PQIIendo incederet." lb. 
t N Pileum, quo oap1d nlabat.'' D. 18. 

l: " FleballoiJola.stioonun coet.anea turba." Osb. 5. 
11 ee U 19. 
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the populaee.• Quick-witted, of strong memory, a ready 
and fluent speaker,t of gay and genial addreea, 1.11 artist, a 
musician; he was at the same time a hard student, an in
defatigable worker, buey at books, at buildiDg, at handi
craft. We leave him ae yet neither minister nor archbishop, 
but Abbot Dunstan ; hia slender frame leaning on hia 
cross-headed stafF, hia scant fine hair covered by his cap, 
siDging pea1ma with the little schoolboys, and dreaming of 
a future for England, when, from that eeed-plot at Glaston
bury, monasteries shonld be scattered broadcut over the 
land, and cowls shonld hang upon every branch o£tbat mighty 
tree. The funeral of King F..admnnd rolls in ;. the hour 
has struck when the dream has to be thrown aside for 
action, and the Dunetan of Somerset must broaden with 
the Dunstan of England. 

• See the piotaresque 10eoe a' hil raneral. Q,bern, l:ieo. 59. • Bob 
immen10 marmora lugentia:o populorum, rera,rum denaillime ambientiam 
Caoi1!1 10u cn-u.m, palmil - Cerientium. a&que amaril vooiba1, 
• Bea I Hell f ~ime Patre I' elamant.iam." 

t .. Di.neadi raealtu.. 06bel'll, 4.3. 


