





80 Thomas William Cowan

Taunton, and ultimately removed to Clevedon. He took charge of
the herbarium at the Museum, thoroughly overhauled it, and made
considerable valuable additions. He was also President of the
Taunton Field Club, and was keenly interested in the botanical,
entomological, and microscopical sections of our Society.

Some sixty years ago, Dr. Cowan built one of the first steam
carriages used upon English roads, with which he achieved a speed
of twenty miles an hour, but the passing of the Locomotive Act,
with its many restrictions and the limit of speed to four miles an
hour, put an end to his labours in this direction.
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82 Joseph Hamlet

of Churches was established, Mr. Hamlet was elected acting-
secretary until a more permanent appointment could be made.

Mr. Hamlet was a good antiquary and took a general interest in
genealogy and history, and in archsological excavations. His
knowledge of geology and botany was by no means small. But
perhaps his chief hobby and that in which he was most keen were
the affairs of local government. and in his later years he was actively
engaged in the work of the Rural Distriet Council, Parish Council,
Board of Guardians, and the Somerset Poor-Law Institution.

Mr. Hamlet became successively a prebendary of Wells in 1910,
rural dean of Tlminster in 1921, and sub-dean of Wells in 1925. He
was a man of strong personality, and his love for children was well
known. His all-round knowledge was considerable, due no doubt
to his remaining a student to the end.

He will be gratefully remembered for the amount of time, during
the last twenty years, that he gave to the business of the Society
and the work he did for it.
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