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BY GEORGE B. MICHELL

To the Proc. Som. Arch. Soc. for 1918 Canon Mayo con-
tributed a collection of notes of early date, based on authori-
ties of varying value, bearing on the family of Michell of Pury
in Wembdon and of Gourneystreet in Cannington ; a tentative
but disconnected genealogy 1249-1455, and a further pedigree
1457-1616.

The present writer has made wide original research con-
cerning this family of his name and, from a mass of material
extracted from records of unassailable authority, now offers
some amplification of the canon’s scholarly article, including
a transcript of the earlier generations as entered in Camden’s
Visitation, anno 1623, and not hitherto printed.

An early record of the arms borne by the name is found on
the seal of Simon Michel, impressed 1404." which exhibits ‘a
chevron between three geese * impaling ° per fess vair and .
a coat later blazoned by the heralds ° per chevron gules and
sable, a chevron between three geese argent . It may here be
noted that in unofficial scrolls compiled by Carew, Holland,
Risdon, and others of later date, the ° geese ’ invariably, but
erroneously, become ° swans ’.

Assuming that the heiresses named by Camden were all
armigerous the achievement of Thomas Michell, 1487, would
have exhibited at least quarterly of 10, * 1 Michell, 2 Hamond,
3 Euercriez, 4 Testard, 5 de Chanton, 6 de la More, 7 Periman,
8 Dodisham, 9 de Gourney and 10 as 1°, and have remained
unaltered in the senior line to 1616.

The official pedigree at the College of Arms records an un-


















