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THE Annual Meeting of the Entomological Section was hold 
at Taunton Castle on 13 February 1935, the Rev. Preb. A. P. 
Wickham, President, in the chair. All the officers were re­
elected for t he ensuing yea.r. 

A field meeting was held at Holford on 14 June: the weather 
was kind considering what the early summer was like. N" o 
outstanding insects were taken, but bombylifonnis, hastata, 
aurinia, euphrosyne, and a number of other common species 
were noted. Few members were able to attend, and the Rev. 
Preb. Wickham, with Messrs. E. C. Beck and C. J. Perrens, 
made up the party. 

Mr. C. J. Perrens has very kindly sent the following notes 
from the Bridgwater district : 

Spring came early last year. The sallows were out in 
sheltered places in February and at Shapwiok by 18 March 
when I took Polyploca ff.avicornis. Some bushes remained 
attractive there until 23 April, and Taeniocampa. opima and 
varieties of '1.'. gracilis were captured. 

At the end of April and in early May Xylomyges conspicillaris 
was · very plentiful in its usual haunts, and Oucullia chamo­
millae not uncommon. Three specimens of the pale variety of 
X . conspicillaris were taken. 

May was a cold month and t he frost which blackened the 
oak leaves must have caused great mortality among larvae. 

1 l\fr. Edmtmd Page, :u .c., of Ivythorn, Street, was elected President, at 
the Annual Meeting h eld on 14 F ebruary l!l3G, to succeed th e late Prebendary 
"Wickham. 
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The nigh t of 30 May was compara tively warm and a sheet 
on t he P olden H ills gave good results. One Notodonta trevida 
was taken , Drymonia doclonea an d Agrotis cinerea were un­
usually plen t iful. Man y oth er species visited th e light. Larva 
beating in June was a complete failure. 

There was an unusual scarcity of Svilosoma menthrasti and 
S . litbriciveda both at Shapwick and t he Bridgwater brick ­
ponds, although one specimen of S . i1rticae was taken at each 
locality. 

T here were very few Oleoceris vinimrilis at Shapwick where 
it usu ally swarms, and n o Orthosiri suspecta which is usually 
fairly plen tiful. Arctia caja and A . m:llica were not seen at all, 
Svilosoma fnliginosct was rare, and many usually common 
insects were scarce. 

It is difficult to say if t he scarcity of moths at Shapwick was 
due to the two previous hot summers, or to the extensive 
flooding of the moor in April. 

On the Burnha m san dhills Agrotis tritici and Leucania 
littoralis were very plentiful , but other common species not so 
n umerous as usual. A few M amestra albicolon were noted, a 
species I had not seen t here before. 

Beating sallows at Shapwick in August produced a good 
n umber of Earia chlorana and a few Dicranura fureitla larvae, 
b u t very little else. 

Vanessa 0-a,lbum was plen t iful in September in Loxley 
Wood. F ifteen were taken on the 23rd and many more seen. 
At ivy t he common species were very abundan t , but only two 
Xylina socia were seen an d no X . semi-britnnea or Dasycamva 
rnbiginea. 

D uring t he season I took two insects of outstanding interest, 
namely : 

(i) Oolli.1; sparsata on 9 J un e at Shapwick, which I believe to 
be new to th e County. 

(ii) H eliothis peltigera, also at Shapwick, on 30 August. 

I am not sure if Boarmia consortaria taken at Butleigh on 4 
J une is worthy of mention. 
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A SuaGESTIOK 

For the last year or two t he Repor t of the Section has been 
rath er lacking in interest, clue to the fact that t here are now 
few additions to be made to the County List. 

It is suggested that members report any unusual captures in 
t heir areas, and also study the common species with special 
attention to : 

(i ) variation in numbers in different years. 
(ii) if unusual climatic conditions produce an unusually high 

proportion of variation in marking, colour, etc., in 
different species. 

They could then send in a lirief report and a note on t he 
weather conditions for t he season. 

F rom this data it should be possible to obtain a fairly 
accurate idea, of the effect climatic conditions have on insect 
life. 

Dr. H. Downes sent t he .fol.lowing report for Ilminster : 
Convolvulus Hawk Moth (Sphinx convolvuli), larva on Oon­

volvulils arvensis, allotment grounds, bred to perfect insect. 
Death's Head Hawk Moth (Acherontia atropos), larva on 

potato in allotments, bred to perfect insect. 
H umming-Bird H awk Moth was extraordinarily plentiful in 

1933 and 1934, b ut scarce in Hl35. 
Comma Butterfly, although common from Hl31 to 1934, 

seemed scarce in 1935. 


