
Notes 

MAllfMO'.l'H REMAINS AND PLEISTOCENE JM:PLEMENTS FOUND 
ON 'l'HE WES'.l' S0;\1ERSET COAST 

Du&rnG the past one hundred and fifty years numerous skeletal 
remains of the Mammoth (Elephas prirnigenius) have been found 
on the West Somerset Coast, chiefly in t he area from Watchet 
Harbou_r eastwards to Kilvc beach (O.S. 6 in. Somerset, XXXVI, 
S.W.). A note in the Tcmnton Conrier, March 1827, describes the 
finding of a complete molar tooth by an inmate of the Williton 
Workhouse 'whilst digging gnwel on the beach at Doniford ' . A 
few years later Sir Peregrine Acland of St. Andries obtained tusks, 
teeth and the bones of a mammoth on the foreshore near St. Audries. 
In the Proceedings of the Geological Society, 5 June 1839, there is a 
description of a mammoth tooth then in t he Trcvelyan Collection, 
13 in. X 6 in. and weighing eleven pounds. According to this 
report it was ' found in the dilnvium on the shore near St. Audries, 
presented by t he Rcv'd. E. Webb January 1835 ' . Another refer
ence is given in a paper on ' l\'linehead's St1bmarine Forest', read 
before the West Somerset Branch of the Society in 1943 ; in this 
the late Mr. C. W. K.. Wallis mentioned that many years ago when 
the harbour at Watchet was being cleared and deepened two tusks 
of mammoth were found. 

In February 1899, Mr. W. A. Rixon discovered on t he shoro at 
K ilve a tusk which was presented to the County Museum, Taunton 
Castle, in 1905 ; and a portion of a molar tooth was found on 
the shore at Kilve by the Rev. D. H. J ames and presented to 
t he County Museum in 1918. More recently in t he winter of 1947 
t he writer found a well-preserved portion of a tooth on t he shore 
at Dani.ford. This was approximately 5 in. X 5 in. X 2½ in. and 
weighed two and a half pounds ; subsequent visits to the beach at 
this period yielded several smaller portions of teeth. All the above 
finds were apparently quite casual and there seems to be no definite 
evidence as to the stratigraphical horizons from which t hey came. 

In t he summer of 1949 the writer was fortunate enough to dis
cover a large part of a molar tooth in sitii in the cliff gravels at 
Doniford, ¾ mile east of Watchet Harbour (Nat. Grid Ref. 31 / 083431). 
Although very decayed it was identified as Elephas p rimigenius. 
The posit ion of t his tooth was 16 ft. below the land surface (approx. 
50 ft. O.D.) where it was embedded in the lower gravel. In the 
autumn of 1950, as a result of strong t ides scouring the beach east 
of the Doniford River, t he lower gravel, normally covered by sand 
or pebbles, was exposed. While examining t his exposure t he writer 
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discovered a large portion of a mammoth tusk bedded firmly in a 
patch of clayey gravel (Nat. Grid Ref. 31/ 094434). This must 
originally have been a large tusk, t he part found being approximately 
4 ft. 6 in. in length, and varying from 9 to 11 in. in width, the 
unusual width being probably due to distortion caused by pressure 
of the overlying gravel during decomposition. 

The evidence of mammoth remains in the West Somerset gravels 
tends to prove that they were laid down in Pleistocene times, a 
period in which Palreolithic man also left traces in this part of the 
country. The first palreolith discovered by the writer in the area 
under review was a good example of an ovate hand-axe, Mousterian 
in type. It is made from a rich ptlrple-brown chert, having a 
rather heavy creamy patina, and is slightly abraded. Tl;tis un
expected discovery was made in the spring of 1948, since when 
fairly regular visits to the area have resulted in quite a number of 
finds. Among these are several good examples of Palreolithic hand
axes, ranging from middle and late Acheulian types to Mousterian. 
Numerous flakes have also been collected, in most cases having 
well-defined striking platforms and bulbs. Among them are some 
examples of the Levalloisian industry, while at least two others 
appear to be Aurignacian. Most of the remaining flakes and cores 
appear to be Upper Palreolithic in origin, but until these have been 
fully studied it would be unwise to express any definite opinion. It 
is hoped to publish drawings and detailed descriptions of these 
implements in the near futurJ . 

A. L. W EDLAKE. 

P ALiEOLITHIC HAND-AXE FROM CHEDDON FITZPAINE 

On 23 February 1950 Alan Bellamy, a schoolboy at St . .Ancfrew's 
School, Taunton, deposited on loan at the Society's Museum, a 
Palreolithic hand-axe of chert which he had discovered on 14 June 
1949 at the side of the gravelled Swing Bridge roadway near the 
Taunton-Briclgwater Canal, Cheddon Fitzpaine. The Nat. Grid 
Ref. is 31/ 244263. The source of this gravel is unknown but is 
not likely to have come from any distance. 

The form of the axe is flat, square-butted pyriform or sub-tri
angular in shape, recent ly chipped at the point, which, however, 
was square and not acute. The butt-end is worked to a rough 
blade. The implement has been rolled and abraded and heavily 
patinated to a brownish-white. I t s dimensions are : length, 4·7 in. ; 
max. width, 3·4 in. ; thickness, 1 in. It appears to be of late 
Acheulian type.1 

Finds of Abbevillian and Acheulian implements in chert are not 
uncommon from the area of the chert gravels on the Blackdown 

1 F or a recent description of this class of implcmont, see 'l'. T. Paterson 
and C. F. Tebbutt, Proc. P1·ehistoric Society, n.s. xiii (1947), 41 and fig. 3a. 
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Hills and from the area immedjately to the south of Taunton,1 
and an ovate Acheulian chert implement, similar in condition to 
that found at Cheddon Fitzpaine, was picked up on a field of 
Broughton Dairy House Farm, Stoke St. Mary, in 1948. 2 Whlle 
it is not improbable that the source of these implements may have 

HAND-AXE OF CHERT FROM 
MADE-UP RO,A.0, NE".-.ll. .CANAL 
COTTAGE,CHE"DOON FITZPAINE, 

SOMERSET, I+, 6.1949, 

Fig. 1. 

been the e:her t gravel beds on the Blackdown ridge itself, it is 
equally possible that t hey may have been brought into the Tone 
Valley from t he Broom Gravels near Axminster, where so many 
were manufactured. 3 Another group of Acheulian-Aurignacian 
implements has been located in the gravels at Doniford. 4 

W.A.S. 

MESOLITIIlO CHIPPING FLOOR AT FIDEOAK FARllf, 

BISHOP'S HULL 

The discovery of t his site was made at the end of May 1950 
when t he writer and hls son, David , were inspecting trenches and 
the ' throw-out ' from foundat ions of newly erected 132 KV steel 
towers in a field, part of which is being used for laying out a trans
former and switching stat ion by the South-Western E lectricity 

1 Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., xlviii, i, 67 ; Arch. N ews Letter, i ii, No. 8 (F ebruary 
1951), 126. 

' -Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., xciv, 45. 
3 D . P. Dobson, Arch. Somerset (1931), 11. 
4 Noted by A. L. Wedlake, present vol. of Proceedings, 168- 9 ; a la te 

Acheulian square-ended pyriform axe of s lightly more developed form to 
that from Checldon F itzpaine was found by "\;v". E. Sru-tees on high open ground 
of the Quantock Hills , a bove St . Audxies, "\Vest Quantoxhead . lt was g iven 
to Tau nton Museum by L ady Chapman in 1889 (A. 2003). 

VOL. xcv. (Fif th Series) lli 
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Board. The field is arable, sout h of Fideoak Farm, and its north
western boundary is the River Tone. The field stands about 85 ft. 
O.D., t he Nat. Grid Reference for t he centre of the area of distri
bution being 31/ 1!)2248. 

It is in the red-brown alluvial top-soil and in a t hin layer of 
gravel at a depth of 9 in. to 12 in. which overlies t he red-purple 
Kemper Marl that most of t he finds have been made. Some of 
the smaller flakes and microlithfo debris a rc, however, found as 
much as 18 in. below t he surface and t hus well below cultivation 
disturbance. Trial excavations may give further indication of 
elating and the stage of culture of the industry . 

The sit e has been recently described ttnd a selection of thirty
two implements illustratt>d,1 so it is not intended to enlarge on 
the discovery at t his stage. · The majority of t he 500 artifacts 
(cores, flakes, blades, knives, hollow and t humb scrapers, points, 
burins and a por tion of flaked axe) a re made from chert of various 
colours derived from t he Blackclown H ills; the remainder are of 
flint, which has proba bly been mo. tly impor ted from a d istance. 
It is hoped to publish more fo lly t he finds made from this and other 
open Mesolithic sites in Somerset in a later volume of the 
Proceedings. · 

W.A.S. 

THE MEARE L AKE V ILLAGE, 1949- 50 

The excavations at t he .lVIearc Lake Village (east ern village) were 
in progress on a compara tively small scale, from 25 August t o 
15 September 1949, and fron, 14 August to 2 September 1950. The 
work was directed by Mr. H : St. George Gray, O.B.E ., who was 
assisted by .lVIrs . St. George Gray and other voluntary helpers ; 
and there were thrne foll-time workmen who had had previous 
experience. Among the voltrntcers who worked for t,wo days or 
more were : i\fr. W. R. Chisholm-Batten (two weeks), i\frs. J. B. 
Clark, Mrs. G. E. Fraser, Dr. M. W. Bird and Dr. E. B. Ford. 

One Mound, No. XXX, begun in 1948, was completed in 1949 ; 
Mound X LVII, begun in 1949, was finished in 1950 ; Mound XX, 
begun in 1938, was continued in 1950; Mound XXXII was partly 
examined in 1949; and Mound XXV was completely dug in 1950. 
AU these mounds were in the eastern half of the East Village. 

Timber foundation was exposed in several places where the peat 
was comparatively soft. Some of t he oak was mortised (one hole 
5¾ in. in diameter); oak and alder piles were also occasionally met 
with. 'T'hn floorR of clay-the material brought to the spot for 
the purpose-were somewhat confused and difficult to separate 
because of overlap . The clay heart hs were numerous ; t hey were 
frequently repaired and raised, t he layers being superimposed . 
Some of t hem exceeded 4 ft. in diameter. In Mound XLVII there 
were no less than four groups of hearths on the four floors. One 

' The Archmological News Letter, iii , No. 8 (February 1951), 125-7. 
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group had ten superimposed hearths; another had six hearths ; 
and the other two groups had four layers each. Mound XXX was 
also rich in hearths. 

Among the finds were fibul::e of La Tene III type, a penannular 
ring-brooch , a finely worked bronze finger-ring with perforations, 
and other bronze rings, a ring-headed pin of bronze, an iron earth
anvil , small yellow and blue glass beads and another of sha le, 
three ' cheek-pieces ' of horses' bridle-bits, one of them not only 
perforated but ornament ed, an antler weaving-comb, spindle-whorls 
and a loom-weight, some broken saddle-querns, t he greater part of 
a pottery storage jar, a complet e small black pot, an ornamented 
bowl (also decorated on the base), an antler tool for inscribing 
double parallel lines on pottery, and a flint arrowhead. 

A bronze spoon of Roman type, havi ng a twisted handle connected 
with the bowl by a crank, a survival of a hinged joint, was found 
in Mound XLVII at a depth of 2·7 ft. below the surface ~mcl below 
the clay flooring. From its position it would appear that t his spoon 
was traded from the Cont inent early in the occupat ion of t he 
village- in a late phase of the Early Iron Age. 

H. ST. G. G. 

A PAIR OF C AULDRON-HANDLES IN THE SOMERSE'l' COUN'l'Y 
M USEUM 

While going through t he collect ions in the Society's Museum at 
Taunton Castle, the attention of t he wr iter was urawn to two bronze 
ring-handles, obviously a pair. They form part of the collection 
of AI-thur Hull, of Chard (1802-80). In his will he bequeathed his 
collection of ' Coi11s, Medals, Fossils and other Curiosities' to the 
Mayor and Corporation of Chard as a nucleus for a museum. The 
collect ion remain ed in the Town Hall at Chard unt il 1915, when 
it was transferred , on a long-term loan, to the Somerset County 
lYiuseum.1 

Comparison with material illustrated by E. T. Leeds 2 showed at 
once that t hese two objects were ring-handles belonging t o a bronze 
cauldron, and t hat they were very close in form t o t hose attached 
to one found in the River Cherwell at Shipton-on-Cherwell, Oxon., 
a nd which he placed in his Class Al . 3 

As in the Shipton example, the staples consist of three prominent · 
ribs about ½ in. in width and about 1"lf in. in thickness. The ribs 
are more closely set t han those of the Shipton cauldron, 4 and may 
or may not have been intended to be separate, though i11 one of 
the Taunton handles (Pl. XIIa, l ) part of tbe interior of the staple is 

1 ;H. St. G. Gray, P roc. Som. Arch. Soc., !xiii (1917), ii, 113- 51. 
2 E. T. Leeds. Arch::eologia, lxxx (1930), 1- 36. 
3 E. T. Leeds, op. cit., P l. r, P l. II, fig. l , a nd p. 14. 
4 E . T. Leeds, op. cit., Pl. II, fig. 1. 
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ribbed. This feature is not apparent in the other (Pl. XIIa, 2). The 
staples arc about l½ in. in width and are roughly circular in section, 
their external diameter being a little under 2 in. The exterior of 
both staples shows traces of a ridge, markiJ1g the junction of the 
two valves of the mould. The outer side of each staple, as in those 
from Shipton, ends in a roughly rectangular plate, about 2½ in. X 
1 in., which was cast on to t he external surface of the neck of the 
cauldron. The interior end is less well-defined, but forms the third 
side of the triangle made by the turned-in flat rim of t he cauldron 
and the internn,l surface of its neck. 

The rings, which are cast, are just over 4 in. in external diameter, 
and of circular section, with a thiclmess of a little under ½ inch. 
They seem to have been roughly finished with a chisel, so that the 
ridge marking the junction of the two valves of t he mould, plainly 
seen in the Shipton cxamplc,1 has been obliterated. 

Of the cauldron itself nothing now remains except a small portion 
of the neck adhering to the sta.ple. From ~us it can be seen that 
the neck was made of sheet-bronze, about 2\ in. thick, that it was 
corrugated (two interior corrugations survive) and that the upper 
part was bent inwards, as in the Shipton cauldrnn, to form a flat
topped rim, just over 1 in. wide. 

It is unfortunate that the provenance of this pair of handles was 
not recorded, because, as far as is known, the only other example 
of a Class A cauldron to be found in England is the specimen from 
Shipton. 2 The handles show signs of having been buried in· a peaty 
soil, as crevices in them still contain a black substance, mixed wi th 
hydrated ferric oxide. The greater part of t he Hull Collection, 
and all the Bronze Age materia l, comes from the neighbourhood of 
Chard.3 Among these Bronze Age objects may be mentioned a pal
stave from Wootton Farm, Bewley Down, a, few miles from Chard, 
on the Somerset-Devon border. It may be of some significance 
t hat Hull surveyed Bewley Down for its inclosme.4 

A.D.H. 

WHITE MARBLE URN FROM THE OLD RIVER A XE, 
L Yl\rPSHAi"1 

The marble urn seen on Plate XIIb, was presented to the County 
Museum, Taunton Castle, by Mr. J. Brandon, Sidmouth, Devon, in 
'Nov. 1949. It is made of a white statuary marble, and is hand 
cut (not wheel or lathe-turned). The conical moulded cover 
once possessed a knob or finial which was held by a square iron 
dowel. The body is oviform, having a short neck and heavy 

1 E . 'l'. Leeds, op. cit. , Pl. r. 
2 Of the other Class A cauldrons recorded by Leeds, two, or possibly three 

come from Scotland, and nine, or possibly eleven from Ireland (op. cit., 31- 2). 
3 H. St. G. Gmy, op. cit., 115- 16. 
' G. P. R. PLtlman, The Book of the Axe (1875), 559. 



PLA'.l'E XII 

(a) Cauldron-Handles in T aunton Museum. 

1. Staple viewed from above. 2. St aple, eternal view. 

(b) White Marble Urn from the Axe , Lympsham, 
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moulded rim wit h internal fainge for the lid. Around t he middle 
of the body is a raised flat band and at t he junct ion of neck 
and shoulder are small solid handles, imitating t he false volute . 
handles of a Greek amphora. There is a small stain on one side of 
the body. Height : 12·3 in. ; with lid, 15·5 in. Diameter: max., 
11-7 in.; at rim, 7·7 in. ; at base, 2·5 in. 

The vase or urn was said to have been recovered near R obb's 
Boat , an inn on t he south bank of the old cour se of the River .Axe 
in Ly mpsham parish , Somerset , during alterations to the course 
of the river about the beginning of the present century (Nat. Grid 
Ref. 31/ 341560) . It came into the possession of the local parson 
who gave it t o t he Rev . Albion Kirkc, R ector of Loxton (1906-29) 
and brother-in-law to the wife of t he present donor. 

The Greek and Roman Depar tment and the British and Medieval 
Department at t he British Museum as well as other authorities have 
suggested that , although the vessel may be classical in date, it is 
probably a 'collector 's piece' of the period of t he Grand Tour. Be 
t hat as it may, a remarkable urn, now in t he British Museum, 
somewhat similar in general character but larger and made of 
serpentine, apparently on a pole-lathe, was dug up in London in 
1881. I t was found with a fine decorated leaden ossuary, a glass 
cinerary urn and other Roman objects at a depth of 18 ft. in 
Warwick Square.1 This magnificent vase has a conical lid (the 
knob of which is also missing), curved horizontal handles cut out 
of the solid and a moulded base. It is indeed a stone copy of a late 
Gl'aeco-Italian krater and, although it was suggested by Alfred 
Tylor, who first described it, that it might be of British origin, it 
seems more likely t o have been a Roman import . In it were found 
calcined human bones and a coin of Claudius, struck in A.D. 41, and 
it was possibly used for some administrator or officia l who died in 
the mid or lat e first-century . 

Such finds are rare enough in this country and while t he Lymp
sham vase could have been a piece brought over to decorate an 
eighteen th-cent ury garden or house, the possibility of its use as a 
funerary um of the late first century cannot be entirely r uled out 
in the absence of direct evidence as to its age. 

W. A.S. 

ROMAN Srm ON R.A.F. S'rATION, L OCKING 

T races of a btrilding of t he Roman period have recent ly been 
disclosed by the cutting of foundation trenches for new married 
quar ters on the R .A.F. Sta,tion at Locking, near Weston-Super-Mare. 

The site is about 300 yards south of t he earthwork shown on t he 
1 in. O.S. Map (Nat. Grid Reference 31/364606). It stands 45 feet 
above sea-level. 

1 A rchaiologia, xlvi ii (1885), 223, P l. xi i, fig. 4; B .M . Gitide Rom. Brit. (1922), 
100; C. E. Vulliamy, Arch. Middlese.-v and London (1 930), 175, 205, 
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At the request of Dr. F. S. Wallis, of Bristol Museu m, Mrs. D. P. 
Hinton and the writer paid a brief visit on 22 Novemb:ir 1050. 
A more t horough examination was made on 28 December in the 
company of Mr. Graham Brown, when it was found that what had 
been disturbed is t he corner of a rectangular building that may be 
of considerable extent. The rough foundations of walls occur at 
depths varying from 6 to 15 in. All the courses of the walls proper 
appear to have been removed by stone-robbers, but a few well
dressed stones were found out of position. In one p lace, a drainage 
trench 6 feet deep has sliced away the side of a stone-lined drain. 
Only rough, gravel floors wern observed. There was a complete 
a bsence of bricks, roof-tiles, tesserae, or anything which would show 
the building to have been other than of solid but simple construction. 

A number of potsherds have been retrieved and deposited in 
Weston-super-Mare Museum. 'l'hey are mostly of coarse grey or 
black ware, wit h rims suggestive of a late third- or fourth-century 
dating. One fragment of green-glazed med.ireval ware was found; 
it is of the type which occurs on other Roman sites in this area, 
similar meclireval sherds having been found on t he Yatton villa site, 
which is four miles away. 

Although the l\1inistry of Works has decided against excavation, 
Mr. Graham Brown hopes to v isit t he site at inter vals during the 
building operations and to keep such records as are possible. 

C. l\iL SYKES. 

SAMUEL HASELL's VILLA No. 16 

Whatever the final verdict may be regarding the late Samuel 
Hasell as a field archmologist and observer, his map siting for his 
Villa No. 16 on Bradley (locally: 'Broadlea ') Hil l, north of Sorner
ton, has proved correct (Nat. Grid. R ef. 31/ 480303). Its previous 
omission .from their records by t he various authorities concerned 
can therefore now be rectified. The occasion for a search was 
suggest ed by the discovery of a bundle of papers, including letters, 
maps and drawings, in Taunton Castle, presented to the Society 
by Henry Laver, F .S.A., Hon. Curator of Colchester Castle Museum, 
in June 1901. A map of approximately double the size of t hat 
illustrating Colt Hoare's Pitney Pavement (1832), after careful 
measurement, provided evidence to lead W. A. Seaby and t he 
writer direct to t he field where some part of the foundations 
remain. A portion of the villa lies under a small mound, where the 
presence of alias roofing slab on the surface gave the required clue. 
Very limited excavation in t he spring of 1950 revealed a complex 
of blue lias foundations of different periods, but both typical of 
the better built vi llas of central Somerset, and in the trial trench 
a small amount of late pottery, perhaps fourth -century ware, was 
recovered. The soil is quite shallow, and it would seem that 
quarrying or extensive stone robbing has, elsewhere t han under the 
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smttll mow1d mentioned above, done exLensivc damage in the past. 
The field is situaLed above the 100-ft. contour immediately north 
of the area previously occupied by Grnat Piece Plantation, now 
grubbed (O.S. 6 in. Somerset Sheet LXIII. S.W.). Thanks arc due 
to Mr. W. E. Hil borne of Etsomc Dairy Farm, Somerton, for his 
kindly interest and ready co-operation in granting permission to 
exiunine the site. 

H.S.L.D. 

ROMAN DISCOVERY AT L ARKHILL, YEOVIL 

On 18 February 1949 workmen engaged in laying an electric 
cable at Larkhill , Yeovil, discovered and brought to the Museum 
a human skull, portions of t he jaw, a number of teeth , and a Roman 
coin , the last-mentioned having been found inside tho skull. The 
discovery was made some 400 yards north of the main Preston road 
and slightly to the east of Larkhm Road, near the site of an old 
quarry (N.G.R. 31/542167). The late i\1r. Courtney Gardner, in a 
note contributed to Somerset and Dorset Notes and Queries, xi, 346, 
and revised for publication by Mr. H. St. George Gray, describes the 
finding in 1909 on this site of a quantity of Romano-British pottery, 
articles of bone and iron, and human and animal remains. The 
late Dr. W. A. Hunt, in a letter to the British Dental Joiirnal in 
1913, reprinted in Somerset and Dorset Notes and Queries, xiii, 238, 
also describes digging out a skeleton here a nd finding at various 
times coins dating from Constantine I to Magnentius (A.D. 306--350). 
Portions of human remains from the site have, in fact, been in the 
possession of Yeovil :Museum for some years and may have 
been discovered by the late Hon. Curator or handed to him by 
Dr. Hunt. The sit e is a likely one for finds of this nature since, 
t hough not marked on the map of Roman Somerset in the V.C.H., i, 
a Roman road evidently left the Fosse Way at Ilchester and ran 
south-easterly towards Dorchester, crossing the present Larkhill 
Road from west to east. I t then skirted t he quarry to cross the 
present main road and emerge somewhere near the summit of 
Hcndford Hill. 

The finds were examined by Mr. H. St. George Gray, whose 
assi.-tance is gratefully acknowledged, and tho skull appears to be 
that of a small man of middle ago. The teeth are much ground 
down, suggesting hard masticating, and there is some osteomata 
and discoloration as a result of the presence of the coin. Probably 
owing to shallow burial, tho general condition of the remains is 
poor and Mr. Gray is of t he opinion that anatomical reconstruction 
is not worth while. I t is very likely, however, that further dis
coveries will be made on the site. The coin, placed on the tongue 
after death as 'passage money', found a resting-place on the base 
of the skull. It proved to be a reduced follis of Constantine I: 
obverse, IMP CONSTANTINVS AVG., laureated head to the left ; 
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reverse, SOLI ThTVICTO COMITI, the Sun standing, right hand 
raised, left holding a globe, head radiated. The mint-mark is 
illegible. 

E. A. BATTY. 
Librarian and Curator, Yeovil Museurn. 

TRIAL EXCAVATIONS AT UPPER LANGRIDGE FARM 

Trial excavations were made in 1949 and 1950 at Upper Langridge 
Farm, about two miles north of Bath and nearly half a mile north 
of the road to Bristol from Bath via Wick (O.S. 6 in. Somerset, VIII 
S.W. ; Nat. Grid Ref. 31/ 735686), by members of Kingswood 
School Arch::eological Society. Permission was kindly given by 
Mr. Roderick Lawson, who owns and farms the land, for trenches 
to be dug in the 'Top Field' or 'Twelve-Acre Field ', a site previ
ously examined in 1912- 13.1 

Owing to t he strictly limited area available, for example because 
of requirements of hay-making, it is possible at present only to add 
a little to knowledge of the site and to make certain suggestions. 
With the very shallow depth of soil (typical of Lansdown), and 
considerable disturbance through ploughing, stratificat ion was 
almost non-existent in the areas examined. It would, however, 
be valuable if a larger excavation could at some date be undertaken, 
to determine the nature of structures in other parts of the site, of 
which there are surface indications, and to establish their sequence. 

Pottery and other finds suggest an early date for perhaps a fairly 
lengthy first occupation of the site. These include a fragment of 
Samian ware of Drag. 37, Cupid with torches, for which a late first or 
early second-century date would be appropriate. 2 Parts of platters 
of Forms 18 and 18/ 31 also indicate a first-early second-century 
date, and this is the general inference from the coarse pottery, 
and from the three brooches (two bronze and one iron, one a disc
brooch), which do not however seem more closely datable. 

The most important single find was a piece of chair-leg of Kimme
ridge shale, very similar to, and slightly larger than, a fragment 
from Maiden Castle. 3 In the absence of true stratification it is 
not possible to give a confident indication of date, but it does not 
appear to be of fourth-century date as at Maiden Castle. I am 
not aware of other finds of Romano-British articles of Kimmeridge 
shale from North Somerset sites. 

It may be provisionally suggested that the site enjoyed a first-
second-century occupation, and a furt~er occupation in the late 
third and fourth centuries, but extended excavation would be 
needed to establish this. Such a history would not be incompatible 

1 Proc. Bath & District Branch Som. Arch. Soc. (1909- 13), 184- 9 and 
253-7. 

2 c{. Oswald, Figure Types, ii , 450 (Trajan-Antonine). 
3 J;t, E. M, Wheolor, Maiden Castle, fig. 111, No. 23, and p. 319. 
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with oithor t he pottery finds or the evidence, admittedly slight , of 
coins. The three-roomed building (still traceable on t he surface) 
uncovered in· 1912 is said to have yielded coins of Trebonianus 
Gallus and Postumus.1 In 1950 an AE 3 of Valentinian I was 
found , and a recent surface find of an AE 3 of Constant ine II ( ?) 
has been kindly shown to me by Mr . E . A. Shore. 

It remains to add that no evidence was secured to demonstrate a 
pre-Roman date for a wall t hought in 19.L2 to be' British ' . A few 
sherds of Ea.rly I ron Age pottery, similar to those from the near-by 
site of L ittle Solisbury (Halstatt-La Tene I),2 were found in t he 
area examined, one of which came from the wall trench below a 
collapsed wall of probably early Romano-British date. 

I am much indebted to Mr. J . W . Brailsford, F .S.A., Assistant 
Keeper in t he Department of British and Medieval Antiquities in 
the British Museum, for examining certa in of t he finds. 

J. W. G ARDNER. 

T wo Ro11uN FrnUL.iE FROM So11mRSET 

The two brooches figUI·ed below have both come to light recently 
in different parts of Somerset. The wealth of Roman fibulm, rings 
and other decorative bronze pieces from the county is well attested 
by t he la rge and important groups at Bristol City Museum, mostly 
from the J. Skinner and A. Capper Pass Collections and at t he 
Somerset County Museum, Taunton, from collections formed by the 
Drs. Walter, Arthur Hull and from numerous chance finds. 

The brooch, Fig. I (B), was located by Mr. James Stevens Cox, 
F.S.A., in November 1949 at t he bottom of a muniment chest at 
Down House (The Manor) Shapwick, t he home of the late Miss 
H. S. Vialls-Strangways. Nothing was found with it to indicate 
its provenance, but it is quite likely to have come from the Manor 
estate at Shapwick. It was presented to the County Museum by 
Mrs. B. Ca llaway, co-executor. The brooch is a small variety of t he 
dolphin t ype with short anvs closed at the ends, and the bow has 
two mu-row lateral ribs. The end of t ho foot is moulded ; the 
spring pin is complete except for the loop at the end of the spring. 
The brooch type belongs to Collingwood's Group H , probably late 
first or early second century.3 While many examples of the dolphin 
brooch with short arms could be quoted, an exact parallel has not 
been traced. 

The brooch, Fig. I (A), is par t of t he collection depositflcl at 
Taunton by t he Downside Archreological Society in J uly 1950. 

1 Proc. Bath Branqh (1909- 13), 185. The other coin-finds arn given as 
two of Claud-ius I (pp . 186 and 255) and five uniden t ifiable. 

2 cf. F alconer and Adams, R ecent Finds at Salisbury Hill Camp, near B ath, 
in P1·oc. Spel. Society, Un iversity of Bristol, iv, No. 3, 183-222. 

3 R. G. Collingwood, T he Arclu:eology of R.onu:m Britain (1930), 247, fig . 60. 



178 Noles 

It was fotmd by M. J. L. M. Hickling, Secretary of the Society, in 
1949 on t he site of the Roman villa, first recorded a nd explored 
by Rev. John Skinner, south of t he ridgeway between Paulton and 
Camerton in a field adjacent to a field called ' Chessils ' and over
looking Clandown about 500 feet above sea level (Nat. Grid Ref. 
31/ 672569). On this field were also found several sherds of typical 
black and reel R omano-British ware and a small arrowhead.1 

The brooch is of trumpet form, but has lost its spring and hasp 
and is a good example of its kind. The brooch has been richly 

A 
Fig . 1 . 

enamelled on the trumpet -end with blue in t he eyes, red in the 
mouth and forehead lozenges and probably light green enamel in the 
background. The zig-zag design of the bow has also t races of 
enamel fi lling. The form belongs to Collingwood's type R (iii) and 
is placed by him as dating from the first half of the second cent ury. 2 

The form is a common ono, especially in t he north of the country , 
and several close parallels can be quoted from southern Britain. 
There is one very similar to that under discussion labelled ' Mendip ' 
at Bril:ltol Museum ; 3 another in the same museum from Sea M.ills, 
with a slightly modified design for the enamel compartments; 4 

a third, found in the Thames, now in t he London Museum ; 5 

1 Tho finds aro rocorclecl and the broooh illustrated by M. J . L . .M. Hickling, 
Proc. ancl J ourn. Down&ide Arch. Soc., i, To. 2 (December 1949), 5, P l. iv 

(cyclostylod typescrip t) . 
2 R. G. Collingwood, op. cit., 253, fig. 62. 
3 F. 1865, from the Capper P ass Collection. 
4 F. 1!)19; othor trumpet-ended onamel broochos of different closigns at 

Bristol are F . 692 (no locality) and F . 1866 (Mendip). 
~ l,ondon in Roman Times, 96, No. 29; p. 97, fig. 28, no. 29 (A.20228). 
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and a fourt h from Allington, South \Vi Its, now in Salisbury Museum. 
Mr. Hugh de S. Shor tt has fu lly discussed t he Allington brooch ftnd 
its signifteance and the wri ter would rcfor the reader to his notc.1 

W.A. S. 

A 1\1.EDiiEVAL SIT1;; I~ B ROOMPil•:LO, SO;)[ER<;E'J': AN 

lN'l'ERIM REPOlt'L' 

Bullscroft is a pasture field on t he East iclo of Broomfield church
yard, bounded on t he sout h by the road connecting t he church with 
the vicarage (Nat. Grid R ~f. 31/ 225321). That part immediately 
adjoining the churchyard and school buildings was noticed by t he 
writer in August 194!) to be enclosed by a clearly defmed bank 
running approximately duo cast for some 40 yards from t he north
east corner of the churchyard, returning to the south at an obt use 
angle to roach the road at an iron gateway loading into the field. 
It was also noticed t hat t here was a pa rt icularly lux uriant growth 
of grass fo llowing t his bank, suggesting the presence of a ditch in 
association wit h it. 

In June and July, 1950, t hrough the kindness of Major J. A. C. 
Hamilton, t he owner, and l\'[r. Thorne ofDuckspool Farm, t he graz
ing Lenant, a sm~tll t rial excavation was carried out on t his site. 
In this, t he writer was assisted by his wife and brothcr-iJ1-law, and, 
from t ime to t ime, by t he Assistant Keeper of the Taunton'l\Iuscum. 
Five cuttings were made, t he first across Lhc south arm of the bank 
to determine whether a ditch existed. This was found, its boLtom 
1 ft . wide, 3 ft. !) in. below surface, and nearly 6 ft. wide from lip 
to lip. The filling was remarkably homogeneous, suggesting a 
deliberate filling up. From the fact that there wcro no post 
med iroval objects in t he fi lling, t his had been done presumably in 
the middle ages. Tlu-ce mcdiroval sherds came from the filling. 
There wore traces of a stone wall on the bank ; associated pottery 
was a lso mc<liroval. The other cut tings were made withiJ1 the 
enclo. urc towards its north sido, to detect any building that may 
have stood there. 

Ono cutting produced what may have been t ho foull(]ation trench 
for a wooden building's sleeper wall. Tt was V-shaped, 4- ft. wide 
at t he top, the bottom being 4 ft. Gin. below present level, having 
been dug 3 ft. into natural rock. In the nppcr part of the filling 
a p it had been dug at somo later period, from which unfortunately 
no clatcablc object was recovered. The trench was filled with stone 
packing in t he lowet· pa rt, heavily mixed with which was much 
burnt or naturally carboni r.cd wood, of which a sample was t aken 
for analysis. Pottery in the trench was medirova l, and there were 
some anima l bones present. No certain structural remain. were 
found in t he other cuttings, but all produced , in varying quantities, 

1 H. do S. Sho1·tt, Wilts Arch . . Nlag., Iii, No. cxci (Dec. 1949). 
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stone roofing slates, 1 many of which preserved the hole for the nail 
by which t hey had been fastened to their battens, and also a, large 
quant ity of glazed earthenware ridge-tile fragments.2 Of these, the 
greater part appear t o belong to Sir Cyril Fox's class II, but t here 
are some of class IV. 3 A fair amount of pottery was also recovered 
from these cuttings. This was wholly mcd iroval, apart from 
seventeenth- to early nineteenth-century miscellanea in t he topsoil. 
Some of the r im forms appear to be early, but detailed study is 
needed before a definite stat ement can be made. Other finds 
included a small bronze elongated drnp-shapecl pendant, many iron 
nails and some flint scraps. 

Further excavation is planned on this site, when it is hoped to 
produce more definit e evidence of the exact naturn of ·the site. 4 

H . CA'rLING. 

ADDENDUM ·ro THE MAsoNs' lVLIBKs ON W ELLS CATHEDRAL 
0:ITlJRCH 

The following marks were omit ted from t he paper published in 
P roceedings, xciv (1948- 9), 123- 8. 

387 383 389 390 3 91 

Fig. 1. 

NAVE, Sou•rH- Groiind F loor: On work connected with the 
repair t o t he Centra l Tower (c. 1340), 387. 

LrnRARY-Soiithern half over Ecislern Cloister, built by Bishop 
Bubwit h's bequest, but slightly lat er t han t he nor thern eight 
bays (c. 1430), 388. 

CHAIN GA'l'E.- Bishop Beckington's work (c. 1456), 389- 91. 
G. A. A. WRIGHT. 

1 Thcso m ight well havo come from tho R ooks Castle quarry, sco S .R.S ., 
vol. !iii, No. 475. 

2 One ridge-tilo was rostored from fragments by i\11·. A. D. H allrun, Assist
ant Keeper of t ho Taunton Musoum. 

3 Gj.' H. St. George Gray, 'Excav,1tions at Burrow Mump, 1939 ', Proc. 
Som. Arch. Soc., lx..xxv, 125- 7. 

• A typescr ipt t rench repor t with sections, lists of fjn ds and photographs 
is in tho Society's library at Taunton. 
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.AN UNPUBLISHED Ac:mEVEMlrnT OF ROYAL A RMS l 

Wells Cathedral. 
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House, Stuart, foll achievement . Site, East wall, Chapter H ouse. 
Material, stone and stone framed. Size c. 3 feet square. Sldeld, 
acc. Helmet, white (steel) garnished gold, black bars. Mantling, 
apparently gold but mostly white (arg.) lining showing. Crown, 
gold, four arched. Crest, in very poor condition. Siipporlers 
(dcxter ), lion gold, stat., guard., with fourarchedgold crown ; (sinister ) 
unicorn white (arg.) chain gold passes first to back , then across 
front,andencls between legs. Badges, rose, (dexter); t histle (sinister ). 
Mottoes, garter (R oni, etc.), scroll (Dieu, etc.). 

The condition of t he whole is poor and it requires cleaning ancl 
attention . The stone frame has only t hree sides, the window oil! 
or cornice cloi ng duty for the bottom section. On it. in gold and 
black lettering, which has practically disappeared, is this unique 
inscription ' J ACOBUS R E X ECCLESIAE NURTITIUS ' . The 
achievement is over the seat, which, while not cli:ffcring from t he 
others, is marked wit h a modern brass as for t he bishop. A crochet 
and piece of ball flower ornament of fourteenth-cent ury panel 
work have been removed to display the arms. The whole of t he 
(bishop 's) panel, including two heads, appears to have been painted 
at the same time as t he achievement. A St. Andrew's cross in · 
reel is visible on the dexter side, probably part of t he arms of the 
See, and there a rc apparently remains of another coat (sin ister ). 
This cannot JJOSsibly now be deciphered , which is ~L pity as it was 
probably t he arms of t he bishop of the clay, and would have served 
to dfl.te the whole as J ames I or J ames II. 

R. D. R EID. 

1 This was omitted from Prof. E . Fawcett 's list of The R oyal Arms and 
A chievements in Somm·set Chitrche8, p ublished by tho Somerset Arch roolog ical 
Society in 19:n and 1938, and is n?w submitted by D r. R eid. 


