


























102 Notes on Somerset Mammalia

information of the occurrence of this species in Somerset or
Devon is much to be desired. It is to be hoped that if the
existence of the Pine Marten in West Somerset should be
proved all possible precautions will be taken to preserve it, as
it is now almost the rarest British Mammal. (Particulars
communicated by N. G. Hadden.)]

OrrER. Lutra lutre (Linn.).

Particulars of occurrence and distribution in North Somerset
and other parts of the county not regularly hunted over are
desired. Charbonnier regarded it as “ still fairly common on
the Bristol Avon and the Axe *’ in 1909 and it was stated some
years ago to occur sometimes on the Yeo at Compton Martin.
For the Chewton Mendip district the writer has only one record,
and that an old one, an Otter having visited Litton Reservoir
on at any rate one occasion many years ago. A very large
old dog otter was killed by the Mendip Foxhounds in Asham
Wood, near Frome, in 1922. This animal must have been on
the move, as it could not have had any means of subsistence
in the wood.



