Ercavations at Cheddar

BY R. F. PARRY

(1) Tur Caves (late Gough’s)

SiNcE the report in Proceedings, 1xxiv (1928), 102-121, which
covered the work done during the winter months of 1927 and
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Fig. 1. Entrance to the Caves,
showing the parts excavated, in
1903, and from 1927 to 1931.

1928, the excavation has been
continued each winter as shown
in the plan (Fig. 1).

We may take the stratification
there shown as being constant
throughout the whole excavation.
There was a greater amount of
stone which had fallen from the
cliff face under the overhanging
rock between the iron gates and
the engine-house, and we had to
remove over a foot of this before
coming to our first layer. Other-
wise the layers approximate very
nearly, and vary only by a few
inches from those described in the
previous report. The band of
charcoal and burnt bones in
layer 13 was again very notice-
able in places.

Beyond the fissure in which

“ the Cheddar man ’ was found in 1903, the bank of cave earth
on the left side of the path was excavated for a distance of


















52 Excavations at Cheddar

Below is a summary showing the various layers with their
contents :(—
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Layer. Layers. Desecripticn: Animal Remains. Artifacts.,
earth and leaf British, Bronze
mould with stalag- | Recent and Neolithie.

mite bosses

1 1 ; Friable limey cave Roman, Romano-
|
i
i
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i

2 | 2&3 Buff cave earth Fox and Lepus | None
; Anglicus
3 } 4 to 9 | Red marl with late Pleistocene | Flints of La
\ calcite crystals Madeleine type
|
-+ ‘ 10 to 17 Dark red marl earlier Pleistocene Flints of Solutré
‘ | slightly rounded | type
| limestones.
" 18 to 21 | Do. (from fissure Dao. None
| in floor). ‘

(3) GENERAL REMARKS.

The patination of the flint from Soldier’s Hole is very different
from the dead white of those from ° The Caves ’ and it does not
appear to be so deep. It is similar to that seen on the flint
implements from Flint Jack’s Cave, Cheddar, with its decidedly
blue tinge. There is a slight lustre on all which is more pro-
nounced on those from layer 4. This difference in patination of
the flints from two caves which appear to cover the same age,
and are within 200 yards of each other, may be caused by
Soldier’s Hole (also Flint Jack’s Cave) being high up on the
cliff side in a very dry position, whilst * The Caves’, particu-
larly before they were drained some few years ago, were damp
and liable to flooding.

The period of occupation of * The Caves * in Palaeolithic times
was probably of not very long duration. It is certainly of one
culture. The fauna is of very late Pleistocene date, particularly
if we leave out of consideration Rhinoceros, Cave Bear, Hyzana
and Cave Lion referred to before. With so much more material
to work upon, we are now in a better position to arrive at a




































