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II. IxTrRODUCTORY REMARKS.

N the last volume of Proceedings (Vol. nx1x, 49-53, and
Plate XI) the writer described some specimens (mostly
bronze) which had been found during the last few years on
Ham Hill. In that paper allusion was made to the excava-
tions conducted there by the Society in 1923, which are re-
garded as a commencement of similar work to be carried on
in future seasons.

Very little in the way of systematic archaological excava-
tion hag been done on Ham Hill. Most of the antiquities
hitherto revealed have been found by quarrymen in removing
the ® heading ™ of the quarries when extensions have been in
progress.  Much of the archaeological material which has come
to light in this manner has been collected and cared for by
successive members of the Walter family, and their relative,
the late Hugh Norris, and they have with every consideration
for their proper preservation passed on their collections to the
Society for permanent exhibition in the County Museum at
Taunton Castle.

There are few larger * camps” than Ham Hill in this
country ; its ramparts are nearly three miles in circuit, and
enclose about 210 acres. This area has already produced a
large number of antiquities covering the prehistoric, Roman
and later periods. Some of the remains of the Prehistoric Iron
Age and the Roman Period are of the highest interest. The
hill was probably only temporarily occupied during early
historic times, and its purely military Roman occupation is
regarded as being of short duration,—just before the middle
of the first century a.p., though there is evidence of Romano-
British occupation until the end of the Roman dominion of
Britain.

Early in 1923 an Excavation Committee was formed, con-
sisting of Dr. R. Hensleigh Walter, r.s.a. (Chairman), Dr. A.
Bulleid, r.s.a., Capt. E. A. B. Clive, Sir W. Boyd Dawkins,
¥.R.S., Dr. H. Downes, r.L.s., the Rev. Preb. J. Hamlet, Mr.
Walter (now Sir Walter) Peacock (Secretary of the Duchy), the
Rev. Dr. Price, ¥.s.A., Sivr Hercules Read, 1r.n., Mr. Reginald
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A. Smith, ¥.s.a., and the writer who acted as Secretary and
Treasurer and directed the excavations in the field.

The excavations began on Tuesday, May 15th. 1923, and
continued until June 2nd: and were resumed on Tuesday,
July 17th, in anticipation of the visit of H.R.H. the Prince of
Wales on the occasion of his tour of the Duchy of Cornwall
property in Somerset. The Prince visited the excavations on
July 19th,! and the work was carried on till Wednesday,
July 25th.

The whole of this work will not be described in the first
report. It is not proposed to deal with the excavations at
“ Ham Turn ” on the s.w. side of the northern spur (Cuttings
IX and X) until further examination of this area has heen
carried out (probably in the autumn of 1925).

ITI. Excavatioxs ox THE N.W. SipE or THE NORTHERN
SPUR.

Chiefly at the instigation of Dr. Walter the first part of the
excavations conducted in 1923 was devoted to the lower part
of the slope of the northern spur of Ham Hill on the x.w. side.

In a lecture given by Dr. Walter W. Walter in 1890 he said,
“ Close by the * New Cut * was a Roman burying-ground where
skeletons had been found lying in rows pointing ~. and s, and
not B. and w. as we bury our dead.”

‘New Cut’ is not marked as such on the 6-inch Ordnance
Sheet, No. LXXXII, s.w., but it is represented by ° Cart
Track ’ in the accompanying plan of this area.” Owing to
Dr. W. W. Walter’s statement excavations were made on both
sides of the * New Cut ’ in the hope of finding some traces of

1. The Prince of Wales was accompanied by the Marquess of Bath, x.c.
(Lord-Lieutenant of Somerset), Admiral Sir Lionel Halsey, Sir CGodirey
Thomas, and Mr. Walter Peacock.

2. The Director-General of the Ordnance Survey kindly gave information
that the magnetic variation, at Ham Hill, Stoke-under-Ham, for May 1923,
might be taken as 14° 50" west of true north, decreasing about 0° 11" annually.
“ Owing to loeal irregularities, this value for the magnetic variation might
conceivably be wrong by as much as 30, but it is in all probability within 107
or so of the real value.”
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the supposed burial-ground. To the east of this position and
higher up the hillside,—in fact fairly near to the summit of the
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PLAN OF THE TRIAL-EXCAVATIONS NEAR THE FOOT OF THE SLOPE
OF THE NORTHERN SPUR OF HAM HILL ON THE N.W.SIDE, MAY [923.
H.ST.CEORGE GRAY, MUNEET DL, 923

hill,—the ordnance sheet records, ° Skeletons found a.p.
1866.” So that there was some reasonable expectation that
_ burials—even a cemetery—might be found in this locality ;
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of the remains were discovered, and below this brown earth.
Mixed with these soils was a large number of Ham Hill stone
slabs including several which measured 3ft. in length.

The numbered © finds * from this cutting are as follows :—

B 4. TImplement formed from a tibia of sheep. worked and
highly polished.! Found on the surface of the black earth.

B 5. Metatarsus of sheep, perforated longitudinally at the
proximal end, length 125mm.* Found as B 4. (Stature of
animal at shoulder 1ft. 1lins.).

E 13. Two scales of a cuirass or lorica, bronze (one being
tinned). in poor condition ; the better preserved scale not
sufficiently complete for accurate measurement. Found in
black mould, depth 1-5ft.°

On the x. spur of the hill a large portion of a lorica consisting
of 301 scales was discovered in 1911, and another large piece
and other scattered scales have also been found on the hill.*

E 14, Flat dise of bronze, diam. 18-5mm., with central
rivet projecting from one face; perhaps part of a button.
Found in black mould, depth 1-6ft.

E 15. Ornamental °handle’ of bronze, length 42mm.,
probably used opposite a similar one for attachment to the
rim of a bronze bowl, to which it could be fastened by means
of an iron rivet ; traces of such a rivet are clearly seen in the
centre of the disc (especially at the back).” The disc was
probably enamelled ; Roman. Found thrown out, and
picked up by the writer. Figured in Plate XTII.

A precisely similar object, slightly longer, was found on this
part of the hill in 1912.°

E 16. Ornament of rather thin bronze, length 38mm. ;

1. See type, *° Glastonbury Lake Village,”” p. 419.

2. Type * D,” * Glastonbury Lake Village.” pp. 422, 424.

3. The depths given in this paper represent the vertical depth measured
from the surface of the turf.

4.  The chief literature on the subject will be found in Proc. Som. Arch. Soc.,
XLVIII, ii, 31-33; LVI (1910), ii, 56-57; LVIIL (1911), i, 117-118. Also
see illustrations, Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., XXXII, i, Plate ii, and V. . H.
Somerset, 1, 296, fig. 63.

5. Figured in Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., LXIX, Plate xi, and p. 52. For some-
what similar hooks for suspension of bowls see Romilly Allen’s paper in
Areheeologia, LVI, 39-56.
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although now bent in the form of a hook, it was probably not
used for such a purpose. One of the ornamented discs re-
mains ; formerly there was another in the position of the
perforation. Found in dark brown mould, depth 1-5ft.
Figured in Plate XTII.

L 1. Two pins of iron, one belonging to a fibula. In black
earth.

I 2. Fibula of plain form (length 55-5mm.). pin detached ;
probably 1st century A.p. In black earth. depth 2ft.

[ 3. Pointed implement of iron. length 2%ins.: also iron
chizel, damaged, length 2}ins. In black earth.

I 7and I9. Two spear- or lance-heads of iron. much longer
than any similar implements found on Ham Hill. Although
the shorter, I 7, is socketed, the greater part of the shaft is
solid and the socket comparatively short. whereas in the longer
specimen the hammered-over socket extends from the base of
the blade to the butt where the ext. diam. is 25mm. (lin.),
and the °split * is open to the extent of 6:5mm. I 7 is prob-
ably broken at the butt as well as having its point missing ;
I 9 is complete in its length, which is 464mm. (18}ins.).

L9, in spite of the split socket, probably belongs to the
Early Iron Age, but I 7 may be of the early Roman period ;
Roman specimens are, however, rare in the south. In these
remarks. Mr. Reginald Smith, r.s.A.. concurs.

Found, L7 depth 1ft., I 9 depth 1-8ft. on the old turf line
under the inner slope of the vallum. Figured in Plate XIII.

I 16. Javelin-head of iron with flat blade and plain socket,
present length 111mm. (4¢ins.) : of a type rather common on
the hill. Figured in Plate XTIII.

117. Fibula, complete, length 61mm., of typical Romano-
British form. Depth 2ft. ) ‘

K 1. Piece of a lathe-turned bowl, or vase, of Kimmeridge
shale. ornamented with a raised cordon : thickness of vessel
9:2mm. Depth 2ft.

Vessels of shale of Late-Celtic and Roman date are not very
frequently met with. A piece with cordon was found at the
Meare Lake Village in 1910 (K 5). and part of a shale vessel
was found at the Glastonbury Lake Village (K 27. Plate Lxvir
and p. 205 of that work).
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P 10.  Portion of the rim and base of a Roman lamp of fine
earthenware, with concave upper surface ornamented with
traces of a raised design. Found under the edge of the * tip °
of a quarry, depth 1ft. below the turf covered by the * tip.’

Besides the numbered * finds® several iron nails and a large
amount of Roman and Romano-British pottery was found in-
cluding many fragments of large, thick grey vessels, several picces
of thin cream-coloured Roman pottery, the perforated base of a
pot perhaps used as a honey-strainer, two small dises of pottery,
and a piece of lerra sigillata (first century): also some pieces of
pre-Roman pottery (one at least of Hallstatt type), and a lump of
finger-marked clay. There were also several objects of stone, in-
cluding a flint hammerstone, broken whetstone, plain disc of Ham
stone, another (diam. about 2%ins.) with one smooth face and hole
highly polished,! half a rotary quern of high outline (Q 4) —the
top of which was only 0'5ft. below the surface,—and part of a
saddle-quern (Q 3). A large grooved stone was also found on the s.
margin of the cutting close to a similar stone—maybe two parts
of one object ; the groove was rather shallow and tapered from
a max. width of Gins. at one end to 5ins. at the other.

V. Excavarions ix THE East Varrey, Corrive XII.

Cutting XIT was about 750ft. x. of the * Prince of Wales
Hotel.” and nearly as far south of the ¢ Frying Pan.” The x.%.
corner was 167ft. s. of the middle of a presumably ancient (?)
entrance through the inner vallum, and 120ft. from the top of
the incurved vallum on the s. side of the entrance. The .
margin of the cutting ran along the foot of the inner slope of
the vallum on the E. side of the n. spur. Near this position a
number of interesting specimens belonging to the Walter
Collection had been found from time to time, but no proper
record of their position had been kept.

The work in this situation was begun on July 17th and con-
tinued until July 25th-—the area measuring 31ft. x. and s. by

1. Two articles on the subject of stone dises, many of which ave per-
forated, are: Proc. Soc. Antig. Lond., XXI, pp. 456-461 (with illustrations),
on Dises from the West Moors, near Buttern Hill, Altarnon, B. Cornwall :
and Proe. Soe. Antig. Seot., XXXVIL, pp. 166-177 (with three plates), on
perforated Discs from the Garioch, Aberdeenshire, by J. Graham Callander.
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E 8. Band of thin bronze, width 13-5mm., well patinated
and ornamented with seven repoussé dots-and-circles:; of
Late-Celtic type. Found at the foot of the interior slope of
the vallum, depth 1-7ft. on the old turf line. Figured in
Plate XIII.

E 9. E 10, E 12. Four pieces of bronze bordering, or binding ;
E 9 and E 10 are long pieces ; E 12, two short fragments.
Depth from 1ft. to 1-2ft.

E 11. Rivet-head of bronze, dome-shaped. diam. 12-5mm.,
height 8mm. ; similar to others found on the hill and many
dozens from the Lake Villages." Depth 1ft.

E 17. Bow and catch-plate of bronze fibula, tinned, length
59mm.: Roman. It has been rather badly bent and dis-
torted.

F 6. Arrowhead of flint, barbed and tanged. and of fine
workmanship : length 25mm. (1in.) ; across the barbs, 15mm. ;
thickness 4-2mm.; weight 1-11 grammes. Depth 1-8ft., in
mixed mould and stones. Figured in Plate X1IT.

F 7. Flint scraper. Depth 1-6ft.

I 4. Fibula of iron, length 52-3mm., of a common Romano-
British type, and similar to I 17 (Cutting X1). Depth 1ft.

I 5. Part of an iron knife, or sickle. Depth 1-3ft.

1 6. Half a horse’s snaffle-bit (one of two ‘links ’), length
68mm. (2§ins.); the thicker enlargement is the outer part of
the bit through the perforation of which the loose ring (for
bridle) was inserted.” Figured in Plate XITI.

This specimen was found in a small pit, called “ Hole I,”
on the N. margin of the cutting, associated with various other
objects of Late-Celtic character. The pit was 2ft. in diam.
at top: max. depth from surface to bottom of hole, 2-5ft.
Besides the specimens below mentioned the pit was filled with
much burnt material and earth. but no charcoal of sufficient
size to identify.

1. “ Glastonbury Lake Village,” several ficured in Plate XLIII, and pp.
234-235.

2. This * Late-Celtic type ” has been found elsewhere, notably in the
Glastonbury Lake Village and several other sites of the Prehistoric Tron Age.
(** Glastonbury Lake Village,”” Plate LXII, and pp. 378-380, and 389-390,
where full references are given).









