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BY THE REV. G. A. A. WlUGHT, M.A. 

THE whole subject of Masons' Marks is in need of investigation. 
This can best pe done by recording the marks to be found not 
only on our great Cathedral and Abbey Churches but also on 
the P arish Churches. It is not generally realized h ow often 
they are t o be found on t he stones of quite small village 
churches. A few local village churches show marks identical 
with those on the Cathedral ; these will be found recorded in 
footnotes. 

An interesting paper 'Ancient Masons' Marks', by 
H. V. Overfield, M.I.C.E., City Engineer of Salisbury (1930-6), 
and now Borough Engineer of Scarborough, was published 
in the Wiltshire A rclvmological and Natural History Magazine, 
vol. lii, No. clxxxvii (Dec. 1947). Many marks, a number of 
them similar to those in this paper, from Old Sarum, Salisbury 
Cathedral and the Clo.se vVall, Winchester Cathedral, Romsey 
Abbey, Christchurch Priory, Lichfield Cathedral and Worcester 
Cathedral are figured. 

A few facts emerge from the examination of the marks in 
Wells CathedJ:al. They wern certainly cut on the ' banker ' ; 
they are frequently upside down and occasionally occur in 
positions in which it would have been impossible to cut them 
in situ, being partially covered by a shaft or other protrudi1ig 
m ember. They were not cut on every stone, whole acres of 
plain walling are without m arks. Their frequency varies with 
the centuries. On Bishop Reginald's earlier work they are 
not found, they are rare on the ground floor of the Transepts 
but become common in the Triforium and Clearstory. 

It is significant that whereas the first five piers, counting 
from the central tower, of the north nave arcade show no 
m arks and the south arcade or:ily one, the sixth pair, the last 
to be erected in Reginald's day, show three on the north and 
four on the south. Moreover of the next pair, the first of 
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124 The Masons' Marks on Wells Cathedral Chiirch 

LOCATIONS OF THE MARKS (the numbers r efer to t he numbered 
marks on the opposite page) 

[Reginald F itz-Joselin (1174-1191)] 
Cnom [None] 
NoR·rn TRANSEPT-Ground Floor: Stair, 1- 3 ; East, 4; 

West, 5. Triforium : North , 6; West, 7, 8. Clearstory: 
East, 9; West, 10- 12.1 

SoU'.l'H TRANSEPT-Ground Floor: Stair, 13- 20 2 ; South, 21-
23; West, 24, 25. Triforium : East, 26- 32; South, 33, 
34; West , 35- 37. Clearstory: East , 38- 40. 

NAVE, NORTH-Ground Floor: Stair to N. Porch , 41, 42; 
Arcade, Bays I - V [None], Bay VI, 43- 45.3 Triforium : 
Bay I, 46 ; Bay II, 47-49; Bay III, 50- 53; Flying 
Buttress, 54; BayIV, 55- 61 ; Flying Buttress, 62; BayV, 
63, 64 ; Flying Buttre_ss, 65- 67. Clearstory : Bay I , 68 ; 
Bay II, 69- 77 4 ; Bay III, 78- 84 ; Bay IV, 85- 87. 

NAVE, SOUTH-Ground Floor: Bays I - III [None] ; Bay IV, 
88 (external) ; Bay V, 89 (interna l) ; 90, 91 (external); 
Bay VI, 92-95 (internal); 96- 98 (external). Triforium : 
Bay I [None]; Flying Buttress, 99 ; Bay II, 100-103 ; 
Flying Buttress, 104 ; Bay III, 105-108; Bay IV, 109-
117 ; Flying Buttress, 118; Bay V, 119-123 ; Flying 
Buttress, 124. Clearstory : Bay I, 125- 130; Bay II, 131-
133; Bay III, 134- 139 ; Bay IV, 140, Hl. 

[Joselin of W ells (1206- 1242)] 
NAVE, NORTH- Ground Floor: Bay VII, 142- 146 5 ; Bay VIII, 

147 ; Bay I X, 148 . T riforium : Bay VI, 149- 158; 
Bay VII, 159. Clearstory : Bay V, 160; Bay VI, 161, 
162 ; Bay VII, 163 ; Bay VIII, 164 ; Bay IX, 165 ; 
Bay X, 166. 

NAVE, SouTH-Ground Floor : Bay VII, 167- 175 6 ; Bay VIII, 
176 ; Bay IX, 177- 179; Bay X, 180. Triforium : Bay VI, 
181 ; Bay VII, 182 ; Bay VIII, 183 ; Bay IX, 184. 
Clearstory: Bay V, 185- 187 ; Bay VI, 188, 189; Bay 
VII, 190. 

1 No. 12 on work of repair of the Towe r in the fourteenth century. 
2 No. 15 occurs at N unn ey. 
3 No. 44 occurs at l\folls. 
• No. 75 occurs in B ris tol Cath edr a l Lady Chapel. 
6 No. 145 occut·s in King's College Chap el, Cambridge. 
• No. 170 ocoUl's at TTowbridg•J. 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

R ,<»-~I<. /#\ I-ER 1P -h •I• VAY/... V ++ 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 

5<:P-P':,E X *'11 /f\~+x-+ i t x x X 
33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 

~x+..fi~-4 ~x~x+~ni~C>(Y<X; 
·-----✓ ---------·-

49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 

q-- r L,<1-- ~ E -~ x r 1' v1 g~x 
62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 7 1 72 73 74 75 

76 77 78 79 80 8 1 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

~ □+~tr c:- lf 4-- N VI X\M f N X-
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 

-t "'~~L\-Mf>q.QO+Q:1$<1--~ i 
106 107 108 109 110 11 1 112 113 114 115 116 117 118 119 120 

+w'fl~?< wN-2<. "R 1'*4-1'""R +w 
12 1 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134 135 136 

N~~<IAV+$~v1' 4 w+ 
137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 

Ci $~<1~ (I~!J -V"j-ct-~.a 4--4 -

151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158' 159 160 161 162 163 164 

<I 4 =0 .J,,~. ,v ~a A~ &:---□++ 
165 166 167 168 169 170 171 172 173 174 175 176 177 

Fig. 1. 
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[Joselin of Wells (contd.)] 

WEST FRoNT- N. W . Tower: 191- 1D3 ( inte rnal ); 194 
( e xtc rn,d). 

C EN'l'RAL TOWER- Lantern : 195-214.7 

[Robert B urnell (1275- 1292)] 
UNDERCROFT- E xt,erior: 215- 217_. 

I nterior: 218. 

[William of March (1293- 1302)] 
L ADY C HAPEL and ADJOINING CHAJ?ELs-Exterior: 219-231.8 

I nterior: 232-241.9 

St. Mary's R eredos : 242 
CHom E XTENSIOK-North: 243- 245. 

Smtth: 246- 252.10 

CHOIB S CREEN : 253. 
C HAPTER HOUSE : 254-270. 

[John Harewell (1366- 1386)] 
C OMPLETION OF S.W. TowER [B y legacy] : 271- 279. 

[Nicholas B ubwith (1407- 1425)] 
. COMPLETION OF N.W. TOWER [By l egacy]: 280- 316.11 

BUBWI'l'H'S CHANTRY CHAPEL : 317. 
CLOISTERS- East W allc : 318- 331.12 

[Thomas B eckington (1443- 1465)] 
CLOISTERS- W est Walle: 332-346.13, 14 

CHAIN GATE: 347- 36:!. 15 , 16 

BISHOP'S GATE: 365- 368. 
BISHOP'S BARN : 369-386. 

7 No . 205 occms at Hinton St. George. 
• No. 230 occm-s at Glastonbury C1·ypt. 
9 No . 239 occurs at Hinton St. George. 

10 No. 246 occm·s at Hinton St. George and Norton sub Hamdon. 
11 N o. 281 .occurs at Publow. 
12 No. 329 occw·s at H inton S t. George and Norton sub Hamdon. 
1 3 No. 340 occurs at Norton sub H amdon. 
14 No. 341 occtu·s at East Harptree. 
1 5 No. 357 occurs at Hinton St. George. 
1 6 No. 364 occu1·s at King's College, Cambridge. 
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/\XZ wtr~NIXI~ 
191 192 193 194 195 196 197 198 199 200 201 202 203 204 205 

V 
206 207 208 209 210 2 11 212 213 214 215 216 217 2 18 

I~ -1' ~7~r/ ➔ +X"-?IJN ~ 
219 220 221 222 223 224 225 226 227 228 229 230 23 1 232 233 

~ ~4 ~ r\C( r><f 0€C > 
234 235 236 237 238 239 240 24 1 242 243 244 245 246 247 248 249 

"XD ,f--6) J_ t--f 
250 251 252 253 254 255 256 257 258 259 260 261 262 263 264 265 

.&<f-~4-1 X [!iJ o/ ~ IX\ K 
266 267 268 269 270 271 272 273 274 275 276 277 278 279 280 281 

b l,~4\~~rf-'1-1 f'*Art- J J' '1 rr' 
282 283 284 285 286 287 288 289 290 291 292 293 294 295 296 297 

+ 
314 3 15 

~ 1, :n*+ 6.i m ++ x-1. ~ -ir 
316 317 318 319 320 321 322 323 324 325 326 327 328 329 

330 331 332 333 334 335 336 337 338 339 340 341 342 343 344 345 

J: ~ ::t 349 ~ ! 352 ~~3? 3~ ~~t:·! 
NJt N"1:Hl='i*~ .& 1t~ Z VI sl: 
361 362 363 364 365 366 367 368 369 370 371 372 373 374 375 

376 377 378 379 380 381 382 383 384 385 386 

F ig. 2. 
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Joselin's work, twelve and nineteen stones are marked. This 
suggests that the mason s were allowed or encouraged to 
put their marks on the beginning and end of their undertakings, 
possibly to m ark the junction of their work with that of their 
predecessors and successors. This theory is strengthened by 
the existence of a group of seven on the south-west pier of the 
Lady Chapel which may well have been the last member of 
the Chapel to be erected. There are no visible marks on the 
corresponding pier on t he north-west. It is interesting to note 
that one of these marks occurs also on the reredos of the Lady 
Chapel, showing that the reredos is contemporary with the 
chapel and probably in its rightful position. 

In t he fifteenth century marks became more numerous but 
in a somewhat spasmodic way . Harewell's western tower 
shows comparatively few, whereas Bubwith's is very prolific. 
They are not evident on the vault of Bubwith's cloister , 
probably because they are. covered by th e plaster and whitewash 
which so largely survive, but they are to be seen on the library 
stair and on the soffits of the openings on the ground floor. 
In Beckington 's west walk almost every stone of the webbing 
of the vault shows a mark wherever the colourwash has flaked 
off. On the other h and n one are visible on Treasurer Harris's 
South walk erected in 1507. 

Marks often help in dating buildings ; the incidence of 
the broad bladed arrowhead on the Bishops' Barn and in the 
L ady Chapel suggest s that the barn is of the first quarter of 
the fourteenth century. 

In the following list the marks h ave been arranged as far 
as possible in chronological order. The numbering of the bays 
is from the central tower outward. 


