ENTOMOLOGICAL SUB-SECTION

RECORDER’s NoTES, 1954-1955

LEPIDOPTERA (BUTTERFLIES AND MoOTHS),
1954

Memories of “ bad " weather are inclined to linger much longer
than those of the ““ good,” and so 1954 will be long remembered,
particularly by field naturalists. Apart from April, most of the
months were very wet and lacking in sunshine, in fact the year’s
total of 1,538 hours bright sunshine at Bickenhall was the lowest
on record. Add to this the persistently low maximum tempera-
tures, and one does get a miserable picture. The highest tempera-
ture recorded was 76 deg., and surely one must go back many years
to find a maximum below 80.

January—the first three weeks were very mild, but the last
week very cold : both rainfall and sunshine were somewhat below
normal. The only record of note was a further specimen of Exapate
congelatella.

February started with snow and severe frost, but became milder
towards the end : sunshine was near the normal. Among the usual
early moths at light was a single Phigalia pilosaria, (Pale Brindled
Beauty).

March was exceptionally wet with heavy snow in the early part :
in spite of this, sunshine was slightly above the average. Apart
from the few early butterflies, nothing of interest was reported.

April in most parts of the county was the driest and the sunniest
for over 30 years, but the clear skies gave very cold nights, which
delayed the appearance of many of the spring months. Xylomyges
conspicillaris (Silver Cloud), Orthosia miniosa (Blossom Under-
wing) and Lycia hirtaria (Brindled Beauty) were well out before
the end of the month.

May was on the whole a dull and cold month, with sunshine
only about 85%, of the normal. It was gratifying to see a large
increase in the numbers of Hemearis lucina (The Duke of Bur-
gundy) in woods near Taunton. The light-traps were taken “* out
of hybernation,” and among the small catches were Notodonta
anceps (Great Prominent), Polyploca ridens (Frosted Green), the
immigrant . Nomophila noctuella and Semioscopis steinkel-
Ineriana. Chesias rufata (Broom-tip) was taken at North
Petherton, last reported from Weston-super-Mare in 1952.
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130 Entomological Sub-Section

The summer weather went on for most of September, and the
migrant species continued to be reported: Herse convolvuli
(Convolvulus Hawk) and Acherontia atropos (Death’s Head
Hawk) were taken at Cannington (R. C.), and further Vestal Moths
were seen at Cannington (R. C.), Bridgwater (N. H.) and Minehead.
Cirrhia gilvago (Dusky-lemon Sallow) came to'light at North
Curry (€. C. C): ‘

October was rather cold, but migrants still occurred from time to
time : another coastal species Eumichtis lichenea (Feathered
Ranunculus) was taken at light at Taunton (E. G. N.), and several
Dasypolia templi (Brindled Ochre) at Weston-super-Mare (C. S.
H. B.): the “ Plume " Platyptilia acanthodactyla came to light
at Bickenhall.

November produced two contrasts—the first half was very wet,
and the second half very dry, with northerly winds and frequent
frosts. Operophtera brumata (Winter Moth) was much in
evidence, and Plusia gamma (Silver Y) was about until 12th.

December was very wet at first, then dry with much sunshine.
Apart from the usual Winter Moths and December Moths, there
was nothing of great interest, but on the last day of the year
another specimen of Exapate congelatella came to the lighted
window at Bickenhall.

A. H. TURNER,

Recorder.












134 Coleoptera (Beetles)

Hylesinus crenatus (F.). Buncombe Woods, under ash bark,
September. Rather uncommon, but sometimes abundant
where it occurs. Previously recorded from Long Ashton,
between 1914-16, C. T. Gimingham (Ent. Mon. Mag. 55),
and Turf Moors near Shapwick, June 1933, C. Morley.

Hylurgops palliatus (Gyll.). Minchead, under pine bark,
August. Local. Previously recorded from Stratton-on-
Fosse district, between 1931-32. A. A. Allen (Ent. Mon.
Mag. 71). '

Dryocoetes villosus (F.). Minehead, under bark of old
chestnut stump, September. Fairly common in the south,
rarer further north. Previously recorded from Dunster,
under cak barlk, April 1919, J. E. Boack (Ent. Mon. Mag.55).

*Onthotomicus laricis (F.). Minehead, under pine back,
August. Local.

W. A. WiLson,

Recorder.

1955

The year gave a very promising start and several uncommon
beetles were taken during May and June, but when the dry weather
set in about the middle of July, there was a steady decline in the
beetle population. This became more marked as the period of
drought was prolonged.

The following species have been selected from the total captures
as being of unusual interest or of local occurrence.

*Indicates new County records, so far as is known.

CARABIDAE
*Acupalpus luridus (Dej.).lMinehead, numerous under cut
= exiguus (Dej.). f reeds and at roots ‘of grass near
brackish pond, April. Rather local. Apparently not re-
corded from the extreme North of England.
Bembidion unicolor (Chaud.). Minehead, on edge of
brackish pond, April. Local.

SILPHIDAE
*Ptomaphagus subvillosus (Goez). | Minehead, fairly com-
var. sericatus (Chaud.). [ mon in carrion and old
bones, the variety being quite as plentiful as the type form.
May and July. Local.









