
J.l!)att of a l))oatn of lRoman Qtoing founn on 
~annfotn IJ)ill, ~ ometget. 

BY H. S'l' . GEORGE GR AY . 

T VVENTY years ago the coins below described passed 
through my hands, and while in my possession I made 

a full record of them. They were about the same time (in 
1904) purchased from the owner by the late Lt.-Colonel J. R. 
Bramble, F.S.A., an Hon. Secretary of the Somersetshire 
Arch. and Nat. Hist. Society, and President at the Weston­
super-Mare Meeting in 1905. 

These coins were not sold at the sale of Colonel Hramble's 
coins at Sotheby, Wilkinson and Hodge's rooms on 25th 
November, 1908; neither have t hey been traced since his 
death . B ut they are decidedly interesting, and on that 
account are p laced upon record here. 

At my suggestion a few years ago, the Rev. C. S. Taylor, 
• F .S.A.., of Banwell Vicarage, obtained some information with 
regard to the discovery of these coins from Mr. George Rieb , 
of Newport, I sle of Wight, who stated t hat his father, who 
died about 1878, was once testing Sandford Hill for ore, when 
t he labourer who accompanied him drove his pick into a pot 
of coins. F urther sear9h revealed three crocks in all ; of these 
the workman had one pot, and Mr. Rich two. Unfortunately, 
George R ich does not know exactly on what part of the h ill 
his father made t he discovery. 

On t he death of the elder Mr . R ich , the coins were divided 
am ong his three sons, an d a few years ago George was st ill in 
possession of the coins-abou t SL"Xty-fi.ve-which fell to his 
share. 
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Another son , Frank Rich, who died abo ut 1904, sold a few 
of his coins t o the la te Lord Winterstoko (then Sir W. H. 
Wills), and it is almost certain that the remainder of his share 
are the fifty-four coins here described. 

They consist of twenty- ix Denarii of silver, and twenty ­
eight Antoniniani1 of billon.~ and cover the period A.D. 193 to 
A .D. 267. 

'I'he Denarii are as follows :­
Septimius Severns, A.D. 193-211 

~o. of Coins 
of each. 

Elagabalus, A.D. 218- 222 
Julia Mamaea, mother of Severns Alexander, d . 235 
Gordianus III (Pius), A.D. 238- 244 
Philippus, father, A.D. 244-249 
Otacilia, wife of Philippus 
Philippus, son , A.D. 244- 249 
Trajanus Decius, A.D . 249-251 
Etruscilla, wife of Trajanus Decius 
Herennius, son of T ra janus Decius, A.D . 249-251 
Trebonianus Gallus, A.D. 252- 2.34 
~ milianus. A .D. 253-254 

The A ntoninictni are as follows :­
Sa,lonjnus, son of Gallienus, A.D. 253-259 
Valerianus, father, A.D. 254-260 
Gallionus, A .D . 254- 268 
Salonina, wife of Gallienus 
Valerianus, son , died A.D. 268 
Postumus, A.D . 259- 267 

l 

l 

9 
4 

:2 
:2 

l 
1 
2 
1 

26 

14 

:28 

l. The Antoniniunus w,is introduced by Caraculla, A . o. J96-217. lts 
vulue is n ot, quite certain- p e rhaps a denurius and a half. It g rad ually 
ousted the denar ius from circu lation (see Prof. C. Oman's article in Num. 
Ghron., 191 G, p . 37). 

2. -:. Billon is an a lloy of silver, wi th copper , tin, or o thee base me tal , in 
which the latter predominates. 
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~o. l 

- , 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

DENARII. 

Emperor. etc . 
I 

-1 

I No. in Obver ~e. Reverse. 

SEPTIMIUS 
SEVERUS 

~ 
( L.l SEPT. SEV. / P ROVI DENTIA I '392 
PERT. AVG. AVG. r roviden co I 
IMP. Vl(I I). Lau - / stand ingto l.,hold-
reat ed h. to r . ing a wand a nd a 
(S t ruc k ,,.u. 197). scept re; a t her 

feet , a globe. 

ELAGABALUS IMP. A NTO N· (P.M . TR .) P.V. j 
I NVS P I VS. COS. 1111. P.P. 
A VG. L a nroated Elagabalus stand- I 
and dra ped h. t o r. ing to J., sacrific-
(Struck A .D. 222). ing upon an a l t ar I 

adorned an d kind-
led . holding a 

in I. h. Jn field , 
a star . 

b r,rnch of cyp ress I 

JULIA MAMAEAI IVLl~AMAEA. 
I VNO C ( ON) -
SE RVA TRIX. 

I 
Bus t to r. J u n o di a d e m ed 

a nd v eilecl s tand-
ing t o I. , holcling 
a p atera and a 
scep t re ; at h er 

I. feet, a p eacock. 

GORDIANUS III IMP . CAES. AEQVITAS AVG. 
GORD I ANVS E q uity 

Ditto 

standing 
PI V S AVG. to J., h olding a 
Rael i a t ecl bus t balance a ncl a 
to r. cornucopin. 
(St ruck A .D. 239). 

I 
I MP. GORDI· AE TE RN ITAT I 
A N V S P I V S AV G. The s un 
FEL. AVG . l s t a ndiug to I. , 

, R a diated h. to r . r a dia t ed, semi-
nude, raising r. h . 

j a nd hold ing a g lobe 

213 

35 

22 

41 

* "Desc1·iption Historique d es :i.\Ionnaies frappees sous )'Empire R om an," 
by H . Cohen, 2nd edit. 
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Empe ror , o tc. Obve rse. No. in 
Cohen. 

- ----- - - - - - --- - - ------ --- -

GORDIANUS III 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

DiLLo 

I M P . CA E S . M . 
AN T . G OR DI ­
AN V S AVG. 
Radia locl b us t 
tor. 

As No. 5. 

As No. G. 
(Str uck A.D. 239). 

As No. 5. 

As No. 5. 

As Ko. 5. 
(St.ruck A.n. 242). 

I OVI CONSERV­
A T OR ) J upite r. 
nude, standing lo 
I. , with his cloak 
spread behind him, 
holding a thund er ­
bolt and a sceptre; 
Rt h is s ide, Gord ian 
standing. 

J ,ov1 S T A T O RI . 
Jupiter, standing 
t o front look ing 
to r., ho lding a 
scept r e a nd a 
t h undorbol t. I 
LIB ER A L ITA S 
A V G 11. Libor­
ality s tanding to 
I. , h olding a tcs­
ser a a n d double 
cornueopiae . 

P .M . T CR.) P . Ill(?) 
I cos. II . P . P . 
Apollo, semi-nu clo, 
seatod to I., h old­
ing n branoh of 
la urel and leaning 
o n a lyre. 

PR O V I D . AVG . 
Providence s tand-

I ing to I. , p o in ting 
to a globe a t h e ,· 
feet with A. wand, 
and h o ldin g a 
scep tre. 

V ICTO R I A A E - 1 
TERNA. Victor y 

1 
standing to I. , lean ­
ing upon a buckle r 
an d holdin g a 
p a lm ; undo,.· the 
buckler , a captive. 

105 

109 

130 

237 

296 

353 



90 Roman Coins found on Sandfin-d H ill, Somerset. 

Xo.l Emperor, e tc. Obverse. 

12 GORDIANUS III I As No. 6. 

13 I PHILIPPUS 
(father) 

Ditto 

15 Ditto 

16 Ditto 

17 I OTACILIA 

18 I PHILIPPUS 
(son) 

I MP. M . I VL. 
P HI L I PPVS 
AVG. Radiated 
bust t o r. 

Ditto 

As N o. 13. 

As No. 13. 

I
M. OTAC I L. 
SEV E RA AVG. 
Diadomed bus t 
to r., with cres-
cent below. 

M. IV L . PHIL­
I PPVS CAES. 
R a diated and 
d raped bust to r . 

Reverse. 

I 

No. in 
Cohen . 

I VI R T VS AVG. 
l\fnrs s t a nding to 

, left, holding an 

383 

olive-branch and a 
spear ; a t his feet, 
to I. , a buckler. 

FID E S MILIT. 
Fidelity s tanding 
to I., holding t wo 
ensigns. 

55 

Ditto 55 

ROMAE AETER- 1 165 
NA E. R ome sea t - I 
ed to I., h 0lding a 
Vic tory a nd a 
spear; at hor s ido, 
a buckler. 

V ICTOR IA AVG. 227 
Victory m arching 
to r., and holding 
a crown and a 
p a lm. 

CONCORDIA I 
AV G G . Conco,·d 

1

. 

seated to l., hold­
ing a p a te ra and 
do~bl e oo r nu - ' [ 
copiae. 

I OVI CONSER­
VA_T. Jupiter, 
nude, s tanding to 
I. , cloak upon I. 
sh ouldo1·, holding 
a thunder bolt nnd 
a sceptre. 

4 

13 



No. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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Empnror , o tc. Obverse. R everse. 
No. in 
Coh en. 

- - --- - ---'---- ---- - --- -------

PHILIPPUS 
(son) 

TRAJANUS 
DECIUS 

Ditto 

ETRUSCILLA 

HERENNIUS 

TREBONIANUS 
GALLUS 

I MP. PHILIP­
PVS A VG. Bust 

· radiated, draped 
1 and c ui1>assecl, 

to r . 
(Struck A.D . 248). 

LIB ERALl(TASl 
A VGG. 111. Philip 
(the fathe r) and I 
his son seated to I. , 
on a curnle chair; 
Philip I , wh o is I 
on " l e premier 
plan," h olds a 
sh ol't sceptre . 

I 
IMP . C . M.Q. GENIVSEXERC. I 
TRA I A NVS ILLYRICIANI. 
DECIVS AVG. I Genius,semi-nu de, I 

I Bust radiated, I with modius on h., 

I
' draped and cu ir- standing to I., sac- ' 

assed, tor. I rifi c ing upon a 
kindled alta r, and 
holding a cornu­

' cop ia ; to 1., a 
military ensign. 

As No. 20. I VBERITAS AVG . 
I BLts(, radiated I Fertility, stan d ing 
and cuirassed, to I., h olding a 
t o r. pw·se and a cornu-

1 copia . I 
HER. ETRV.S- [ PVDICITIA AVG. i 
CILLA AVG . Pudi.city standing I 
Diademed bust to !. , raising h er 
to r., with cres- veil, and holding a 
cent. I transverse sceptt-e. 

I Q . HER. ETR. I PRI NC I PI IV­
MES. DECIVS VEN TVT IS . 

' NOB. C. Radi - Apollo, semi-nude, 
i ated bust to r. 

1 

seated to J. , hold­
ing a branch of 
laurel, and leaning 

I on a ly re . 

IMP. CAE. C. 
V IB . TREB . 
GALLVS AVG. 

I :.:;~~ t:~t, ~~\~ 

AETERNI TA S 
AVGG. Eternity, I 
d iademed, stand- 1 
ing to I., h olding a 

globe surmounted I 
by a ph renix, and 
raising her robe. 

17 

56 

105 

17 

20 

13 
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Ko. I 

25 

]~mporo1·, et~. Obverse. I No. in 
Cohen. 

TREBONIANUS IMP. c .c . V IB. PIETAS AVGG. 1 
TR EB. GAL· Piety standing to 

GALLUS I L VS AVG . Ra- I., near a kindled I 
cliated and dra- I a ltar·, rnising both 
ped bust. to r. her hands. 

88 

26 I }El\11LlANUS IMP. AEMILI· 
ANVS PIV S 
FEL. A V G . R a­
d iated a nd dra­
ped bust, to , .. 

MAR TI PAC IF. 
;\Jars marching lo 
I., h olding an olive 
branch in r .h., and 
in the 1. a buckler 
and spear. 

22 

Rm pc-r·or·, etc. 

l SALONl US 

2 Ditto 

3 Ditto 

ANTONINIANI. 

Obve rse. R everse. I :T"o. in 
Cohen. 

DIVO VALERI· I CONSACRA TIO. ! 
A !"I O CA ES . I Eagle fly ing to r., I 
Radiated and a nd Ii fling 1,1p Sul-

I 
ch ·c~ped bust, to,.. oninus to the sky, 

who h olds a scep ­
tre. 

SALON . VALE· I PIETAS AVG. 
RIANVS CA_ES. Staff o[ augury, 
Rad i a ted and sacrific ial knife , 
d raped bust, to 1·. s acr i fic ia l vnse 

VALERIANVS 
CAES . Radi ­
ated an d draped 
b ust, tor. 

turned lo I., sun­
pulum and holy­
\\7atel'. 

PIETAS AVGG. 
Staff of augury, 
sacrific ia l kni fe, 
patera, vase tu rn -

I 
eel t o I. , simpulum 
a nd holy-water . 

5 

41 

52 



No. 

4 

5 

(i 

7 

8 

9 

10 
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Ernperor, etc . 

VALE RlA.l~US 
(father) 

GALLlENUS 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

SALONINA 

Ditto 

Obv erse. R everse. 

IM P , C.P. LIC. FIDES MILIT. 

I V ALERIANVS Fait h s tun ding to 
AVG. Radiated I. , h olcling two mil­
and drap ed bust, i tar y en sign s . 
t.o r. 

I GALLIEN VS DEO MARTI. 
P.F. AVG. Ra - i\far s standing in 
d iatecl, dra p e d a temple of four 
and c uirasse d I columns, armed 
bust, t o r . with a sp ear and 

As No. 5. 

Ditto 

IMP. GALLI· 
ENVS P. AVG. 

I Bus t, r a diated , 
clr·apccl and cui1·­

I assecl, t o r. 

I a buckle r . 

GERMAN ICVS 
MAX. V . Trophy, 
at t he base of 
which two Ger­
m a ns are sea tod, 
with thei,· h ands 
bo u n d behi n d 
t heir backs . 

Ditto 

RESTIT. GAL· 
LI AR. Gallienns, 
in m.ilitary dress, I 
sta n d i ng to l. , 
h ol d ing a s p ear 
a n d rais ing the 
Ca ul, wh o holds a 
cornucopia , from 
a kneeling pos ­
tnre. 

( SAL)ON INA VENVS FELIX. 
AVG. Diademed Venus sm1ted t o 1., 
h. to r. , w ith c ,·cs- stretching out h e r 
cent. ha nd to a child 

I a n d h o ld i n g u 1 
sceptre. 

l sALONINA VENVS vie -

I 
AVG. Diaclem od I

TRI X. V e nus , 
h ead lo r. , with I s t a ndin g to 1., 
crescent. holding a helmet 

I and a scep t re ; a t 
her feet, a buckler. 

No. in 
Cohen. 

65 

150 

308 

308 

898 

115 

129 
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Emperor, etc. 

11 I SALONINA 

12 Ditto 

13 Ditto 

14 VALERIANUS 
(son) 

15 POSTUMUS 

16 Ditto 

17 Ditto 

18 Ditto 

Obve rse. Reverso. No. in 
Cohen. 

1-·-----------

As No. 10. J vENVS VIC -
T RI X . V on us, 

I 
s tanding to l., 
holding an apple I 
and a palm, and 
leaning on a shield. I 

CORN. SAL0- 1 V E S (T )A. Vesta 
NINA CAVG .J. standingtol.,hold'. 
Diademed head ing a patera and a I 
to r ., with cres- tr;insverse sceptre. 
cent. 

130 

137 

As No. 10. VESTA. Vesta, . 142 

I 
seated to I., hold- ' 
ing a palladium, J 

and a transverso , 
sceptre. 

VA LERIANVS I DEO VOLKANO. I 3 
I P.F. AVG . R ad i- Vulcan, standing 
ated and draped to 1., in a temple i 
bust, to r. of four columns, 

holding a hammer 
and pincers. 

1 

I IMP. C. POS- 1 FELICIT AS 39 
TVMVS P.F. AVG. Felicity, 
A VG. Radiated standing to!., h old-

1 and draped bust, ing a caduceus a nd 
tor. a cornucopia. 

Ditto D itto 39 

Di tto Ditto 39 

Ditto FIDES MI LI- 67 
TVM . Faith, I 

I standingtol.,hold-
ing two military ' 
standards. 



No. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

Roman Coins found on Srmdj01·rL H ill, Snmerset. 95 

Emperor, eto. Obverse. 

POSTUMUS As No. 15. 

Ditto Ditto 

Ditto Ditto 

Ditto Ditto 

Ditto D itto 

Ditto Ditto 

Ditto Ditto 

Ditto Ditto 

Ditto Ditto 

R everse. 

I 
i ( F ) ORTVNA 

A V G . Fortune, 
s t a ndin g to t., 
holdfog a rudder 
and a cornucopia. 

MONETA AVG. 
Moneta, standing 
to I. , holding a 
balance and a 
cornucopia. 

1 No. in 
Cohen. 

80 

199 

Ditto 199 

SAECVLI FELi· 331 
C ITAS. P ostu-
mus, in military I 
dress, standing to 
r. , holding a speat· 
and a globe. 

Ditto 331 

Ditto , 331 

Ditto 331 

SAL(V ) S PO S· 350 
(TV) M I (A )V (G .) 
Health standin g to 
r ., feecling a ser-
pent which she 
holds in her arms. 

SERAPI COMITI :158 
AVG. Serap i s 
standing to I. , 
ra.is ing the r .h. and 
holding a trans-

1 

verse sceptre ; at 
his feet, a vessel. 
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No. Emperor , etc. Obverse. 

28 POSTUMUS As No. 15. 

Reverse. No. in 
Cohen. 

* VB E R I (T I AS Variant 
AV G. F ertili ty, I of 
standing to 1.. 365 

1 
hokl ing a purse ' 
and a cornucopia. 

* Cohen , no. 365, gives VBERTAS. VBE R IT A S is a variant, and the 
Bl'itish Museum h as a specimen. The latter appea ,·s t o be the m ore marnl 
spelling on coins. 


