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SIXTEENTH AND SEVENTEENTH CENTURY BIisimors

BY ALFRED C. FRYER, PH.D., F.S.A.

Brsporp TrHomMAs BEeckiNeTON placed his alabaster effigy
within his new chantry-chapel in 1452, and after that date no
other episcopal effigy for one-and-a-half centuries was erected
in the Cathedral Church of Wells. However, Nathaniel Still,
eldest son of John Still, bishop of Bath and Wells, erected
a fine Renaissance monument with an effigy of his father in
1607. Then follows a period of sixty-five years when we find
the effigy, made during his lifetime, of bishop Robert Creighton,
in the chapel of St. David. Bishops Still and Creighton were
both distinguished scholars of Cambridge University, each
held a professor’s chair, each had many ecclesiastical and
academical appointments showered upon him, each held anti-
puritanical principles and, eventually, each was consecrated
bishop of Bath and Wells—Still in the reign of Queen Elizabeth
and Creighton in that of King Charles II.

John Still was born at Grantham some four years before the
demise of Henry VIII and he lived through the reigns of
Edward VI, Mary, Elizabeth, and did not die until James I
had been reigning several years.

For more than thirty years Still was connected with the
active life of Cambridge University. He matriculated as a
pensioner of Christ’s College in 1559, graduated M.A., B.D.
and finally D.D. in 1575. Twice he was called upon to occupy








































