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Pig 2. Two E:trly ruck>. 

Fig. I shows the up-dat cl list of 1ree- r ing dated m ·d ieva l ro f ·. arranged in chronologi al 
order. showi ng a : equ nc . verlap or coincidence f the vari us 1ypes of roof st ructu re. 

In phase 3 a urth r I ·vcn houi-cs were 1rce-rin1?. d,ncd mlll arc l isted here. Fifl y -se,•cn 
hou:c: were included i n th whole project. of w hich th in y- two were su ccss fu l l • sampl <l ; 
another six w ere : amplcd hut fail d 10 date. The remaining si x teen w ere found to have 
u11.- uiwble Limbers. T he majorit y of samples arc frorn cru I.. roo fs which cx1cnd over a date 
range ram the 13th 10 1h · 16th l'.ellluri cs and cover 111 sl o f th i.! coun1y fig. 3). 

/J(IS' Cr111:J.:s. including Tirn-Tier Crnc/.:s were discussed in ' A/\1 1-1 S Proc. vol. 14 1 uncf 
rhc lust stage of' the Proj 'Cl has added on ly one more e.x:tmple in that category . :i11 01hcr 
micl- I '-lth century building (I he Solar wing of H.rnam M ,rno r, Cheddar wi1h a small cusped 
two-tier cruck. 1341/2). 

True Crnc/.: tf ates ha ve now he n taken bac · y th ree earlier examples: \ est End Fann-
house. Barton. Winscomhc. al the western end o f 1h I ndips. 1278/9: 8.1i,;1 Lynch C 11age. 

clwonhy. in We. I • om r:el. I 1.· . ( fig. 2): and Crane Fam1hou e. omer1on. I ~3 . The 
earl iest eruck is the m st refi ned ,md all three have curl apexes type C and H) . 

Comparing the tree-r ing dates o f /;lase Cracks w it h True' Cru ·f.:s . both types go back 10 
th • lute 13th een1ury . True Cnrcks start 9 years earlier than lhe Buse Crncks-not ~1 w ick 
enough differe nce 10 help the (I ·I ate on the car l i ·st form of crrrck . al though logicall y it 
seems 1huI base crucks sh url i 1 c a clcv ·lopmcn1 or true cnrcks. b:ise erncks being in1rnclu ced 
10 cop· wi 1h w ider spans wi Iho111 reco urse 1 > pos1s and aisles. 

Comparing the elate f Tme and .loimed Crw:ks we find 111.11 , to our surprise . the dute 
ranges of the 1wo types d 1101 overlap. The earliest joi111cd t ruck at no 47 . 49 Go s trcc t. 
Bcek ington ( 1391) is over I 00 years later than 1he li rs1 1ru · cruck ( 1278) and 1hc Im s1 
j in ted eruck ( 1533) is about 150 year later 1han the la. t true cruck ;·amplcd ( 1386). 111c 
chari fig. I ) :houlcl be rea I w i1h cau1ion in th i. regard as ;i •real number o f jointed crucks 
have been found to be o f El m 0 1· fast -grO\ ing O· k ancl remain undated: any further success ­
ful sampli n.i: m ay show s m I vc rlap between lru and j o i111cd crucks. Joinied cruck.· d . 
how ·vcr. verl ap w i1h \h · n :-.1 1hrce ty p :. The m aps fig. ~ shuw l h dis1r ibu1ion of 1h 
various 1ypes sampled, together wi th unsuccessful c.x:,mplc.,. nrn abl y in the V,ilc o f T aun1on 
and \Ves1 Somersci. A 1 Sin klm1cf Lovell Fa1111housc. Fidct i11 g1on. a massive jointed cru ·k 
roof. w hich was hc.ivi ly sm oke b lackened. dated TO 1404. 



J laJ;c :111d ·rwo-Ticr Crud,s 
12117• IJ(,0 

19 

llil1<-fm.::;I, 
Q 1.,.f~11f'IC11 u::.Ls, 

1\ rch-hra c1I ( oltn r Trn s~c~. 14)0- l •l k'/ uri ll 
Tic rmcl Cnlt ;,r Tmsws. I 1\29-1 ~IM 

□ 

0 

• 

A i\ r\ h,tniu·C"1.1 1 'ull.u In,,, 'v 
'v 

D 

D 
0 

D 
D 

T111 • Cmc -~ 1278- IJ!I<, and 
Jni111cd Cnic ·s. I ]9 1- 15]3 

0 ·1rueCn,< • 
@ Join1Ni Cn.c:U 

• 0 

• 
• • •• 

®, Shott Cur,."f'd roo1 r rincipaJJ. 
• Unwcccufullunwi1.11hk JPimc-d 

ll ri;1ml Ch.1110t l 

•• 

0 

Fig. J Diwiburion ~h•t>~- Dcnd,nchronolog)' l'rujt-cl I 996-1\19'). 

...... 



314 Somcrse1 Ardweology und Nmwol l-liswry. 199b' 

KI NGS H EAD INN 
WELU, 1.318-1"1 

Fr.i~ed Ce,/,n9 

B IRDCOM BE 
COURT 

WRAXAll , 1441 

,~~~-1 . JO' I 10 I I 1CI 

•3 I o , J ' .::. i, 

ca~n,'ce 

!31 RD COMBE 
COURT 

WR XALL, 14A I 

l'ig 4. i\ louilling,. 

OLD tv1,....NOR 
F.A.RMHO U S \: 
LO W HAM, IJ.8O 

The three es::.imples of Crw/.:.s wil li S/Jon Feer all rai l i1110 1l1c late 151h and very early 
161h ccn1urics and run concutTcnt ly wi1h 1he r\rch-braccd Cn ll:1r Trusses which 1hey so 
closely resemble. The Willg roof al Birdcombc Court , Wrm,a l l. with clccorativc cusped 
windbrnccs. 1rcc-ring da1cd in 1441. The 1ypc is difficu ll Lo recognise, Lhe foo t or 1hc cruck 
being at caves leve l, not easil y seen. and is rare in Somerset. Our samples co me righ t ,II the 
end or 1hc Cruck reriml , covering 1he elate range of 144 1-1 5 12. 

Arc/1 -hrrl("ed Col/or "/'rnsse,1·, us dis1inc1 from crucks. have n shorl rungc of about 60 years. 
Thi s is the comm ones1 type of high status roof in Somerset and appea rs I<'.> be restricted 
to the 15111 ccn1ut)' . Inc luded arc som highl y decorati ve examp les w ith cusped arch and 
wind -brnces. !"ca1urcs also seen in snmc of 1hc two-tier cn1cks (la1cd about 80 yem·s earlier. 
These ronfs were i ll u:tratcd in Medieva l Somerset Roofs (1). 

A ny attempt 10 recogni se a date seq uence ror indi vidual fea1urcs in the design or roof 
1russcs (\\' ilh 1he exception of apex types) has been li111i1cd by 1hc small number or samples 
dated . Som • tloor beams ha ve however I cen sampled: one earl y eel lnr bi.:am ( 1272-1304) 
in Bruton und sever.i i 15t h cclllu ry moulded beams which may help 10 date mouldings 
clscw l1c1·e (fig. 4). 

Sample~ o f Po.1·1 and Truss l< oofl" and Tie 111ul Collar Tm s.1·es have h en most l • taken 
from town hou:cs in Bruton (3) where 1he range o f dates is very narrow. 1,1JO tn 1462. 
Post & T russ frames combi ne rnof 1russes and cross partit ions w ith jellied timber front s, a 
featu re o f man y town houses. One 01her group has been el ated tu 1429 al Rode-again a 
wnollcn clo1h produci ng town in N E Somersc1. A rural house . Lodge Fam1l10use, Nort on 
St Phi lip. has its early Li mber rrame dated 10 149 1- 1523. 

The lasl building da1ed in tht: Projec t wa. nn 20 Vicars· Close, \Velis. ;1 well-known 
s1rce1 wh ich is known t ha ve been built (al least i n pan ) Lll the mid 141h centu ry (tig. 5) , 
Here, as expected. a fi rst fl oor jois1 dated 10 1349, but , co r11rary to previou: op ini 11, 1hc 
rt,o f prnvcd no1 10 lw ve been co1uemporary , bu1 dated 10 1466, a century later than the fl oor. 
As 1h is is though, to be a roo t" of ·crucks with shon feet ' . which , according 10 our ch arl. 
shoul l have fa l len in 1l1 e 15th cen1ury. the outcome was welcome. 11 shows 1ha1. the roofs 
in the C lose. :imilar in all the houses. were indeed repl aced by B ishop B ck ington when he 
re-built the chimneys in their elaboraic 151h century form. 

O ur pro~rnrnmc of dend rochronology in Somerset , the samples n ·arly all rnken t"rom 
medieval rnof.s. has been a r warding StllC!y ii" onl y b cause. wi 1h th help and knowledge 
o f our Dcndrochronologis1s. we feel we know our bui ldings bc1ter. The Andings have proved 
LI he a linle earlier 1han had been expec1ed. p:1rtic 11 larly in 1hc e.irl y roofs. Thi s inrorma1ion 
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wi ll h Ip us dutc more confidcn1l y in the fuwrc. all ho ugh we du a111ici r ate wider da1c-r.111 gcs 
for 1hc variOll S roof type: if fur1h ·r ~a111pling is eve r undertaken. 
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