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BY THE REV. T. F. DYMOCK.

THE money in common use in this country

in former ages was not issued from one

central mint as it is now, but was tlie production

of raany moneyers located in different parts of

the island. In the times of the Saxon and early

English kings there were several places in Somer-

set in which money was coined, and in each.

place one or more moneyers. It is intended in

the present paper to point out these places, and

to give as complete a list as possible of all the

inscriptions which occur upon coins Struck by royal

authority within the borders of tlie county. Before

we do this, it may be as well to state briefly the

different kinds ofmoney made use of by the different

races which have occupied this island.

The British coinage in gold, silver and copper,

was apparently formed upon a Grecian model, but

that model not closely adhered to, as it furnishes
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US with many obvious imitations of Roman types.

Its circulation was probably in the southern parts

of England chiefly, and lasted for a short period,

being soon displaced by the coinage of the Romans.

The Roman money must have had a very exten-

sive circulation amongst us for many ages from

their first occupation of this country tili some time

after the arrival of the Saxons ; for there is no

evidence to show that the latter peojDle brought

money with them, or adopted the practice of strik-

ing it tili some time after the settlement of the king-

doms of the Heptarchy.

The Saxon coinage appears to have been intro-

duced gradually, at first in Northumbria in the

seventh Century ; afterwards in Mercia, East Anglia,

Kent and Wessex ; and subsequently by the Sole-

Monarchs in all parts of England ; and here we find

the first undoubted specimens of Somersetshire

coins.

It is indeed probable that long before this, during

the period in which Roman or British coins were

the medium of trafiic, many of them were Struck

within the borders of our county ; but we cannot

confidently point them out. We cannot say which

of the many Roman coins, fresh from the die, which

have been discovered in Burtle-turf-moor, or on the

Mendip Hills, belong to this county or to any other

:

they bear no marks by which we can with certainty

appropriate them; the initial letters in what is
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called the exergue seem to indicate the place of

mintage, but the Interpretation of these initial

letters has never been satisfactorily determined.

Again, Avith respect to British coins, some of them

may belong to Somersetshire, but we cannot say

which; there are only a few which bear inscrip-

tions, and Verulamiuni and Camulodunum are the

only places which seem to be clearly indicated.

Any appropriation of the majority of those pieces

must rest upon very slender grounds. The late Mr.

Skinner did indeed claim Camulodunum for this

county ; and if he did so upon just grounds, some

of the best productions of British numismatic art

would be ours ; but as this claim has never been

generally admitted, it woiüd at least be premature

to cite the numerous coins of Cunobeline as the

undoubted productions of the West.

It has been stated that the earliest Saxon coins

are probably of Northumbria; they are of small

size and called sceattoe, resembhng in form and type

the French coins of the Merovingian race. The

ürst pennies a^i^eox to have been Struck in Mercia

at the close of the eighth Century ; and this denomi-

nation of money (the silver penny) became the

prevailing one both before and after the Conquest

;

nor were any pieces of larger size or value issued,

with perhaps one exception,* tili the reign of

Edward III.

* The Groat of Edw. I. generally considered a pattern.
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No place of mintage is indicated on the

earliest pennies : the King's name and title, and the

moneyer's name and designation, are all that they

present to us. The first town inscribed is Canter-

bury, on the pennies of Baldred hing of Kent,

Ceolwulf king of Mercia, and Wulfred arch-

bishop, in the beginning of the ninth Century. In

the following Century, upon the coins of Alfred,

appear for the first time the names of oiie or two

places in the west, Winchester, Exeter and Glouces-

ter ; and a few years later, in the reign of his son

and successor Edward the Eider, we have the earliest

specimen yet discovered of a coin Struck in this

county : it is very rüde and simple, having on one

side the inscription EADVVEARD REX SAXONV^I,
in four lines, on the other, the word BAD? with two

small crosses.*

Athelstane's power was more extensive than that

of his predecessors. In addition to the title " Rex

Saxonum " or " Rex Occidentalium Saxoniorum "

used by them, he adopted that of " Kex Totius

Britanniae" contracted on his coins to "Rex To. Brit."

Of these we have many specimens Struck in most of

the principal towns of England, from Exeter in the

south west, to York in the north east ; and amongst

them three belonging to this county, one of Bath,

and two of Langport (the only coüis of the latter

town which have yet been discovered) ; these have

* See plate 1, fig. 1.
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likewise the moneyer's name and designation ; \ve

read on one BIORIITVLF ISION BAT CIVITATI,

on the other two BYRIITELM MO LANEPORT,
and VVVNSIEE MO LONEPORT.*

There are very few coins witli the names of towns

inscribed lipon them during the reigns of Edmund,

Edred and Edwy ; we have not been able to discover

a Single Somersetshire specimen. In the time of

Edgar, Bath appears againf, and Ilchester for the

first time ; upon both of these coins the King's

title is "K.ex Anglorum:" we know that this title

had been adopted before by his predecessors as early

as the reign of Edward the Elder,$ but it does not

appear tili now upon any coin. We are told that

Edgar in the year 973 was consecrated with great

ceremony at Bath, and shortly after went up the

Dee to ehester, where he was met by eight of the

petty kings of Scotland, Britain, and Wales, who

came to do him homage, and rowed his vessel up

the river while he sat at the heim ; and that upon

that occasion he said that henceforward his siic-

cessors might boast that they were indeed kings of

the Angli. Without supposing these coins to be

commemorative either of the coronation, or the

triumphal approach to Chester, it is probable that

they Avere subsequent to those events, and that the

title " E,ex Anglorum," which had been used before,

* See fig. 2, the Bath coin is engraved in Ruding, Plate XVIII, No. 24.

t See fig. 3. i See Cod. Dipl. CEri. Sax.
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had by this time become establislied. It is the one

always made use of upon the coins of Edgar's

successors.

Of Edward tlie Martyr we do not know of more

than one Somersetshire specinien, Struck at Batli*

;

but from Ethelred II to Harold II they occur in

considerable numbers, bearing the names of what

were then the principal towns of the county, Bath,

Ilchester, Taunton, AVatchet, Crewkerne, Bruton,

and Cadbury ; of these by far the greatest number

were issued from the mints of Bath and Ilchester.

Langport has akeady been mentioned as presenting

two pieces in the reign of Athelstane ; and

there is a coin of Ethelred II with the inscription

MYLE, which has been given to Milborne Port. The

types which are known of these nine places of mint-

age before the Conquest, do not amount altogether

to more than twenty-five; and the inscriptions, inclu-

ding some minute variations, are about 125. This

is the result of a careful examination of the Anglo-

Saxon coins in the British Museum, and several

other important Enghsh coUections, as well as of

those which are preserved in such great numbers

in the Royal Cabinet of Stockholm, and which have

been recently described in so complete a manner by

M. Hildebrand. -j- Some idea of the richness of this

*See fig. 4.

t The author does not mean to say that he has seen the Stockholm

coUection, but that they have evidently been carefully cxamined by M.

Hildebrand. The reader will observe how much the Somersetshire list

has been augmented from his werk.

d
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coUection of Anglo-Saxon money at one particular

period, during the reigns of tliose monarchs Avho were

of Danish origin, and of those upon whom the Dane-

geld was levied, is conveyed in the comparative

Statement made by M. Hildebrand of the number

of coins of Ethelred II, Canute, and Harold I, in

the British Museum and in the cabinet of the King

of Sweden. Of Ethelred II, (according to M. Hilde-

brand) theBritish Museum has 144pieces, the cabinet

of the Kmg of Sweden 2254: ; of Canute, the British

Museum has 380, the cabinet of the King of Sweden

1396 ; of Harold I, the British Museum 48, the

cabinet of the King of Sweden 237. The relative

numbers are very different in the time of the Con-

fessor : of this king the British Museum contains

450 specimens, the Swedish cabinet 273.

This Statement may serve as an Illustration of the

extent to which our forefathers were plundered in

the lOth and 11 th centuries.

We cannot discover that coins were Struck in

this county after the conquest at any other towns

than Bath, Ilchester, and Taunton. There is indeed

a charter of the Empress Maud, quoted by Hearne,

in which allusion is made to a mint at Glastonbury,

granted with other privileges to Henry, prelate of

the church there ;* but the name of Glastonbury on

any coin yet remains to be discovered. Bath and

Taunton are mentioned as places of mintage in

* See Ruding's Annais of the Coinage.
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Domesday ; the moneyers at Bath paid an annual rent

of 100s for the use of the mint hi that city in the time

ofWilliam I, and the moneyers at Taunton 50s. This

may perhaps give some idea of the relative impor-

tance of those places at that time.

In 1097, William Rufus gave to God and the

church of St. Peter of Bath, and to John the Bishop,

and to his successors, all the city of Bath, for the

augmentation of the revenue of the see, for the good

ofthe soul ofhis father KingWilliam I, and the souls

of his mother, of himself, and ofhis ancestors and suc-

cessors, together with the mint, S^c* and this grant

was confirmed in 1100. We have coins of William

I or II and Henry I, from the mint at Bath, but

nothing of a later date.

Specimens from the mint at Taunton of the time

of Stephen are extant, but we have no evidence of

its having been worked afterwards. Coüis were

Struck at Ilchester in the reigns of Henry II and

Henry III : in the 33rd year of Henry III a writ

issued for the choice of officers in this mint. These

appear to have been the last coins Struck in this

county by royal authority ; it was probably found

sufficient to give the privilege of coinage to

the larger towns, and this part of England was

supphed from the mints of Bristol and Exeter.

The Exeter mint was disused after the reign of

Edward I, but from the mint at Bristol issued both

* See Rud. vol. ii, 210.

(13
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gold and silver coins, nobles, angels, and groats,

during the reigns of oiir Edwards and Henrys, tili

tlie time of Queen Mary, when the custom of

coining in country mints ceased. During the

troubles of the civil war it was found convenient

to revive the practice, and accordingly among the

pieces of necessity of that time we have some which

were Struck at Exeter and Bristol from 1642 to

1645, when those places held out for the king, but

no such pieces are known to have issued from any

town in this county.

We now proceed to give the list of inscriptions,

illustrated by two plates. All the engravings in

them are from Somersetshire coins. Where it was

not possible to obtain a drawing of a Somersetshire

specimen, it has been thought sufficient to refer to

the plates in E,uding's Annais of the Coinage, where

the type appears exemplified by a coin of some

other county.



PLATi: I.

KnWARD THE ELDER. ATHELSTAN.

COINS FROM SOMERSETSHIRE MINTS.
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