Annual Report of the Somerset Record Society
The Somerset Record Society published its 103rd regular volume in the Autumn of 2025.  It was the second in a series of wills proved in the reign of Queen Elizabethan edited, like volume 102, by Colin Brett, and includes wills made between 1548 and 1576.  The two made before 1558 were of two people, both from Closworth, who must have thought they were dying in 1548 and 1551 respectively, but managed to survive until 1570.
          Unsurprisingly, most of the testators were farmers or involved in the cloth trade, but several owned sea-going ships or river boats. Two clergymen, William Bowerman and John Cottrell, had been closely involved in the suppression of Protestantism under Queen Mary.  Among the few wills of gentry are those of Ralph Jennings of Churchill Court and Sir John Wyndham and his son John of Orchard Wyndham. 
          Our plans to have out-of-print volumes available are well in hand; and two new volumes will be published later this year, bringing our total of regular volumes, supplements and new indices to 110 in our 139-year history.
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