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He was taken prisoner by the latter, and so completely gained their
confidence that in the great war he was offered the command of an
Albanian regiment of 2,000 men raised in America.

It was of course impossible for such a man to remain at home in
the great war. After being rejected for imperfect sight he joined
as interpreter and later was transferred to the Irish Guards as
second-lieutenant. He was wounded at Mons, and on his recovery
joined the general staff and went to the east, to Gallipoli, Salonica
and Egypt, Palestine and Mesopotamia, where his knowledge of
the people was of the greatest value to the British Army.

He also took his share in the business of his own county by
entering the House of Commons as member for Yeovil in 1911, and
he kept his seat till the end. gaining by his magnetic personality
the warm regard both of the House and of the Borough.

In these activities he had but little time to give to our Society,
but what he had he freely gave. He is the only President who has
died in office. We also felt his extraordinary charm, and share his
Jloss with his family and friends. He died at 43, but if life be
measured by deeds and not by years, he lived long.

W. Boyp DawKINs.

George JFrancis Syoenbam, MB.R.C.S., K(# O

HE Society sustained another loss just as the printing of this
volume was being completed. Dr. Sydenham, who died
unexpectedly on March 18th, was an energetic and able member,
and was always keenly interested in the Society’s work. He joined
the Society in 1900, and from that time was Local Secretary for
Dulverton. At our recent excursions he spoke at Sydenham Manor
House, Bridgwater (1920) ; Brympton, Yeovil (1921) ; and Combe,
Dulverton (1923). His intimacy with dialect and folk-lore, and his
local knowledge, made him a welecome member at the meetings of
the Society.

George Francis Sydenham came of one of the oldest Somerset
families. His father, the Rev. (. St. Barbe Sydenham, was Rector
of Brushford ; but the family was chiefly associated with Dulverton,
their residence having been Combe (Dulverton) since the middle of
the XVI Century. He was born at Combe on January 17th, 1861.









