














Consecration Crosses on Somerset and Dorset Churches 27

The crosses are cut in the stone by sinking a circular back-
ground, leaving the cross itself in relief ; each circle is sur-
rounded by an incised line or ring. The sizes vary from 11 in.
to 13 in. over all, except in the case of the central cross over
the west doorway which is only about 4 in. in diameter.

The crosses are arranged, as follows :—

East End. Two: one on each angle buttress; above the plinth
moulding on the south buttress, below it on the north.
The central cross cannot be found ; probably it was of
small size in the middle of the window sill. The stone is
somewhat worn here, but it may have been renewed at
some time. On the analogy of the central cross at the
west end it would have been very small.

South side. Three: one on a stone forming the side of the
west-most chancel window ; the middle one on the but-
tress close to the west of the gsouth doorway ; the third on
the south buttress at the south-west corner of the tower.

West end. Three: one on each of the two buttresses on the
west face of the tower, the central cross on the stone
forming the top of the west doorway, on the flat surface of
the stone below the label or hood-moulding.

North side. Three : two on chancel and tower corresponding
in place to those on the south side, the middle cross being
near the west end of the aisle, on a stone forming the side
of the window between the porch and the west end.

There are no traces of the internal crosses, for most unfor-
tunately the walls were replastered when the church was
restored in 1889. :

It is worth noting that some of the crosses at Nether Comp-
ton and Yetminster occur on the towers : this seems to dispose
of the idea sometimes met with that the tower of a medieval
church was not consecrated.



