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PART XII. 

INCISED EFFIGIES. 

BY ALFRED C. FRYER, PH.D. , F .S .A. 

T HE monumental slabs having incised effigies are far more 
numerous in France and other continental countries than 

in England, where t hey are comparatively rare. In the :Mid­
lands, however, many of these slabs have been made of alabaster 
from t he Chellaston quarries in Derbyshire, and for that reason 
t here are as many as sixty in that county still existing, and. 
t hese were sculptured between 1359 and 1691. In the neigh­
bouring county of Sta:ffordshiTC there are forty-fout of these 
incised effigies still in churches which extend from 1360 to 
1673. 1 In Somerset, however, there are only eight that are 
now to be seen, and these range from the middle of the thir­
teenth century to the reign of J·ames I. Records exist fortun­
ately of three that have been lost or destroyed, and these will 
also be dealt with in this paper. 

An incised slab with an effigy to a military man of thirteenth­
century date is preserved in Chelvey Chmch (Plate VII, fig. 1), 
and was probably made between the years 1250 and 1270. 
This monument may have been laid in the chancel pavement 
originally , b ut a later age consigned it to the crypt. It is now, 
however , once again in the church, being placed north an d ·outh 
beneath the east window of the chapel. This chain mail 

1. "Notes on the Incised Effigies of Dorbyshirn and Staffordshire by 
Andrew Oliver." Arch. Journ., LXXVIII, 1- 30 (illustrated). 
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knight grasps a spear in his right hand, while his left holds the 
scabbard of his sword.1 This is an unusual effigy and was 
made evident ly under French influence, and like most French 
effigies of this period the head is uncovered and the folds of the 
coif of m ail fall on t he shoulders. I t is true that a few E!'.lglish 
effigies in stone and brass have this peculiarity , but b y far t he 
greater n umber have t he coif of m ail cb:awn up over t he head. 
The straight-legged at t itude is ad opted at a date when the 
larger proportion of military effigies in England are cross­
legged. The surcoat in this Chelvey knight reaches t o the 
ankles and is not open in front, as we usua lly find it on English 
effigies, permit t ing the h auberk, gambeson and hosen of mail 
to be visible. In a previous paper 2 we have drawn attent ion 
t o an effigy in P aulton Church which we feel sure came also 
under foreign influence. In t hat case we not ed the fact t hat 
t he parish of Chewton Mendip, in which Paulton was a ch apel, 
was in timately connected with the Abbey of Jumieges on t he 
R iver Seine , as J ocelin , bishop of Bath , appropriated t he 
rectory of Chewton Mendip on t he resignation of the R ector 
(17t h February, 1241) to the famous Benedict ine Abbey of 
St. Peter of J umieges. It is more difficult, however , to t race 
t he reason why t his m ilitary effigy at Chelvey should show 
F rench characterist ics than it was in the case of the P a ulton 
knight. The Paulton effigy was made from local rock found 
in t hat neighbourhood, an d the French imager who carved it 
m ust , t herefore, have m ade it in situ; while the Chelvcy knight 
was, probably, sculptured at Corfe in t he I sle of Purbeck from 
the shell-marble quarried there. There was much communi­
cation between England an d France during the rule of our 
P lantagenet monarchs , who were al<;o dukes of Normandy, 
an d some French m ason, or . an English craftsman who had 
1earnt his art in R ouen or Caen , who was working at Corfe, 

1. There is an incised effigy of a n ecclesiastic in } lass Yestments at Ca!'is ­
brooke, I slo of \ Vight, which } [L'. Roland P aul rem inds me has a ' · family 
resemblance to t he Oheh ·ey knight in the squa re teoa tmenL of t he fingers . ' 
The left hund holds a closed book a nd t h e right gl'asps t he sha f t of a s imple 
form of p ustora l staff, while t he date is not far re m oved fro m the Ohelvey 
k night. 

2. Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., LX II, 50- 57, 80. 
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m Dorset , may h ave carved the Chelvey knight . These 
shop-artists who were engaged in the Purbeck -marble trade 
and sculpt ured recumbent effigies in that m aterial were at 
work as early as the year 1200 both in Lon don and in the Isle 
of Purbeck, simultaneously .1 

The slab h as suffered much from ill-treatment and the ends 
and sides are somewhat damaged, b ut there does not appear 
to be any trace of a shield on t he left arm, and the edges of the 
slab can fail'ly well be made out. The mail is now worn 
smooth, yet this interesting effigy is fairly well preserved, 
considering all t he vicissitudes it has passed through. 

In the second bay of the south choir aisle of Wells Cathedral is 
t he P urbeck marble memorial (Plate VII, fig. 2, and Plate VIII) 
to Bishop William Bytton II (1267- 1274). This is one of the 
earliest incised slabs m ade of t h~ shell-marble at Corfe, in 
Dorset, and commemorates a m an who was greatly beloved 
and highly revered in his day. The year before he died (1273) 
Robert of Kilwardy, provincial of the Dominicans, selected 
Bishop Bytton t o consecrate him as archbishop of Canterbury 
on account of the saintliness of his character, and his holy life 
m ade such a wonderful impression on the diocese of Bath and 
Wells t hat after his death he received popular canonisation. 
Miracles were said t o h ave been worked at his tomb, and multi­
tudes flocked to it with offerings for the completion of the 
church, particularly those suffering from toothache . The tomb 
originally stood in direct line between the second a nd third 
piers of the south choir arcade. At the restoration of the 
Cathedral rn 1848 the tomb was discovered, and Mr. J . R. 
Clayton, who was an eye-witness, says that " on t he coffin 
being opened in the presence of Dean J enkyns, it contained 
a sk eleton laid out in p erfect order, every bone in its right 
place : an iron ring, and a sm all "\YOoden pastoral st aff in two 
fragments, a leaden tablet, lOins. by 3}ins ., with inscription 
most beautifully r endered in L ombardic charact ers : 

Hie jac.et Willelmus de B utton secundus Bathoniensis et 
W ellensis episcopus sepultus XII. die Decembris anno 
domini J.1100LXXIIII. 

1. See Prior and Garclnet·'s J\1edieval F igure-Sculpture in England, 103. 
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It is also on recor d that " t he teeth were absolutely perfect in 
number , shape and order, and without a t race of decay, and 
hardly any discoloration. " It has, t herefore, been conjectured 
that this saint ly bishop was famous during his lifetime for a 
set of fine an d regular teeth, and that for this reason his aid 
was invoked after his demise by t h ose afflicted with toothache, 
who believed that t ouching his tomb was an infallible cure for 
their pain. I t may be noted , however, that when the t ombs 
of the Saxon bishops were opened a few years ago, that t here 
also the teeth were found to be preserved completely, without 
signs of decay. This incised Purbeck m arble m onument re­
p resents the good bish op as bearded and fully vested , wit h his 
right hand raised in benediction an d his left holding his pastoral 
staff, while t he head rests under a crocketed t refoil-headed 
canopy. The feet are not visible, and t he imager may have 
intended to show that the alb hid them. The base of the slab 
is deeply moulded an d tapers t owards the feet like t he early 
coffin lids . It is not unlikely that t he m emorial as we now 
see it was originally r aised to a higher level. 

An alabaster slab possessing an incised effigy of a knight 
(Plate I X) in a complet e suit of ea-rly plat e armour is in t he 
old church of St . Andrew, Clevedon. It has suffered much 
since it was carved more t han five centuries ago, and t he slab 
h as been bevelled and adorned with a dozen four-lea.£ flowers 
and two lion 's masks indicat ing that it was originally placed 
on a table-tomb, probably adorned with alabaster t ables 
depictin g angels holding shields of arms, or weepers standing 
in canopied niches. F or m any yelLrs after the destruct ion of 
t his table-t omb the s-lab was laid in t he pavement of the south 
t ransep t , where it was trodden under foot , and the incised lines 
are therefore much worn ; but it is now clamped to t he wall 
of t he ch ancel. The knight is portrayed in an interesting 
example of early plate armour (c. 1415) with visored bascinet, 
art iculated gorget and shoulder-pieces, elbow and knee cops 
with roundels, rowel spms and laminated sollorets with pointed 
toes. The head rests on a tilt ing helmet with crest a talbot 1 

1. Tho crest of the L ovell family was a talbot passant argent. F airbairn's 
Book of Crests, 351. 
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and flowing lambrequins, the feet upon a similar animal, and 
the long sword with its hilt of narrow, straight quillons and 
diamond-shaped pommel is suspended on the left side by a 
narrow sword-belt hung diagonally across the taces. The 
right leg is t urned round side ways, resembling in this respect 
the lost incised effigy of a knight at Long Ashton illustrated in 
Collinson's H istory of Somerset (vol. m:) and reproduced in 
Plate Xlll of this paper. The four small heater-shaped shields 
are placed between the legs and the marginal inscription ; all 
are now plain except the lower one on the left-hand side, which 
contains a bordure. Many of the letters which once formed the 
inscription are still perfect, but the only portion that can be 
deciphered are the first few words at t he commencement : 

HIC JACET THO(l\1AS) DO:i\I: DE : CLYVDE~ 

Some authorit ies have believed that this memorial was t o 
some member of the de Clyvden family, and the late Mr. 
Emanuel Green has suggested in our Proceedings' that it was 
to Sir Thomas Hogshaw, who married the daughter of Edmund 
de Clyvden, the last of that ancient family to own the manor. 
However, the effigy could neither be to a member of the 
de Clyvden family nor to that of the Hogshaw family, as 
Edmund de Clyvden died in 1373 and Edmund Hogshaw in 
1389, and the manor passed to h is younger sister Margaret, and 
as she died with.out children a jury decided in 1409 t hat her 
nephew, Thomas Lovell- the grandson of Sir Thomas Hogshaw 
and the great grandson of Edmund de Clyvden, was the heir. 
The date of the armour depicted on t he effigy gives us the 
right to conjecture that it was to this owner of the manor of 
Clevedon that this costly memorial was erected. 

The inci ·eel alabaster effigy to Lady Elizabeth Luttrell 
(obit 1493) in Dunster Priory Church (Plate XI) repre­
sen ts her in kirtle, sleeveless cote-hardie edged with ermine, 
long mantle lined with ermine and fastened with tasselled 
cordons, a small sleeping clog at her feet and her head resting 
on a rectangular cushion laced at the sides and supported by 
two angels vested in albs. The inscription round the verge of 
the slab runs : ORATE QUESO PRO AIA D!\E ELIZABETH 

l. Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., XXVII, i, 20. 
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LUT'l'ERELL QCJE OBIIT PRDW DIE_ :.\1E~SI S SEPT~l\1BR1S ANKO 

nNI 1VIILLI0 cccc NONAGESIO TERCIO . NU~C xPE 'l'E PETil\1US 

llilSERER QS QUI VE:i:STI R EDIME PDITOS :KOLI DAMP :XARE RE­

DEll:IPTOS.1 The first portion is obvious ; but the latter pa rt 
is abbreviated an d appears to make two hexameter lines, 
although t here are several false quantities. Similar lines are 
met with in Oxford on an alabaster tomb of some t hirty years 
later in date. :1 This last clause may be read: NU~"C, CHRISTE, 

TE PETDWS, l\USERERE : QU.1ESUll'IUS QUI VE:XISTI REDIJ\1ERE 

PERDITOS, N OLI DAll:IPNARE REDEl\iPTOS. 

In an age when reverence for t he pa.·t was not esteemed a 
great virtue, young men and boys ma.de a design on t he lower 
part of this slab of t hree parallel lines of three holes in each 
row for the old English game of Nine Holes, and the late 
Prebendary H 1mcock pertinently remarks in his volume on 
Diinster Church and Priory t hat " on this great lady's tomb­
stone during the generations in whose times t he Priory Church 
was uncared for t he youth of Dunster were accustomed thus 
to amuse themselves. Sic transit gloria mimdi." . 

In the Castle Chapel of Farleigh Hungerford is an incised 
slab made from a block of Great Oolite as a memorial to an 
ecclesiastic (1450-1460) which is inserted in t he pavement 
between the entrance steps at the west end and t he font. 3 

The slab is much worn, and only the outline of the figure and 
a few details can now be traced. There i <s a sketch i:ri. Canon 
Jackson's Guicle to Farleigh Hungerf orcl made many years before 
he illustrated it in his volume:1 This illustration (Plate XII) 
depicts the effigy at a time when much of the detail remained 
uninjured. With the aid of this drawing and the vestiges still 
remaining on the slab we are able to point out that t he priest 

1. The translation may be rendci·ecl : " Pray, I beseech you, fo r t he soul 
of D ame Elizabeth L utterell, who died on Lhe first d ay of Lhe month of Sep­
tember in the year of our L ord 1493. Ko\\· , 0 Chl'isr,, we pray T hee h ave 
mercy, and do not condemn the redeemed whom Thou eamest to r edeem 
,vhen lost. ,, 

2. 2\foclean's History of Pembroke Oollcge, 2J. 

3. Theee is a plan of the interior of lhe Castle Chapel g iven in P,·oc. Som. 
Arch. Soc., lll , 120, and this incised slab is No. 2. 

4 . Probably made a bout 18-32 or at some earlier elate. 
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was vested in amice, alb , m aniple, stole and chasuble, the h air 
was curly, the head h ad a ton sure, and the hands were raised 
in p rayer. The Lombardic inscript ion round t he m argin of 
t h e slab is now illegible, but Canon J ack son records that t he 
inscription was copied " with som e difficulty " a few years 
b efore he p ublished his book on F arleigh Hungerford. The 
word s that were t hen visible were : 1 

• • • • • CANTARIE PPTUE 

A D ALTARE . . . . . M . W .ALTERUM H UNGERFORD 

DOM. R U~GER F ORD AD . . . V OBIT vto . . . . CUJ US 

ANE\'lE .PR OPITIET U R DEUS. AMEN.t 

I t will b e seen that the n am e of the priest and the date of 
his death are m issing; but it is conjectured t hat he m ay 
possibly h ave been t he first chantry-priest for one of t he 
ch an tries endowed by W alter , L ord Hungerford (ob. 1449), son 
of Sir Thomas H ungerford who purchased the manor , and in 
that case he was J ohn Gody . The ston e was r aised by the 
Rector , th e Rev. B enjamin R ichardson, who died in 1832, and 
t he skeleton of a young m an possessing a set of perfect t eeth 
was d iscovered . 

On t he lid of a t apering coffin of H am Hill stone made about 
the year 1300, at St. Mich ael's, E ast Coker, is the incised effigy 
of an unknown lady in kirt le, wimple, long kerchief on head, 
man t le falling to her feet, and hands raised in prayer . The 
lower p art of the lid is lost , and as it was found in th e church ­
yard a nd has stood in the God 's acre near t he north porch for 
many years it is, therefore, seriou sly weathered and cracked 
down the cen tre . 

Semi-efligial m emorials of t he dead in which only a p or t ion 
of t he human figlll'e is shown were made from the desire t o 
unite a memorial effigy with a monumen tal cross, ei ther upon 
a coffin lid or a sepulchra l slab. Th ey appeared first in th e 
t hirteen t h cent ury, but they do n ot seem t o h av e been largely 
u sed in E nglan d either in t hat century or the fourteent h , 

l. Proc. Som. A rch. Soc., I II, 120, 121. 

2 . The t ransla tion is : " H er e lies . • . P 1·iest o f tho P erpe tu al Chan try 
founde d at th e Altar of the Blessed Vfrg in Mar y , b y W a lter Hungerford, L ord 
H ungerford . .. w h o died the 5 th ... on wh ose soul m a,y God h avo m e rcy. 
A men. ,, 
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although they were carved as memorials in France in consider­
able numbers.1 

In t he church of St. Andrew, Curry Rivel, are two fragmen ts 
of an incised slab (Plate X). The lower part had for many 
years fo'und a resting-place in the north. chapel, but the top 
was missing. The late Canon Holmes paid a visit to C_urry 
R ivel vicarage in 1906, and bemoaning the loss of the upper 
stone searched for it, and his labours were successful , as he 
discovered t he missing portion of the slab laid down as a 
paving-stone in the stable-yard of the vicarage. The two 
portions fitted exactly, and give us t he tonsured head of an 
ecclesiastic surmounting a cross fleury. The shaft of the cross 
is missing, but traces of a cusped canopy in double lines are 
above the head of t he priest. 

Canon H olmes considered the stone might be dated some­
where about 1275, and surmised that it was the memorial to 
Walter de Albiniaco, who was appointed to the living of Curry 
Rivel in 1265. The two fragments of t his t hirteenth-century 
incised slab are made from a block of Lower Lias limestone . 
T here is another fragment of an incised slab at Curry R ivel, 
but i t only contains the hilt of a sword,2 and was probably 
associated with a cross, being a memorial to a military man . 

It is quite possible t hat there were several incised effigies in 
the large monastic churches of Somerset, but, alas ! few of t he 
medieval effigies which once found a place in t hese great abbey 
churches have been preserved, and not one slab with an incised 
figure upon it . H owever, we possess records of three t hat 
were originally memorials in parish churches. 

J. See B o utell's Clwi.stian J11.onwnenis in England and W ales, Section 11, 
"Semi-effigial 1fonumcnts," 119- 156. 

2. Inc ised crosses wit h swords and sometimes accompanied " · it h inscrip­
tions, shields of a l'ms, and various devices are found in many places in England 
and Wales. I n B outell's Christian Nfonuments in Engl,and and W ales, Section 
1, as many as 23 are figu_red. 'l'he fragmen t of such an incised slab is found 
at Curry Rivel (1ft. JOins. by Jft. 6;}ins., by l O½ins. and 3½ins . thick) con­
taining only t he hi lt of th e sword, possessing straight quilloos and a wheel 
pommel hav ing a Drnek cross in ihe centre. \¥heel pommels first came into 
evidence towards the close of the eleventh century and later o n we,·e frequently 
decorated. Both these incised slabs were made from blocks of Lower L ias 
limestone. 
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The inscribed effigy of a knight at Ashington dic;appeared 
at the restoration of the church in 1878; fortunately, however , 
there is a plate in The Gentleman 's Magazine for 1820, and 
another which is made from a different drawing reproduced in 
the Bristol volume (1851), issued by the Royal Archreological 
Institute (Plate VI, fig. 1). These illustrations give us a 
military effigy of the early part of the fourteenth century .1 

The knight is represented in a suit of mail- hawberk, sleeveless 
surcoat, elbow cops, and laced to his coif of mail is a helmet 
on which rests a chapelle de fer possessing a pointed apex. 
The right hand holds the shaft of a spear or lance and the left 
grasps the hilt of his sword, which has narrow, straight quillons 
and a circular pommel. The lower part of the effigy was 
destroyed before t he drawing were made, but the shield is 
charged with the armorial bearings of the Raleigh family, 
(gules) a bencl .fusilee (argent). The Furneaux and Raleigh 
families became allied when Sir Matthew Furneaux (ob . 1318) 
of Ashington married Maud , daughter of Sir Warine de Raleigh 
of Nettlecombe, Somerset. I t is very painful to record that 
this most interesting effigy which existed in Ashington Church 
for five and a half centuries should have been lost within the 
last fifty years. 

The eight incised slabs still existing in Somerset are carved 
out of as many as six different rocks, n amely, Dundry Hill 
freestone (inferior oolite), Bath freestone (great oolite), Ham 
Hill stone (a coars.e yellow oolite), Lower Lias limestone and 
Purbeck marble. 

The two alabaster effigies were probably sculptured at 
Chellaston, in Derbyshire , and ·were most likely conveyed by 
road to some suitable place on the R iver Severn such as Shrews­
bury or Worcester, and brought by boat to Dunster and 
Clevedon, the two effigies made of Purbeck marble came from 
Corfe in Dorset, and would be shipped to ports on the Somerset 
coast sufficiently near to Wells and Chelvey so that they might 
be conveyed by barge or wagon to their respective destina-

l. The illustration in The Gentleman's 11![agazine (1820) defiers in some­
small details from the one in the Bristol v ol ume (1851) issued by th e Arch. 
Inst., for the spear has no head and the apex of the ch apelle de fer is flutecll 
and n ot p lain, 
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tions. The effigy at East Coker made of Ham Hill stone 
would be taken by road either from t he quarry or from. Il­
chester where, it has been conjectured, a workshop may have 
existed, as the distan ce is not more t han ten or twelve miles 
from either place. The incised slab in St. Mary Redcliffe 
(Plate XIII, fig. 3) would be carved from a block of Dundry 
freestone in a Bristol atelier, the effigy of a priest at Farleigh 
Hungerford from Great Oolite eit her at Bath or at Farleigh 
Hungerford, where there is an outcrop of t his rock, while the 
Curry Rivel slab of Lower Lias limstone was probably carved 
in that neighbourhood from a local deposit. Again we desire 
to offer our thanks to Mr. L. Richardson for his help in t he 
geologica l work connected with this study of t he incised effigies 
of Somerset. 

The incised effigy to Sir T homas de Lyons, who was the last 
of his family to own t he Manor of Ashton, once stood on a 
table-tomb in the church of All Saints, Long Ashton. Collinson, 
who was Vicar of Long Ashton and wrote his H istory of 
Sornerset in 1791, gives a detailed accoun t of the slab and effigy 
in his book . The illustration in Collinson is reproduced in 
t his paper on Plate XIII, fig. 1, through the kindness of Mr. 
Roland W. Paul, F .S.A., lending us a block. 1 The historian of 
Somerset informs us that " the raised tomb " had been removed 
"within the memory of people n ow living." The reason of 
this destruction was " for t he purpose of levelling the floor," 
but this slab with others had been placed in " the middle 
passage, between the chancel and the belfry." H e adds that 
"on turning it up some time since, the arms of Lyons were 
found carved on a separa te stone underneath." This was 
probably a portion of the decoration on the "mised tombs." 
Rutter p ublished his volume on Sornerset in 1829, and as he 
describes the effigy in t he words of Collinson we conjecture, 
therefore, that t he slab disappeared between 1791 and 1829·. 
It might have been taken away at some restoration, being much 
w·orn , as we can see from Collinson's illustration; it may have 

1. This block was a copy of an illustr ation in Collinson's H isto,·y of Somerset 
for Plato '\TIII of ;.\1:r . Roland \¥. P aul's work on ~/:he Incised and Sepulchral 
Slabs of N .11'. Somerset (1882). 
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been discarded and considered unworthy of preservation ; or 
it may be that it was merely sunk beneath the n ew tiled pave­
men t. According to Collinson the lin es of the incised effigy 
an d the inscription in t he m argin were inlaid with either 
alabaster or with black or coloured marble. Incised slabs, 
either crosses or effigies, so treated were much more numerous 
on the Continent t han in England. 1 There are still remains of 
slabs of blue lias in t he church of St. Mary Redcliffe, having 
crosses and marginal inscriptions inlaid with alabaster/ while 
in Barrow Gurney Church there is a cross-slab, 5ft. 9ins. in 
length, of early fourteenth-century date. H ere the incised lines 
are coloured blue, and the sam e colour is found on a fifteenth­
century stoup st anding against the wall near it .3 

Th e inscription rou nd t he margin as it existed in 1791 
appears to have b een HIC J ACET THOMAS LYONS l\ULES, xtus 
BENEDICTUS DEUS. AMEN. 

The date of the death of Sir Thomas de Lyons (c. 1400) and 
the p ortion of armour still visible on the effigy in Collinson's 
sketch shows that the knight died durjng the jupon and camail 
p eriod of military fashion (1360- 1410). The out]jne of his 
pointed bascinet , his long sword ·with traight quillons on his 
left side, a nd his dagger suspended from his baldrick on his 
r ight are v isible in out line, while his right leg turned slightly 
round (similar in this respect to t he incised effigy to Thomas 
Lovell) st ill sh ows the thigh-pieces, lmee-cops with pro­
t ecting plates and jambs, while the sollerets rest on a large 
lion an d the knight's head on a t ilt ing-helm Tuith lambrequin 
and crest a saracen's heacl (Lyons). Collinson mistook the 
crest for the head of Sir Thomas de L yons, " attired in his 

1. Near t he front o f H om 'Y V 's ch a ntry in vVostminstor Abbe~, the re are 
t wo g ra vestones, one of which , by cutting away th e s top, h as boon found t o be 
ornamented wi th mosaic and a brass cr oss. This s la b is believed to cover tho 
t omb of John, son of 'l'Villiam of Valence. He was buried in "\Vestminster 
Abbey in 1277, and as P eter, t h e mosaic worker, was engaged on h is work for 
t he Confessor's shrine we may ascribe this work to him. L othaby's 1-Vest­
minster Abbey : the K ing's Craftsman, 317- 319, illustrated on p . 318. 

2 . 'l'ho frontispiece to ].\fr. Paul's volume g ives a fine illustration in colour 
of a lar ge cr oss-sla b, inla id with alabaster, which i.s in t"-o par ts. 

3. P a ul's I ncised and S epulchral Sl,abs of N . W. Somerset, 9, plate X III. 



.. ..,. 

~
~ 
. 

JJ 
~\,1~ 

~~ '!} ' 
-~ 

' 

rLAT.1£ V .l 

- _½._~ 

Fig. 1. ASHINGTON. Sir Matthew Furneaux. Fig, 2. NETHER STOWEY. " Lady" (un known) . 
Early XIV Century First ha lf, XVI I Century 

INCISED EFFIGIES IN SOMERSET CHURCHES 



P LATE VII 

INCISED EFFIGIES IN SOMERSET CHURCHES 



WE L LS CAT HEDRAL. o Bishop Wi lliam de Bytton 11. A. D. 1 274 

INCISED EFFIGIES IN SOMERSET CHURCHES 

PLATE VITI 



C.lll ll . 

&::c::±:::t:::t:±===:ci:::,1======::J:J frd, 
Scale 

PLATE IX 

CLEVEDO N. Thomas Lovell (?), circa 1415 
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CU RRY RIVE L, Wa lter de Albin ico(?) , c i rca 1270 
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DUNSTER, Lady E lizabeth Luttrel l, A D. 1493 
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FARLE\GH HUNGERFORD ( Castle Chapel ) . A chap lain, 
perhaps John Gody, A. D. 1450-60 
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PLATE XIII 

Fig. 2 

Fig. 3 

LONG ASHTO N. Sir Thomas Lyons, circa 1400 
Crest and shiel d, Lyons fami ly, A. D, 1365 
ST. MA RY REDCLIFFE, BRISTOL. A.D. 1280 -1290 
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Janisary's cap." It is, however , a t urban with a conical top , 
a nd Mr. Roland W . P aul has made a special study of t he arms 
and crest of t he Ly ons family, 1 having been permitted t o 
examine the seals on various documents preser ved at Ashton 
Court. He found on one well-preserved circula.r impression 
in green wax the arms and cr est of the L yons at t a ched t o a 
d eed dated 1365, in which William de Lyons (elder brother of 
Thomas de Lyons and t he previous owner of the Manor of 
Ashton) gran ted land in Ashton to a certain N icholas Saunclrys 
(Plate XIII , fig . 2). " The h air on the Saracen 's head is worn 
long," Mr. P aul rem arks, "and below it , lying on t he man t ling, 
is what appears at first glance to be chain or ring mail, bu t 
r eally a plaited pigtail. A similar head, wit h long flowing 
h air and a narrow peaked cap, occurs on t he Bourgchier brass 
in W estminster Abbey, and on a Bourgchier stall-plat e at 
Windsor the head has a fine braided pigtail worked in exactly 
the same st yle as on t he seal. " 2 

The incised effigy of a lady in Nether Stowey Church appears 
to have been lost or destroyed during the restorat ion of 1850. 
F ive years before that da te a sket ch was made which h as been 
preserved fortun ately in Braikenridge's illustrated copy of 
C ollinson 's H istory of Somerset (Taunton Cast le Library), a t 
t he back of which is written that i t represents " a graved stone 
in Nether Stowey chur ch " and adds tha t the effigy was placed 
" near t he Communion t able " (Plate VI, fig . 2). The sketch 
depicts the lady standing between two fluted pilasters wearing 
a long gown h aving the waist tapering t o t he bodice, close­
fitting sleeves with cuffs at the wrist s, hands raised in prayer , 
no cov ering on the head, and t he smooth h air falls on either 
-side of the face. This effigy was probably sculptured towards 
t h e end of the reign of James I (c. 1620). 

Our grateful thanks must be given to Mr. Roland W. P aul 
for his drawings of the effigies of the Chelvey and Clevedon 
knights, Bishop William Bytton at W ells; an d ;Lady Elizabeth 

l. " The Arms of Lyons, of L ong A sh ton , Somerset ," by R oland 1\·. P aul, 
F.s . A. Proc. Clif t . Ant. Club, VI, 213. 

2. The crest and sh ield from t h e seal of 1~1illiam de Lyons (1365) a ro 
illustrated in P roc. Clif t. A n t. Clu b, VI , plate X.XVJ, fig. 4. 

V ol. LXXI (F ourth S eries, V ol. X I), P art II. d 
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Luttrell at Dunster . Several of t hese effigies a re a l.ready 
illustrated in his volume on The I ncised ancl Sepulchral Slahs­
of North-West S omerset (1 882), but Mr. P a ul h as m ost gen erously 
spent much time and labour in g iving u s n ew and original 
drawings for our Proceedings. 

TOPOGRAPHICAL I N DEX . 

ASHIN GTON (St . Vincent). 

PERSON REPRESENTED. The armorial bearings (gules) a bena 
fusilee (argent) of the Raleigh family were emblazoned on the 
shield of t he knight, and the family of Furneaux who held the 
Manor of Ashington were allied to that of Raleigh t hrough the 
marriage of Sfr Matthew Fm:neaux to Maud, dau. of Sir Warine­
de Raleigh of Nettlecombe, Somerset. Sir Matthew clied in 1318, 
and this in cised effigy was probably made during t he early part of 
t he fourteenth cen tury. It is illustrated in The Gentleman's Magazine 
for 1820 and in the Bristol volume, 1851, issued by the Arch. Inst. 
These two plates show some difference in detail, and were not copied 
from the same drawing. This interesting slab appears to have­
been Jost during the restoration of Ashington Church in 1878. The­
effigy eviden t ly represented some m ember of the Raleigh family. 

EFFIGY in suit of mail, hauberk, sleeveless surcoat, cingulum, 
knee-cops, helmet apparently laced to coif of mail as holes for laces. 
are visible, and over this is a conical ch apelle de fer which has a 
fluted apex in the 1820 illustration and a plain one in the 1851 plate . 
Right h and holds the shaJt of a spear or lance (head lost) ; left 
grasps sword-hilt having narrow, straight quilions and circular 
pommel, while scabbard is adorned with a series of bars. A convex 
heater-shaped shield charged with t he cognizance of t he Raleigh 
family hangs on t he left arm. The slab is said to have measured 
7ft. by 3ft. with an inscription round the margin, which in 1820 is. 
recorded to have been almost illegible. It is not stated in the 
Gentleman's Magazine whether the slab was made from a block of 
alabaster or from one of the Somerset oolites. The lower part of 
the effigy was not existing in 1820. (See Plate VI , fig. 1, copied 
from Arch. I nst.). 

REFERENCES. Gentleman's J.11agazine (1820), x:r, part 2, 209, 
illustrated; Arch. I nst. (Bristol vol. ), 1851, illustration facing p . 
lxxxv; Kelly's Somerset, 1906 (Ashington), 27. 
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CHELVEY (St. Bridget). 

PERSON REPRESEN'l'ED . Unknown knight, possibly a lord of the 
manor in the latter half of the reign of Henry III. 

E1,FIOY (6ft. 5ins.) in suit of mail now worn smooth , coif of mail 
lies in folds on shoulders, head bare, legs straight, surcoat to ankles 
and closed in front, cingulum (l}ins.) falls 15}ins. below buckle, 
sword (2ft . 2ins.) present length with hi lt (6ins.) having circular 
pommel (2Jins. diam.) head with curly Jocks on rectangular cushion 
(1ft. 4ins. by llins.), feet in mail stockings worn smooth but no 
suppor t, right hand grasps a spear at top of shaft (metal head lost), 
present, length=5ft.. 5ins. by 1 /iins. diam., loft hand placed on 
scabbard, no shield on left a.nn, but the slab is somewhat damaged 
at the sides and ends (present length= 6ft. 7ins. by 1ft. lOins. to 
1ft. 5ins.) and is cracked across in two places . Slab is now laid in 
pa,-oment north and south at east end of sout h chapel and is made 
from block of Purbeck marble. Date c. 1260. (See Plate VII, 
fig. 1). 

R1<:FERENCES . Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., x, i , 27 ; LXVTII, xliv; 
Paurs I ncised and Sepulchral Slahs of N. W. Somer.set, 13, Plate XVI; 
Robin ·on's West Country Churches, 1, 142- 143. 

CLEVEDON (St. Andrew). 

PERSON REPRESENTED. Probably Thomas Lovell. His grand­
father was Sir Thomas Rogshaw, owner of the Manor of Clevedon, 
wbo left a son Edmund Hogshaw and two daughters . Edmund 
H ogshaw died childless in 1389 and his property passed in equal 
share. to his two sisters, Johanna who was married to Thomas 
Lovell, and Margaret who was married to John BlueLt (Inq. p_jjl[_ , 
12 Richard IT, No. 25). In 1389 there was a partition e ffected 
beLween Johanna and Margaret of the lands of their brother Edmund 
Hogshaw and the Manor of Clevedon was a llotted to Margaret 
and her h usband John Bluett (Close Rolls, 13 Richard II, part 1). 
Johanna Lovell died in 1409 leaving a son, Thomas; and as 
Margaret died childless in 1400 her nephew Thomas, a minor, was 
declared by a jury to be heir of t he Manor of Clevedon (I nq. P.M., 
11 Henry IV, No. 24). There is no record of his death; but the 
effigy may be to him, as the date of the armotn· appears to be about 
1415. (See Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., xxvn, i , 20). 

EFFIGY (6ft. 4fos.) in suit of plate armour, breast and back plates, 
articulated gorget and shoulder-pieces, visored bascinet rests on 
tilting-helm surmounted by crest a talbot with lambrequins . The 
arms are protected by rerebraces, brassarts, elbow-cops with 
roundels, hands in cuffed gauntlets raised in prayer, skirt of five 
taces, thigh-pieces, greaves, knee-cops with roundels a nd protecting 
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plates, right leg turned round sideways, sollerets with seven articu­
lations rest on a talbot, with head turned upwards and lying on 
grass, narrow sword-belt diagonally crossing taces with Jong sword 
in scabbard hung on left side with narrow, straight quillons and 
diamond-shaped pommel, fragments of rowel-spur exist on right 
foot . In the spaces between the legs and marginal inscription arc 
four heater-shaped shields (5ins. by 6iins. to 7ins.) and lower one 
on left-h and side retains a bordure. The only perfect words of the 
inscription round the border (2ins. to 2Fns .) of the a labaster slab 
is t h e commencement: me JACET (?) Tno(MAS) DOllI : DR : 
CLYVDEN. Date c. 1415. (See Plate IX). 

REFERENCES. Collinson, m , 168 ; Braikenridge's illustrated 
Collinson, rrr, part 2, 168; Proc. Som. Arch. Soc ., xxvrr, i, 17 ; 
Paul's I nscribed and Sepulchral Slabs in N. W. Somerset, 19, Pla.te 
XXII; , iVade's Somerset, 102 ; Robinson's West Cou.ntry Churches, 
I , 178. 

CURRY RIVEL (St. Andrew) . 

PERSON REPRESENTED. It h as been suggestcrl by the late Canon 
H olmes t hat this memorial to an ecclesiastic may have been to 
Walter de Albiniaco, a priest who was app ointed Vicar of Curry 
Rivel in 1265. 

EFFIGY. This fragment of an incised slab is in two parts ; the 
lower portion found a resting-place in the north chapel for many 
years, but the top was missing unt il 1906, when Canon Holmes 
found it laid clown as a paving-stone in the stable-yard of the 
Vicarage. This upper part of the slab con tains the tonsured head of 
an ecclesiastic (ll i ins . from top of head to chin and 9ins. from ear 
to ear) surmount ing a cross flem7, while a cusped canopy of double 
lines is placed a bove t he head of the priest. The two portions of 
the slab (2ft. 2-i ins. by 1ft. ll¾ins. by 4½ins.) fit exactly and are 
made of Lower Lias limestone. Dat e c. 1270. (See Plate X). 

REFERENCES. S. & D. N . & Q., XIV, 268-269 (ilh1stratcd). 

DUNSTER (Priory Church, St. George). 

PERSON REPRESEN'l'ED. Lady E liza beth Luttrell, dau. and 
heiress of S.iJ., Philip Courtenay, the brother of Sir Edward Courteuay 
of Haccombe who was created E arl of Devonshire (1485), and aunt 
of W illiam Courtenay, Earl of Devonshire, who married a dau. of 
King Edward IV. H er first husband was Sir James Luttrell, k t., 
who fought for the House of Lancaster in the batt.la of Wakefield , 
and was mortally wounded in the second battle of St. Albans. H e 
was attainted by Parliament, but his surviving son, Sir Hugh 
Luttrell, kt., petitioned King H enry VII in Parliament that his 
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a ncestor's lands migh t be restored to him and t he a ttainder was 
reversed. Lady Eliza beth Luttrell married Thomas Mallet of 
E nmore for her second husband, and she died in 1493. 

EFFIGY (5ft . 2ins.) incised in an ala baster sla b (6ft. 6½i,ns. by 
3ft . 3}ins . by 3ins.) in kir t le, sleeveless cote-hardie edged with 
ermine, kerchief faUing 13ins. below chin, long mantle, lined with 
ermine and fastened with t asselled cordons, head on rectangular 
cushion (llins. by l 0ins.) laced at t he sides and supported by two 
angels vested in albs, small sleeping dogs a t feet. Round edge of 
sla b is inscribed : 0RA'l']!] QUES0 PRO AJA DNE ELIZABE"rrr LUTTERELL 
QUE 0BIIT PRIMO DIE 111ENSIS SEP'l'EMl3RIS ANNO DNI l\llLLI0 CCCC 
NONAGESI0 TERCIO. NUNC XPE TE PETIMUS MISERER QS QUI V E IS'rl 
REDIME PDI'.l'OS NOLI DAl\1:PNARE REDEl\1:PT0S. 

At a t ime when the church was uncared for the youth of Dunst er , 
it may be observed , made at t he bottom of the slab nine holes 
arranged in a design , and these were for the old English game of 
" Nine holes." (See Plate XL) · 

REFERENCES. Leland's Itinerary , Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., XXXITI, 
ii, 97 ; H ancock's Dzinster Ghiirch and Priory , 86, 87 (illustrated) ; 
Lyte's H istory of Dunster, 130 (iUustrated) ; Lyte's Dunster and its 
Lords, 64 (illustrated) ; Barrett's Somersetshire, 329 ; Wade's 
Somerset, 126. 

E AST COKER (St. Michael). 

PJmS0N REPRESE~TED . An unknown lady . 
E FFIGY (5ft. lin.) incised on flat surface of a bevelled coffin lid 

(lower por tion lost and present length= 5ft. 9ins. by 1ft. 9:in s. 
tapering to 1ft . 4ins. and Sins . t hick) in kirtle, wimp le, long kerchief 
on head, mantle to feet, hands raised in prayer. Th e stone coffin 
(6ft. 4}ins. by 3ft . tapering to 1ft . lOins. with exterior depth of 
1ft . 5ins.) was found in churchyard and is now placed east of t he 
nor th porch. The slab is seriously weathered , cracked dmm the 
cen tre, and both coffin and sla b are made from Ham Hill stone a bout 
the year 1300. 

REFERENCES. Batten 's South Somerset, 153 ; W ade's Somerset, 
105. 

FARLEI GH HUNGER FORD CASTLE CHAPEL 
(St. L eonard). 

PERSON REPRESENTED. On e of th e firs t chaplains of a chantry 
endowed by Walter , Lord H ungerford (ob. 1449), son of Sir Thomas 
Hungerford the purchaser of th e man or. Some consider he may 
have been the -first chantry-priest, and in that case t his effigy was 
t o John Gody . 

EFFIGY (5ft . 2ins .). This effigy is much worn, and only the ou t-
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line of t he figure and a few details can now be t raced . Fortunately 
a sketch was made many years ago and published in the late Canon 
Jackson's G'Uide lJ Farleigh Hunge1f ord , and our descriptic::m of the 
effigy is based on this illustration. The priest is vested in amice, 
alb, maniple, stole, chasuble, hair curly, tonsure, and the hands are 
raised in prayer. The inscription is now illegible, but Canon 
Jackson has printed in his volume t he following, which it is stated 
" could be deciphered with difficulty " : CANTAIUE PPTUE AD 
ALTA.RE . .. . l\1 .. . WAL'l'ERUM HUNGERFORD DOM. HUNGER­
FORD AD . . . . V OBIT vto . . . CUJUS ANillm PROPITIE'.rUR 
DEUS. AMEN. The slab (6ft . 2½ins. by 2ft . Sins.) has t he inscrip­
tion ro1md t he margin (4~ins.) in Lombardic lettering, and it was 
raised by t he Rector , the Rev. Benjamin Richardson, who died in 
1832, and the skeleton of a y01mg man possessing a set of perfect 
teeth was discovered. The slab was made from a block of Great 
Oolite. Date 1450--1460. (See Plate XII, copied from Jackson.) 

REFERENCES. Braikenridge's illustrated Collinson, III, part 3, 
359 (signed W.W.W.); AdJam's illustrated Collinson (Soc. Ant.), 
XI, 359; P roc. Som. Arch. Soc., m, 120, 121, with plan of ch apel 
showing position of this incised slab; The Yoillh's Instriwtion ancl 
G'Uard·ian, No. 167, vol. - XIV, 365; Jackson's G'Uide to Farleigh 
Hungerford, 3rd edit. (1879), 37, Plate XXII; Hutton's Highwciys 
and B yu·ays in Somerset, 74 ; Wade's Somerset, 134. 

LONG ASHTON (All Saints). 

PERSON REPRESENTED. Sir Thomas L yons, the last of his mime 
to own the Manor of Ashton. He obtained in 1391 a charter of free 
warren and liberty to enclose and make a park in his Manor of Long 
Ash ton, and he probably died towards the close of the reign_ of 
Richard II or in the early years of Henry IV, and his Manor of 
Ashton passed to bis cousin Elianore Hubbe, who was a great 
heiress. 

EFFIGY. This effigy is either lost or destroyed, and our knowledge 
of its rests on a detailed account given by Collinson (rr, 301-302) 
and an illustration inserted in his H istory of Somerset, which we are 
enabled to reprod1.1ce through the kindness of Mr. Roland Paul, F.S.A., 
from his block in The Incised and Sepulchral Slabs in N. W . Somerset. 
From t his record we learn that t he effigy and the inscription round 
th e margin were incised , and the lines inla id with some other stone 
such as alabaster or black or colomed marbles. Collinson gives the 
inscription round the verge of the slab as : me JACE'l' THOMAS 
LYONS MILES, xtus BENEDICTUS DEUS, AMEN . Collinson published 
his work in 1791, and at that date the raised table-tomb had been 
removed for the purpose of levelling the floor, and the in cised figure 
of Sir Thomas Lyons was inser ted with others as " a paving stone " 
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in the church , and he adds : " it still remains in the middle p assage 
between the chancel and t be belfry ." Collinson states that" turning 
up t he stone some time since, the arms of Lyons were found carved 
-on a separate stone underneath." The armour, as far as we can 
t race it in . Collinson's illustrat ion, is an in stance of t he j upon and 
camail period of armour, and the figure would be represented in 
pointed bascinet attached to the camail, hauberk, jupon, richly 
-ornamen ted baldrick, shoulder-pieces (laminated 1), brassards, 
-elbow-cops, vambraces, thigh-pieces, knee-cops with protecting 
plates, hands in leather gauntlets with gadlings raised in prayer, 
h ead on t ilting-h elm, la mbreq uins and crest a Sarcicen's head 
(Lyons), feet in ar ticulated sollerets on large lion, the outline of 
.a long sword having hilt with straight quillons on left-hand side 
and dagger on right are plainly vi.sible . The right leg is turned 
.slightly round like t he incised effigy of Thomas de Clyvedon 
(Plate I X) . Rutter, in his volume on Somerset, copies Collinson',; 
description of this effigy so closely that it is inferred t he effigy was 
lost between 1791 ·when Collinson wrote his History and 1829 when 
Rutter published his book. It is possible t he effigy was turned out 
of t he church at some restoration , when it may have been dis­
{)arded as not worth possessing, or it may be that it is sunk beneath 
t he new tile pavemen t. Date c. 1400. (See Plate X III, fig. 1.) 
T he crest and shield from t he seal of Wm . de Lyons (1365) are illus­
t rated in the same plat e, fig. 2 . 

REFERENCES. Collinson, IT, ~01- 2 (illustrated) ; Rutter 's 
.Somerset, 15 ; Paul's I ncised and Sepulchral Slabs of N . W . 
,Somerset, 5, Plate viii, reproducing an illustration from Collinson. 

NETH E R ST OWEY (St. Mary the Virgin). 

PERSON R:P.PRESEN'rED. An unknown lady. 
E Fl!"IGY. This effigy was lost or destroyed probably d uring the 

Testoration of t he church in 1850, and no one now living at Nether 
Stowey remembers it. A sketch in Braikenridge's illustrated 
Collinson (m , part 4, 553), Tatmton Castle Library, depicts this 
figure between two fluted pilasters. At t he back of the sketch it 
is stated that it was made in 1845 and represents " a graved stone 
:in Nether Stowey church," and adds the effigy was placed "near 
t he Communion Table." 

The lady wears a long gown having waist tapering to the bodice, 
close sleeves, cuffs at wrists, hair smooth falling on either side of 
face, no covering t o head, hands raised in prayer. Lower part of 
s lab apparently lost. Date, first half of seventeenth century . (See 
Plate VI, fig. 2, from Braikenridge.) 

REFERENCES. Sketch in Braikenridge's illustrated Collinson, 
JI, par t 4, 553. 
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ST. MARY REDCLIFFE (Bristol) . 

PERSON R EPRESENTED. Unlmown lady, the wife of a lmight. 
E F:JnGY. The slab is the lower part of an incised effigy. It has 

been a tapering coffin lid and on the margin may be read : " + DAME 
T . . . . NE D." The bottom of the kirtle is the only portion of 
t h e effigy now remaining. The slab is made of Dundry freestone. 
Date 1280-1290. (See Plate XIII, fig. 3.) 

RJ,JJJ'J,JR.KNUJ,Jti . Paul's I ncised and Sepulchral Slcibs of N. W . 
Somerset, 2, Plate ii, fig. 3. 

WELLS CATHEDRAL. 

Slab in south choir aisle, formerly between t h e second and third 
piers of that arcade. 

PERSON REPRESEN'.l.'ED. William de Bytton II (the Saint), son 
of Sir John de Bytton, Al·chdeacon of Wells and nephew of a former 
bishop of Bath and Wells who died 1264, consecrated Bishop of 
Bath and Wells in 1267, published wholesome statutes for the 
chm·ch, gave manor of Bicknoller and chm·ch of Stogumber to the 
Cathedral Chapter , popularly canonised and his aid invoked by 
t hose suffering from toothache, died 12/12/1274 . 

E FFIGY (4ft. lOins.) in Eucharistic vestments, amice, apparelled 
alb with a lozenge pattern, stole not visible, fringed maniple on left 
a rm with a lozenge pattern, tunicle, dalmatic, ch asuble, mitre 
(5ins. to t op of horns), right hand raised in blessing, lef t hand holds 
pastoral staff (4f t . 6ins.), crook much damaged above knob, face 
mut ilated, eh.in bearded, tufts of h air lmder mitre, feet not visible 
apparently hidden under alb, head within a t refoil-headed crocheted 
canopy supported by two angels with censers . Slab (5ft. lOins. by 
1ft. lOins. tapering to 12¼ins .) on deeply moulded base (6ft. 6½ins. 
by 2ft. 7ins. tapering to 1ft. 7ins . by 4~ins.) and effigy made of 
Purbeck marble. Date 1274. (Plate VII, fig. 2, and Plate VIII.> 

REFEilENCES. Collinson, m, 382, 399 (wrongly named Bishop 
William I) ; R. Arch. I nst . (Bristol vol.), 1851, 256 (illustrated); 
Dearmer's Wells Cathedral (1st ed.), 124, 125; Wade's Somerset, 
261; Jewers's W ells Cathedral, 38. 


