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INCISED EFFIGIES.

BY ALFRED C. FRYER, PH.D., F.S.A.

HE monumental slabs having incised effigies are far more
numerous in France and other continental countries than
in England, where they are comparatively rare. In the Mid-
lands, however, many of these slabs have been made of alabaster
from the Chellaston quarries in Derbyshire, and for that reason
there are as many as sixty in that county still existing, and
these were sculptured between 1359 and 1691. In the neigh-
bouring county of Staffordshire there are forty-fouf of these
incised effigies still in churches which extend from 1360 to
1673.! In Somerset, however, there are only eight that are
now to be seen, and these range from the middle of the thir-
teenth century to the reign of James I. Records exist fortun-
ately of three that have been lost or destroyed, and these will
also be dealt with in this paper.

An incised slab with an effigy to a military man of thirteenth-
century date is preserved in Chelvey Church (Plate V1L, fig. 1),
and was probably made between the years 1250 and 1270.
This monument may have been laid in the chancel pavement
originally, but a later age consigned it to the crypt. It is now,
however, once again in the church, being placed north and south
beneath the east window of the chapel. This chain mail

1. “Notes on the Incised Effigies of Derbyshire and Staffordshire by
Andrew Oliver.”” Awrch. Journ., LXXVIII, 1-30 (illustrated).

















































































