
Notes on Some Somerset Place-Names 
BY A. G. C. TURNER, M.A. 

Trrn following notes are short extracts from a paper on 
Somerset Place-Names which was produced in June 1950. 
Owing to its length, t his paper could not be printed as a whole, 
and it was felt that the publication of a few extracts in the 
form of notes would be of interest to Somerset readers. 

Tlus is not the place for a lengthy introduction, but two or 
three important aspects of the place-names discussed below 
should be noted. On the Colt ic side, there are forms, such as 
Tarnock (from British *tarniico-) which are similar to certain 
place-names in Romanized Gaul. The first element in Tintin
hull, from British *Tintinio-, and Fontanetum, the ancient 
name for \Veils, are names of the same sort, and provide us 
with a glimpse of the local place-nomenclature of the country 
in Roman t imes. Secondly, the numerous Cornish parallels of 
Celtic names in Somerset are useful pointers regarding the 
Celtic dialect which was once spoken in the County. 

On the English side, fresh material has been drawn from 
the Codex Wintoniensis.1 This material has proved to be of 
vital importance for the etymologies of many names in West 
Somerset, such as Chipley and Kentsford Farm, which are 
discussed below. Although this material was typed as a whole 
in an appendix of the original paper, lack of space prevented 
it being published here. As the relevant passages, which are 
all in Old English, are of considerable value for the early histor y 
of Taunton Deane, it is hoped that this material will be printed 
as soon as space is available. 

AD. 
Ant Glast . 

ABBREVIA'l'IONS 

(These include brief notes on some MSS.) 

Catalogite of Ancient Deeds. (In progress.) 
Additional MS. 22,934 (BM). William of Malmes
bury, De Antiquitate Glastoniensis Ecclesiae. A 
vellum MS. of the early fourteenth century, 

1 )3rit . Mus. Add. MS. 15, 350. 
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Ant Glast ('l'). 

ASC (A) 

ASC (E) 

Ass. 

Bath 

Bath (SRS) 

BBCS 

BOS 
BM. 
Bret 
Brit 
Bruton 

Buck . 

Co 
coll 
cw 

DB. 

DB Exon . 

DEPN. 

Dunster 

EAl~C. 

cl . 
FA . 
]F . 
Fine 
Geld R 
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M.S. Trin. Coll. Cantab. 724. A vellum MS. of the 
early thirteenth century, but containing numerous 
passages in latci· hands. 
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle ; the Parker M:S. 
Facsimile, edited by Robin Flower and Hugh 
Smith. (London, 1941.) 
T wo Saxon Chronicles (Parallel) Plummer: O:-..-forcl 
1892. 
Assize Rolls. Printed for Somerset in SRS vols. 
11, 36, 41, 44. 
The Chartulary of Bath Abbey. MS. Corpus 
Christi Coll. Cambridge cxi. The chartulary is 
for the most part a MS. of the early twelfth century. 
Chartulary of Bath Abbey (Lincoln's Inn Y.IS.) . 
Printed in SRS vol. 7. 
The Bulletin of the Board of Celtic Studies (1923 
onwards). University of Wales Pross. 
Walter de Gray Birch: Cartularium Saxonicum. 
British Museum. 
Breton. 
British. 
The Chartulary of Bruton Priory. Printed in 
SRS vol. 8. 
The Chartulary of Buckland Priory (Durston, 
Somerset). A fifteenth-century MS. belonging to 
t he Somcrsetshi.rc Arch::eological and Natural 
History Society at Taunton. 
Cornish. 
collective. 
Additional MS. 15,350 (BM) (Codex Wintoniensis), 
folios 27b, 28, MS. dated 1130- 50 ; the contents 
of folios 27b, 28 have not yet been printed. 
Domesday Book (Exchequer). Facsimile pro
duced by the Ordnance Survey. 
The Exeter Domesday. (Domesday Book iii, 
London 1816.) 
The Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names : 
Professor Eilert Ekwall. (3rd edit ion, 1947.) 
Records of the Honour of D unster : Sir H. C. 
Maxwell-Lyte. SRS vol. 34. 
Enwaii Afonydd a Nentydd Cymru : R. J. Thomas. 
University of Wales Press (1938). 
element . 
Feudal Aids (6 vols.) 1899- 1920. 
Feet of Fines, Somerset : SRS vols. 6, 12, 17, 22. 
Calendar of Fine Rolls (in progress). 
Geld R oll of 1084 ; Printed in DB iii ; t his includes 
the hundred lists. The date of the lists is also 1084. 
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Gerard. 
Gest Reg 

Glast . 

Glast Feod 

GrSo . 

Harl Gen. 

Holder. 

Hundred R 

Ipm 
K.CD 
lVIBret . 
ME 
Mont . 

Much 

n.d. 
NLFr 

OCo 
OE. 
ow 
PNBk. 

p rn . . 
PNEss . 
PNSx 
P:t--.TvV 
RO. 
RN. 

Seer Abb 

So Hist E 

SRS 
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Gerard's Siirvey of Somerset (1633). SRS vol. 15. 
William of Malmesbury : Ge-sta R egum Anglorum, 
completed by 11 25; MS. Reg. 13. D. ii (BM). 
A MS. of the late twelfth centm y. 
J'he Great Chartiilary of Glastonbury. SRS vol. 59 
(1947). 
:Feodary of Glastonbury Abbey; dated 1342- 3. 
MS. Bodley, Wood Empt. I. 
Dr. G. B. Grundy : ' The Saxon Charters and 
Field-N<Unetl uf SuwursuL ', Proceerliinys , 1935. 
The Harleian Genealogies (MS. Harl. 3859, eleventh 
centmy). Y Cymmrodor ix. 180, etc. 
A. Holder : Alt-celtischer Sprachschatz. (Leipzig, 
1896 ff.) 
BM. Additional MS. 24,775. A late t ranscript of 
Hundred Rolls, 13 Edward I. 
Calendar of Inquisitions post mortem (in progress). 
J.M. Kemble : Codex Diplomatiws Aevi Saxonici. 
Middle Breton. 
Middle English 
The Chartulary of Montacute Priory. MS. of 
Trinity College, Oxford. Nu merous entries in the 
chartulary are in an early fourteenth-century 
hand ; but the text also includes entries in 
numerous other hands of a later date. 
The Chartulary of Muchelney Abbey: printed in 
SRS vol. 14. 
not dated. 
Auguste Longnon : Les N oms de Lieu de la France. 
(Paris, 1920- 9.) 
Old Cornish. 
Old English. 
Old Welsh. 
The Place-Name,;; of B-uclcingha1nshire (EPNS), 
1925. 
The Place-Names of Devon (EPNS), 1931-2. 
The Place-Name,;; of E ssex (EPNS), 1935. 
11.'he Place-Names of Sussex (EP JS), 1920- 30. 
The Place-Names of Wiltshire (EPNS), 1939. 
Revue Celtique. 
Professor E ilert Ekwall : English R iver-Name,;;. 
(Oxford, 1928.) 
Secretiim Abbatis : MS. Bodley, Wood Empt. I. 
Written c. 1340- 2. A chartulary of Glastonbury 
Abbey. · 
J . Armitage Robinson: Somerset Historical Essays 
(British Academy, 1921). 
Somerset Record Society Publications, 



Stog 

Taunton 

w. 
Wells {l) 

Wells (2) 
Wells (Drok) . 
Wells (RRS) 
Wills . 
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Original charters of Stogurscy P riory at Eton 
College. 
Original documents (various dates) in the Count y 
lVIuseum, Taunton. 
Welsh 
Liber Albus I.1 MS. dated c. 1240 for t he older 
entries. 
Liber Albus II.1 MS. written c. 1500. 
Register of Bishop Drokensforcl1 (1309- 27). 
Registrum Radulphi de Salopia1 (1327- 63). 
A nglo-Saxon Wills . Ed. Dorothy Whitelock. (Cam
bridge, 1930.) 

PHONE'l'ICS 
The phonetics used in these notes arc identical with those used 

in the publications of the English Place-Name Society. 

1. CHIPLEY in Nynehead and L angford Budville. 
(iisque) ceappanleage 854 (12th.) BCS 476, oiJ cyppan leage ? 854 
(12th.). CW, Cippelegh ' n.d. (early 14th.) Mont, (de) Chyppelegh 
1284-5 FA, 1285/6 Hunched R , (de) Chippelegh 1330 (15th.) 
Buck, Westchippelegh 1408- 9 FF, Chipley 1591 Dunster. 
'Cyppa's clearing'. The form in CW renders untenable Pro-

fos::;ur E k wa,ll 's i.nLer_JJrnLa,Liuu uf t he na,roe.2 For OE Cyppci or 
Cippa, which is not recorded in independent use, v. Pt-.TW 89, 
DEPN 100. 

2. Curry. 
NoRTH CcmRY. 
(on) curig ie mmre 854 (12th .) BCS 475, (iisque ad) Curig 904 
(12th.) BCS 612, mt Ouri 1066- 88 {l 2th .) KCD 897, Cori 1084 
Geld R, Nortcilri 1086 DB, Nortchori 1086 DB Exon, North Ciiry 
1262- 3 FF. 
CuRRY MooR in North Curry. 
Corymore, Corymormede 1262- 3 FF. 
CURRY MALLET. 
Curi 1086 DB, DB Exon. 
CURRY RIVEL. 
Ouri 934-9 (early 14th .) Much , Chori, Couri 1084 Geld R , Chiiri 
Oiiri 1086 DB, Churi, Chori, Ciiri 1086 DB Exon. 
CuRRYPOOL in Spaxton. 
Curiepol 1086 DB, DB Exon, Cornpol 1285- 6 Hundred R, 
Ciirypol 1310- 11, Coripol 1331- 2 FF, Corypol 1342 Glast Feod. 

1 MSS. in the possession of the Dean ancl Chapter of Wells. 
• In DEPN 100. 
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For a full discussion of this name, and the identical names Cory, 
Curry, Ct1ry in Cornwall, Cory Brook, Coryton, etc., in Devon, 
v. RN 97-8. 

It should be noted that definite forms of this name arc confined 
to Somerset, Devon and Cornwall, and that it is unknown in Wales. 
Bearing this in mind, it is possible that Co cur ' limit ', ' border ', is 
derived from the same origin, for which a Brit *curria 1 might be 
suggested. In ancient times boundaries were often made to coincide 
with the courses of brooks and rivers; cf. OE (ge)mc.er(e)-broc, a 
topographical expression used in land charters. This etymology 
at least would account for the common occurrence of Curry, etc., 
as a stream name in the three south-western count ies. 

3. FmEoAK (6") in Bishop's Hull Without. [fidiouk] olim [fidik] 
fiduscaga 854 (12th.) BCS 476, fidiw scaga ?854 (12th.) CW, iipp 
on Fiduc and Zang landgern::eres 899-909 (c. 1500) BCS 610, 
(on, of) fiduc Jorda (sic MS.) 1033 (12th.) KCD 750, Fidoc 
1208-09 FF, Fydok c. 1387, 1388, Fydolce c. 1388 Fine, Fydolc 
1391- 2 FF. 

Some of the above examples show that Fidiic was in the first 
place a stream-name. As Grundy pointed out, 2 it was the name of 
the lower part of the stream which flows from Buckland Wood on 
the Black Down Hills, and passing by Stoford, reaches the River 
Tone near Hele Hill in Bradford parish. But the name is now 
confined to Fideoak Farm, M:ill and Weir (6't all of which lie about 
t hrflfl-']_111trter ,; of fl, mile e::tst of the point where "fi'id1.1c and Tone now 
meet. The River Tone must have changed its course considerably 
here, and in ancient times the stream Fiduc must have flowed 
round Hele Hill, and probably joined the main river in the neigh
bourhood of Fideoak Mill. 

The name cam1ot be English. It is difficult to suggest an etymo
logy, but Co fyth, W ffydd 'faith ', derivatives of Latin fides, might 
be mentioned. Thus the general sense here might be 'faithful one, 
stream that never fails to give a copious supply of water'. 

4, GLASTONBURY. (DEPN 188-9.) 
Ineswytrin 601 (early 14th.) BOS 835, Ineswitrin 601 (12th.) 
BCS 836, mt Gl:.estinga byrig 688 ASC (A), (in) Glastingciburghe 705 
(14th.) BOS 112, Glasteie, Glastingeie 725 (12th.) BOS 142, 
Glastingabiirgh 744 (14th.) BOS 168, (in) Glastoii 798 (early 14th.) 
BOS 284, ipsa villa Glastofi (sic MS.) 944 (early 14th.) BOS 794, 
?Glastenic ?ante 950 (c. 1100) Harl Gen, (into) Gl::estyngabyrig 
971-83 Wills, (on) Gl;;estinga byrig 1016 ASC (E), Aecclesia 
Glastingberiae, Glastingberie 108G DB, glastoniam sua (Britannica) 

.
1 I am indebted to Professor Konnoth Jackson of Harvard University, for 

tho reconstruction of this form ; ho points out , however, that Co cur is irregular 
in not being cor, 

2 GrSo 30. 
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lingua ineswitrim appellauit 11215 (late 12th .) Gest Reg, Glastonia 
id est Urbs Vitrea (12th.) Carodoci vita Gildac 10, Glastonia 
1199-1200 FF , et passim. 

Although t he pla,ce-name Glastonbury has been the subject of 
much comment in t he past , t his is perhaps t he t ime to review t he 
evidence at our disposal, especially in the light of fresh place-name 
material collected from Somerset and Cornwall. But at the outset 
two facts must be clearly realized. 

Firstly, the forms of the name as we have t hem may be misleading, 
for we have no really early forn;is in original documents. The 
earliest example is in fact (ret) Gla,stinga byrig 688 ASC (A), which 
presumably shows the form of t he name as it was written towards 
the end of the ninth century. Tlus is a common t rouble with 
names for which early forms have to he supplied from Glastonbury 
documents, in which genuine early forms arc rare. Secondly , the 
place-name was, for a number of centuries, t he subject of popular 
ctymology.1 This began early, as William of Malmesbury himself 
had a hand in it ; a.nd he was followed in t lus respect by the 
nu merous interpolators of his book De Antiquitate Glastoniensis 
Ecclesiae. 2 

Phillimore, commenting on the form Glastenic in the Harleian 
Goncalogies,3 identified it with Glastonbury, and suggest ed Co, 
Bret glastan(n), glasten(n) (coll. ) 'oak-t rees', as an etymology. In 
favour of t his suggestion is t he fact t hat Co glastann appears else
where in place-names at an early elate ; e.g., it is found in T eglctston 
1086 DB, T reglctstan 1086 DB Exon, Treglc1,Sta 1300-01 (early 14t h.) 
Nlont, t he name of a place in Cornwall. Secondly, place-name 
elemen ts which are common to both Cornwall and Somerset , but 
are rare or non-existent clsowhorc, arc not far to seek. E xamples 
arc : t he river-names Curry (supra) and Parrett,4 Lantocai, the 

1 vVe m ust dismiss the form Ineswytrin, otc., on those grounds ; v. DEPN 
189, H older i. 2027. B ut v. EANC 180, whoro it is pointed out t hat Gwydrin 
might be a personal namo; it is found as a place-name (Gwydryn on the 
Ordnance l " Map) n oar Llanodwon in Anglosoy. 

2 On the De Antiquitate and lntor interpolations, v. So H ist E , 1- 25. 
One of t hese interpolations is q uotod bolow in full, as it illustrates how far 
t his popular etymology wont ; tho italics are my own ; the source for t he 
passage is B rit . Mus. Add. MS. 22,934, f. 10 (i) : ' H acc itaq,w insula primo 
ynswytrin a britonibus dicta, dcmmn ab anglis, torram s ibi subiugan t ibus; 
intorprntato priore uocabulo, d ie.ta est sua lingua Glasteingbitry. uol do 
Glasteing, do quo p momisi.mus, eciam insula cmallonie celebriter nominatur, 
cuius uocabuli h ie fu.i.t origo. Supradictum est, quod Glasteyng scrofam suam 
sub arboro pomifora iuxta uotustam ecclesiam inuenit, ubi quia p rirnum ad 
veniens porno. in partibus illis rar issima r epperit, insulam auallonie sua lingua, 
.i. insulam pomorum, nominavit . aualla enim br itonice p oma interpretatw: 
h1t ino. uel cognominatur do quodam aualloc qui ibiclom cwn s,1is filiabus, 
propter loci sccretum, fortur inhabittasso.' 

2 Y Gymmrodor ix. 180 (1888). 
• v. RN 321. 
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pre-English name of Leigh in Street, 1 and the first el. 'in Tintin
hull. 

Bearing these facts in mind, I see no reason why Co gl,astann. 
Brit *glastotan1ut, 2 should not be t he etymology. Later the OE 
suffixes -ingas or ieg ' island ' were added to t he Celtic form, as 
Professor Ekwall bas suggested. 

5. HALSWELL HousE in Goathurst. 
Hasewelle 1086 DB, Ilasewilla 1086 DB Exon, Halswell 1242- 3 
FF, Haleswell' 1242- 3 Ass, Hctlswille 1284- 5, Halleswelle 1303 FA, 
Halswelljiixla Gothurst 1313- 14 FF, Haleswell 1318 Wells (Drok), 
Halswell 1428 FA, c. 1633 Gerard . 

Formerly, OE heals-wiell 'spring by a neck of land '; for the 
fu-st el. , cf. Halse (DEPN 203). But t his is not a combination that 
is common from the topographical point of view, and as suggested 
elsewhere 3 the first cl. is probably OE lwzsel ' hazel '- a much 
more lilrnly epithet for a spring or well. 

OE hresel is found in modern Devon and Somerset dialect as halse, 
and the presence of such a form as hals(e) in ME dia lect could 
equally well account for the ME forms given above. The meaning 
would be 'spring or well overgrown by hazels'. For an identical 
name, see Haswell in PND 304. 

6. InsoN FARM in Stogursey. 

Edevestone 1086 DB, Edeuestona 1086 DB Exon, Edewston 1242-3 
Ass, Edigheston 1301- 02, Edustiine 1335- 6, Edeston 1369- 70, 
Edyston, Ediston, Edistone 1389- 90, Edeston 1430-31 (c. 1500) 
Wells (2), Edeston 1431 FA. 

'The tiin or farm of a woman named Eadgifn ' . The same per
sonal name is found in Eddington, Berkshire (DEPN 153). 

7. KENTSFORD FARM, on the boundaries of Watchet and Williton. 
(on) keanulfes Jorda, (on) ceanulfes ford ? ante 959 (12th.) CW, 
Kaneford, Caneford ' 1244 Ass, Keneford 1280 Ipm, Ifonesford 
1282--4, c. 1330, Kanesforde 1406- 07 Dunster, K eynesford 1444-5 
FF, K eynnysford 1504, J(ynsford 1627 Dunster, Caynsford c. 1633 
Gerard, K ensford 1685 Taunton. 

1 This was L antocal 680 (14th.) BCS 47, De L eghe. Lantocay 681, Lantokay 
725 (early 13th.) Ant. Glast (T), L antocai 725 (12th.) BCS 142, Lantokay id 
est leng' 725 (14th.) Seer Abb, L antokai .i . L ege n.d. (13th.) Ant Glast ('I'), 
(14th.) Ant Glast. 'Church of St. Cai ', later K ea . Idontical with Landkey 
in North Devon (Landechei in 1166, etc.), and Landegea in Kea, Cornwall, 
which was Landighe 1086 DB. 

2 I am indebted to Profess~r Jackson for assistance here; he points out 
that Professor Ekwall's *glastonia is unlikely, as this would have become 
Primitive Co *glassen P rim. W *glassein or the like by the t ime the English 
arrived. 3 PND (1) !viii. 



Notes on Some Somerset P lcice-Names 119 

'Cynewulf's ford ' . I t is t empting to connect the fi rst cl. in this 
place-name with t he Ceniilf who was gmnted land by King Edgar 
in 961 ::et p ipiglea,1 proba,bly Withicl Florey ; in the same docu
ment we also find (to) cywulfes treope. 

8. MEARE. (DEPN 304). 

terram quae dicit·ur F erramere 670 (14th .) BOS 25, insula qui gimm 
tingitiir (sic MS) hinc atque illinc paltude cuiiis uocabiilum est 
Ferramere 680 (14t h.) BOS 47, .Ferremere 725 (12th .) BOS 142, 
F erlingemere 725 (14th. ) Seer Abb, Ferramere 971 (early 14th .) 
BOS 1277, in stagnmn F earningamere 1016 (late 12th.) K OD 723, 
insula quae iwcatur M ere 1086 DB, M era 1086 DB Exon, F erre
mere 1121 (14th.) Glast , F erramere c. 11 25 (late 12th .) Gest Reg, 
F eringemere, F erramere 1129- 39 (ear ly 14th.) Ant Glast, F erra
mere 1154- 89, Farningmere 1168, aqua de Faryngmere 1203 
(14th.) Glrrst , F erningemere 1218- l !) (c. 1500) Wells (2), Faring
mere 1307- 27 Seer Abb, maneriiim de M ere ciim toto stagno de 
F erlyngmere ] 327-8 Wells (l ). 

The only example which represents the OE form accurately is 
(stagnum) F earningamere 1016 (late 12th .) KCD 723.2 Formally, 
'the pool of the F earningas, dwellers in a place abounding in bracken 
or fern '. But a personal name would be preferable ; for t his 
possibility, v. DEPN 167 under Farningham, Kent. 

We may compare (on ) f earninga broce 956 BCS 926, (on) f earninga 
broc 1045 KCD 781, the name of a stream near Southampton ; 
and (innan) f earninga lege 061 (12th .) BCS 1076, a place at Easton 
near Winchester. If OE Jearn 'fern ' is the true etymology, I do 
not think that t his is a very suitable place-name for t he t errain 
round Meare, and it is likely that the Somerset F earningas came 
from anot her dist rict ; bearing this in mind, a connection with 
F earningas of Hampshire, etc., is a possibility t o be considered . 

Topographically , it is plain from BCS 47 and other documents 
t hat OE F earninga-mere referred primarily to the swamps and 
lagoons near t he island of Meare ; but t he namo was also used for 
the island itself, as in BOS 25 and the Glastonbury Chartulary, 
perhaps from t he ear liest times. 

9. MINEHEAD. (DEPN 312). 

mt M ynheafdon 1046 (12th ) KCD 1334, M anehefue 1084 Geld R , 
Maneheve 1086 DB, J.l1aneheiia 1086 DB Exon, J.lfaneheaf e 1090-
1100 (early 12th .) Bath , J.l1enheve 1192- 6, M enhaved 1198- 1205 
Bruton, M enheved 1259 Dunster, M ynhevede 1284-5 FA, M en
heved 1287 Bruton , Myneheved 1313 Wells (Drok), Mynhevede 
1:340 Bath (SRS), Mynehened I 348, J.l1ynhened 1352 Wells (RRS), 
Mynhed 1400, M inehed 1459 Dunster . 

1 BCS 1072. 
2 Need loss to say, this is not a Glas tonbury document ; v. und er Glnst.on

bury supra. 
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The ety mology of l\'.Iinehead is bow1d up with that of EAST and 
WEST MYNE [mi"n], isolated farms situated on t he lofty range of 
hills which rises steeply behind t he town. These places were Mene 
1086 DB, Mena 1086 DB Exon, Menelond n .d . (15th .) Buck . The 
·range of hills (me summit of which reaches 1013 feet ) was M enedun ' 
1225 Ass. 

Bearing in mind the early forms of East and West Myne, I do 
not think that t he first el. in lVIinehead can represent Primitive W 
*m;;Jnia, Moel W mynydd, as suggest ed by Professor Ekwall. A 
comparison of the early forms of t he name with t hose of Mendip 
confirm s this : Mendip was M enedepe in 1185, M endep, Menedup 
1225 Ass, Mimedep in 1235, Minedepe 1236 FF.1 H ere indeed 
it is probable t hat t he et ymology is Prim W *rMnia, and it will 
be noticed that the final -d of this word is always apparent. This 
-d never appears as t he t ermination of t he first cl. in 1VliJ10head; 
v. examples supra. As for th e form Menediin' (122/i Ass), this is 
.il1ene-dun ' M ene hill '; cf. Menelond ' Mene land ' supra. 

I suggest Co min 2 W min ' edge, brink, lip ' as the etymology ;3 

t he vowel in Co min was long, as it is in Welsh .4 The range of 
hills ment ioned above has a precipitous northern face which drops 
about 800 feet steeply down t o sea level. West Myne st ands on 
t he very brink of this cliff, and E ast Myne is only about a quarter 
of a mile from i t . 

The second cl. is OE heafod ' head ' here used in the sense of 
' head land ' or ' hill '. l n the OE form of t he name (KCD 1334 
supra) this el. is plural. 

10. MoN'.l'ACUTE , and BISH0PSTON (6"), a t it hing in that parish 
(DKPN 314). 

Logderesbeorgnm 851 (ca.rly 13th. ) Ant Glast (T), Lodegares
bergh 854 (14th.) Glast , munt acuht 1066- 87 (13th .) Wells 
(1), (in) monte accuto 1084: Geld R , Ipse comes (.i1foritoni
ensis) tenet in domanio Biscopeslone et ibi est wstellum ejus quad 
iwccitur Montagud 1086 DB, Bisobeslona, M ontagut 1086 DB 
E xon, Biscopestima l 0!ll- l 106 (early 14th.) Mont, Oerte Logor 
is pro iLero asserif;ur esse de ciiius nomine quondam Legperesberh 
dicebatnr qui niinc Mons Aculits iwcaliir c. 1125 (late 12th .) 
Gest Reg, Loggaresbeorg .i . Mimtagn, Legderesbeorgmn n .d. 
(early 13t h.) Ant Glast (T), Logpor, Logpores-beorh, Legderesbeor
gum, Loggaresbeorg .i . JJ.funtagn, Legderesbeorgiin 1129- 39 (early 
14th. ) Ant Glast , Jl1ontagn 1309- 27 Wells (Drok), Bisshopeston 
jiixta M ountagu 1399- 1400 FF. 

1 DEPN 306. 
2 The OCo form would be idon timil. 
3 Fo r min as an el. in place-namos, v. "11N 202-3 ; cf. also Mingeli 1086 DB, 

DR E xon, the nam e of a place in Cornwall. 
• I am indeb ted to Professor J ackson for this in forma t ion. 
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The first el. in the forms L odegaresbergh, Loggaresbeorg, etc., is 
found in the following place-names : Ludgershall in Buckingham
shire (~ t L utegareshale 1015 KCD 722),1 Lurgashall in Sussex 
(Lutegareshal(e ) in 1224),2 Ludgershall in Wiltshire (Lutegareshal(e ) 
in 1166), 3 Luggarshall in Owl pen in Gloucestershire (vutegareshale 
in 1220),3 and in Lotegoreshale 1293 AD ii, a lost place-name in 
Saffron Walden, Essex.3 In spite of the occurrence of this el. five 
t imes in conjunction with OE healh, and only once with OE beorg 
' hill ' the only explanation which is at all satisfactory is to regard 
it as a personal name Lut(e)gar ; 4 the el. Lut- in a personal name 
is also found in Lutsige 11th. KCD 1334. 

William of Malmesbury may have used corrupt forms in his 
explanation of the name, 5 but there can be no doubt t hat he had 
very ancient sources at his disposal relating to the early history of 
Glastonbury. Of B regored, described by W. of lVI. as a British 
Abbot of Glastonbury, we have a t race in Bregedeswere, .Breg1·edeswere 
801 (14th.) BOS 300, t he name of a place near But leigh, now lost.6 

The name .Bishopston is probably to be com1ected with t he 
1'iimbeord EpiscopibS mentioned in the list of contents of the ancient 
Liber T errarum Glastoniae. 7 This list is found in MS. Trin. Coll. 
Cantab. 724, and was drawn up c. 1247; the relevant ent ry is as 
follows : T umbeord episcopibS de L ogderesdone .i . M ontagu G(las
toniae). Bishops of the name of T unbeorht held the sees of Hexham 
(681-4), . Lichfield (842-63), and Winchester (c. 875-c. 879). 

11. STOGURSEY (DEPN 424). 

Stoche 1086 DB, E stocha 1086 DB Exon, Suntinstoch ante 1107, 
(de) Sutinstoche ante 1160, (de) Stoche, Stach' ante 1171, (de) 
S tochiis ante 1187 (de) S toke GiLrci ant e 1189 Stog, Stoke Giwcy 
c. 1224 (15th.) Buck. 

The first el. in t he form Suntin-stoch is identical with that found 
in Sompting in Sussex, which was (to) Siintinga(gem~re) 956 BOS 
961. 8 This is OE *S,unt ' marsh ' or ' pool ' ; v. DEPN 410. The 
same el. is also found in Sunte House (the Sonnte lande in 1522) 9 

in Lindfield in t he same county, and there is a Sunt Copse (6") 
(Siint Coppice in 1678)10 in the parish of R edlynch in Wiltshire. 

1 PNBk 104-6. 
3 P NSx 111. 
3 PNW 367-8. 
• lb. 368. 
• The forms in Gest R eg aro t he histor ian's own ; but those in An t Glo..st 

(Brit. Mus. Add. MS. 22, 934) and An t Glast (T) (MS. Trin. Coll. Can tab. 724) 
~annot be free from snsp icion, as t hese versions of the De A n/Jiquitate suffer 
from drast ic alteration and interpolation of a 13:ter period. 

6 v. So H ist E 27, note 2. 
' On the Liber 'L'errarum, v. So Hist E 44-7. 
8 v. PNSx (1) 201 for fur ther forms. 
• An account of the topography of t hoso p laces is given in P ND (2) x . 
10 PNW 397. , 

VOL. xcv.-(F-ijth Series) r 
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This etymology suits the topography of the Stogursey Brook, 
which in its lower reaches at least flows through marshy ground. 
Lower down on its course in Zrnrn (6") [zain] which was la Sitndei 
1329- 30, le Seynne 1371- 2, Synde 1388-9, la Synde c. 1392, La Seynd 
c. 1409, Sende 1429-30 (c. 1500) Wells (2). This appears to be 
identical with Seend in Wiltshire (Seynde 1249 Ass, etc.),1 and so 
cannot be connected with the cl. sunt discussed above ; but it should 
be noted that the etymology suggested in PNW (OE *srende 'sandy 
place ') is not suitable for Zinc, where the soil is anything but 
sandy. 

The meaning of Sitntinstoch would be ' stoc near a marsh or pool ' . 
For the cl. -in(g)- cf. Stoyning Farm (6") in Stogursey, wJ1ich was 
(apud) Staninges ante 1181 Stog. 

12. TARNOCK in Badgworth. 
Ternuc (or Termic)** 693 (14th.) BOS 121, Biddesham quod 
Tarnitc proprie appellatur 1065 (c. 1500) Wells (2), Ternoc 
1086 DB, DB Exon, Tornuc (or Tormic)** 1129-39 (early 14th.) 
Ant Glast, 'l.'iirnok 1303, 1346 FA, Tornok 1370 FF. 
(** Ambiguous in the MS.) 

This name is discussed by Professor Ekwall in RN 392, but 
another etymology can be suggested. Professor Jackson has drawn 
my attention to the stem tarn- 'to dry, wipe, rub ', but also ' to 
turn '. 2 In this case, a Brit *tarnaco-, which would give OE 
*tearnoc, can be suggested ; cf. Tarnacus, fotmd in Tarnac,3 in 
the department of Correze, France. If the name is primarily that 
of a place, it could mean ' dry place ', in contrast to the surrounding 
marsh ; or if it was in the first place a river-name, the sense wou ld 
be 'turning or winding stream'. Both these renderings would be 
apt for Tarnock, which lies in a very marshy district. 

13. TINTINHULL [tintnal] (DEPN 453). 

T intanhulle c. 965 (early 13th.) Ant Glast (T), Tintenellae, 
Tintehellae (obl) 1084 Geld R, Tillenelle, '1'intehalle 1086 DB, 
T intenellae (obl), Tintehella, Tuttehella 1086 DB Exon, Tintenelle 
1091-1106, (de) Tintenella 1107- 1122 (early 14th.) Mont, 
Tintanhulle 1129- 39 (early 14th.) Ant Glast, Tintenell' c. 1155, 
Tintenellct c. 1155 (early 14th.) Mont, Tyntenhiill 1242-3 FF, 
Tyntenhille, Tyntenhulle 1273 (c. 1500) Wells (2), (de) Tyntehulle 
1284-5 FA, Tyntenhull c. 1311 Wells (Drok), Tyntehiill 1316 FA, 
Tyntenhiill 1350 Wells (RRS). 

The first el. in this name is identical with TINTEN, the name of a 
farm in the parish of St. Tudy, Cornwall ; this was Thinten 1086 DB, 

1 For additional forms, v'. PIDV 131-2. 
2 Tarn- is found early in Welsh; OW tam-etor' is reckoned', a form which 

occurs in the tenth century Computus Fragment For a discussion of this 
el. v. BBCS (III) 2G3-5. 

3 Holder ii. 1735. 
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Tinten 1086 DB Exon. For this form a Brit *tintinio- is a Wrnly 
origin; we may compare T intini-iiciim,1 lwdie Tintigny, in Belgium. 
The el. is obscure in meaning, but might be a topographical term. 
Tintinhull and Tinten are both situated near t he sources of small 
brooks. The second el. is OE hyll ' hill '. 

14. TORWESTON in Sampford Brett. 
T urvestone 1086 DB, T uriiestona 1086 DB Exon, T on;eston 
1282-4 Dunster, Thorveston 1284-5, l'orveston 1303 FA, 
l'oriieston 1336- 7 FF, l'orreston 1410 Dunster. 

' p m j ero's tun or farm'. Identical with Turweston in BuclciJ1g· 
hamshire, which was T iirveston(e) 1086 DB, 1284 F A, etc. 2 

pmjerp (representing ON porroor) is found as the name of a Danish 
jarl at Northampton in 921.3 

15. WELLS (DEPN 481). 

Fontineto (obl) 725 (l2th.) BOS 142, Fontanetum 725 (14th.) 
Seer Abb, (monasterium) juxta fontem magnmn quern vocilant 
Wielea 766 (c. 1500) BOS 200, cet pyllan (sic M.S.) c. 1050 (late 
t ranscript) KCD 837, l,Jlelle 1086 DB, Ecclesici Wellensis que 
alio nomine antiquitus iwcabatur Fontanensis post 1243 Wells (1). 

As long ago as 1840 Hardy, in his eclitionof Gesta RegurnAnglorurn, 
pointed out that Fontanetum referred to Wells ; this has not received 
the attention it deserves. Fontanetnm was a common place-name 
in Gaul, and is found today in t he forms Fontenoy, Fontenay, and 
Fontanet in various par ts of Fmnce.4 It is a,lso found in Italy 
north of the River Po; cf. Fontaneto d'Agogna, in Piedmont, and 
Fontaneto da Po, 15 miles S.W. of Vcrcelli. 

The first el. is identical with t he late Latin fontiina ' spring, 
fountain ' . The suffix -et itm is probably Latin, but it was plainly 
in common use in Celtic countries which had been overrun by the 
Romans. It is also found in Gallo-Latin place-names compounded 
with the names of t rees or plants.5 

It may be argued that the forms occur only in documents whfoh 
are copies of the charter known as the Magniim Privilegiiim I nae 
Regis, which was a blatant forgery. In reply to this criticism one 
can point to the undoubtedly ancient names which appear elsewhere 
in t he same document, such as Lantocai ( 4 siipra) and Poelt. 6 Like 

1 Holder ii. 18M. 
2 PNBk 49, DEPN 446 (on Thoroton), and 460. 
3 ASC (A). 
4 Fontenoy (Aisne, Meurthe-et-Moselle, Vosgcs, Yonne); Fontcnay (Aube, 

Calvados, etc.); Fontanet (Lot, Lot-et-Garonno, Puy-do-Dome) : v. NLFr 
673, RC x .231. 

• E.g. Alnetum (alnus) > Aulnay, Frnxinetum (fraxinus) > F rayssinet, 
Freycenet, etc., Spineturn (spina) > Epinoy ; it is also fotmd with Celt ic 
iterno- 'alder ' in Vernetum > Vemois, etc. v . NLFr 612- 633, RC x iii. 36:l. 

6 v. DEPN 352, under Polden. 
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most other forgeries of the period, this charter contained material 
of much greater age than the document itself.I 

It seems likely that we have here the pre-English name for Wells 
referring, of course, to the spring which also gave the place its later 
English name. Central Somerset was a highly civiHzed land in 
Roman times, and a provincial Latin place-name of this sort would 
not be out of place in the district. 

16. WmBOROUGH in South Petherton. 
(mt) picgan beorge 851 ASC(A), (mt) Wicgean beorge 851 ASC(E), 
Wincheberie 1086 DB, Winchinberia 1086 DB Exon, Wigebiirgh 
c. 1206- 07 Bruton, Wiggeberg' 1225, Wyggebergh' 1242- 3 Ass, 
Wyggeberegh 1284-5 FA, 1285-6 Hundred R, Wyggebergh 
1285- 6 ib., Wygebeare 1326-7 FF, Weekburghe c. 1633 Gerard. 

'Wicga's hill or barrow.' Identical with Wigborough, Essex. 2 

The identification of (mt)picgan beorge with Wigborough was first 
suggested by W. H . Stevenson. 3 The place is situated near the 
Fosse Way, about 12 miles from the Devon border. 

1 Of. Dean Armitage Robinson's remarks on BCS 25, 47. : So Hist E 47- 53. 
2 PNEss 323, DEPN 493. 
3 Asser's L ife of King Alfred, 176. 


