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PART X. 

(b) FIFTEENTH CENTURY CIVILIANS. 

BY ALFRED C . . FRYER, PH.D., F.S.A. 

THE effigies of three " Ladies" forming the concluding 
section of our paper on Somerset civilians of the fifteenth 

century were each sculptured out of as many various materials 
in as many different places. The figure of a diminutive " Lady " 
at Ilton (Plate IV, fig. 3) travelled from Derbyshire and was, 
probably, carved from a block of alabaster quarried from the 
well known Chellaston Hill deposit about four miles south­
east of Derby. Alabaster at first is soft and easily cut, but 
when it hardens from exposure to the air can be polished as 
smooth as white marble. For these reasons this material was 
much sought after in medieval times; but the long journey to 
Somerset has made alabaster effigies rare in this county and 
they are few in number. The " Lady " at Chew Magna 
(Plate IV, fig. 1) was carved at Bath from a block of the Great 
Oolite, while the table-tomb on which her effigy and that of 
her husband rest is made from. the Inferior Oolite found on 
Dundry Hill situated some two miles from Chew Magna. The 
painted effigy of Lady Anne Howard (Plate IV, fig. 2) and the 
tomb-chest on which it rests beside the effigy of her husband, 
Sir Edmund Gorges, kt. , in Wraxall Church, wa sculptured 
by Bristol craftsmen from Dundry Hill freestone before the 
close of the fifteenth century. 

The alabaster effigy of a " Lady" at Ilton (Plate IV, fig. 3) 
was, probably, to some member of the Wadham family and 
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th e effigy dates from abou t the year 14 70. It is sadly mutilated 
and t he animal at the feet is lost. The " Lady" is dressed in 
kirtle, sleeveless cote-hardie falling below the knees having a 
border at t he bottom hem (fur 1) and a long mantle with 
cordons passing through metal fermails of four-leaf flowers. 
Some . ixty years ago the m antle sh owed vestiges of blue, 
white and gold ; but n ow all t r aces of colour and gilding have 
disappeared.1 The " Lady's " h air is enclosed in two cauls 
within a gold net of pearls with small gold roses at t he inter­
sections, while a veil falls to the bottom of her neck. The gold 
necklace and pendant are adorned with roses which were, 
probably, indicative of t he crest and armorial bearings of the 
Wadham family .2 

The effigy of Lady St. L oe (Plate I V, fig. 1), wife of Sir John 
St. Loe, k t ., rests on a table-tomb on the left side of her 
husband in the Church of St. Andrew, Chew Magna. The 
kirtle is cu t square at the n eck , t he v -shaped chemisette was 
probably made of silk and possesses a narrow edging of lin. 
Over the right shoulder is a broad scarf of some 6ins. lined with 
a red material (cloth or silk) and embroidered with the three 
annulets forming th e armoria l bearings of the St. L oo family. 
The lady's head-dress consists of a cap en closing the hair and 
possessing a richly embroidered border of roses within a scroll 
pattern. Two kerchiefs rest on the top of the cap; the inner 
one was probably of silk or some other rich material and the 
outer one of cloth. The whole head-dress is elegant in con­
st ruction an d being wide and straight over the forehead gives 
a triangular appearance to the head and face. Collinson 
(rr, 97) says that "on h er gravestone h ard by is the following 
senten ce :- Hie facet Alicia uxor J oanis Saintelo, arm. que 
ob. 1443." 

The effigy of L ady Anne Howard (Plat e IV, fig. 2) is in 
Wraxall Church. She was the daughter of John H oward, 
created first Duke of Norfolk (1483) and killed on Bosworth 
Field (1485), sister to Thomas Howard, second Duke of Norfolk, 

1. Manuscript book preserved at Ilton Vicarage. 
2. Gu. a chev. betw. three roses m·g. Crest, A rose arg. betw. two branches 

(red deer horns) prop. 
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who gained Flodden Field (1513), and great-aunt of two of 
the Queens of H enry VIII, viz. :-Catherine H oward and Anne 
Boleyn. She ma.rried Sir Edmund Gorges, kt., and died, 
probably in the closing years of the fifteenth century .1 The 
effigy of Lady Anne portrays her in a red ermine-lined gown cut 
square a t t he neck showing the plea,ted chemisette, t ight­
fitting bodice with band of ermine (1-~ins . wide) down the 
front , t ight-fitting sleeves to elbows and then hanging open 
and falling some 15ins. b elow the wrist s, a gold girdle fast ened 
wit h a large gold rose and cords and tassels, a gold chain of 
circular links with a p endent cross (21ins .) hangs round her 
neck , a pedimental head-dress of black sill{ possesses a veil 
falling 6ins. below the sh oulders with a frontlet (2t-ins .) framing 
the face and reaching to t he shoulders is m ade of a delicate 
green pattern of lozenges edged with cloth of gold, her feet 
rest on a lion sejant guardant the crest of the Howard family, 
and the effigy is placed on the r ight side of her husba nd on 
account of her sup erior rank. 

The tomb-chest and effigies were removed in 1851 from the 
west end of the chan cel t o a recess built in the north wall of 
the sanctuary, and the shields of arms in the south side cannot 
now be seen and studied. The front is divided into three 
compartments, and the centra.l one has a mantled achievement 
surmounted by a knight's helmet, and upon a wreath rests the 
Gorges' crest of a greyhound's head-(in this case afjronte). 
The shield of arms and t he two shields held by kneeling angels 
on either side and those at the two ends are the armorial 
bearings of her husband and alliances of his family b lazoned 
with needless repetition. Until the shields of arms on the 
north side of the tomb-chest can be read it cannot be asserted 
that t he armorial bearings of t he Howard family are not 
depicted. The effigy and table-tomb were sculptured in 

1. Om· thanks arc due to H er Grace, the Duch ess of Norfolk, who h as 
endea.voured to discover the date of the d eath of L ady Anne H oward. Th e 
Howard pedigree h as been consulted and it records th e marriage of Sir Edmund 
Gorges, k t ., to Lady Anne, but it does not give t h e date of h er d eath . Lady 
Anne "1"1"as Sir Edmm1d's first wife and as h e married a second time and d ied 
in 1512, it would, therefore, seem probable th at L ady Anne died in t h e closing 
years of t h e fifteenth century . 
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Bristol from Dundry freestone (c. 1495) , were repainted m 
recent years and are in excellent preservation. 

PART XI. 

FI.F'l'EEN'L'H CENTURY " KNIGHTS. " 

WE have fifteen knightly effigies to consider in this paper. 
Two were made of alabaster at Chellaston in Derbyshire and 
these would be conveyed by road to either Shrewsbury or 
Worcester and shipped to Porlock and Dunster on the Severn. 
The Beer stone effigy and tomb-chest for Stogursey would be 
sent by water from Exeter where it was sculptured, the one 
for Nun ney made from the same rock would travel by boat as 
far as Bath and from thence by waggon, while the Beer stone 
"Knight" for Hinton St. George might possibly be sh ipped 
to Lyme Regis and from thence by road to its destination. 
T he Ham Hill effigy for Montacute and the two Dundry free­
stone effigies made in Bristol and the monuments for Backwell 
and Y atton were all conveyed by road as the distances were 
comparatively short. The orders for Doulting stone effigies 
for Dowlish Wake and Henstridge would have to t ravel by 
waggon, but the tomb-chest and effigy sculptured from the 
same material and destined for Spaxton might be carried by 
a barge on the Brue and through the mouth of the Parret to 
Bridgwater and from thence conveyed on a waggon or cart. 
In all cases water-carriage would be made use of, as far as 
possible, for many of t he roads in-the fifteenth centuTy were 
in a deplorable condition. 

The alabaster effigy at Porlock to Sir John Harington, 
4th Baron de Aldingham of County Lancaster (Plate X , fig. 3, 
and P late XII, fig . 1) was not made until c. 1460, although 
he died 1417- 18 . The effigy may well be compared. lo the 
alabaster effigies of Sir Humphrey Stafford (1450) at Broms­
grove and of Sir W illiam Vernon (1467) at Tong , and all three 
effigies are in plate armour of a similar general design, being 
sculptured within a few years of each other. The lions at the 
feet of the " K nights " at Tong and Porlock are identical, the 



J.11onumental Effigies in Somerset. 49 

orles encircling their basinets are both composed of roses and 
rose leaves. Each of the three " Knights " has the same large 
ribbed pauldrons with eccentric scallopings. scalloped flaps 
instead of tuilles attached b,v straps, demi-placcatcs rising to 
a point under the thumbs of the hands, which are ra.ised in 
prayer, and richly ornamented baudrics. Lord Harington 
went with Henry V to the war in France and was, probably, 
one of the forty-eight knights who were dubbed at the com­
mencement of the campaign, and it has been conjectured that 
the collal' round his neck denotes this particular knighthood 
conferred at that time. It appears like flutings of ribbon 
gathered within a band ; unfortunately the badge is hidden 
under the hands. 

The second aJaba ·tcr effigy in this series is in the monk's 
quire of the Priory Church, Dunster, and was erected to the 
memory of Sir Hugh Luttrell, kt. (Plate V, figs. 1, 2), who was 
born in the reign of Henry IV and died six yea.rs after Henry VI 
was proclaimed king. He was a great man in his day being 
Lord of Dunster and Grand Seneschal of Normandy. There 
seems little doubt that the mutilated fragment of a fine 
alabaster figure, now placed in a recess built in the thickness 
of the wall between the sanctuary a,nd the small chantry 
chapel of St. Lawrence, was to his memory. The six over­
lapping taces, tuilles, fluted palettes. demi-placcates, narrow 
s-word-belt placed across the body diagonally and the orlc 
round the basinet indicate that this effigy belonged to the . 
first half of the fifteenth century, and this is corroborated by 
the collar of SS., the livery of the Lancastrian kings, being in 
t he earlier form of raised letters well separated from each 
other, fastened on a narrow band and not in a chain of linked 
SS., such as appears in later examples. 

John Leland visited Dunster an d noted in his Itinerary1 that 
"in the North Part of this (the monk's quire) was buried unclre 
an Arche by the high Altare one of the .uuterelles, or cts I rather 
thynke, of the Moions, for he hath a garland about his Helmet: 
and so were Lorcles of olcl Tymes itsicl to be biiriecl." Lelan d was 
quite mistaken in his belief that this effigy was to some knight 

1. Vol. II, 7 J. Also P,·oc. Som. Arch. Soc., XXXlll, 97. 

Vol. LXX ( /1'01irth S eries, T' ol X), I'art Jl. d 
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of the de Mohun family as the armour will not permit us for 
one moment to entertain such a conjecture ; however " the 
garland about the Helmet" is an interesting statement and 
must refer to the orle, a fragment of which remains round the 
basinet of the alabaster figure which we attribute to the 
m em ory of Sir Hugh Luttrell. It i. remarkable that there 
should ever have been any doubt as to this effigy, as we should 
have expected that the Dunster men and women of each 
generation would have handed clown t he story that these 
a labaster figures on the north side of their conventual church 
of Dunst er were to the memory of Sir Hugh and L ady 
Catherine Luttrell. It is unfortunate that many modern 
writers have trusted too implicitly the facts recorded by 
Leland in his J tinerary. There are errors of one kind or another 
in his r em arks on all the Dunster effigies. and it seems probable 
t hat he did not make n otes at the t ime of his visit and his 
memory was at fault when he wrote his account. 

The can opied recess on which the effigies are now placed 
has been largely restored in recent years ; the cresting i<;; 
copied from some fragments found during the restoration of 
the church, and one carved cusp discovered in the priory 
garden became the model for the new ones. Sir H. C. Maxwell 
Lyte, K .C.B . , in his valuable work on Dunster suggests t hat 
the present resting-place for this pair of alabaster effigies was 
the Easter Sepulchre and the figures were originally on a 

. tomb-chest in t he centre of the chantry ch apel. 
The fine monumental work t urned out by the imagers of 

Exeter in the Beer stone of South Devon att racted the atten­
tion of the wealthy land-owners of Somerset and in this series 
of fifteen effigies are three well sculptured figures and a highly 
interesting tomb-chest at Stogursey (Plate IX, figs. 2, 3). 
The " Knight " a t Hinton St. George (c. 1470) is attributed to 
John, the last of the Denebauds, (Plate IX, fig. 1), whose 
daughter and heiress E lizabeth married Sir William P aulet. 
The " Knight " is portrayed in a pointed basinet and as m any 
as a dozen lames extend from his shoulders to his knee-cops, 
large roundels of 5ins. diameter protect the armpits, the hands 
are in metacarpal gauntlets an d the fingers have gadlings, the 
baudric is richly ornamented with raised ornaments of four-
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leaf flowers and a mace possessing an octagonal-shaped head 
is suspended from t he baudric on the left side in place of a 
dagger , having a shaft of lO½ins., while t he head of a roaring 
lion is the crest on t he t ilt ing-helm on which t he head of t he 
knight is laid . The t omb-chest is adorned with t refoil-headed 
niches and large quatrefoils having cen tres of heater-shaped 
shields (now plain), while colour still remains on port ions of 
the effigy. 

The Beer stone figure of a" Knight " at Nunney (Plate VII, 
fig . 1) is t he only Somerset effigy of t he fif teenth century 
possessing a tabard1 and on the front and on both sleeves t he 
armorial bearings of the Delamare family are embroidered, 
viz. :- Gules, two lions passant guardant . The armour on the 
effigy of the "Knight," the shape of the tabard and the SS. 
on the collar being p laced on a band and not in the form of a 
chain , indicate that the tomb-chest and figure were made 
during the first half of the fifteenth century. The table-tomb 
is adorned with heraldic shields2 and among these coats of 
arms is one blazoned Paulel3 and Delamare quarterly, showing 
that it was erected after t he marriage of the heiress, Constan t ia 1 

to John Paulet, about the year 1427, and in all probability 
commemorated her father and mother,5 the last to bear the 
name of Delamare of Nunncy. 

Within the chapel of St. John the Evangelist in the Priory 

1. T h e tabard ,rns a sm·coat generally long in the body, reaching to mid­
thigh, having sleeves to the elbows in its earlie r stage, but sh ortened at a 
later d ate, and at times the tabard only r eached to the waist. It was slit on 
both sides and the back and fron t portions were fastened by p oints clrawn 
close together 01· loft wide apart to show the a rmou r beneath ; at other times 
no points were used and the fron t an d back hung loosely from t he shoulders. 
Th e tabard was a protection from sun and rain and the armorial bearings of 
th e wearer were usually embroidered on the body and twice on the sleeves. 
It was made of silk or other mater ial and sometimes it was padded so as to 
h ang stiffly, but in most oases it was made of some light fabric and hung in 
folds . 

2. For a full description of the tomb-chest and t he shields of arms see 
Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., LXVIII, ii, 55. 

3. Sa. three swords in pile argent, Pau1et. 
4. Constantia died on the Feast of the Epiphany (6th J anuary), 1443 

5. J ohn Del amare ar:d his w ife. 
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Church of St. Andrew, Stogursey, is a table-tomb with a 
well sculptured effigy of John de Verney of Fairfield1 (Plate IX, 
figs . 2, 3) in plate armour of the closing years of Henry VI, 
and a small shield charged Argent, three fern leaves V'?rt . is 
placed against the " Knight's " tilting-helm. The bevel of 
the slab of the tomb-chest is decorated with seventeen pieces 
of conventional fifteenth century foliage ·and thirteen heater­
shaped shields emblazoned with the arms of Verney, Broughton 
of Sandford,2 Verney impaling Brent,3 and Vcrney impaling 
Risedon.1 The chief features of this very beautiful tomb are, 
however , the statues, lft. high, placed on pedestals within 
niches possessing richly carved canopies. At the west end 
is a queen with a gold crown, long hair to her shoulder and 
holding what may be an orb or a sceptre (mutilated) in her 
hand. This may possibly be intended for Queen Margaret 
of Anjou, the wife of Henry VI. The east end has a man who 
is bare-headed, in a long gown thrown over his left shoulder, 
holding a tablet in his left hand and writing with a quill pen 
held in his right. It may be that this statue is intended for 
St. John5 in whose chapel the Verney family have memorials. 

The twelve weepers on the sides of the tomb are remarkably 
well executed and the imager, who sculptured them in Exeter 
where the Beer stone was worked, deserves the greatest praise 
and commendation for his excellent craftsmanship. These 
small statues of men and women in t he costume of the closing 
years of Henry VI, or the beginning of the reign of Edward IV, 
are of great value and all are d istinctive and sculptured with 
great refinement in technique and detail. The six weepers on 
each side of the tomb-chest are interesting studies of medieval 
costume about the year 1460. Three are " Ladies" and nine 

l. Effigy and tomb-ch est mnde at Exeter from Heer stone. 
2. :1.'hree stags' heads, Broughton of Sandford. 

3. Gu. a wyvern disp. a,·g., Brent (or de Brent). 

4. Arg. three aiTows (bird-bolts) infe.ss sa., Risedon (or Risdon). 
5. The north t ransept, generally known as the chapel of " Our Lady of 

Pity," was, the Rev. C. H. H eale informs me, dedicated to St. John the 
Evangelist. l\fr. H eale h as com e to the con clusion from st,ruotural evidence 
t h at the ch apel of 01.Lr Lady of Pity was an exten sion at the west end of th e 
Chapel of St. 1:1:rasmus on the n orth side of the church. 
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are men. . The fir ton the sout h side is St. Christopher carrying 
the Roly Child across the river. Ali the others appear to be 
civilians. The figures on the north side arc in proximity to 
the quire seats and are. therefore, well preserved. The details 
and particularly the faces are sculptured with great care and 
prcci:;ion, and Ko. 6 (the most easterly figure) possesses re­
markably chnractcristic feat nres and protruding eye-brows. 
The man is dressed in a long cote with twisted cords for a 
girdle. mantle with falling collar and a long staff in both 
h and::,. A ··Lady" on this side (No. 1), well delineated in 
kirtle. a cotc-hardic possessing long bell-shaped sleeves and 
kerchief on her head, is reading from an open book held in 
both hands. All these figures arc worthy of careful study 
and the details are recorded in the Topographical Index. 

There ar e three effigies to record that were made at or near 
to Bath from the Great Oolite formation , and those at North 
Cadbury and Rodney Stoke possess monuments made from 
the same rock. The table-tomb at Chew Magna. however , 
was made from the Inferior Oolite of Dundry Hill which was 
barely two and a half miles away, and it would appear prob­
able that a craftsman from Bristol was sent to the quarries to 
execute this order. 

Leland in his Itinerary (Vll) described bis second visit to 
Somerset when he appears to have been the guest of Sir John 
St. Loe for several days at Sutton Court, and h e thus mentions 
t he St. Loe effigies1 in the Church of St. Andrew, Chew 
Magna :-" Syr John Saincte Lo graundfader lyyth in a goodly 
T umbe of Marble on the Northe Sycle of the Ohyrch." This 
table-tomb once stood in the middle of the chapel, but is now 
placed in the north-cast corner so that only the west end and 
sou th side arc v isible. Those are adorned with panels con­
taining quatrefoils having heater-shaped shields as· centres, 
blazoned with the a.rmorial beariug:; of Sir John St. Loe, 
separated by trefoi l-headed niches. Sir John is represented 
in a suit of plate armour and t he effigy is over 7 feet in length 
a nd 2 feet broad at t he shoulders (Plate V , fig. 3). His un-

1. The first ,·isit to lhe West of E ngland is descri bed in Vols. II a nd HI 
of the Itinerary, and Leland entered Somerset, at Ff\rleigh Hungerford and 
left it at Exmoor on hiR way to Cornwall. 
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covered head rests on a h ead-piece possessing a beaver, m ovable 
visor, curtain of ma il attached to the inside, lambrequins but 
no crest, while the n eck is protected by a well carved standard 
of m ail. The armour indicates that the effigy was, probably, 
carved after his wife's death in 1443. This date falls in the 
Tabard Period, yet the surcoat is a jupon as it is close-fitting 
a nd sleeveless with the knight's armorial bearings, Argent on 
a bend sable three annulets or, embroidered on it. Through the 
openings between the points of t he fastenings on the right side 
can be seen the nine taces which alone indicate t hat the effigy 
is removed by more than thirty years from the t ime when the 
jupon went out of fashion (c. 1410) as a surcoat for military 
men. It seems probable that this is one of the latest, if not 
the latest instance of the use of a jupon on an English effigy. 
There is an example of a tabard fitting close to the body on 
t he brass of Sir Ralph Shelton, 1424, in Great Snoring Church, 
Norfolk, but in tlus case t he. tabard· is depicted with short 
s leeves and the knight's armorial bearings are blazoned on 
t h e body and also once on each sleeve. 1 Two rectangnlar 
palettes are affixed to the articulated sh oulder-pieces by laces 
or thongs of leather . 
. Thomas Gerard of Trent who WTOte The Particular Descrip­

tion of the County of Somerset in 1633,2 referring t o the Botreaux 
effigies in the Church of St. Michael and All Angels, North 
Cadbury, says that "in this church t hey both lye interred 
under an auncient tombe adjoyning to t he High Altar while 
it stood , where you may see their effigies on t he topp, and on 
the bulke of it amongst other Armes 3 severali Coates borne 
by this family." It is now nearly t hree centuries since Gerard 
wrote the above and the tomb and effigies have been removed 
to a corner under the tower so that only the north side and 
east encl.are now visible and the shields are deprived of all the 
heraldry emblazoned on them. These shields are held by 
a ngels vested in albs, and at t he east end is a statue of the 

l. This effigy is cited by Hain es (I , 190; II, 148) as wearing a ta.bard, but 
only the h ead h as survived . S ee Cotman, I , P lutc XIX, ed. 1830; Druitt, 
Costume on Brasses, 167; Ashdown, British and Foreign Arms and Armou1·, 
215, fig. 268. 

2. Som. R ee. Soc. , XV, 190. 
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Blessed Virgin crowned and holding the Holy Child, while on · 
either side a.re kneeling figures of Lord and L ady Botreaux in 
armour and costume as represented on their effigies.1 

The effigy of William, Baron Botreau x,2 is in a suit of plate 
armour, the orle on his pointed basinet is composed of bands 
of a twisted fabric (silk n on a groundwork of pearls, the taces 
consist of four scalloped lames with t uilles attached, laminated 
shoulder-pieces and articulated pauldrons consisting of four 
lames with t he ends turned downwards, a baudric ornamented 
with raised four-leaf flowers, a collar of SS. with the badge 
hidden under the hands and the head rests on his t ilting-helm 
surmounted by his crest ci griffin passant. 3 Baron Botreaux 
died in 1391 and this monument was, probably, not erected 
unt il aft er the decease of his wife in 1433. 

Sir Thomas Rodney died in 1478 and his effigy (Plate XII, 
figs. 2, 3) of Bath freestone in the Church of St. Leonard, 
Rodney Stoke, lies in a sumptuous and interesting tomb which 
we shall comment on in one of the later paragraphs of this 
paper. T he " Knight " is clad in a suit of plate armour, his 
head rests on his tilting-helm with mantling and surmounted 
with · his crest of an eagle, t he breast-plate is reinforced with 
a demi-placc~te, fluted pauldrons protect t he shoulders, the 
e lbow-cops and knee-cops possess large fan-shaped protections, 
t he sword and dagger have only lin. difference in their r e­
spective lengths, the top of t he scabbard of the former is 
ornamented with lozenges, while t he hilt of the latter indicates 
that it belongs t o t he rondel order and the hilt is decorated 
with parallel bars and pellets, while a collar of suns a nd roses, 
with the badge hidden under the hands, encircles the neck. 

Three of t he effigies and tombs are made of Doulting free­
. tone, but t he table-tomb at Dowlish Wake is car ved from 
H aro Hill stone, a lt hough the effigies on t hat tomb-chest, like 
those at Henstridge and Spaxton, are sculptured from the 

L F or detailed descr iption of Lhis table-tomb see Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., 
LXVIlI, ii, 54, Plato X U , fig. 2. 

2. See iUustration in Somerset and Dorset Notes and Queries, vol. VI, and 
h ere reproduced w ith p e rmission as Plate V 1-

;{. This sh ows t h at De Bot reaux bore the gl'iffin for his crest as well as his 
arms, only making the ir position different,, t he griffin in the ttrms be ing segreant. 
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coarse oolite found at Doulting, near Wells. The north side 
of the table-tomb facing the chantry chapel at Dowlish Wake 
is adorned with seven panels containing trefoil-headed niches, 
while the west end and the south side facing the sanctuary 
have as many as nine weepers. 1 These figures possess little 
archreological interest as most of them have been severely 
restored and those at tbe west end have been recut. "\iVe 
cannot, therefore, rely on these weepers as accurate examples 
of costume in medieval times as we are able to do at Stogursey. 
The centre panel on the south side contains the armorial 
bearings of the Spoke family" which bas been rect1t in recent 
years. 

John Spoke (Plate VII, fig. 2) is in a suit of plate armour, 
the breast-plate is reinforced by a demi-placcatc reaching to 
the gorget, a skirt of taces having the bottom plate suspended 
by straps from no. 4 tace, a baudric (2½ins .) adorned with 
pellets, the hands are in gauntlets with deep cuffs of nearly 
7ins . in length, and pointed-toed sollerets of seven articula­
tions. The right shoulder and, probably, the greater part of 
the head-piece have been restored, while a palette may still 
be seen on the left side, but the restoration of the right arm 
has replaced the palette by a large pauldron . • John Speke 
married Joan, daughter and heiress of John Keynes who was 
the groat-grandson of Isabel Wake, and died in 1462. 

William Carent of Toomer died in 1463 and his effigy (Plate 
X, fig . l ) of Doulting freestone rests on the right side of his 
wife on a stately tomb placed between the chantry chapel and 
the sanctuary in the Church of St. Michael and All Angels, 
H enstridge. The "Knight " is represented in a suit of p late 
armour, the skirt of five taces has fluted t uilles attached by 
straps. the elbow- and knee-cops possess protecting plates of 
large fans. the baudric (2Mns.) is richly adorned with raised 
ornaments, and a ribbon is worn round the neck in place of 
a chain collar having three gold rings united together as a 
fastener, while the pendant is hidden under the folded hands. 

J. See Topographical Inclox, for full details and measurements of the tom b­
chest. 

2. Arg. two bars sa. (or az.) over all an eagle disp. with two necks r;u. Crest, 
Cl J)Ol"C'lLJJ111P. 
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The third knightly effigy made of Doulting stone is in the 
Church of St. Margaret, Spaxton, and represents one of the 
de la Hulle (or Hill) family who were in possession of the 
manor when this effigy was sculptured, and it seems probable 
that it depicts J"ohn Hi.11, the last of this family. He ma,rried 
Margaret. daughter of Sir Walter Rodney, kt., and dying in 
1456 left only a daughter. The effigy (Plate VIII, figs. 1, 2) 
is a well proportioned figure and is a most credi.table piece of 
work ; it was either sculptured at the Doulting quarries or 
in a workshop at Wells. The "Knight's" basinet has a band 
or orle of twisted stems of oak leaves, and his head rests on a 
t ilting-helm with mantling and a wreath-crest with a lamb's 
head, the breast-plate possesses a skirt of five taces the lowest 
one having a depth of 4ins., the large pauldrons arc fluted 
with a scalloped edging, the elbow-cops are also fluted . and 
scalloped, while the fluted knee-cops possess protecting plates 
which are curled over like a scroll. 

The two effigies made in Bristol of blocks of Inferior Oolite 
from Dundry Hill are at Backwell (Plate X, fig. 2) and Yatton 
(Plate XI, figs. 1- 3). The effigy of Sir Walter Rodney, kt., 
in the Church of St. Andrew, Backwell, is in a suit of plate 
armour, the palettes, 9ins. long, are laced to the articulated 
shoulder-pieces, the narrow sword-belt (lin.) lying diagonally 
across the taces is adorned at intervals with roses, the gua.rd 
of the dagger is unusual possessing as many as t en faces, and 
the gold colla,r is adorned with suns and estoiles. The face 
of t he "Knight " is clean-shaven, wrinkles on the forehead 
and the hair combed back and falling to the neck. The head 
rests on the tilting-helm with mantling, orle and crest a griffin 
segreant.1 The Rodney crest was an eagle displayed, and it 
has been suggested t hat in lieu of the Rodney crest the 
Botreanx crest has been a,dopted as Margaret, daughter and 
heiress of William, 3rd Lord Botreaux, m arried Robert, 2nd 
Lord Hungerford. 2 

l. Arg. a griffin segreanl gu., Botreaux. 
2. Rober t, 2nd Lot'd Hungerfo,·d (died 1459), mar. 'i\Iargarot, dau. and 

heiress of 'William, 3rd Lord Botl'eaux, who stylod h erself " )largareta D'na 
Bot.reaux ·, irncl their youngcsL clau. Margaret mar. Sir \\'alter Rodney, kt. 
(See. " Backwoll ," Som. Arch. Sot., Northern Branch, 18!)8, 48, 55) 
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The tomb-chest is adorned by five trefoil-headed crocketed 
niches separated by gabled buttresse on t he north side and 
one at t he west en d. Each niche contain three-quarter angels 
with upraised wings, vest ed in albs and h olding h eater-shaped 
shields blazoned with the R odney coat of arms and their 
alliances .1 The Peverell coa t is n ot quite correcf! and the 
impaled shield a t t h e west encl is st ill a p uzzle. On its dexter 
half are three objects barways an d much rubb ed, of which 
the upper one is apparen t ly a culverin or chamberpiece, the 
others are p ossibly bars or wings . The absence of quar terings 
in the Rodney shield may be exp lained in the words of Sir 
Edward Rodney in his family memoir:-" They stan d lilrn 
'mare mortuum,' and n eit her ebbed nor flowed in their for­
tunes : t hey were provident not t o lessen , but neit her by 
marriage, which is the ordinary step of augmentation, nor by 
any other m eans d id t hey make any addition , inasmuch th at 
to t his day (1651) I give the coat single whi.ch my first an cestor 
gave, without quarter ing any other ." 3 

The carving on t he tomb is b oldly executed, but is somewhat 
deficient in craftsmanship ; for example the figures of angels 
are dispropor tionately long and the sculptor did not possess 
sufficient skill and knowledge of technique to carry out the 
work in a really satisfactory m anner . 

One of the most beautiful effigies in th is series is t he one of 
Sir J ohn Newton, kt. (Pla te X l , figs . 1- 3), son of Sir R ichard 
N ewton, kt., who wa s the Lord Chief J ust ice of E ngland.* 
The figure lies in a magnificent tomb, on t he n or th side of the 
chant ry ch ap el of St. Joh n the Evangelist , in th e Church of 
St. Mary the Virgin, Y atton. There is n o record of the exact 
d a te when Sir John built this ch antry chapel or the erection 
of h is tomb a nd the effigy of h imself and his wife, I sabel de 
Cheddre ; but the windows a.re so similar t o those in the 
Chain Gate of W ells that the year 1465 may be assigned to 

l. See Topographical I ndex, for cleta.ils of th ese shields of a rms. 

2. T h e Peverell coat is g iven on t h e t om b-chest as A z. three ga1·bs I and 2 
and a chief or, wh ile th e gai·bs s hould be 2 a n d 1 and not l a n d 2. 

:l. S ee " B ackwell," Som. A rch. Soc., Northern B ran ch, 1898. 
4. See Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., L X VIII, 34, 61, 62, P late XIV, figs. 2, 3. 
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t he chapel, and we are, probably, not far wrong if we give 1470 
as an approximate date for the effigies and monument. 

The Bristol imager who carved the effigy of Sir John Newton 
was an accomplished sculptor, and the t houghtful care be 
bestowed on his work and bis technique in reproducing all the 
details of the armour of t he " Knight " show that he ·was a 
cra.ftsman of consummate skill and wide experience. 

The effigy of Sir John Newton represents him bare-headed 
with t he hair combed back from his forehead, worn long to 
the shoulders, resting on his t ilting-helm having ocularium, 
m antling with heavy tassels, and wreath of twisted dagged 
rolls smmounted by the Newton crest of a garb. The demi­
placcates are sm all, the skirt of five taces have fluted heater­
shaped tuilles decorated with raised rectangular ornaments' 
suspended by straps from the bottom of the breast-plate, 
large pauldrons of two plates showing the laces fastening them 
to the shoulder-pieces which are not visible. There is no 
sword , but the dagger has a sheath which is slightly curved , 
and the straight quillons have one end t urned upwards and 
t he other downwards, while round the neck is a collar of SS. 
with the badge of a cross botonee visible except the lower encl 
of the bottom arm of the cross which is hidden beneath the 
thumbs of the hands raised on the breast in the attitude of 
prayer. 

Sir J obn lived many years after his effigy was p laced in t he 
chantry chapel he had built, and he did not die until 1487. 
In his will he bequeathed the sum of £6 8s. Sd. for his burial 
in the church of Y atton and he desired 20 shillings to be paid 
to his Bristol tailor, and the document concluded thus :- " In 
witness t hat this is my effectual and last will, I have put 
hereto my scale in this Church of our Lady of Y at ton. " 

The oldest pair of Ham Hill stone effigies of a military man 
and his wife in the Church of St. Catherine, Montacute,2 were 
carved at the close of the fifteenth century or a little later. 
The length of the man's effigy is 6ft. 9ins., and he is repre­
sented in a suit of plate armour except the feet which are clad 

I. Two on the upper part of each tui llc. 

2. P1·oc. Som. Arch. Soc., XXXIT, i , 62, 63. 
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in boots and these are probably a late restoration. The head­
piece has the-visor raised, around the neck is a fluted gorget, 
the breast and back plates scalloped at the bottom are fastened 
at t he shoulders with straps, below is what appears to repre­
sent a skirt of mail, and there is no sword or dagger depicted. 
The craftsman who sculptured this strange figure was evi­
dently ignorant of his work which is altogether crude and 
inartistic in conception. When the Society visited Montacute 
in 1886, Mr. John Batten. F.S.A., threw doubt on these effigies 
being the a,ncestors of the Phelips family of Montacute, as his 
researches did not show that there ever was such a man a,s 
David Phelips of Montacute. 

The wonderful architectural glories of the fifteenth century 
were well represented in those splendid monuments erected 
in the chantry chapels by the wealthy landowners and the 
great city merchants. These magnificent memorials of the 
dead with their overhanging gables, horizontal cornices and 
richly sculptured tomb-chests, which still remain in some of 
our Somerset churches are fascinating studies of technical 
design and inimitable craftsmanship. 

Before bringing this paper to a conclusion we must consider 
five of these canopied tombs with their richly decorated testers. 
They are not a,li of equal merit and technique as we have 
already noted was the case of the table-tombs, for they were 
made in various workshops. Two of these canopied monu­
ments are carved from Doulting freestone and one is in the 
Church of St. Michael and All Angels, Henstridge, to William 
Carent of Toomer and his wife (Plate X, fig. 1), and the other 
in the Church of St. Margaret, Spaxton (Plate VIII, figs. 1,2). 

Much of the original colour design is still on the richly 
ornamented can opy and effigies at Henstridge. L The table­
tomb possesses an a umbry in the centre of t he south face and 
three weepers (now headless) on each side; the north face is 
adorned with the twelve apostles which stand in trefoil-headed 
niches, while the west end is decorated with window-tracery 
for three lights and large quatrefoils having roses as centres. 
The soffit is adorned with quatrefoils in lozenges, and the 

1. Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., LXVIJI, P lato X, fig. l (south side ). 
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projecting cornice is embellished with filtconth century con­
ventional foliage and shields of arms of the Toomer, Carent 
and Stourton families. An inscription on the verge of the 
slab which was probably commemorative is now illegible, but 
another occupying the moulding on the side and across the 
head of the canopy still retains a sufficient number of words 
t.o inciicatc that the lines are those found on other fifteenth 
century monuments, viz. :-

sii, te!3'ti!3' 3E!3'te, quob non '([um11!11!3' fncer i!3'te 
<lt:orpu!3' ur ornetui: l3'Cb !3'piritu0' 11t memoretttr. 

Collinson1 made the error of attributing this tomb to Sir 
William Carent a,nd Alice, his wile, instead of to his son and 
daughter-in-law, for the armour and armorial bearings in­
dicate that it was erected to William Carew E squire of Toomer 
and Margaret, his wife, daugh ter of William Stourton and 
sister of John, first Baron Stourton. The armorial bearings 
of the Stomton family, Sable, a bend or between six foiintains, 
are stiJl displayed in colour on the lady's mantle, and two 
small shields at the shoulders of her husband depict the arms 
of T oomer , viz. :- Gnles three bars wavy argent. The archives 
of the Bishop of Bath and Wells prove t hat the tomb was 
erected by William Carent of Toomer, in his lifetime, to t he 
memory of his deceased wife and himself. From the register 
of Bishop Beckington, it appears t hat on November 20th , 
1463, the Bishop granted forty days' indulgence to all t rue 
penitents, who should go to the tomb of t hat worthy m an, 
William Carent , Esq., erected in the prebendal church of 
Henstridge,2 and should devoutly repeat " Pater Noster " and 
"Ave" for the welfare of the said William Carent, and of the 
venerable Mr. Nicholas Carent, and John Carent, senior, hie; 
brothers, and also of John Carent, junior , his son , during their 
li v-es, and for the soul of Margaret, late wife of t he said William 
Carent, and the souls of the other persons aforesaid, after 
t heir deaths.3 

1. Vol. JI, 368. 
2. "Qui ad turbam probi viri Willielmi Carent, a rmigeri, in ecclesia 

p rebcndali de H en gstrigge, erecLam et fabricatam accesserint." 

3. Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., X VI, i, 42. 
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Collinson made another mistake in thinking that the Toomers 
of Toomer, and the Domers of P endomer, near Yeovil, were 
one and the same family . The D omers, or Dummers, were 
quite a distinct family and their armorial bearings were a 
crescent between six billets, 3, 2 and l. TheRe arms may be 
seen on the surcoat of Sir John de Domer, kt. , in Pendomer 
Church. 

The Spaxton monument has every vestige of paint and gold 
removed from it, but when it was first set up it would have 
presented a very gorgeous appearance.1 The tomb-chest wit h 
its line of shields and statues, the richly carved arch above the 
recess wit,h its panelled soffit and an archangel on a pillar a t 
either end keeping " watch and ward " over the sleeping 
"Knight " a nd his " Lady," the canopy containing eight 
trefoil-headed niches cusped and crocketed with small shields 
would t hen have been resplendent in colour and gilding with 
t he arm orial bearings of t he " Knight " and his " Lady " and 
their alliances blazoned on the many shields. 

The monument and effigy of Sir Thomas Rodney, kt. (ob . 
1478) in the Church of St. Leonard, Rodney Stoke. was made 
at Bath from t he Great Oolite formation. This is another 
tomb having a richly decorated arch with a panel above con­
taining a long scroll (now plain) held by a hand , a canopy of 
five shields blazoned with the a rms of the Rodney family and 
their allian ces and surmounted by an embattled cornice . Sir 
Th omas Rodney was the son of Sir Walter R odney who 
married Margaret, daughter of Lord Walter Hungerford, Lord 
Treasurer of England, and th e Hungerford coat of arms is 
impaled with Rodney; and Rodney impaling Vowell identifies 
the son of Margaret Hungerford and the husband of I sabel 
Vowell.2 

The interest in this monument, however , centres in the 
sculpture of the tomb-chest. The south side has five panels 
and the central one portrays a seated figure in habit and cowl 
drawn over the head and holding a book, now plain, but 

1. Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., LXVIII, P lato X lII, fig. 1 (sou th s ide). 

2. For the armoria l bearings on t he monument of Sir Thomas R odney, kt., 
see P roc. Som. Arch. Soc., XXXI V, i, 31, and th e p late facing that p age. 
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originally t he words painted on the two exposed pages would 
have probably indicated t he keynote of t he composit ion , a nd 
now t hat a.Jl t races of colour h ave vanished it is difficult to 
find the meaning which the imager desired to convey in his 
sculptu re . On one side tw.0 kneeling m en are depicted in 
habits without h oods but possessing girdles, while they hold 
large rosaries in their hanrls . On the other side of the seated 
figure a re two kneeling women ; one is probably intended for 
a nun with hands clasped; t he other is apparently in secular 
co::;tume of ki.rtle, wimple and hood. while the remains of a 
large ro:-:ar~, hang from her gird le. and she retains in her 
hands a mutila ted object which may originally have been a bird. 

The Rev . F a ther Horne, O.S .B .. h as kindly examined these 
carving and he considers th at the cent ral eated figure with 
hood on head and book in h ands might po sibly be intended 
for St . Benedict, but t he sculptor h a,:; not portrayed him with 
any of bis emblems such as a scourge. a rose-bush or a mitre 
at his side, or h olding a broken gob let in his hand. Under 
these circumstances we arc unable t o assert positively that 
this figure represent:-: St. Benedict. a lthough there is a con­
nection between the fam ous Benedictine abbey of Glastonbury 
and Rodney Stoke. for a charter in the Brit ish Museum records 
a confirmation of jurisdiction of the Abbot of Glastonbury in 
1344. This charter probably indica tes t he bond existing 
between t he Manor of R odney Stoke and the Abbey of 
Glastonbury .1 

The north side of the table-tomb facing the chantry chapel 
is decorated by t hree m oulded panels con taining heater-shaped 
shields with these carvings :-

1. St. Era mus, who suffered m artyrdom under Dioclet ian , 
is depicted as a bishop in mitre an d ch asuble holding his 
pastoral staff. A windlass upon which his bowels are unwound 
and coiled is portr:-i y f>fl as the symbol of his terrible death by 
which he is r epresented in art .~ 

J. The following is found in th e Brilish :\Iuseum charters :-" Confirmation 
of Jurisdiction of l he A bbot of G lastonbury in Nyland (Adredosia ) in 1344. 
Cam pb. x iii, 10." (B ritish .Museum Chai·ters, [, 560). 

2. There seems to be no authoriLy for the legend of lhis very p opular 
saint, Rncl hi,; terrible death by d isembowel ment is nol oven g iven in t he 
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2. St. Anne in kirtle and hood on her head is seated , and 
the Blessed Virgin who i crowned holds the Holy Child in her 
arms. 

3. St. Leonard, who is t he patron of the Church of Rodney 
Stoke, has shackles on his right arm and holds a book in his left 
hand. The saint is seated and there are two kneeling figures 
representing released prisoners . I t is said he obtained per­
mission from Clovis to release ever y prison er whom he visited. 
For this reason h o is portrayed with chains in his hand.; , and 
it is said he was ordained deacon by Eusebius, bishop of 
Orleans, and for this reason art has vested him frequently in 
a dalmatic ; but the fetters are his distinguishing attributes . 

These sculptures are somewhat crude and poor works of art, 
but when they were originally painted and gilded they would 
have been more effective ; however, t he chief interest lies in 
the selection of the subjects and in their method of presenta­
tion. 

Two of the finest and most original fifteen th centnr,v canopied 
monuments in Somerset are in the churches of St. Dubricius, 
P orlock (Plate X, fig . 3, and Plate XII, fig . 1) and St. Mary 
the Virgin, Yatton, (Plate XI, figs . 1-3), and were made in 
Bristol from Dundry freestone . 

The alabaster effigies of Sir John Harington, 4th Baron 
Harington and Aldingham, Co. Lancaster, and Elizabeth 
Courtenay, bis wife, in Porlock Church, rest on a tomb-chest 
beneath a sumptuous canopy rising 12ft . 7ins . above the 
pavement and 9ft. 6ins. above the i::lab on the table-tomb to 
the top of t he canopy, and with the original cornice, which is 
now m issing, this splendid monument must have been originally 
some 14ft . in height. Although the alabaster effigies were 
sculpt ured about the year 1460, yet the magnificent tomb was 
not erected until 1475 when the desire of Lord Harington to 
found a chantry, expressed in his will dated 1417, was carried 
out by L etters Patent issued 14 Edward IV, being fifty-six 
years after his death which took place in 1418. 

This richly decorated monument originally stood in the 

apocryph al ac!,s. T he cult of St. E rasmus was popul ar in E ngland, and wo 
know th at the n orth t ransep t of the Church of Stogursey ,ms dedicated to 
h im an d at ,vrington he was revered . 



Monumental Effi,_qies in Somerset. 6.5 

centre of the chantry chapel, possibly surrounded by a grate 
like the tombs of Bishop Beckington at Wells and Sir Thomas 
Hungerford in the chapel of St. Leonard within the Castle of 
Farleigh Hungerford. The beautiful screens on the north 
and west sides of the chapel are destroyed and like the tomb 
they were, most likely, made in Bristol and would be master­
pieces of elaborate and artistic craftsmanship. The tomb­
chest is adorned with as many as forty trefoil-headed niches 
which are now tenantless, t he mouldings of the arch above the 
tomb-chest on either side are decorated with thirteen pieces 
of conventional fifteenth century foliage and the spandrels 
contain oak leaves, conventional foliage and trefoils in circles, 
while t he soflit is adorned with six rows of panels (trefoil­
headed at each end) .1 Vestiges of colour and gilding are still 
found on this highly artistic monument and we are, therefore, 
enabled to conceive some idea of the splendid appearance it 
presented when it was erected about 1475 after the licence for 
the chantry had been gran ted in 1474.2 

One of the finest monuments made in Bristol is the tomb 
erect ed by Sir John Newton, kt. (c. 1470) during hi~ lifetime 
for himself and his wife in his newly constructed chantry 
chapel dedicat ed to St. John the Evangelist, in Yatton Church 
(Plate X I, figs . 1- 3). This stately monument is placed on 
the north side of the chapel and the tomb-chest is adorned 
with open-work quatrefoils having feathered centres, t he arch 
above the recess is richly foliated and the canopy resembles 
a rood-loft with a series of niches now tenantless except for 

l. For a full description of this fine monwnen t see Mrs. Maria Halliday's 
Porloclc 1l1onwnents, containing details of th e table-t omb, effigies and canopy, 
w ith many illustration s and colow·ecl plates; also elaborate genealogical 
tab les of the families of Courtenay, Banville, Fitz-Roger, Ha1·ington and Grey. 

2. There seems little doubt that t he m onument was e ,·ected by Cecilia, 
Marchioness of Dorset, whose influence, probably, obta ined the licen ce for 
the c h antry, a s uoL only Lhc names of t h e founders (John H a rington and his 
wife) are given, bu t these names were added in t h e 14 74 licence, viz. 'William 
Banville, late Lord Harington (2nd husband of the founder's w ife and g L"eat 
grandfat her of Cecilia) and William B anville, late L o L"d Harington (Ceci lia's 
father). There was no one living who could desirn prayers to be said for all 
the p ersons named in Lhe licence-n one else could feel the same blended 
interests in Harington and B anville t han Cecilia, :i\'Iarcnioness of D orset, and 
L ady Banv ille and Harington. 

Vol. LXX (Fourth Set·ies , Vol. X), Pa.rt II. 
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one fragment of a statue which may have been for St. Stephen, 
as an alb and dalmatic are sculptured on it. At the back of 
the recess is a panel (Plate XI, fig. 1. ) containing a bas-relief 
of the Annunciation. The Blessed Virgin has t urned from her 
prayer-desk- formed cleverly to revolve, and yet to be well 
balanced by the weight of the book- and kneels before the 
Archangel Gabriel who is holding a long scroll which originally 
had the angelic salutation inscribed upon it. The archangel 
is vested in an alb and a jewelled fillet smmounted by a cross, 
and the wings follow the type so frequently met with in the 
south-west of England where each feather is distinct from its 
neighbour with quills and featherings faithfully reproduced. 
The Holy Ghost in t he form of a dove is projected from the 
clouds above on rays of glory and a one-handle jar with a ta.ll 
lily stands in the foreground. 

This sculptured panel in Dundry freestone may, possibly, 
be the work 0£ some Bristol imager who was either acquainted 
with the alabaster tables made largely in Nottingham for altar­
screens and table-tombs, or connected with a small school of 
alabaster-men who appear to have done some good work in 
Bristol for the adornment of tomb-chests with alabaster panels 
during the last half of the fifteenth century. 1 

Once again we must express our grateful thanks to Mr. L. 
Richarcison for t he generous help he has so freely given in 
classifying the va.rious rocks from which the effigies and 
monuments enumerated in this paper have been sculptured, 
an d we must also record our thanks to Mr. J . Allen Howe, the 
Assistan t Director of the Geological Survey and Museum, 
J ermyn Street, London, for h is examination of two of the 
rocks, and to Mr. W. D. Coleridge Smith for the use of his 
beautiful negative of the south side of the tomb of Sir Thomas 
Rodney, kt. 

l. Prio r and Gardner's Jltledieval Figure-Sculpture in England, 497, 499; 
Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., LXIX, 21-23. 
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TOPOGRAPHI CAL I NDEX. 

(b) FIFTEENTH CEN'l'URY CIVILIANS. 

CHEW MAGNA (St. Andrew). 

PERS0 , R1,;pR1,;sENTED. Lady St. Loe, wife of Sir J ohn St. Loe, 
lmt., d ied 1443. 

EFFIGY (6ft . Sin s.) in kirt le cut square at n eck , V-shaped chemi­
sette (silk ?) with l in. edging, long scarf (6ins . wide) over right 
shoulder lined with red materia l (cloth ?) falling to knees adorned 
with annulets (armorial bearing of the St. Loe family), mantle to 
feet having pentagona.l fermails adorned with roses and cordons 
ending in tassels, hair enclosed in cap with edging ('~in.) of roses in 
a scroll pattern, two veiJs, inner (silk ?) falling to neck and outer 
one (cloth?) being 4Fns . below the inner kerchief. This head­
dress, probably stretched on wires gives the head and face a trian­
gular appea.rance. Gold necklace (}in .) with mutilated pendan t, 
hands holding heart raised in prayer, feet in square-toed shoes rest 
on smoot h-skin colla red dog, head on two cushions (bottom 
rectangular and tassellecl= lft. Sins . by Ht. 2ins. by 4ins ., top set 
diagonally and laced at sides= lft. by 1ft . 3ins.). Effigy and slab 
(6ft. by 1ft. lOins. by 2ins.) made from block of Bath stone (Great 
Oolitc). (See P late IV, fig . 1). 

REFERENCES. See effigy of Sir John St. Loe, knt. 

ILTON (St. Paul). 

PERSON REPRESEN'l'ED. An unknown lady, probably some 
member of the Wadham family. The roses figured liberally on 
necklace, pendant and head-dress may indicate the v'iladham shield 
of arms a.ncl crest :-Gu. a chev . betw. three roses arg. Crest, a rose 
cirg. betw. two bra.nches (red deer horns) JJrOJJ . 

EFFIGY (4ft. llins .) in kirtle with tight-fiUing sleeves possessing 
cuffs (31ins.), sleeveless eole-hardie fa lling well below lmees having 
edging 2ins. at bottom (fur ?), long mantle to feet fastened with 
tasselled cordons passing through ferrnails of four-leaf flowers 
(a MS. written some sixty years ago and preserved at Ilt on Vicarage 
states t hat at t hat date the border of t he mantle had a Vandyke 
pattern of bh.1e, white and gold, but all vestiges of colour are now 
lost), gold necklace (Fn.) adorned with roses and pendant (lin. 
diam.) with rose in cent re, hands raised in prayer, t hree rings on 
fingers of left hand and one on a finger of right hand. The mit re­
shaped h ead-dress with h orns or eauJs acutely pointed consists of 
a net of gold with roses at the intersections of t h e mesh and pearls 
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or beads covering the spaces between. A small veil covers the top 
a nd falls to bottom of neck, head rests on two tasselled cushions 
(bottom circular= 2/iins. by 1ft. diam., top set diagonally= 8ins. 
by Sins. by l}ins.) having reclining angels (mutilated) smoothing 
them. The effigy and slab (4ft. l 0ins . by 1ft. 5~ins. by l~ins.) with 
bevelled edges is made of alabaster, but it has suffered badly and 
the animal at feet is lost, while fingers and other portions are 
damaged. Date c. 1470. (See Plate IV, fig. 3). 

REFERENCES. Collinson, I , 49 ; sketch (1850) in Braikenridgt::'s 
illustraLed Collinson, I, part 3, 49 ; Adlam's illustrated Collinson 
(Soc. Ant.), u, 49; Jackson's Wadltam College, 103- 105; Somerset 
and Dorset Notes and Queries, IV, 145; Wade's Somerset, 161 ; 
Hutton's Highways and Byways in Somerset, 277. 

WRAXALL (All Saints). 

PERSON REPRESENTED. LaJy Anne Howard, <lau. of John 
Howard (created first Duke of Norfolk, K.G., 1483, slain on Bosworth 
11'ield 1485), sister t o Thomas, second Duke of Norfolk, who gained 
11'lodden Field, 1513, and great-aun t to Catherine Howard and Anne 
Boleyn, queens of Henry VIII, and first wife of Sir Edmund Gorges, 
kt. Date c. 1495. 

EFFIGY (5ft. llins.) in ermine-lined re.cl gown cut square at neck 
showing pleated chemisette, tight-fitting bodice with band of 
ermine (liins . wide) dow11 the front, sleeves tight to elbows then 
hanging open and falling lft.. 2ins. below top of wrists, golden girdle 
fai;Lencd with large golden rose (21ins. diam.) and golden cords and 
tassels, hands (bare) raised in prayer with ring on fourth finger of 
right hand, pedimental head-dress of black silk with veil falling 
behind Gins. below shoulders and "frontlet " (2§ins.) of delicate 
green pattern of lozenges edged with cloth of gold, framing face 
and reaching shoulders, gold chain of circular links (lin. diam.) 
with pendent cross (2¾ins .), feet in black square-toed shoes rest on 
lion (sejant guardant), head on two cushions, bottom red with 
scroll-pattern (1ft. Sins . by ll½in s . by 2}ins.), top green with gold 
tassels (1ft. Sins. by lOins. by 3~ins.). The lady is placed on the 
right side of her husband owing to h er superior rank. 

The effigies of the lady and her husband rest on slab (7ft. by 4ft. 
by 2¾ins.) phe1P.<'I on tfthle-tomb (7ft,. l l ins. b y 3ft. 4-ins. by 3ins.) 
with slab (8ft. 7ins. by 4ft. 6ins. by 3~ins.) and chamfered and 
moulded plinth (8ft. 7ins. by 4ft. 6ins. by lft.). Below t he slab is 
band of four-leaf flowers. The tomb was moved in 1851 from west 
en d of chancel to a new recess in north side of sanctuary. The 
front is divided into three compartments separated with stepped 
buttresses . The central panel has heavily mantled achievement 
surmounted by a knight's helmet with visor nearly closed, and upon 
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a wreath rests the GoTgcs' crest of a greyhound's head (in t his case 
affronle) JJroper. The rectangular shield of arms (8ins. by 9ins. 
by 2 Fns .),-Quar terly : (1) Lozengy, or and azure, a chevron gules, 
Gorges : (2) Argent, on a chief gules three bezants, Russell of DYJ:ham: 
(3) Giiles, a lion rampant ermine, Oldhall : (4) Argent, ci chevron 
sable between three gads ermines, Englowes. The two side heater­
shaped shields, (a) 81ins . by llfins. by 2¼ins., (b) 9ins. by 1ft. by 
l}ins., are held by kneeling angels with wings and vested in albs; 
northcl'n , Oldball and Englowes; southern , Gorges and Russell. 
Two shields at cast encl, southern one suspended by a strap from 
n eck of a lion sejant regardant,- Quarterly : (1) Argent, three trivets 
sable, Trivet: (2) Gorges: (3) Argent, a chevron engrailed sable, a 
martlet for clistinction, Ho1beach: (4) Russell. Northern shield 
suspended from the n eck of an eagle, or falcon rising,~Quarterly: 
(1) Gorges : (2) Russell : (3) Old.ba ll: (4) Englowes. At west end 
are two more shields; southern one suppor ted by two lions sejant 
guardant, vairee aziire and argent, Beauchamp of Lillesdon ; im­
paling argent, two bencllets nebulee sable, H ank.ford. Northern 
shielu supported by two wildmen or wodehouscs ; Gorges and 
Russell, one over the other, impaling (1) Gules, a bend argent between 
six jleurs cle lys or, Hampton, (2) Barry indented of six or and azure, 
impaling or a b_end wa'l,y sable. 

The monument was made soon after ihe death of t he lady 
(c. 1495), yet the armorial bearings of her family do not occur, 
although t hose of her husband with the alliances of his family are 
blazoned with needless repetition. The effigies and monument 
were made in Bristol from Dundry .stone (Inferior Oolite). (See 
Pla,te IV, fig. 2). 

REFERENCES. Collinson, m , l 58, l 59; Braikenridge's illus­
trated Collinson, m , part 2, 158 ; Pigott drawing ; Rutter's 
Somerset, 225; Proc. Som. Arch. Soc ., XXVII, i., 43; Northern 
Branch of Som. Arch. Soc., " Wraxall," by G. S . Master (1900), 
93- 95 : ViTa,de's Somerset, 284; Robinson's West Coiintry Churches, 
IV, 172- 173. 

(c) FIFTEENTH CENTURY " KNIGHTS." 

BACK WELL (St._ Andrew) . 

PERSON REPRU:SEN'l'ED. Sir Walter Rodney, kt., mar . Margaret 
dau . of Rober t, Lord H ungerford . Died 1466. 

EFFIGY (5ft. l in.) on slab (5ft. lOins. by 1ft . 9ins. by 3½in s.) in 
suit of p late armour, breast and back plates, skirt of t aces (6 lames) 
brassarts, vambraces, elbow-cops wi th Jarge protecting fans (5ins. 
by 5~ins.), leather thongs fasten the palettes (9ins.) to the breast-
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plate, articulated shoulder-pieces (3 lames), thigh -pieces, ridged 
elbow-cops with long fans and reinforcing plates, knee-cops with 
fans, grevieres, sollerets (toes and upper part broken), hands bare 
(fingers lost) raised in prayer, head on til ting-helm with mantling, 
orle and crest a griffin sejanl (wings broken), feet on lion (couchant), 
head lost, face clean-shaven, hair combed back falling to ears and 
forehead wrinkled, sword belt (lin.) ornamented with roses at 
intervals of l¾ins. diagonally on taccs, sword (scabbard=2ft. 5ins., 
hilt, wilih long, straight quillons and upper part lost), dagger on left 
side (4ins. of sheath remains), gold collar of roses and estoiles. 

The effigy rests on table-tomb (5ft. 3ins . by 1ft . 6ins. by 2ft. l -4ins.) 
with chamfered plinth (5ft. Sins. by 1ft. l0}ins. by 21ins.) adorned 
with five trefoil-headed niches crocketed and separated by gabled 
pinnacles h aving bases (2ft. lin.) containing three-quarter angels 
(llins.) with outspread wings, vested in albs and holding hea,ter­
shaped shields. From west to east the shields are emblazoned :­
I (Az .) a dolphin hauriant and embowed (or, with a mullet to denote 
a younger branch of that family which was of Redlynch in Bruton), 
Fitz James (see P roc. Som. Arch. Soc ., xxrv, ii, 33) ; II P er Pale 
inclented (gulcs and vcrt), a chevron (or ), Hungerford of H eytes­
bury; III The central shield, (or ) 3 eagles displayed 2 ancl l (gules), 
Rodney; IV (Az.) three garbes l and 2 and a chief (or ), Peverell; 
V (Sa.) two bars (arg.) and in chief 3 vlates. The impaled shield at 
t he west end is not easy to read. Upon its dexter half are three 
objects barways. They may be for culverins, bars wavy or wings. 
The coat impaled with them is Wykeham, (Arg.) 2 chevrons (sa.) 
between 3 roses (gu.), seeded (or). If the dexter is harry-wavy, then 
it has been suggested by the late Rev. George S. Master , that 
according to Collinson, II, 312, the shield would be Bayouse impaling 
Drewe. The P everell coat of arms is wrongl_v carved and the garbs 
which are" 1 and 2" ought to be" 2 and 1." The carving is boldly 
executed, but is somewhat deficient in craftsmanship ; the figures 
of t he angels are disproportionately long and the sculptor did not 
possess sufficient skill and knowledge of technique to carry out the 
work satisfactorily . Effigy and tomb-chest made from Dundry 
freestone. (See Plate X , fig. 2). 

REFERENCES. Collinson, n, 307, 308; sketch in Adlam's illus­
trated Collinson (Soc. Ant.), vr, 307 ; sketch in Braikemidge's 
illustrated Collinson, II, 307 ; Rutter's Sornerset, 21 ; Proc. Sorn. 
A rch. Soc., xxvrr, ii , 18, 23, LXVIII, i, 40, 41 ; Parochial History of 
Backwell by Rev. George S. Master, 48- 50, i llustrated (Northern 
Branch, Som. Arch. Soc., 1898) ; Wade's Sornerset, 38 ; The Archi­
tect, 1/4/ 1887, has full-page illustration by Roland W. Paul, F.S.A.; 
Robinson 's West Coimtry Churches, I , 123 ; Somerset and Dorset 
Notes and Queries, v, 1, 2,-illustratecl as frontispiece, vrr, 202 ; 
H u tton's H ighways and Byways in Somerset, 399. 
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CHEW MAGNA (St. Andrew). 

PERSON RE.l'RESEN'rED. Sir J·ohn St. Loe, founder of north aisle 
of Chew Magna Church, and grandfather to the Sir John St. Loe 
with whom Leland stayed at Sutton Court. See Leland's Itinerary, 
VII, 103. 

EFFIGY (7ft. 2ins. and toes being lost would make it 7ft. 4ius., 
the length recorded by Collinson) in suit of plate armour ; breast 
and back plaLei; hjdden by j upon indicated by two rectangular 
palettes (6¾ins. by 4ins.) fastened by leather thongs through jupon 
to shoulder-piece, standard of mail (2¾ins.), laminated shoulder­
pieces, brassarts, elbow-cops with large fan-like outer-plates, 
vambraces, skirt of nine taces seen through fastenings of jupon 
on right side, thigh-pieces, grevieres, knee-cops with fan-like pro­
tections and upper and lower plates (1ft. 41ins. in length), sollerets 
(toes lost), head bare, face clean-shaven, legs straight, bare hands 
(restoration) raised in prayer holding heart, collar of SS. on band 
(¾in.), lion at feet, head on close-fitting head-piece having movable 
visor and beaver, lambrequins (no crest), and attached Lo t he inside 
of the head-piece is a curtain of mail to protect neck, narrow sword­
belt (sword lost) diagonally acroios body, remains of attachment for 
dagger on right side . The jupon is close-fitting without sleeves, 
adorned with coat of arms of Sir J"ohn St. Loo (on ci bend three 
ann1.1,lets, over all a, label of three points), and the garment is so thick 
that it was probably padded as it hangs stiffly. 

The table-tomb (7ft. 8ins. by 4ft. 2ins . by 1ft. 9ins.) originally 
stood in centre of chapel, but now placed in N.E. corner and only 
s. side and w. end visible, s lab= 8ft. by 4ft. 3ins . by 3ins., bevelled 
plinth= 8ft. 2ins . by 2}ins. , upper bed or slab= 7ft. llins . by 
4ft. l {ins. by 4¾ins. The s. side and w. end are adorned with 
panels and trefoil-headed niches between them. The panels 
contain quatrefoils (1ft. 8ins. by 1ft. 8ins.) having centres of heater­
shaped shields (8ins . and 9ins .) adorned with the knight's armorial 
bearings and conventional foliage in spandrels; the empty niches 
(llins . by 3ins. recessed l ¾ins.) are richJy foliated and contain 
pedestals, Effigies made from Bath freestone, table-tomb from 
the Inferior Oolite (Dundry freestone). Date c. 1443. (See P late 
V, fig. 3). 

REJ!'ERENCES. Leland's Itinerary, vu, 103; Collinson, II, 97 ; 
sketch in Braikemidge's illustrated Collinson, II, part, 1, 89 ; sketch 
in Adlam's illustrated Collinson (Soc. Ant.) , IV, 8\J; Rutter 's 
Somerset, 204; P roc. Som. Arch. Soc., xrv, ii, 98 ; Wade's Somerset, 
91; Hutton's IJ.ighways and, Byways in Somerset, 98. 
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DOWLISH WAKE (St. Andrew) . 

P ERS0, REPRESEN'.l'ED . J ohn Speke, mar. Joan, dau. and 
h eiress of John Keynes, who was great-grandson of Isabel \Vake; 
died 1442. 

EFFIGY (5ft . 9ins.) in suit of plate armour, basinet (largely a 
restoration), breast and back plates reinforced with a demi-placcate 
reachi_ng to gorget, articulated shoulder-pieces, Lrace of pafotte on 
left may be seen, but pauldron on right is a restoration, brassarts, 
elbow-cops with small fans and one protecting plate, vambraces, 
skir t of taees (6 lames) with lower Lace suspended by straps from 
no. 4, t high-pieces, ridged knee-cops with small fans and protecting 
plates above and below, grevieres, sollereLs (7 lames) ha,ring pointed 
toes, rowel spurs (shanks= l±ins .) and straps (½in .), baudric (2iins.) 
adorned with pellets, hands in cuffed gauntlets (cnffs= G¾ins . in 
depth) raised in prayer, sword and dagger lost, feet on lion (couchant) 
with tail curled round back, head on two tasselled cushions (bottom 
rectangular = 1ft. 4ins. by 8{ins . by 3½ins., top set diagonally= 
7ins. by 7ins .). The tomb-chest (6ft. 3¾ins. by 2ft. 4ins. by 2ft. 
llins .) wit h plinth (6ft. 7{ins. by 3ft. 2ins . by 1ft. 2ins.) and sla b 
(6ft. 3ins . by lft. 5ins .) coped to effigy has a band of fifteenth 
cen tury patcrae below i t, and on the south side the central niche 
contains a shield bearing : Barry of eight, over all an eagle with two 
heads displayed (Speke) ; on an inescutcheon of pretence, a bend 
ragulee cotised (Keynes), implying that John Spekc married Joan 
d an. of John K eynes. On ei ther side are three weepers on pedestals 
in niches (1ft. 9¾ins. by 9{ins .) recessed 3ins :-

1. Lady in kirtle, mantle itnd kerchief. Right hand holds a 
long rosary. 

2 . Man in cote to knees, close-fitting hose and hat with wide 
brim. 

3. Lady in kirUe, mant.le, kerchief, an d bands clasped in prayer. 
4. Man in cote to knees, close-fitting hose, keys suspended from 

belt, cap with cable-edging and long liripipe held in left 
h and with short lappet on right side. 

5. Lady in kirt le holding an op en book. 
6. Lady in kirtle, mantle, head-dress with band in f.,ront pos­

sessing short lappet on one side and a longer one he) l in left 
h and. \ 

The n or th side is decorated with seven panels containing trefoil­
headed niches (1ft. lOins. by lOins.) recessed 3ins. 

The west end is adorned wit h t hree panels (restored) containing 
three figures (restored) :-

1. Lady in kirtle, mant le and kerchief. 
2. Knight in suit of plate armotu with ar ticulation from gorget, 

to bottom t ace, holds lan ce, basinet resting on shoulders and 
sword on left suspended from baudric. 
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This tomb-chest, placed between chancel and north chapel is 
made of Ham Hill stone ; but the effigy is carved from a block of 
Doulting freestone . The original meclie,~al work bas boon severely 
restored, while the west end, the shield of arms and several woepers 
have been recut. (See Plate YII, fig. 2). 

REFl>:HENCES. Collinson, n1, 120 ; skoLch in Braikenridge·s 
iUuslratod Collinson, III, part l , 120; sketch in Adlarn 's illustrated 
Collinson (Soc. Ant.), vm, 120; Proc. Som. Arch. Boe. , XLIX, i , 40; 
Somerset Record Society, XVI, 146; \Vado's Somerset, 120 ; Hutton's 
Highways and Byways in Somerset, 275, 276. 

DUNSTER (Priory Church of SL. George). 

PERSON REPRESENTED. Sir H ugh Lu Ltroll , kt., son of Sir 
Andrew and Lady Elizabeth L uUrell, came into possession of Manor 
and CasLle of Dunster (1404) some thirty years after his mother had 
bought it from Lady Joan Mohun. .He was a man of considerable 
wealth and honourably employed under 1,hree successive kings of 
England, being Steward of Household to Queen Joan, Constable 
of Bristol Castle, Lieutenant of Calais (1401- 2), member of Privy 
Council, Ambassador to Duke of Burgundy (1403), Mayor of Bor­
deaux, assisted in the French wars and made Governor of H arfleu:r 
and Great Scncschal of Normandy, Member of Parliament for 
Somerset and later for Devon. Died 24/3/1428. 

EFFIGY (3ft. llins . present length) in suit of plate armour, breast 
and back plates, d cmi-placcates, laminated shoulder-pieces, fluted 
palettes, basinet richly adorned with a band of convolvulus leaves 
having a rope border with cresting above, while the Holy Name 
on a band of beads or pearls occupies the centre, orle (fragment), 
gorget of plate, collar of SS. on narrow band , skirt of tacos (7 James), 
t uilles, sword-belt (tin .), baudric (l ¾ins.) with clasp is adorned with 
raised rectangular ornaments, head on tilt ing-helm (fragment ) wi th 
mantling (crest losL), and slab (2~ins. coped to 5ins.). Effigy mado 
of alabaster . (See P late V, figs. 1, 2) . Monument (7ft. Sins. by 
8ft. 2ins. by 4ft. 3ins. ), erected on north side of high a ltar in thickness 
of wall between sanctuary and Chapel of St. Lawrnnce, consists of 
table-tom b adorned with quatrefoils having heater-shaped shields 
as cent res ,vith t refoil-headed panels between with band of fifteen th 
century paterae w1der slab. The trefoil-cusped arch (8ft. 4ins. by 
3ft. ll ins . by 4ft. 3ins.) possesses intermediate cuspings. The 
primary ones are angels holding shields and the intermediate ones 
consist of four-leaf fiowers . One cusp was found in t he priory 
garden : the others are modern. The spandrels arc filled wi th 
conventional foliage and the soffit is decorated with rows of large 
panels, while the beaut iful cresting is a copy of fragments foun d 
cl uri ng the restoration of the ch urch . It is probable that this is 
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not the original tomb and that t he structure, except the two a labaster 
figures, was an Easter Sepulchre of t he time of Henry VII . 

.REFERENCES. Leland's Itinerary, IT, 71 ; Collinson, rr, 18 ; two 
sketches in Braikenriclge's illustrated Collinson, n, part 1, 18; 
sketch in Adlam's illustrated Collinson (Soc . Ant.), IV, 18; illus­
trated in Gentleman's lVIagazine, October 1808; Savage's Hundred 
of Carhampton (1830) ; Rogers' Sepulchral Effigies of Devon, 349, 
Plate XI, division iii ; Barrett's Somersetshire, 329; Wade's 
Somerset, 126; Lyte's History of Dunster, I, 103- 105 (iUustrated); 
Lyte's Dunster and its Lords, 55 (illustrated) ; Hancock's Dunster 
Church and Priory, 90 (illustrated); La1-ter's Minehead, Porlock 
and Dunster , 54. 

HENSTRIDGE (St. Michael and All Angels). 

PERSON REPRESEN'l'ED . William Carent of Toomer, esquire, 
high sheriff of Somerset and Dorset, member of Parliament for 
former county, mar. Margaret, dau . of William Stourton, sister of 
John, first Baron Stourton. Died 8/4/1476. 

Eli'FIGY (5ft. 9ins.) in suit of plate armour, breast and back plates, 
gorget, pauldrons, brassarts, el bow-cops with large fans, vambraces, 
skirt, of t aces (5 lames), fluted tuilles attached by straps, thigh­
pieces, ridged knee-cops with large fans and protecting plates below, 
grcvieres, la,minatecl sollerets, baudric (2iins.) adorned with raised 
ornaments, sword belt (l¼ins .) with buckle and pendent strap (6ins.), 
sword on loft (fragment of 20ins. showing hilt with straight quillons), 
dagger attached to baudric by cords on right and gauntlets, hair 
cut short round mutilated face, hands raised in prayer, ribbon rouml 
neck with t refoil fastener and pendant hidden beneath hands, head 
bare rests on two cushions ( bottom rectangular= 1ft. 6ins. by 
13ins . by 3ins ., top set diagonalJy= llins. by llins. by 2ins .) sup­
ported on each side by an angel wi th folded wings vested in alb, 
feet on smooth-skin collared dog (couchant regardant) . There is a 
small shield on each shoulder blazoned wit h arms of Toomer. The 
effigy and s lab (6ft. lin. by 1ft. 5½ins. by 2~ins.) made of Doulting 
freestone. The metal plate for inscription lost ; but twen ty-four 
nails remain. 

The monument (6ft. 8½ins. by 3ft. lOins. by 3ft. 2ins.) stands on 
south side between chancel and chantry-chapel. The side of 
table-tomb facing chancel possesses an aum bry (2ft. lin. by 13ins. 
by 1ft. 4ins.), and beneath are two panels containing quatrefoils 
with roses as centres and a panel (2ft. lin. by 2ft. 4ins.) on each 
side with three t refoil-headed niches flanked by buttresses (2ft.) 
holding statues (lft. ) of weepers in long gowns with heads lost, 
st anding on tall pedestals (5ins.). The north side has one row of 
twelve trefoil-headed niches containing mutilated statues of t he 
Apostles. (See Proc. Som . Arch. Soc., Lxvm, Plate X, fig. 1). 
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The spandrels of the arch over the tomb-chest possess sculptured 
angels blowing trumpets in low relief while Lhe projecting cornice 
(8ft. 2ins. by 6ins.) is clecorntcd with fifteenth century conventional 
foliage and shields emblazoned with armorial bearings, (a) gules, 
three bars wavy argent, Toomer ; (b) sable, a bend or, between six 
fountains, Siour ton; (c) argent, three torleaux having on each two 
chevronel,S, Carent. The soffit (6ft. 6§i.J.1s. by 3ft. 2ins. by 4ft. 2ins.) 
is richly d ecorated with quatrcfoils in: lozenges having roses as 
centres, while the west encl is adorned with tracery for two windows 
of three lights, and beneath each arc three panels containing quatrc­
foils with roses as centres. There is still some colour on the lomb 
and effigies and an inscription on the verge of the sla b which was 
probably commemorative is n ow illegible. 1-\.nother inscription 
occupied the moulding which runs up the side and across the head 
of the canopy-only a few words are now legible, but these indicate 
that they arc t he lines frequently met with on fifteenth century 
monuments:-

Sis testis Xste, quod non tumulus jacet istc 
Corpus ut ornetur sed spiritus ut mcrnorctur. 

Tomb and effigies made after the death of Alice, wife of William 
Carent of Toomer, in 1463, of Donlting freestone. (See Plale X, 
fig. 1). 

REFJ<~RENCJ,s . Collinson, n, 368; sketch in Braikenridgc's illus­
trated. Collinson, 11, part 3, 368; sketch in Adlam's illustrated 
Collinson (Soc. Ant.), VI, 368; Proc. &m. Arch. Soc., X VI, i, 42--43; 
Hu tton's Ilighways and Byways in Somerset, 225; ·wade's Somerset, 
152. 

HINTON ST. GEORGE. 

PERSON REPRESENTED. Probably the last of the Denebauds, 
lords of Hinton since time of H enry III, whose daughter married 
Sir WiJbam PauJct abo11t 1464. 

EFFIGY (6ft. 3ins.) in suit of plate armour, pointed basinet, 
gorgct of plate, breast and back plates, skirt of taces (7 lamcs) 
and 12 lames from shoulders to elbows, elbow-cops and large 
roundels (5ins. d iitmeter) over g ussets, vambraccs, thigh-pieces, lmee­
cops with protecting plates above and below, grevieres, sollerets 
(8 articulations), han ds in cuffed gauntlets with gadlings and 
metacarpal plates raised in prayer , bauclric (I Fns.) adorned with 
four-leaf flowers, sword-belt (l {ins.), sword on left side (16ins. of 
scabbard remains and hilt, Sins., has straight quillons and pear­
shaped pommel), on right side attachment to mace is broken, mace 
has octagonal knob (each face= llins. by l jins. adorned with two 
bands of ornamen t) and shaft of lO{ins., rowel spurs (straps= l in., 
shanks= 2ins.), head on t ilting-helm with crest a roaring lion, feet 
on large lion (couchant). 

.. 
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Effigy on tomb-chest on nort h side of nave. D.ite 1470- 1480. 
E ffigy an <l sla b (6ft. lOins. by 2ft . 3ins.) adorned with fifteenth 
cen t ury paterac m ad e of Beer stone. 

The table-tomb (6ft. lOin s . by 1ft. llins . by 1ft . llins.) with 
bevelled slab (7ft . by 2ft . 4ins . by 5ins .) has t he sides adorned with 
panels containing trefoil-headed niches (1ft . 6ins . by 1ft . and re­
cessed 3ins.), and q uatrefoils (1ft . 6ins. by 1ft. 6ins .) having cent res 
of h c1i tcr-shapcd shields (9ins. by 7ins .). (See Plato IX, fig. l ). 

RBFER ENCES . Collirn;on, u , 168 ; B raikuuriuge·s illustrated 
Collinson, u , part 2 , 168 ; Ad lam's illustrated Collinson (Soc. Ant .), 
v , 168; P roc. Som. Arch. Soc ., xxxvrr, i, 38, 39; Wade·s Somerset , 
155. 

l\10NTAUUTE (SL Catherine) . 

PERSON REPRESEN'l'lm. Unknown " Knigh t ." ColJinson (ID, 
314) gives t he d a le a s 1484 a nd calls him D avid Phelips, Esq. 
Whe n the Society Yisited l\Iontacute in 1886, Mr. J oh n Batten , F.S .A., 
threw <lou bt on these effigies of the " Knight " and his lady bein g 
the ancestors of the Phdips family of Mon lacute, a s his researches 
did not show tha t t here ever was such a man as David Phelips of 
)fontacute. (Proc. Som . .drch. Soc ., xxxrr, i , 62, 63) . 

E F.FJGY (6ft . 9ins .) in suit of pla te armo ur , head in helmet with 
visor raised , fluted gorget, breast and back plates joined t ogether 
at shoulders with straps (l in .) h aving scalloped edging at bottom, 
below appears to be a short skirt of mail, pauldrons, brassarts, 
elbow-cop s, vambraces, t high -pieces, knee-cops , grevieres, sword­
bel t (l lins.) but n o sword or dagger , hands raised in prayer , feet in 
boots (proba bly a r estoration ), rest on a block of stone (1ft . 4ins. 
by 7ins . by 6 ~ins .), no spurs, head on two cushions (bott om rec­
t a ngular = lft . 4½in s. by 1ft. by 2ins ., top a half m oon= llins. by 
13ins . by 4iins .). E ffigy of husband and wife on table-tom b 
(7ft. 8ins . by 3ft . lOins. by 1ft. 1qins.) made of R am Hill stone. 
T he sculptor who executed t his fi gure was a very poor im ager , and 
his work is exceedingly cr ude and shows little artistic concept ion . 
P ossible date near close of fifteen th cen t ury or even a li t tle later. 

R EFERENCES. Collinson, m , 314 ; sket ch in B raikenridge's 
illust rated Collinson , m, part 2 , 314 ; sket ch in Adlam 's illus trated 
Collinson (Soc. An t. ), XI, 314 ; P roc. S om. A rch. Soc., XXXJJ, i , 62, 
63 ; L XVIII, x lviii ; Wade's Somerset , 190. 

N ORTH CADBURY (St. Michael and All Angels ). 

P ERSON R EPRESENTED. Willia m , Baron Botreaux; in expe­
d it ion t o Saxony, Por tugal and Spain , summoned to P arliament as 
a Baron 1377, mar . (1309- 70) E lizabeth , dau. of Sir R a lph Daubeney, 
of South P etherton , kt . Died 1391. 
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EFl 'IOY (4ft . 7i11s.) in suit of plate armour, basinet with orlc of 
three Lwisted bands of si lk on groundwork of pearls, gorget fastened 
to basinct by ri vet,, with rose in centre, breast and back plates with 
straps a nd buckles, laminated shoulder -pieces with articulated 
pauldrons (4 lames having cui-ved ends turned downward), bras­
sarts wiLh straps and buckles, elbow-cops, Yam braces, taces (4 
scallop-shaped lames), two t uillcs fastened with straps to lowest, 
tacc, t high-pieces, knee-cops wiLh large fans and µrotccLing plates, 
greviercs with straps a nd buckles, poin ted ar ticulated sollerets, 
spurs and straps (rowels lost), horizontal bauclric adorned with 
raised four-leaf fl owers having 5ins. of penden t strap beyond buckle, 
sword on left side (hilt Jost, scabbard = 2ft.), collar of SS., hands 
raised in prayer, head on tilting-helm surmounted by t he Botreaux 
crest of a griffin segreant, feet on lion well undercut wit h tail coiled 
round back. 

For details of sculpture on torn b-che L see Proc. Som . .Arch. Soc., 
Lxvm , 54, Plate X II, fig. 2. The tomb, effigy and slab (4ft. lOins. 
by 1ft. 5ins . by 3ins .) made at Bath from Great Ooli tc rock a nd 
proba bly erected by their son (Sir Willia m Bolreaux) sometime 
after his mother's death in 1433. (Plato VI ). 

REFERENCES. Collinson , rr, 220; sketch in Braikenridge·s 
illustraLcd Collinson, rr, part 2, 220 (signed W.W .W. 1844); sketch 
in Adla rn 's illustra ted Collinson (Soc. A11t.), v, 220; P igoiL drawing; 
Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., xxrr, ii , 101-103; xxx1x, i . 35-36; LVII, 
i , 51 ; Tite's Somerset pri nts; Wade's Somerset, 197: H utton 's 
Highways and Byways in Somerset, 208; Barret t ·s Somersetshire, 
84 ; Somerset and Dorset Roles and Queries, VI (i llustra ted ). 

:KUI\"'NEY (All Sain Ls) . 

P ERSON R EPRESENTED. P robably to John Delamare and wife 
erected by t heir da u . Constantia who married J ohn Paulet (c. 1427). 
Among the coaLs of arms on t he tomb-chest is on e of Patilet and 
Delamare quar terly, showing t hat it must have been creeled after 
the marriage of t he heiress, Constantia. 

EFFlGY (5ft. 9ins.) in sui t of plate ar mour, ·gorget, breast a nd 
back p la tes covered by tabard with the armor ia l bearings of t he 
Delamare family cm broidered on i t and both s leeves, viz. Gu. two 
lions pass. gard. or, shoulder-pieces visible a bove tabard, brassar ts, 
elbow cops wit h fans ::md upper and lower protect ing p lates, vam­
braces, Lhigh -picces, knee-cops, grevieres, sollerets (6 lames), rowel 
spurs wi th straps, baudric (2ins.) decoration somewhat. defaced , 
sword -belt diagonally across body, sword on left side (scabbard 
lost , but hilt with sligh tly drooping quillons remains), rondo] 
dagger (hilt lost, sheath = 1ft . 5ins.) on righ t side, hands in gaunt lets 
possessing small cuffs raised in prayer, collar of SS ., face clean ­
shaven, head on tilting-helm with wreath -crest of twisted cords, 



78 Monumental Effigies in Somerset. 

man tling of oak-leaves and tassels, feet on lion. Effigy and slab 
(6ft. by 1ft. 6i.ns . by 2~ins.) made from block of Beer stone . Date 
c. 1450 . (See Plate VII, fig. 1). For details of tomb-chest and 
shields of arms see Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., LXVlI, ii , 35. 

REFERENCES. Collinson, rr, 220; sketch in B raikenridge's illus­
trated Collinson, n , part 2, 220 (signed W .vV.W. 1844) ; sketch in 
Adlam's illustrated Collinson (Soc. Ant.), v, 220; Pigott d rawing; 
Proc. Som. Arch. Soc ., xxrr, ii , 101- 103 ; XXXIX, i , 35- 36; LVII, 

i , 51; Tite's Somerset prints; Wade's Somerset, 197 ; Hutton's . 
Highways and Bywwys in Somerset, 208; Barrett's Somersetshire, 84. 

PORLOCK (St. Dubricius). 

PERSON REPRESENTED . Sir John H arington, 4th Baron de 
Aldingham, co. L anes., was tv1enty-two years of age at his father's 
death and was, therefore, born c. 1384, and would be twenty-eight 
years old when he married his second wife E lizabeth Courtenay. 
Served in French wars and knighted probably, among forty-eight 
men who were dubbed by Henry V, 1/8/1417. Died 11/ 2/1417-18. 
Lady H arington received a grant in settlemen t at marriage from 
h er husband of the manor of Porlock. 

EFFIGY (6ft. 2~ins.) in suit of plate armour, head in basinet 
adorned with a raised band (l~ins .) with scroll of leaves and cresting 
above, t he orle richly decorated ,vith twisted jewelled band and a 
scroll of conventional roses and leaves (damage has been made by 
a deep groove from mouth to n eck on left side), breast and back 
plates and demi-placcatcs, pauldrons ,vith wide scallopings, skirt 
of taces (8 lames) and scalloped flaps in place of tuilles fastened by 
straps to lowest tace, brassarts, fan-shaped elbow-cops, vam­
braccs, hands in metacarpal gauntlets raised in prayer, thigh­
pieces, knee-cops wi th lower protecting plates, grevieres, laminated 
sollerets with pointed toes rest on lion, spurs (rowels lost) and 
straps adorn ed with four-leaf flowers, and t he collar is 1musual being 
composed of links of t hree bars or flutings fastened by a band in 
the centre and th e trefoil fastening for badge is in place, but the 
h ands of t he knight hide the badge, the baudric ornamented with 
raised rectangular ornaments and t he clasp contains a small heater­
sh aped shie ld, dagger lost, sword on left side (scabbard with metal 
encl and I.H.C. near the top) and supported beneath wit h two 
sculpt1ued grotesques, crossed openwork covers the hilt and the 
long pommel is pear-shaped, sword-belt adorned with four-leaf 
flowers at intervals of 2ins. worn diagonally, head on t il t ing-helm 
with mantling, wreath of twisted materia ls and the crest or badge 
of t h e H aringtons a lion's heacl erased, two reclining angels (damaged) 
hold t he h elmet. The effigy and slab (6ft . 2~ins. by 2ft. 2ins. by 
3ins . coped) are made of alabaster. Date c. 1460. (See Plate XII, 
fig . 1 ; also Haili.day's Porloclc Monuments, Plates iii, iv and vi). 
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Although t he a labaster effigies were sculptured about. 1460. yet 
Lh.is stately monument of Dundry freestone made in Bristol. was 
not erected until :ibout 1475, when the desire of Sir J ohn Harington, 
4th Baron, to fotmcl a chantry, expres cd in his will dated 1417, 
was carried out by letters patent issued 14 Edward IV, being a 
period of fifty-six years after his death in 1418 ! 

Th.is magnificent monumenL originally stood in the centre of the 
chantry chapel and was probably enclosed in a grate such as still 
surrounds the tomb of Bishop Beckington in Wells Cathedral, 
while the screen round the chapel now· dcst.royed was, probabl_v, a 
masterpiece of artisLic craftsmanship. The tomb-chest (8fL 3ins. 
by 4ft. 6ins . by 3ft. l 1ins .) is adorned with fourteen t-rcfoil-hcaded 
niches (now tenantloss) on each side and six at each end with 
moulded slab (5ins.) and moulded base (l3ins.) . The height of the 
monument is 12ft . 7ins., and before the cornice was removed it, 
must have been som e 14ft. from ground-level. The height of the 
t op of the canopy from the slab of the table-tomb is 9ft. 6ins., and 
the moulclings round each s ide of t he arch consists of th.irteen pieces 
of conventional foliage, while Lhe spandrels are decorated with oak 
leaves, conventional foliage and trefoils in circles. The soffit is 
richly decorated with six rows of panels (trefoil-headed at both 
ends), and vestiges of colonr on t hese and other portions of the 
tomb arc stiJJ visible. (See Plate X, fig. 3; also Hall iday's Podock 
Monuments, Plates i , vii, viii , ix). 

REFERENCES. Collinson, II, 38 ; sketch in Braikenriclge's illus­
trated Collinson, JI, part 1, 38 ; sketch in Adlam's illustrated 
Collinson (Soc. Ant.), VI, 38 ; Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., xx.xv, i , 26, 
27; Lartcr's .Minehead, P orlock and Dunster. 45 ; Hooks Ancient 
Clmrch of Porloclr, 30, 37 (illustrated): Chadwyck- Hcalcy·s llistory 
of Part of West, Somerset. 3GO ; Pigott drawing; Hutton·s 1/ighways 
and Byways in Somerset, 358 (illustrated); Ralli<lay·s Porlock 
Monuments, 51-54, Plates i, ii.i , iv, vi , vii, Yiii and ix; vVade's 
Somerset, 208; Savage's Himdred of Carhampton. 102. 

RODNEY STOKE (St. L eonard). 

PERSON REPRESENTED. Sir Thomas Rodney, kt .. son of Sir 
Walter Rodney who married Margaretdau. of Robert, Lord Hunger­
ford , and die<l 1471 (according to Collinson , rrr, 604) or 1478-9 
(Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., xxxrv, i. 28). 

EFFIGY (5ft. 6ins.) in suit of plate armour, breast and back plates 
reinforced by demi-placcatcs, skirt of tacos (5 James), small fluted 
tu.il les each suspended by two straps from bottom tace, large fluted 
pauldrons, brassarts, .large fan elbow-cope with protecting plates, 
vam braces, thigh-pieces, largo fan-shaped lmee-cops with a pro­
tecting plate above and below, pointed articulated sollerets, rowel 
(shanks= 4ins., straps= ¾in.). collar of suns and roses and pendant 
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hidden under han ds in cuffed gaunLlets raised in prayer, face clean ­
shaven , sword on loft sido (scabbard ornamented with lozenges= 
1ft . 6ins., hilt wit h d rooping q uillons and pommel lost= .3ins .), 
rondel tlaggcr on r igh t side (fluted sheath = 1ft. 7ins .. hilt decorated 
with p arallel bars and pellets possesses circular pommel), feet rest 
on dog with long oars, and head on tilting-helm having mantling 
and crest an eagle . 

The south face of tom b-chest, is adorned wilh paterae of fou r-leaf 
flowers beneath t h e s lab and five panels (llins. by Sins.). The 
cen l,ral panel contains a scaled figure in habit and cowl on head 
hold ing open book, now p lain , as all colour, letters a nd words on 
t he two exposed pages have vanished. No emblem exisls whereby 
the seated figure can bo posi t ively identified and it is only a con­
jecture that the image is in tended lo represen t St. Benedict.. The 
western panels contain two kneeling fi gures of m en depicted in 
h a bits with out hoods but possessing girdles, while t hey hold large 
rosaries in th eir hands. Tn the western panels are l,wo kneeling 
women- one is probably in tended for a nun with hands clasped; 
the other is in secular costume of kirtle, wimple and hood. while 
the remains of a large rosary hang fro m her gird le a nd she retains 
in he r han ds a mu tilated object which m ay originally have been 
a bi rd . 

The arch on lhe south side over the table-tom!, rises 12ft. from 
ground-lovc-1 and is 8ft. in length givin g a recess (6IL. 3ins. by 3ft. 
by 4ft.) h aving demi-angels holding shields for t he primary and 
roses for the secondary cusps, with conven tional foliage on the 
spandrels and a lon g scroll (now plain) h eld by a hand in the panel 
above the arch. Under the projecting em bctttled cornice are five 
p an els containing shields of arms :-

1. Sa. three bars arg. in chief three plates : H ungerford . 
2. H ungerford impaling Rodney. 
3. Or. three eagles displayed gu. : Rodney. 
4. Rodney impaling gu. three escutcheons ary. charged with as 

many cinquef oils set. : Vowell. 
5. Vowell. 
The tomb is flanked by butLressecl pinnacles h a,v ing embattled 

tops . 
The nor th side rises 9ft. from ground level and lho ta b lo-tomb is 

adorned wit h thr ee panels (1ft. l Oins. by 1ft . 5ins.), containing 
shields on ·which are sculptured :-

1. r\ bishop in mitre, alb and chasuble holds pastoral staff 
roprosonting St. Erasmus who is con vention ally depicted in 
t he act of suffering d isembowelmen t, the entrails being wound 
round a windlass. 

2 . St. Anno in hood sea ted, a nd the Blessed Virgin crowned 
holds the Holy Child . 



PLATE IV. 

Fig. 1. CHEW MAGNA. 
W:fe of Sir John St. Loe, circa 1450 . 

Fig. 2 . WRAXALL. Lady Anne Howard, circa 1495. 

Fig. 3. ILTON. " Lady " (unknown), circa 1470. 

EFFIG IES OF C I VILIANS I N SOMERSET CH URCHES. 
XV C ENTURY . 



PLATE V. 

F igs . 1 , 2. DUNSTER. Sir Hugh Luttrell, Kt., ob. 1428. 

Fig . 3. CHEW MAGNA. Sir J ohn St. Loe, Kt., circa 1443 . 

EFFIG IES OF KNIGHTS IN SOMERSET C HURCHES . 
XV CENTU RY. 



PLATE VI. 

NORTH CADBURY. ~William1Lordj_Botreaux and Elizabeth 
Beaumont his wife . 

EFF IGIES O F K NIG HTS IN S O MER SET C HURCHES. 
XV CENTURY. 



PLATE VII. 

Fig. 1, NUNNEY. Probably to John Delamare, circa 1450. 

Fig. 2. DOWLISH WAKE. John Speke, ob. 1442. 

EFFIG IES O F KN IG H TS IN SOM E RSET C HU RC HES. 
XV CENTURY. 



PLA TE VIII. 

Fig . r SPAXTON. (As bekw' ; 

Fig. 2 . SPAXTON, "Knight, " circa 1455. 

EFFIG IES OF KN IGHTS I N SOMERSET C HURCHES. 
X V CENTURY. 



PLATE IX. 

Fig . r. HINTON ST. GEORGE. "Knight," 1470-1480 . 

Fig. 2. STOGURSEY. J ohn de Verney, ob. 1461. 

c:::~­
'"'--v, --~ -.. , 

. -­.... ._,__,,,,,,_ 

Fig 3. Enlargement of Effigy, Fig . 2 . 

EFFIGIES OF KNIGHTS IN SOMERSET CHURCHES. 
XV CENTURY. 



Fig. 1. 

HENSTRIDGE. William Carent of 
Toomer, circa 1463. 

Fig. 2. 

BACKWELL. Sir W alter Rodney, Kt., 
ob. 1466. 

Fig. 3· PLATE X. 

PORLOCK. John Harington, 
4th Baron de Aldingham. 

Tomb, circa 1475. 

EFFIGIES OF KNIGHTS IN SOMERSET CHURCHES. XV CENTURY. 



---------------- - ----- -- -- . -

P LATE XI. 

Fig . r . 

F ig . 2 . 

Fig. 3 , 

YATTON. Sir J ohn Newton , Kt., circa 1470. 1Figs . r , 2 a nd 3) . 

EFFIGIES OF KNIGHTS l.'-J S O M ERS ET C HURC HES. 
XV C E NTU RY. 



Fig. I. P LA'l'E XII. 

PORLOCK. J oh n Harington, 4th Baron de Aldingham. Effigy, c. 1460. 

Fig . 2. RODNEY STOKE. Sir Thomas Rodney, Kt. ob. circa 1478 . 

F ig. 3. The Effigy represented in Fig . 2. 

EFFIGIES OF KNIGHTS IN SOMERSET CHURCHES. 
XV CENTURY. 
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3. St. L eonard (patron of the church) seat ed ·with shackles on 
right arm holding book in left hand. Two liberated prisoners 
kneel before him. 

In the two spandrels of t he arch over the tomb-chest is a dragon 
and a flying horse. The monument and effigy were sculptured at 
Bath from the Great Oolite rock. The tomb is a fine conception, 
and the coarseness of the sculpture would not be so noticeable ,,hen 
the stonework was a ll painted and gilded. Date c. 1480. (See 
Plate XII, figs . 2, 3). 

REFERENCES . Collinson, n I , 606; Braikenridge's illustra ted 
Collinson, III, 606; Proc. Som. Arch. Soc., xxxrv, i , 28- 31 ; Wade's 
Somerset, 232; Hutton's Highways ancl Byways in Somerset, 116, 
117. 

SPAXTON (St. Mary t he Virgin) . 

PERSON REPRESENTED . .An unlmown lmight, probably one of 
the de la Hulle (or Hill) family who were in possession of t he m anor 
when the effigy was sculp tured; possibly John Hill. who married 
Margaret, dau. of Sir Walter Rodney, kt., and died 1456. 

EFFIGY (5ft. 9ins.) in suit of plate armour, breast and back plates 
reinforced by dem.i -placcates, skirt of taces (5 James, the bottom 
plate being 4ins. deep) , head in basinet with wreath of twisted oak 
leaves for orle, chin-piece and gorget, deep pauldrons, brassarts, 
fluted elbow-cops with scalloped edges, vambraccs, hands in gaunt­
lets raised in r>rayer, tb.igh -pieces, fluted knee-cops having ends 
turned over like a scroll and small upper and lower protecting 
platei;;, grevieres, laminated and pointed sollerets, rowel spurs aud 
straps, head on t ilting-he] m showing ocularium, mantling, wreath 
and crest a lamb's head. Effigy, sla b (6ft . by lft,. Sins. by 11ins.) 
and monument made of Donlting freestone. Date c. 1455. (See 
Plate VIII, figs. 1. 2) . 

The tomb-chest (7ft . 6J ins. by 3ft . 6ins. by 3ft. Bins.) is adorned 
on both sides with fifteenth century paterae below the slab, and 
six heater-shaped shields in panels separated by narrow trefoil­
headed niches with pedestals (6ins.) with sta,tues (missing) . The 
six-cent.reel arch over table-tom b gives a recess of 5ft. 9~ins. by 
4ft . lOins . by 3ft. 8ins .. having spandrels of con vent ional foliage 
with band of ornament above . The soffit is decorated with panels 
and the sid es of the recess with t refoil-headed niches, and in each 
centre is a demi-archangel in alb and cross on fillet holding a heater­
shaped shield (3½ins. by 3~ins.) placed on a pillar (Jft.) having base 
and capital. The south side of the canopy is raised above t he 
recess a,nd possesses eight panels each containing a heater-shaped 
shield in a trefoil-headed niche richly crocketed with band of foliage 
above. This monument is placecl between the chancel and the 

Vol. LXX (Fourth St-ries, Vol. X), Part 11. f 
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north chapel. (See Proc. Som. Arch . Soc., LXVHI, P late XIII, 
figs . 1, 2). 

ST OGURSE Y (Priory Church of St,. Andrew) . 

P ERSON REPRESEN'l'ED. John de Vcrney of Fairfield , mar . (1) 
I sabel, d au. of Sir J ohn T ouchet, Lord Audley, by whom he had 
no children; (2) E lean or, dau. of J ohn Brent, of C-ossington , Esq ., 
mother of William de Verney, his successor; (3) Margaret , dau. 
of R ichard Archer, Esq., by whom he had issue Alexander Verney 
of Wolmer ton. Died ]461. 

E FFIGY (5ft. 4ins.) in suit of plate a r mour, breast and back plates 
having demi-placca tes wit h point on breast ending in r ectangular 
ornamen t, gorget wi th two studs, deep pa,uldrons attached by laces 
to shou lder -pieces, brassar ts, flu t ed elbow-cops with small rosettes, 
vambraces, hands in gauntlets raised in prayer, skirt of taces 
(5 lames), fluted t ui.lles (7}ins. by 5{ins.) fastened by straps to the 
t hird tace, thigh-pieces, ridged knee-cops with fans and protecting 
upper and lower p lates, grevieres, sollerets (7 articuJations) r est on 
smooth-skinned dog (cou chant ), rowel spm s and straps (lin .), head 
un covered with lon g hair t,o n eck rests on tilting-helm with oc·ularium 
in form of t wo Maltese crosses, man tling wreath and crest of fern 
leaves vert. Before t he helm stands a small heater -shaped shield 
(7 ~in ·. by 6-;J.ins.), ch arged Arg. lliree f ern leaves vert, Verney. Coped 
sla b only extends from feet to middle of body (2ft. Sins. by llins . 
by 2½ins.). The table-t omb (6ft. l lins . by 2ft. lin. by 1ft . Sins.) 
stands in chapel of St. J ohn the Evangelist on chamfered and 
bevelled plint h, and th e sla b (7ft . 3lin s. by 2ft. lin. by 6ins.) is 
decorated on t he bevel w ith seventeen pieces of conventional 
fifteent h century foliage and th irteen armorial bearings on heater ­
sh aped shields (3ins . by 3ins .), viz . :-

5 shields. 
3 
2 
3 

Arg. three fern leaves vert : Verney. 
Three stags' heads : Broughton of Sandford. 
Vernoy impaling Gu . a wyvern clisp . arg. : Brent. 
Vernoy impaling Arg . three arrows (bird-bolts) in 
Jesse sa. : Risedon (or Risdon). 

At each corner of the sla b is a m ask. 
This tom b-chest is adorned with seven cin quefoiled -headed panels 

(1ft . llins. by 4{ins.) and two at each end. Between these pan els 
a re richly crocketcd canopies above niches flanked by gabled pin ­
nacles containing statues (1ft .) on 1Jedestals :-

W est End. 
A q ueen crowned with lon g hair to shoulders holding or b (?) in 

left hand ; right h and defaced. Possibly Queen Margaret of 
Anjou (?). 
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East End. 
A man bare-headed in ·long gown and mantle thrown over left 

shoulder holding a tablet in left hand and writing with quill pen 
held in right band. Probably intended to represent St. J ohn t he 
Evangelist in wh ose chapel t he memorials of t he de Vcmey family 
are placed. The burial-place of t h e earlier members of this family 
was in t he chantry chapel founded by ,}iTilliam do Verney (c. 1330) 
within the Church of Hillfarrance. 

South Side. (West to East). 
1. St,. Christopher. The bearded giant in fottitude of wading 

holds long staff in hand and carries Holy Child (upper par t, 
mutilated) on shoulder. 

2. Woman in kirtle, k erchief on head h as circular purse sus­
pended from girdle and reads an open book h eld by both 
hands. 

3. Bearded man in Jong gown, hood on shoulders, holds closed 
book in right and long staff in left hand. At feet a collared 
dog. 

4. Man in long gown and hood holds musical instrument(?). 
5. Man in long gown with wide hanging sleeves, collar with 

deep border (fur ?), long hair, tall hat, holds closed book in 
right and long staff in loft hand. 

6. Man with h ood on head and gown with deep border (fur ?) 
at neck. 

Ali the men -weepers, except St. Clnistopher and no . 3, are clean ­
shaven. 

North Side (West to East) . 
1. Lady with long h air, bare-headed, kirtle with girdle, cote­

harclie having V-shaped chemisette with deep border (fur 1) 
and loose sleeves. R ight hand mutilated ; left (lost) on 
breast. 

2. Lady in kirtle, cote-hardie with Jong bell-shaped sleeves and 
kerchief on head reads from open book held in both hands . 

3. Lady in kirtle, mantle and kerchief on head has clasped 
hands (mutilated). 

4. Man with long locks and beard in long cote secured by belt 
has left hand laid on breast and right extended. 

5. Man with beard and hair long, in long cote, sleeveless mantle 
with deep collar, t url>a,n lrnL wi Lh LwisLed edging, holds right, 
hand on breast; left hand lost . 

6. A bearded man with well sculptured face and protruding 
eye-brows, long cote having twisted cords for girdle and 
mantle with falling col lar, holds long staff wit h both h ands . 

These figures have been well carved and their execution does 
great credit to the imager. Those on t he south side are well pre-
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served by their proximity to the choir-seats. (See Plate IX, figs . 
2, 3) . 

REll'ER.ENCES . CoJJinson, I, 257 ; Braikemidge's illustrated 
Collinson, I, part 4, 257 ; illusLratcd Collinson (Soc. Ant.), ru, 257 ; 
Proc. Som. Arch. Soc ., xxrn, i, 66; Greswell's Land of Quanlock, 
162; Wade's Somerset, 228; Hutton's Highways and Byways in 
Somerset, 281 . 

YATTON (St. Mary the Virgin). 

PERSON REPRESENTED . Sir John Newton , kt., son of Sir Richard 
Newton, kL., .Lord Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, and 
Emma, his wife, dau . of Sir Thomas Perret of Islington, kt., mar. 
Isabel de Cheddre, built the chapel of St. John the Evangelist in 
Yatton Church and a stately tomb for himself and wife (1465- 1470). 
D ied 1487 . 

Ell'FIGY (6ft. li11.) in suit of plate armour, breast and back plates 
reinforced by small tlemi-placcates, gorget, pauldrons of two plates, 
top one secured by laces and fastened to bottom one with rivets, 
brassarts, large fluted elbow-cops with one protecting plate above 
and two below, vambraces, hands (bare) raised in prayer, skirt of 
taces (5 James), fiuted tuilles (lO}ins. by 7{ins.) with two raised 
rectangular ornamen ts on each are fastened by straps to top tace, 
thigh -pieces, fluted knee-cops with one protecting plate above an<l 
two below, grevieres, feet in pointed-toed sollerets (4 articulations), 
rest on lion (couchant) rowel spurs and straps, collar of SS. having 
a cross botonee for badge with end of lower arm hidden by hands, 
no sword, waist belt (¾in.) with dagger attached by cords (sheath= 
2ft. 3fins.) having a bastardeau in case S¾ins . secured to it, hilt= 
6ins. possessing straight quillons with ends tmned at right angles 
one upwards and the other downwards, face clean-shaven, hair 
worn long and brushed back from forehead, head laid on tilting­
helm (13ins.) having ocularia, wreath of dagged rolls twisted, 
mantling with tassels and crest (lft.) a garb. 

The table-tomb (8ft. Sins . by 2ft. l01ins. by 3ft. lOins.) is adorned 
with open quatrefoils having feathered centres and the slab with 
a band of four-leaf flowers . The vaulted recess (4ft. 5ins. high ) 
above the tomb-chest has the arch richly decorated with seven 
cusped trefoils and spandrels above containing open quatrefoils 
with feathered centres. The horizonl,al canopy (8ft. Sins. by 
4ft. 5ins.) is decorated with ten richly carved trefoil-headed niches 
(now tenantless except, one fragment of a statue showing alb and 
dalmatic, possibly St. Stephen) possessing pedestals of conventional 
foliage, while a band of twelve four-leaf flowers are under t he 
cornice with cresting (fragmen ts) above, and a similar band of 
twenty four-leaf flowers are set under the canopy. The back of 
the recess (9ft. 2ins. by 3ft. lOins. by 3ft. lOins.) above the tomb-
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chest ha,s a sculptured panel (2ft. 6ins. by 3ft. 4ins.) projecting 3ins. 
above a band of moulding. 

This sculpture represents the Annunciation. The Blessed Virgin 
(2ft.) in long kirtle with belt, mantle, fastened wi.th circular clasp, 
long hair and gold crown, while still kneeling has turned away from 
her prayer-desk, which is formed cleverly to revolve and yet to be 
well balanced by the weight of the book, to receive the Archangel 
Gabriel. The Archangel vested in alb and jewelJed fillet with cross 
on forehead possesses beautiful wings such as were carved in Bristol 
during the XV Century, and h olds a Jong scroll which probably 
contained the words of the Angelic Salutation. The Holy Ghost, 
descends as the Dove from the clouds projected on rays towards 
our Lady. A tall liJy in a one-hand led jar stands between the 
Archangel and the Blessed Virgin. 

The monument is raised on a moulded p linth (13ins.) and is 
flanked on either side by ta ll ·pinnacles with crockcted gables pos­
sessing canopied niches (now empty) and tall pedestals adomed at 
the top with bands of lozenges. This splendid tomb rises to the 
height of 11ft. 6ins. and has a length of 14ft. 4ins. and both monu­
ment and effigy were made from Dnndry freestone between 1465 
and 1470. (See Plate XI, figs. 1, 2, 3). 

REFERENC'i,S . Proc. Som. Arch. Soc ., LXVILJ, 63. 


