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THE fact that W atchet had a mint in Saxon times is well 
known from various histories of Somerset and the South West. 
The reference is invariably very brief, and usually dismissed 
with the remark that ' }Ethelred II minted money at W atchet ' . 
Mention is seldom made of the mint being used by later Icings 
and, as a result, many people are under the impression that 
lEtheked II was t he only king who minted there. 

During Saxon and Norman times t he money in general use 
in this country was not struck at a central mint as it is today, 
but was produced by moneyers in the more important towns. 
In Somerset , money was minted at what were apparently the 
principal towns, namely, Axbridge, Bath , Bruton, Cadbury, 
Crewkerne, Ilchester, Langport, Milborne Port, Petherton, 
Taunton and W atchet. 

The first of the Saxon kings to mint money in Somerset 
appears to have been Edward the E lder; there are also 
examples of coins struck during the reigns of 1Ethelstan, Edgar 
and Edward the Martyr. These early coins are extremely 
scarce, only a few examples being known. 

By the time of lEtheh·ed II, money seems to have been 
issued in greater quantit y from the Somerset mints, and the 
first money struck at W atchet was apparently made by the 
local moneyers for this king. Numerically the coins greatly 
exceed those of any other lung as the following table of four 
collections shows : 
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In a list at the end of this paper will be found particulars 
of all t he coins I have been able t o trace in museum collections 
as having been minted at Wat chet. Trus list gives the name 
of the reigning Icing from the obverse, and from the reverse, 
the name of t he local moneyer and ·the mint. As will be seen 
there are seven different names of moneyers on t he Watchet 
coins, one of whom , Godcild, appears t o have minted for no 
fewer than four kings : Cnut, H arold I , H art hacnut and 
E d ward the Confessor. 

The moneyer was an important official in Saxon and Norman 
times, t he post being usually held by a burgess of the town, 
a man of p roperty and a responsible cit izen . H is name in­
scribed on a coin guaranteed it s genuineness, and enabled the 
king's representatives to check any irregularit ies. 

R everse legends on the coins of }Ethelred read : SIL ER! [ 
M-O VE CED and HVNEJ)INE M-O J)E [ ED, meanin g, Sigeric, 
or H unewine, monetarius (moneyer), · Weced. The Saxon cha r­
acter which looks like a triangular P , was used for W until the 
reign of Stephen. From the time of Cnut the legend reads : 
LODCILD ON J)E CED, t he ON me11ning IN, so t hat we have 
Godciul in W eced. It will also be noticed t hat t he name of 
the mint has several variations of spelling during the period, 
from PE [ED at the .time of }Ethelred to WA [ET in the 
reign of St ephen . These differences may be clearly seen in 
the coins illustrated in P l. V, which was prepared by the 
Department of Coins and Medals of the British Museum to 
show t heir collection of Wat chet coins. 

The currency of the country during t he whole of the period 
under review was the silver penny, and no denomination of 
larger size or value appears t o have been issued. P ennies 
could be cut t o make halfpennies and quarters (farthings), 
though as far as we are aware none of these cut pieces are 
known from Wat chet. · 

R eference to t he list will show that the money from Watchet 
is well dispersed. It is also significant tha t most of the Anglo­
Saxon pennies are in Scandin avia. M.r. N. L . R asmusson, 
K eeper of _ t he R oyal Coin Cabinet , Stockholm, informs me 
that t heir collection contains a very large number of Anglo­
Saxon coins, ' mainly originating from hundreds of hoards 
buried in t he perio~ A.D. 950- 1100, the later time of t he 
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Vikings'. Mr. Georg Galster of the Danish National Museum, 
Copenhagen, writes that several of their Anglo-Saxon coins, 
including. t hree from W atchet, came from hoards discovered 
in Jutland and Seeland. 

In a paper written by t he Rev. T. F . Dymock in 1851 1 a 
comparison of the numbers of Anglo-Saxon coins in the British 
Museum and in the Royal Collection of Stockholm is given. 
At this time, he states, the Brit ish Museum had 144 pieces of 
JEtheh-ed II, while the Stockholm collection had 2254 ; of 
Cnut, the British Museum had 380, Stockholm 1396 ; and of 
;Harold I the British Museum had 48, while the Stockholm 
collection contained 237. 

A considerable difference is noticed in the .relative numbers 
of the coins of Edward the Confessor; of this king the Brit ish 
Museum had 450 pieces, while the Royal Collection of Stock­
holm contained only 273. During the period that has elapsed 
since this was written there have been additions to both 
collections, but it is extremely doubtful if the relative pro­
portions have altered very much. 

Commenting on these figures, the Rev. Dymock wrote: 
' This statement may serve as an illustration of t he extent 
to which our F orefathers were plundered in the t enth and 
eleventh centuries. ' The Danes undoubtedly organized their 
raids on a commercial plan. After a preliminary harrying a 
demand was made for payment of money as a condition of 
withdrawal, every few years the operation being repeated. 

P ayment.s of Danegeld were made on numerous occasions 
dlll'ing the tenth and eleventh centuries, and we have seen it 
estimated t hat between A.D. 991 and A.D . 1014 the Viking 
armies received 158,000 pounds of silver, probably equal to 
between £8 and £10 millions in modern money . There seems 
every reason to believe that among this considerable amount 
of tribute collected by the Danes, coins minted at W atchet 
found their way into Scandinavian hoards, and the evidence 
that we have of raids on Watchet during these unsettled times 
appears to substantiate t his. 

The first recorded raid on Watchet was that of A.D. 918, 
mentioned in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle : 

1 R ev. T. F . D ymock, ' On Coins issued from Somerset Mints', P.S .A .S ., 
i (1851), i i , 12. 
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Then nevertheless they [the Danes] stole away by n ight on some 
two occasions, once up to . the east of Watchet, and on another 
occasion to Porlock. Then they were beaten on both occasions, 
so that few of them came away save only those who there swam 
out to the ships. And these seated themselves out on the island 
of Flatholme. 

A more serious raid is mentioned by Florence of Worcester, 2 

as having taken place in A.D. 977_. He records that the Danes: 

Entered the mouth of the river Severn, and ravaged sometimes 
Cornwall, sometimes North Wales, and then Watchet in Devonshire, 
and there brought great evil in burning and man-slaying. 

A most interesting account of a raid on the W atchet district 
is given in a tract, believed to have been ·written by Robert 
Gay (1631- 72), parson of Nettlecombe. 3 Here is a verbatim 
extract from the document : 

The 4th Invasion (A.D. 988) was apud Wccheport, alias Wechport, 
(i.e.) Watchett. Thus the heathonish Danes having left Brittainc, 
for the space of 19 years, at length return hither , under the 
command of Ohterus and Rhoaldus their Gencralls, · and having 
sailed round Cornwall, came into Seaverne, plundered and burnt 
upon the Sea Coast wheresoever they had opportunity , but t he King 
had disposed his A.rmie into convenient places of defence from the 
River Avon, which runs through Br:-ist oll, along the Sea Coasts to 
Cornwall, notwithstanding the Danes brake into Watchett by stealth 
in the night, plundered and buxnt the same, and then they marched 
toward the other part thereof, which must be Williton. . . . 

Both Worsaae, 4 and Albany Major , 5 suggest that Sihtric III 
of Dublin used the Watchet mint. The last named writes : 

Watchet at all events lost neither its importance nor its connection 
with the Danes of Ireland in Saxon times. At the end of the t enth 
century it had a mint, where not only coins of the Saxon Kings were 
struck, but also those of Sigtrygg Silk beard, King of Dublin. 

As a result of enquiries made to the Department of Coins 
and Medals of the British Museum regarding this cla im, I 
was informed that it was most improbable on historical gr_ounds 

2 Alban y F. Major, Early Wars of W essex (1913), pp . 29, 131. 
3 H. St. George Gray, F .S . A . , ' B a ttlegore, Williton',Proceedings, lxxv ii (1931), 

pp. 8- 9. 
• W orsaae, The Danes and Norwegians in England, Scotland and Ireland 

(1852), pp. 339-40. 
6 Albany F. Major, op. cit., p. 105. 
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that Sihtric ever minted at Watchet. It was suggested t hat 
contemporary Anglo-Saxon coins were closely copied by the 
Dublin moneyers. 

I have received confirmation of this recently in a letter 
from Dr. O'Sullivan of the National Museum of Ireland, 
Dublin, who writes : ' There are two coins in our collection, 
struck under the aut hority of Sihtric of Dublin, bearing on 
the reverse the name of Sigeric, Watchet. They are both copies 
of the CRUX issue of A%helred II of England and the appear­
ance of an English moneyer 's name is merely slavish copying 
on the part of the moneyer .' With this evidence it seems that 
we can rule out the claim that Siht ric minted at Wat chet ; 
at the same time it would appear that there may be grounds 
for assuming that there were connections between \Vatchet 
and Ireland at t his time. 

Unfortunat ely no early records exist which give us any 
information about t he Watchet mint, the only evidence we 
have being the coins themselves. As t o the site of the mint, we 
cannot even hazard a guess since no ancient buildings remain. 
It seems certain that the constant erosion of the river gra·vel, 
on which the old part of the town still stands, has removed 
all traces of the original site of the ancient Saxon set t lement, 
and the spot, on which Hunewine, Godcild, Loe and the other 
moneyers of Saxon and N or man W at chet pli~d t heir craft, has 
long since been washed over by the waters of the Severn Sea. 
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The Royal Cabinet Collection, Stockholm, contains a number 
of recent addit ions t o those listed on page 117 but unfortunately 
they have not yet been classified . There are also a small 
number of Watchet coins in privat e collections, particulars of 
which I have been unable to obtain. · 



KEY TO PLATE 

No. King. R everse L egend. Moneyer. 

1 MTHELRED II SILERI[ M- 0 pE[ED. SIGERIC 
2 

" 
SIGERI [ M- 0 PE [ED. " 

3 " 
HVNEPINE M- . PE [ED HUNEWINE 

4 " " " " " 
5 CNUT (CANUTE) LOD[U..D ON pELED. GODCILD 
6 HAROLD I LODCILD ON pEC. " 
7 EDWARD 

CONFESSOR L. [ ON CEPOR.I LOO 
8 EDWARD 

CONFESSOR LODCILD ON pE[E: GODCILD 
9 WILLIAM I SIPOLF ON pICDE. SIWOLF 

10 SI.GOLF ON pICEDI. SIGOLF 
11 WILLIAM II SIGOVLF ON pICI. SIGOULl!' 
12 STEPHEN FO ... .ON. WACET. FO .. . ? 
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COINS OF THE WATCHET MINT 
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APPENDIX : LIST OF W ATCHET COINS IN 
MUSEUM COLLECTIONS. 

K ing. 

JETHELRED II 

Moneyer's 
Name. 

SI.GERIC 

" HVNEJ)INE 
s n:;ERIC 
HV JEJ)INE 

,, 
SI.GERIC 
VAR 

" SIGERIC 

" HVNEJ)INE 

" 

Mint 
Spelling. 

J)ECED. 
J)ECED 

,, 
J)E E.T 
))EC 
J)ECED 

" 

Oat. 
No. 

336 
337 
338 

3381 
3382 
3383 
3384 
3385 
3386 
3387 
3388 
3389 

Museum. 

British ]',If useum 

" " Copenhagen 
S tockholm 

" Tawnton 

" CNUT (CANUTE) J::;ODCI LD J)ECED 550 British ]',If useum 

HAROLD I 

HARTHAC:NUT 

EDWARD 
CONFESSOR. 

WILLIAM I 

WILLIAM II 
STEPHEN 

" J)ECD 
J)ECE 
))EE.ED 

Copenhagen 

" ,, 3583 Stockholm 
VAR ,, 3584 
:COT CIL . J)E CD 3585 
COT CILD J)E 3586 
HVNE J)INE J)E 3587 

,, J)E CD 3588 ,, 
L·ODCILD ))EC British Museum 
:GOD CILDD J)E C 96 Stockholm 
I:OTCILD J)ECD 968 ,, 
Attribut ion to Watchet uncertain. Copenhagen 
IiODCILD J)ECED 191 S tockholm 

LOC 
.GODCILD 

,, 
SIVOLF 
SIGOLF 
SIGOULF 
FO- ? 

CEPOR. I. 
pECE: 
)) Ii: 
PEC 
J)ICDE 
J)ICEDI 
J)ICI 
WACET 

1298 
1299 
743 
744 
440 

1054 
226 
113 

British Museum 

" " Stockholm 
,, 

British Museum 


