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HE prebend of Yatton was the battle-ground of a series

of conflicts in the early part of the fourteenth century.

The struggles for its possession illustrate the uncertainty of

patronage at this period, when the bishop’s rights were in-
vaded in turn by pope and king.

Early in 1322 the Yatton stall fell vacant by the death of
Master Richard de Abindon, and on 21 March Bishop John de
Drokensford instituted to it his nephew Andrew, son of Philip
de Drokensford, who was then only an acolyte : a mandate
for his installation was issued on the following day to the dean,
John de Godelee (Drok. Reg. 186a). On 14 April Andrew de
Drokensford was present at a meeting of the chapter (R. i 158) ;
but on 7 August the bishop writes to the dean and chapter to
say that, as his kinsman Andrew is studying at the university,
he has appointed three canons to pay certain dues to the
chapter arising out of the vacancy of the prebend (Drok. 23b).
On 1 Sept. in the next year, 1323, Andrew de Drokensford,
prebendary of Yatton, appears in chapter and acknowledges
himself bound to the dean in a sum of more than £45, levied
of goods of the late prebendary (R. i 168).

This is the last we hear of Andrew. When and how the
prebend became vacant we do not know : but it was given to
Richard de Thistelden, son of Henry de Thistelden knight,
who on 13 January 1324 had obtained a papal provision of
a canonry at Wells with reservation of a vacant prebend (Cal.
of Papal Letters, 11, 236). The new prebendary however had
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provigion of a canonry at York with reservation of a prebend ;
notwithstanding that he is rector of a moiety of Rotherham,
and has a canonry of Wells and the prebend of Yatton—of
none of which he is able to get possession—and is rector of
Hickleton and has prebends of Ripon and of St Mary’s,
Stafford, there being an appeal to the pope lodged against him
touching the prebend of Ripon.

Alan de Conesburgh appears presently in a struggle for the
provostship at Wells : in this he was more successtul. But
he had lost Yatton. Thomas de Trillek was still holding it on
25 Jan. 1341, when he complains that he cannot get justice as
against Richard de Trillek his perpetual vicar there (Bp. Ralph’s
Reg., S.R.S., vol. x, p. 442). Alack, poor Yatton !



