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not only that the character of their respective hands was
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Signatures of Thomas, Abbot of Ford, and Thomas, Bishop of Solymbria.

totally unlike, but also that they describe themselves differently.
3. The will of ‘ Thomas, Bushop of Solubrye’, executed on






60 Thomas Chard, Abbot of Ford

numerous indeed were the indults issued for this purpose that,
in 1439, Archbishop Chichele entered a protest, complaining
that abbots and priors were liable to be mistaken for bishops."
Nevertheless the system continued.

Although the date at which the Abbot of Ford was raised to
an equality with the heads of several other Cistercian houses
in England, there is no reason to doubt that the mitres sculp-
tured at Ford are abbatial rather than episcopal.

1 The mitred effigies of John Newland, Augustinian Abbot of Bristol (1481),
and William Parker, Benedictine Abbot of Gloucester (1535), are figured in
Crossley’s English Chuwrch Monuments.



