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1982 was an interesting year in Somerset. Tria l excavations carried 0 111 at two 
th reatened sites produced evidence so spectacul:ir as \0 ensure that the sites were 
preserved. /\ t Northover. I lchester, Peter Leach (for the Western /\ rchaeologica 1 

T rust) establ ished the existence of a major la te-Roman cemetery conta ining important 
graves and other structures. Its proximity to the Saxon minster and its simila rity to the 
Pound bury cemetery in Dorchester make th is a prime cand idate for an ea rly Christia n 
site. The cemetery is now sched uled as an Ancient i\'1onu ment. 

Daw·s Castle, an interesting little earthwork at Watchct. was ploughed by its 
then owner. despite 1hc use or powers under the old Ancient l'vtonumcnts Acts to 
prevent this. It is a timely reminder that however safe we may believe sites 10 be they 
can be destroyed virtually overnight. Excavations here by the DO E Central Excava tion 
Unit had a happy result. The si te is now shown 10 be the tenth century A.O. b11rl1 
of Wmchct and a nwjor addition to our knowledge of such sites. It is now in sta te 
ownershi p and should be safe for the future. 

Somerset County Council published T/1(• Arclu1eology of So111ffs('{, ed ited by 
Mick Aston and Ian Burr(>w, to generally favou rable reviews both local and national. 
The book cmr hasises 11ga in the richness or the county's a rchaeology and the need to 
make more people aware of it. 

Another new publication was Bristol and A 1•011 Arc/10('()/ogy (rerlacing BARG 
Nt:1'i('1r in a much smarter format), published by the Bristol and Avon Archaeologica l 
Research Group and cditetl by Rob lies. It incl udes an annual review or Avon Archae­
ology simila r to this compilation. 

T he resrectivc editors have agreed to exchange information for those a reas of 
S0111h Avon that lie within historic Somerset. In order to avoid the unncccessary 
cxrensc or fu ll repet ition or en tries. records which will be published in fu ll in Bristol 
and Avon Archaeology are noted briefly here in this forma t : 

!Ja//1 Roman Bat hs ST 750647 
Excavations in 1c111ple pn:cinct 

(See 8/\ A 2 1983, 123) 
Tlwnks arc extended as usual to a ll con tributors. 

PREHISTOR IC 
I.Ja1humpto11. 13a tha111pto11 Down ST 770650 

Earthwork survey of hi ll fort and field system. (Sec BAA 2 1983. 58-49) 

Chord. NGR unknown 
Four han<l ;1xcs and one Lcvullois core were given to S/\NHS by t\vebury 

i'vluscum. T he pr~·cisc lindsput an<l date or tl iscovcry arc unknown. 
(S. Minnill) 
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C/11•ddar. Bats Combe cST 46 1548 
A Hake from a neol ithic polished flint axe was given io SA NHS by Avebu ry 

M uscum. The date of discovery is unknown. 
(S. Minniti) 

Cheddar. l'vl idd le Down cST 49 52 
Sixteen flints incl uding cores and scrapcrs were given to SANHS by /\vebury 

M uscum. The exact findspol anti date of discovery a rc 1101 known. 
(S. Minniti) 

C/wdt!ar, Tynings cST 4656 
One flint and scraper .incl a flake were given to SANHS by t\vebury rvtuseum. 

The provenance and date when found arc unknown. 
(S. r-,,1 innilt) 

Exford, \.Vcstcrmill Stone Sell ing SS 822224097 
Excava1 ion of the SW half of this stone selling (sec Proc. Som. Arch. Soc. 125, 

94) was carried out with a gram from the Maltwood Fund. No fi nds or structures 
were identified. The fallen SW stone was re-erected in the stone hole which was identi­
fied and excavated (I. Burrow and R. McDonnell) 

lldll'.1·1er, Heave Acre ST 522222 
Following the iclen I iflca cion from acria I photographs of a la rgc, severely degraded, 

semicircu lar curthwork in fields immediaicly to 1he south of llchcste r. an oprortunity 
to scc1ion it was provided by excavation for a Wessex Water Au thority pipeline. With 
the suppon of the DoE and Wessex Water the Western Archaeological Trust were 
able to cut a con I rolled sectio n across the north eastern ponion of this earthwork in 
June 1982. Although of limited widt h, th is section revea led the slumped remains of a 
broad rampart made of a lluvial clay, and faced by a low drystone revet ment.. A broad 
waterlogged ditch fron ting the bank could not be bot tomed bu t aprcared to be 
contemporary. A buried occupation deposit behind the rampart tail and within the 
enclosure incorporated sherds oflocul Iron Age DLir(Hrigiun pottery. The a lluvial clay 
st ruct ure of the rampart may itself have obscured any clear evidence of original mor­
phology, and probably accou nts in part for its extreme degradation. A further factor 
was the effect of prolonged subsequent al luviation. the build-up of wh ich had obliter­
ated the ditch and partially submerged the remains of the bank. 

Fieldwork and aerial photograr,hy indicate part of an ova l enclosure, whose 
south t:astern side is formed either by the Bearly Brook. or has been totally erased. 
From its form. structure and associated dati ng material, it is tempting lo interpret th is 
earthwork as a form of late pre-Roman Iron Age oppit/11111. more familiar in south 
east Britain, bu t so far unique in this form. and somewhat une.xpceted in Somerset. 
Furl her excavation would be required to confirm or amplify this hypothesis, a daun1-
i11g 1ask in view of its low-lying waterlogged position, scale ,rnd the mantle of alluvium ) 

KC'hmm. Manor Farm ST 1594666 
Palaeolithic chert tools. 

M<'11dip ArC'a 

(P . .I. Leach . 

(Sec 13AA 2 1983, 49) 

A Neolithic grccnstonc uxd1catl: the front half of the blade polished. the bu 11 
not finished off with r olish ing. was offered for sale in the October 1983 issue or 
Seaby's Coin mu/ Medal 1Julle1i11, p. 278, ref. V320, for £75. (L. V. G rinscll ) 
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01'<:r S1011·e_r. Cockcrcombc Castk ST I 84236 1 '1 
A watching brief was carried out for the Do E at the southern corner of t he 

Iron Age hil l-slope enclosure during construct ion of an access track by t he Forestry 
Co mmission. The. outer sick and base of the di tch were ex posed. The ditch was about 
I 111 deep with a lla t base and side sloping at about 70°. T he fi ll consisted of pale brown 
friable cl,1y with rounded stones above a primary silt ing of angu lar blocks of stom.:. 
No finds were made. ( I. Burrow) 

Porrbur_r, Windmill Hill ST 506739 
Fl ints (Sec BAA 2 1983, 49) 

Prid,Zr tvlr B. Hack has contri buted the following on rrehisl()ric finds in t he parish : 
ST 5 1185 188 

A ' Moustcriu n· bil"ace of sligh tly patinated good-qua lity flint was rou nd on 
ploughed land. T he blocking out has been ach ieved by the alternate fl aking methoo 
using the baton 1echnique. T he imph.:men t is typical of the discoidal core tools associ­
a ted with materia l asst:mbl.igcs oft he later middle pa laeolithic or ·rvtoustcrian ' period. 
It resembles a bifaee rrom Old bury Cump. nc,1 r lghtham, Kent. displayed in the 
British ivtuscum collection. The occurrence of this type of implement 0 11 Mendip 
may be of specia l interest because of its rarity. 

ST 53334942 
A 'Mous1eria11 ' !lint implement was found on the surface of arable land 500111 

NE of Ebbor Gorge. It is of a form midway between u side-scraper and a point. It 
hus been made on a 15 111111 thick sidcstruck flake. A small notch has been rormed in 
bmh edges at opposite points furt hest from the tip. T he outer surface has secondary 
working 011 the cdgos. and in addition one edge bears some inverse work ing a t the 
point. 

ST 512530 
The fo llowing Mesolithic assemblage has been collected over the last 7 yc.ars from 

a 4-a ( 1.6-ha) site lying al 850 ft . (260 m) 0. D. Collect ing was undertaken after 
ploughing and cultivation (Fig. I). 

I A typical tranchet core axe of t ria 11gular section made from honeycolourcd 
chert. The ancient longitudina l break terminating in a hi nge fracture may have 
been del iberate. 

2 A tranchet core axe nwdc from a rough, cylindrical nodule of nint. As shown 
in the drawing the original trand1c1 flake scar has been partially removed by 
some later ffa k i 11g onto l he opposi tc face. 

3 1\ 'chopping tool" crudely flaked bifacia lly fr()n, a nod ule of ho 11cycolourcd 
chert. This im plement was found on the sa me occasion as item I. and approxi­
mate ly 100 m from iL T he marked macroscopic similarity oft he material suggest 
the implements could be contemporary. 

4 An unusual. bifaci.dly worked side-scraper or knifi.· made 0 11 a 20 1\1111 thick 
side-struck flake of brown fli nt. The edge of one face ha~ been obtained by 
step llak ing. 

5 A single graver on a st raight truncated llint blaoe. 
6 A flint point with some low angle flaking on one eoge, and inverse n:touch 0 11 

the orpositc edge near the tip. 
7 A truncated chert blade with Sll lllc edge re-touch. 
8 A tl inl blade with re-touched edges and two smal l worked n() tchcs. 
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9 A microlith. 
10 An atypical six-faceted dihedral flint graver, with tang. 
11 A fabricator made from an irregu larly shared llint fragment. 
12 Four flake knives with obliquely truncated linger platforms. 
13 A graver on a flint flake. 
14 Sixteen flint implements with re-wuch or secondary working. 
15 Four flint flakes with worked notches. 
16 Ten cores. nine of flint and one of chert. 
17 One serrated flake. 
18 Six fire-crackled pieces. 
19 Five utilised flakes. 
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20 Twelve pieces of rol led llint showing no anilicial working or utilis,1tio11. It is 
noted that these flint s occur ai several places in the Priddy area. 

21 Two small, attractive. foreign pebbles. The occurrence of these pebbles on 
Mendip sites is 1101 unusuul. Possibly their uti lisation might be compared to the 
present day use of pebbles by Austra lian aborigines for ritua l purroscs. 

Thanks arc due to Messrs A. Harris and H.J. Sheppard for permission to collcu 
ai the site. The material will be given to a loca l museum. 

ST 514534 Neolithic nwteria l has been collected over a 2-a (0.8 ha) area at SSO f1. 
(260 111) 0.D. The site has produced some unusual implements and lies 50 m south ofa 
possible long barrow. The area has been used for commercial turr removal nnd is 
now arable. Occupation or the site is indicated by the occurrence of the following:-

A complete quern resembling an artist 's pale tte in outline, the ground face of 
which still shows some glossy pu tches. Overall length 295 mm, breadth 200 111111, 
thickness 50 mm. weight 4.5 kg. Materia l red sandstone. 

2 A ·r,olissoir" of pinkish coloured quartzite. This implement. now broken. once 
formed the I 10 111111 long centre portion of a longer original. The breaks arc 
ancient. It is of rectangular section and each of the sides has longitudinal 
concavities. The main surface has a regular. beautifully ground concavity 20 111111 

deep by 120 111111 wide. These very rare implements were possibly used ,is thL'. 
beds on which flint or stone axe tools were honed to their final finish using a 
cutting agent such as oil and sand. 

3 A large smooth ivory-coloured pebble the convex surface of which shows 
some glossy patches. These pebbles were possibly used in the preparation of 
skins or hides. Weight 620 gm. 

4 The tip of a ground Oint chisel. O ne other i111pkmcn1 or this lypc has been 
found by the writer on anot her site at Priddy . 

.5 A large, irregularly shaped. core imrlement made from an unusual cherly 
flint material. It has one flat surface, two converging edges of which have been 
utilised. probably in a scraping capacity. These implements arc somctimt:s 
referred lo as push-planes. Weight 500 gm. 

6 A large pebble with a Oat ground face. Material red sanclstom:. Weight 57.5 gm. 
7 A hone with two concave faces. 
8 A smal I grey beach pebble. 
9 A broken, reddish coloured quart1.i1c pebble. These reddish pcbbh.:s arc found 

0 11 other sites in the Priddy area. 
10 A nod ule of haema1i1e. 
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Fli111 material from the site may be summarised as follow~:­
Flake scrapers of v.irious forms 55. 
Core scrarers 18. 
Cores 22. 
Gravers 8. 
Notched flakes 23. 
Worked roi111s 21. 
Serrated flakes 2. 
Arrowheads. 2 leaf and 2 transverse. 
Polished Oakes I. 
Trimming flakes 42. 
13ifocially worked scraper I. 
Worked flukes 20, including one well made knife , :111d one knife made from beach 
pebble flint. 
Utilised Oakes 20. includ ing one of Portland chcn. 
Fire-crack led cores and !lakes 3S. 
A considerable scalier tif fl int trimmings and waste was noted but not collected. 

The use of' a local metallic ore. possibly manganese. for the fonning of a gr:iver and a 
core is of intcn.·s1. T he flanged rim and parl of the neck of a pale blue glass bottle/ 
flask of Roman 1ype was found on the site. A similar find was previously made some 
300 mctn.::s 10 the South. 

Thanks arc due to tvlr H. J. Sheppard for his permission 10 collect a l the site. 
T he material, ,vhich is currently in the possession of the writer, will be given 10 a local 
museum. 

ST 52 18 5233 
An inscribed disc of greenish/grey slate or shale was founu in April 1977. T he 

disc is of irregular outline, 38 mrn across by 4 mm thickness. It has an hour glass 
pcrfora1ion a l its centre of 3.5 mm internal diameter and 7.5 mm external diameter. 
On one face eleven lines have been incised from the perforaiion edge to 1hc perimeter 
edge. T he lines arc incised free-hand. uncl no line is diagonally opposi1e :rno1her. The 
other face is incised in the same manner. only 011 this face ten lines appear. Lines 
marked radially from a centre hole seem lo suggest I hat the origina l outline was circular. 
The find was made on the surface of a partially ploughed down harrow, Priddy No. 
7. 11s occurrence here is probably fortuitous. However, the disc appears 10 bl' ancient. 
The writer is indebted 10 Mr Paul Robinson of Devizes Museum for information 
regarding similarly designed chalk discs from All Cannings Cross. Shale and slate do 
1101 occur naturally in Wiltshire. T he purpose of these discs is not known. but they 
a rc 1101 spindle whorls. The design, ·rayed circle' mo1if. is common. and is described in 
S. Piggott. Tl,e Neolitl,ic C11/111res of thl' Bl'ilish Isle.\' (Cam b. Un iv. Press 1954). Thanks 
arc d ue to Mr A. Harris for allowing 1hc writer 10 search and collect in the area. The 
disc will be given to a local museum. 

Priddy ST 5337 5447 
A concentration of l\lksolithic flints was founu including cores. blades and 3 

rnicrol iths of rod form. 

ST 5382 5457 
Mesolithic Oi111s, including cores and blades. were fo und conccntrntcd within a 

shallow depression in the field. 
The area produced II general scalie r o r nints of Neoli1 hie- Bronze-Age da te. 

171c li nds will be deposited in Axbridgc t'-foseum. ( R. G. J . Will iams) 
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So111er.1·t'I Ll'l'ds l 'rojen 
In 1982, e.xcuvatio11s al ,\/eorc• Villagi• Ecw 1wre undertaken. and post-excavation 

work has continued throughout the yea r. T he report is now in press. Negot iations with 
tv1. A l'ery or Belfast cont inue Ol'er the publication or earlier work. T he Somerset Levels 
Project also e.xcavatcd along the Neolithic S11·£'£'1 Tmck. in three sites; this programme 
is now concluded, wit h the arrangemen rs ror the continued watering of the Shupwick 
Heath Nature Reserve. Extensive field survey 011 Sedgemoor was continued, and small 
excuvat ions i11 the Bn lt' Volley were unden uken as discoveries mount due to pcat 
extraction. A Somerset Levels Museum was opened ut Wcslhuy in mid-1982. A recon­
st ruction of purl of the Abho, ·s Wa.r. a late Neolithic struct ure. was undcrtaken for 
public display. Environmental work was carried out in Exeter and Ca mbridge. tree­
ring studies in Sheffield, beetle st udies in London, and general post-excavation work 
in Exeter. The Project established i1s conserva1ion laborawry in a new location, and 
obta ined a new oflice from Fison·s pie. Sites will be reported in Somc:r.1·1-1 Lc:1·c:/.1· Papt'rs 
9, 1983, and a special issue is planned for late 1983. 

(.I . M. Coles and B. J. O rme) 

Tm1111011 , ST 20902365 
A pointed Lower Pa laeolithic hand uxc was found by ivlr D. Knapman in the 

ga rden or 33 Comeytrowe Lane in 1981. Made from G rcensa nd chen , it is complete 
but for t he tip. ll has undergone a degree or roll ing resu lting in smoothing of the 
surfaces. On one face a patina has begun 10 form. Length: 16 cm. breadth: 11.5 cm. 
and ma;-;imum 1hickncss: 4.S cm, (S. Minniti) 

Wes1bury-s11b-J\1c:11clip, ST 5147 (Fig 2) 
Following ploughing <l uring I 977-79 and after the removal of 150 mm of top 

soil during 1981-82, material of Mesoli thic type was collected from NG R ST 51475020, 
S50 ft. OD. A ll the materia l ll'as located on the surface. and within an arcu of approx i­
mately ¼ a. The assemblage was unadu lterated by materia l of later type and is in thc 
main typically Maglemosian. It may be considered significant by virt ue or its axe 
clement. A 1ranche1 core axe was also found approximately 200 111 10 the North (f'rm:. 
Som. Arch. Soc., 122. 120-1). The site has now been returned to long term grass. The 
material will be donated 10 a local museum. 

/111ple111e111s: 
I lVlicroli th type B.I. 
2 Microlith type C.2. 
3 Microlith type D.la. 
4 Microlith, unclassified . 
5 Notched unfin ished form . 
6 A1ypical transverse a rrowhead with smal l worked 1ang. 
7 Blade segment wi th 4 small worked 1101ches. 
S Graver on a sma ll blade. 
9 Blade with area or inverse work ing. 

10 Broken blade, probably a knife. 
11 lrregularl)' worked iool with some in ver~e worki ng. 
12 Irregula rly shaped combina tion tool. 
13 Poin1ed tool with worked 1101.ch . 
14 'D' section fabricator. 
15 Double-ended scraper. 
16 Stee,ply undercut end scraper on a thick cort ical flake. 
17 Simil ar I<) 16 above, fire-crackled. 
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18 Small rou11d scraper. 
19 Broken hifaciHlly worked Rake tool. 
20 G raver f"ormed on u microlithic core. 
2 1 Two platform microlithic saddle core. 
22 Si11glc platform microl ith ic core. 
23 Small flake axe showing tranchet scar sharpeni11g. 
24 Small flake axe 011 thick side-blow flake. 
25 Axe t rimming Rake. 

21 

f 26 Both implements were originnlly longer ::ind formed the culling edges o f axe 
( 27 tools. The tranchct sh.1rpening sca rs a re obvious 011 both items. 

28 A rough double-ended axe or adze tool formed on H ··o·• sectioned cortical core. 
29 An a,xe trimmi11g flake. T he bottom right or the right hand drawing shows an 

unsuccessful attempt to resharpen the original tool by the removal ofa tranchet 
fl a kc. 

JO A small. roughly oval sectioned, core axe. 
A stone anvil of quartzite·, rough ly resembling a ' Hovis" lour in size. shape, and 

colour, was a lso collected. together with pan of a sandstone rubhn. A. very small 
quantit y of waste material was noted but 11 0 1 collected. (B. Hack) 

Wcs1bury-s11b-Me111/ip ST 493497 
A Durotrigian coin was dcr,osited with Axbridge Museum (rvl. Roberts) 

Wra.rn/1, Old Hill ST 727504 
Flints. (Sec BA A 2 1983. 49) 

>'eoril, NGR unknown 
A small r,ointed chert handaxe, recorded as having been round :11 Yeovil in 1883 

but with no details or flrovenancc. was given to St\N HS hy Avebury Museum. 

Roman 811!11, Roman Baths ST 750647 
Temple precinct excavations. 

Haili , Wa lcot St ST 752656 
Trial trenches found Roman buildings and pottery. 

f/dicsll'I', Northover ST 522129 

(S. Minni1t) 

(Sec BAA 2 I 983, 50) 

(Sec BAA 2 1983. 50) 

An evaluat ion by the Western Arclrncological Trust o n behalf or the DoE in 
September 1982 revealed an e.xtcnsivc late-Roman cemetery in the grounds or North­
over House. Although approximately located by casual discoveries over ma ny years 
(Gray 1934), a more thorough evaluation by machine-cut transects, subsequently 
investigated and recorded. revealed both the scale and extent or this cemetery. Within 
a ditched enclosure of approximately 5000 m~ up to 1500 inhumations are est imated. 
apparently laid out in rows, and with a common, if somewhat varia ble, approximate 
cast-west orien tation. A small number or both lead and Hamstonc coffo1s wa~ located 
among the overwhelm ing majorit y or presumed wooden coffi ns, or in some instances 
stone slab cists. At least two buildings with stone fo undations lay within the enclosure, 
while burials cont inued eastwa rds beyond its bounds towards the road fronwgc . A 
very few graves were excuvatcd as a sam ple. although many were located. The object 
was 10 determine the scale and extent of the cemetery. Artefacts in associat ion with 
burials or the enclosure were predominantly of 4th-cen tury date, and the whole 
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ce111c1cry gives the impression or a rcla1ivcly late. pl.11111ctl layout, located immediately 
behind the norihcrn Fosse \1./ay roadside suburbs o f Ro man llchester (Leach. 1982). 
T raccs of earlier liell.l bou nl.larics. some conta ining Iron Age pottery. suggest rre­
cemetery fields and enclosures which related 10 these Nort hover suburbs. 

Only more extensive exam ination could ascertain belier the morphology. status 
anJ significance of this important Romano-British urban cemetery. The indica tions so 
far invite comparisons with Pound bury (Sparcy G reen. I 982). where a cemetery or I he 
la1e Romano-British Christian community of Dorchester is strongly suspected. 

lfche.1·r,•r , Limington Rd ST 52282249 
A second patterned mosaic was located 5 m north or that located in 198 1 (Pro<·. 

S0111. Arch . Soc. 125, 11 6-11 8). This second clabornte mosaic was drawn by I. Burrow 
(records in County Planning Depanmen1, ref 53040). Recons1ruc1ion and publication 
un der preparation by D. Neal. ( I. Burrow) 

K1'_)'11slwm, Charlton Boll om ST 62886830 
RB pollery. 

Nonon Fir:1r111n'11, J\'l anc,r Farm ST 1920 2590 

(Sec BAA 2 1983. 50) 

Sherds c,r RB pottery were found incorporated in cob walls of nut buildings. 

Priddy. ST 53005144 
(A. L. Cornish) 

RB poiiery, including Samian and colour coated wares. were fou nd in a n area 
centred on the above NG R. T hey were discovered du ring regrnssing of the field . The 
linds have been deposited at Wells Museum. (R. G. J. Williams) 
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Fig. J Pridd~·: Roman rota quern (drawn by 8. Hack) 

Priddy, ST 508S5248 (Fig 3) 
A part of the upper stone of a rotary quern with part or the huno lc socket and 

counter-bore for hopper, was found on the surface of ploughed land. The original 
diameter was 15-r , max thickness is 2f. the diameter of the spindle hole was 2.]-", 
the diameter of the r deep coun tcr-hore was 3_r. The quern closely resembles one 
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recorded from the Chew Pa rk c.~cavations. with the addition of the counter-bore 
feature. The quern is made or on ho quartzite. silica cemented. Devonian sandstone. 

Two rim sherds of Romano-British pouery. representing two separate pots were 
found at the site on separn1e occasions. These together with the quern may he dated 
10 the second hair of the first century ,\ D. 

T hanks are due to tvlr N. Cook for identifying one of the rim sherds. and to 
Mr .I. Wal msley for identifying the materia l from which the quern is made. 

(B. Hack) 
P11cki11gto11. Puck ington Hill ST 377183 

A deposit of charcoal and burnt clay was noted at a depth or 1.8 111 below a 
lynchet riser on the boundary of Puckwell and Tower Hill fields during work 0 11 a gas 
main. The fi nd is in dose rroximity to RB material at ST 3769 1832 reported in 
Proc S0111. A ffh. Soc·. , 57. 91 ./I (E. Ellcring1011) 

Steep Ho/111 , ST 220600 
Pottery and tiles (Sec BAA 2 1983. 50) 

i'vllGRATION AND EARLY MEDIEVAL 

DitchC'at a11t! West Camel, Wicham Place Names 
Examples of thi s early place-name element, thOu,l!ht to relate to very early Anglo-

Saxon sclllement, have been identified at:-

Ditchcal ST 65 1347 - Wkynrnnstylc ( 1308); Wickham Ash (Tithe Map) 
West Camel, ST 582237 - Wick ham (2 fields T ithe Mar). ( M. D . Costen) 

Wa1d1c1, Oaw·s Casile ST 062433 
Trial excava tions demonstrated that thi s site was probably the la te Saxon burh 
of Watchet. Two excavations through the bank revealed l wo phases of defences: 
(i) A shallow ditch fronting ,a low mortared lias wal l. rrobably intended as a 
foundation for a timber superstructure: 
(ii) A massive masonry wall 1.44 111 wide with a bank at the reur and a ditch 8.50 m 
from the rronl face, 1.50 rn wide. (F. McAvoy, DoE Central E.xcavation Unit ) 

MEDIEVA L 
Bromp,011 Regis, SS 95 193 148 

A grotesq ue medieval sanc\stonc corbel head was fou nd in the ga rden of the 
Vicarage. Probably 15th cen tury. Now preserved in the church. ( I. Burrow) 

Clwrlw11 Musgrov<', Siavordalc Priory ST 736320 
A second season of research (sec Proc. Som. Arch. Soc. 126, 75-76) examined a 

two-phase water supply system bringi ng water to the S. range. A complex 1-ishpond 
system was surveyed. Structural analysis or the church bu ilding revealed that a short 
length of the southern part or the E. wall of the E. range survives. (1. Burrow) 

Chl'ddar, Batcombe Hollow. ST 4 7785175- ST 48385208 
A well-defined c\itch or holloway has been noted on the east side of Balcom be 

Hollow, which marks the early parish and manor boundary between Nyland cum 
Batcombe and Rodney Stoke. Three stones (named ·Leaping Stones·) .i re extant, set 
on the W. side of the feature. 11 is suggested that this is the 'Voxway" or 'Foxway" 
of the Royal Forest Bounds of Mendip (AD 1219-1 300). Various fea tures in the 
area, including the sites of three buildings of the Medieval 10 I 81h-century period are 
discussed in a note in the Axbridge A.L.H. Soc. Ne11·s Sheet, No 46 (January 198 1). 

(B. Wi lliams) 
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Cf,,,,1·e. Bickley ST 451650 
12-131h century huilding and ass:1rt. 

Em·r1111-i11-Gordmw, Pill ST 52775,1 
Harn G reen po11cry. 

E11glishcombe. Culverhay Cas tle ST 18630 
Survey of castle. 

Freshjiml, Woodwick, ST 779603 
Survey or village earthworks. 

Ki'_rns/111111, K cynsharn Abbey ST 655688 

(Sec B/\ 1\ 2 1983, 53) 

(Sec 13/\1\ 2 1983. 53) 

(Sec B/\i\ 2 1983. 54) 

(Sec Bf\/\ 2 !9fU. 54-55) 

Excava1ions or chapter house and novices· room . La1c Saxon burials. 
(See RAA 2 1983, 54) 

Newron Sr Lo<'. S1 L oe·;; Casile ST 694639 
Excav:11ions. 

SrC'tfi Holm. ST 220600 
Priory excavations. 

Tm1111011, 18 Fore St ST 2267524450 

(Sec B/\1\ 2 19lU, 54) 

(Sec BAA 2 1983. 55) 

This 1imbcr-rrnmc<l buildi ng. formerl y Adcocks. chemist, which stands n1 the E. 
entrance to Bath Place, was recorded during alterations by E. H. D. Will iams and 
R. G. G ilson. Excavation . undertaken to resolve problc:'ms arising rrom the intcrpre1.1-
1ion of the standing strucLUrc, ex posed ea rlier extensions a t the back. A 12- 13th­
century rubbish pil was sealed by a 14-1 51 h-century lfoor of edge-set s1ones incorpora­
ting a well and heanh. Subsequent building phases occurred in the 16-1 91h century 
before the site became an open yard in modern times. The pot1cry assemblage includes 
dceora1ed medieval roor 1iles and 16th-century bricks. 

Tr1111110 11. Priory of SS Peter a nd Paul. ST 2300249 1 
Research wi1h documentttry and other sources. by R . .J . E. Bush , to locate the 

position or the medieval priory idcn1ificcl 1he Vicarage or St fames, Priory Avenue, 
Taunton, HS a site of r,otcntial importance. When the Vicarage was sold for conversion 
to fla1 s. permission was obtained for an explon11ory excavation in the grounds. T his 
r·evealed the extensi vely robbed-out foundat ion 1renches of a rectangular building. 
12 m x 7 m. incorporating substantial ashlar rootings and a s1onc wa1cr conduit. 
Finds included medieval and post-medieval pottery and encaustic floor ti les. Since 
post medieval documen iary sources con1ain n t1 reference to a building on 1his site. 
the structure can be interpreted. wit h confidence, as pan of the priory complex. It 
stood 50 111 sou1h of 1he surviving, late-medieval s1rucrnre known as Priory Barn. 

Tmm1011. Vivarium ST 27752405 
A new sewer trench cu1 through Vivary Park and golf cou rse exposed the 

silty. organic deposi1s of lhe medieval fish ponds. En1ries in 131h and 14th-ccntury 
Pipe Re>lls conlinn 1hat bream, pike and eels were supplied by the l'fr11ri11111 to Taunton 
Castle and. on occasion, to 1he royal houst:l1old . These sources refer to 1wo ponds. 1he 
111ug1wm 1·ivuri11m, or grcul pond, which probably occupied the low lying part of the 
golr course. and the panw11 1·imri11111. or li11le pond. probably the one located in 
Vivary Park. The h1ner, being elongated in shape, may have been cons1ructed hy 
widening an existing water course. II was about 40 111 wide and 4.5 m deep. 

(C. F. Clemen ts) 
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To111lfo11. High St ST 22742426 
Excavations h\' Taunt on Dea ne Research and Excavation Comm illee and Somer­

set C()Unty Coum:il nroduced two clusters or medieval and la ter fea tures. The earliest 
fea tures were 12th cent ury :111d suggest that High Street was already in existence al 
thul time. (f. Rurrow) 

J Vasl!f"rd. Clecvc A bbcy ST 0'-18407 
The E. end oft he monks' reredortcr, the W. end of which was partially excavated 

in 1980 and I 98 I. was found as well as th.c start of a building extend ing furthe r 10 the E. 
The reredon er bui lding is 19.7 m long and 7.80 m wide with walls j ust over I m thick. 
The main drain runs through the southern part of the bui lding. To the east of the 
reredorter the drain is in a cut 2.40 m wide and the width of the channel was probably 
c 1.10 m. W. of the reredorter the drain chan nel is c 75 cm wide with a fl~)or of slate 
and after 6 m curves sl igh tly towards the S. In the 15th cen tury a new branch of the 
drain was constructed wh ich ran NW. towa1·ds the new fra ler and part tif the main 
drain was rebuil t at the sa me time. 

The N. ground floor sect ion or 1hc building was 17.25 m long and 3.60 m wide. 
In the earliest nhase there appears lo have been H corridor along the S. side leading lo 
a room at the E. end which contained a hearth. This corrid~1r was blocked by a wall 
which was thc;.o robbed and the corridor and rcmms were rcfloorcd . To the E. or the 
reredon er there was a bui lding 1· 3.15 111 wide and at least 3.90 m long. In the 14t h 
ce111ury a drai n was inserted a long the S. side of the N. section of the reredorter. This 
left the main drain immediately E. of the rcredorter and rejoined it lo the ·w. E. 
of the reredorter it was capped with lias slabs but elsewhere it was open. At the same 
time a passage was t:onstructed aloug the N. side of1 he W. section lead ing 10 a room al 
the E. end. In the 15th c,·ntury the whole range was remodel led. New walls were 
built running E. from the reredorter and a wooden floo r inserted in a roon, 4.20 m 
wide and at least 3.90 m long. The passage a long the North side of the western section 
appeared 10 be continued further E. ll is possible tha t a doorway was cut in the E. wull 
of the reredortcr as postholes on the same alignment were found in the room to the 
E. Perhaps at the sa me time a build ing was constructed to the W. of the reredorter 
which bulled the S. end of the E. range and uppeared to be buil t over the main drain. 

Following Lhe dissolution or the abbey in 1536 the lias floor of the main drain 
was robbed a nd rough rubble soakaways were constructed in ils place. The building 
was then demol ished and the walls were extensively robbed. T here were traces nf 
post-d isso1L11 ion activity but noth ing substuntinl was constructed in the area. 

(C. Guy for DoE) 

Wed111or<'. ~-ludgley ST 44334528 - ST 4519454 1 
The moor-edge bank called ·Counselh:s Walls· in 1327 and 1558, which was 

rirst reported in Arclweologirnl R('rie1r No 3 Jl)r 1968 ( 1969) p. 32. has now been 
traced over a zigzag course for a considerably longer distance, rrom ST 44334528 10 

ST 45 194541. (H. A. Hudson) 

Wirlrypooh•, Ash way SS 8705304 7 
A sma ll medieva l deserted 1arn1 site and enclosure was identified on the south 

bank or the Barie. Thd site has been excluded from agricultural improvements in the 
area. ( I. Burrow) 
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Bac:kwe/1, Downside ST 500665 
Glebe farm site 

POST i'vl EDI EVA L 

Wedmore, Stoughton VVindmill ST 41 96487 1 

(See BAA 2 1983, 51-52) 

T he site of Stoughton Windmill, which appears on 18 11 drawings for the first 
edition 1• O.S (Bri tish Library) and on the 1817 1st edition I " O.S. itself, has been 
precisely locu1ed in the south angle of the crossroads at Eastlield Farm, Stoughton. 
A small mound , with no identifica tion, is shown on the 1886 25" O .S. ma p. T his 
survives as a low but definite oval mound with a slight dent in the centre and a possible 
ramp 10 the SW. There is no record of the windmill on parish maps of 1791 or 1805. 
It was therefore presumably built between 1805 and 1811. It had ceased to fu nction. 
and been demolished, by 1886 (25" O.S noted above; also S. H. A. Hervey. 1Vec/111ore 
Chronicle Vol. I ( 1887) p. 123). It is now the property of Limekiln Farm (Sexey"s 
Estate). 

We/li11g1011, Corn hill. ST I 3842063 
Excavations a t the rear of 18 Fore Street by Tuu nton Deane Research and 

Excavation Committee produced no evidence of occupation before the 18th century. 
(1. Bu rrow) 

Wesr l/11111sflill, Sea Wall ST 294465 
During rebuilding of the sea wall between the Brue and Hun ispill Rivers a num ber 

of rou nd ·Dole Stones' carved with arabic numerals from 10 10 120 were noted. These 
relate Lo the owners of 'A uster' land in the early 19t h century who were responsible for 
the repair of the wall. ( M . Langdon) 

Wi11ca111rm, Tunnel Survey 
South-East Somerset Archaeological Society h:1vc undertaken n survey of cellars 

and tunnels in the town. There arc records of tunnels found before 1939 in the High 
Street and u tunnel has been located running obliquely from the Greyhound Inn in 
the Market Place. Th is was 1.7 m high and 0.4 111 wide built of regularly coursed stone. 
It was traced fo r 3.5 m. (R. M. Keynes) 
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INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY 

8ridg11·atl'I', Telescopic Bridge ST 300375 
During the conversion or this former railway bridge across the River Parrett into 

a fixed road bridge. S.I.A.S. mcmhers examined the traverser pit a t the structure's 
eastern end (Murless. 1983). The rails on which the sections of the bridge travelled 
were measured and photographed, along with a selection or iron artefacts from the 
ballast box of the bridgc·s retracting portion. These items included broken castings and 
miscellaneous wheels which were placed there in 1907 to provide counter-weight. 

Fig. 4 E"crcrcccl1: limekilns during recording by Somcrsc1 lndus1rial Arch:1cology Society 

El'ermn h. Limekil11s ST 644288 (Fig 4) 
Three large kilns, two of which were of a different date to the third, were recorded 

by S. I.A.S. prior to their demolition. They were apparently constructed by Humphrey 
i\ilcad of Drayton. who owned limekilns near langport in the l890s, the original 
company trading under the 11,rn1e of Mead & Sons until 1956. T he lime was used 
principally in the making of mortar, only a small proportion being used as a ferti lizer. 
and the kilns ceased operating in 1962. (SIAS 811/le1i11 , 30 September 1982) 

Orchard Pon111an, Limekiln in Thurlbear Wood ST 2712 10 
In October, 1982, S.l.A.S. were asked to advise on the Slate of a limekiln in the 

reserve of the Somerset Trust for Nature Conservation. Thurlbear Wood lies in the 
SE. pan of Tnunton Dea ne. an area once economically important for the extraction 
nf white lias limestone, known locally as Thurlbear Stone. Limebu rning in the district 
dates from at least the 17th cen tury though this particular structu re was probably 
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erected in the 1850s when the wood rormcd part or the Portman estate. It is shown 
o n an Ordnance Survey map of 1886 hut had become disused by 1903. or the low. 
squat type. and built or the loc:.il material. the kiln serviced a small quarry which is 
still visible on its NW. sick. (S IAS /J11//C'1i11. 30 November 1982) 

Fig. 5a lln1ins1~r Turnpikl· : wlthous~ a1 Hazd wcll. ll111i11s1cr 

/fo(ld.~irh· Surrey (Figs 5a. b) 

The second systematic survey of rn1rt of Somerset's road network concl'ntratcd 
011 roads of the rormcr II minster T urnrikc Trust. Milestones, composed or Hamstom: 
and triangular in pla n with cast-iron pla tes. survive along the principal routes to and 
from llm inster: the modern A.303, A.358 and B.3 168. Toll houses range fro m the impos­
ing structure at Haselwcll. ll rninster (Fig 5a. ST 3474 1513) 10 more modest examples 
at Old Way Gaie. llton (ST 365 11729} and al Kingstone (ST 37651355). O ther features 
or note were cast-irun bm111dary posts or local ,tuthoritil's which ceased 10 function in 
1974: one on the A.3037 (ST 3593 135 1) bears the founder's mark ·DENI NG & CO., 
CHARD. (Fig Sb). (J. N. Bentley .ind 13. J. i•-.,Ju rlcss) 

VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE 

Ron Gilson h:1s sclcclcd the l'o llowing list of build ings as being ur p:1r1 ic.:ular 
interest, from the co11sidcrablc number recorded in 1hc Cou nty. Copies of all su rveys 
arc deposited at the Soml'rsct Record Oflicc and at R.C.1-1.M. (England) in London. 
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Fig. Sb I l111i11s-1.:r Turnpike: lm undary po~t 

llic/.;1101/er, Ford ST 108392 
Fiddi11grc111, Farm Estate ST 22441 S 

29 

130th have large chambers beside kitchen lircplac.:s. IC>r cnrn drying or rerhaps 
111al ting. The latter build ing, a fine small manor house, has excep1io11a lly gnod lll te 
I 71h-cen1ury rlastcrwork a11d fragments or a I 7tlH.:c11tury or earlicr paintnl wal l. 

Chard. i\fanor Farm. Tatworth ST 329059 

M ifrt•/'/011. Bia groves Fan n. Oa kc ST 145256 
ll'l'lli11grm1. Jurston Farm. ST 149204 

A ll have late 17th-ccnt11ry brickwork . .lurston is a late-medieval joi 11 ted cruck 
house. cob bui lt. with the front and one end rebuilt in brick. The service end fireplace 
is a ll brick with a brick curing chamber beside it. Blagroves is a most unusual house, 
very imposi11g, with u raised central entry to sOL·ial rooms over a service basement. 
1'vla11or Farm is a stone built, tlirce ruom. noss pussuge pla11 housc with lh.: rront focc 
in brick but showing only headers, 1w stretchers. 
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Di1d 1eu1. Hill Farm. Wraxa 11 ST 605364 
A medieval house bu ilt using both tree and jointed crucks. It was made twu 

storcyecl in the 17th century but with one room remaining open to the roof at that time. 
This was fitted with a mul lioned and transomed bay window with ovolo mouldings, 
the window e.xtending through two storeys. 

D11rsto11, Lodge Farm, ST 29 1282 
This farm was much ,tltered in the 19th century but retains its old roof, a rema rk­

able structure for Somerset. the hal l having closely spaced, com mon rafter trusses, all 
with curved braces. The porch and cross wing have similar structures but a re plastered 
to fo rm wagon roofs. A few other such roofs arc known but this is the only known hal l 
roor of this type which is smoke blackened. This was the manor house of DLirston and 
documentary evidence suggests a mid I 5th-cen tury building date. 

Eaxt C/1i1111ock, Weston Farm, ST 492 134 
/\ line large fam1house substantially modernised in 1637 by Richard liat! but 

which retains a medieval low partition in the cross passage. 

Old Clee1·£', Oat way Cottage, Roadwater, ST 032382 
A good example of a small, jointed cruck house with at least one end half-h ipred, 

the hip cruck still being visible. The building was improved and given rront gables in 
1700. possibly by Will iam Oatway. 

Pi1mi11.1·1er , Leigh Farm, Angerslcigh ST 197 I 93 
This building is a fine illustration ofa larger jointed cruck bui lt house with hipped 

cnds using hip trusses rather than hip crucks ; one hip truss is a later medieval sho rten­
ing or that end of the house. One or the two centred wooden cloorframes survives. 

S1ok1• Trisler. Stoke Trister Manor ST 742287 
Wdls. 75 1-1 igh Street ST 548457 

Both have exa mples of two tier trusses (the lower part in both cases perhaps, bu t 
not certainly, crucks). Al Wells the trusses are in the fo rmer hall , at Swke Trisler, in 
the rormer detached kitchen. Fragments of the fo rmer hall roof of Stoke Trister ca n 
be seen and these urc probably the most massive pieces of timber work yet found in a 
Somerset house. This is not surprisi ng, perhaps. as the ha ll was exceptionally wide at 
over 30 feet. l'vlost unusually, a drawing of the house in the 16th century su rvives, 
showing the hall single storeyed at that time. and clearly st ill retaining its open hearth, 
the louvre being shown in the roof. 

Wes/ Brad/1'_1·, Lollisham Manor, ST 575343 
A la rger, jointed cruck house of med ieval date wh ich was imrrovcd in the 17th 

century. 

Wookey, Court Farm, ST 517457 
This structure has within it fragments of decorative detail dating from the 13th 

century, at which time it was a residence of the bishops of Bath and Wells. 

B11ildi11g Suney 
The S.S.A.V.B.R.G. is procccding with a study of the buildings in the parishes 

of West Chinnock and Haselbury Plucknetl. Substa ntial variations in plan-types, 
historical background and tenure arc being revealed. Documentary research and 
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detailed recording arc also progressing into a number of farms and farmsteads ; it is 
hoped that t his work may be expanded into a more comprehensive survey of farms in 
South Somerset. (J. Da llimore) 

The following bu ildings were also recorded in Se>uth Avon. For deta ils sec BAA 2 
1983, 56-57. 

BLAGOON, Gilcombe House. ST 505386. early 16C. 
CHEW STOKE. Rectory. ST 5586 19, I 5C (?) 
CH EW STOKE, Yew Tree Farm. ST 5576 16. I SC (cruck l"rnmcd) 
CONGRESBURY , 26 Venus St. 16C. 
LONG ASHTON, Chapel, barn and Li11 h,1y at Lower Cou rt Farm. ISC and 16C. 
SALT FORD. Brassm ill furnace. 
STANTON DREW, T he Cottage, ST 598632 


