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Worle were probably constructed with the aid of Phcnnician

engineers, and remarked that the works surrounding the

city of Carthage were on a precisely similar plan. He did

not suppose that the flint knives belonged to the people

resident in the camp, for he found them mixed up with

the earth, and not with the other remains in the huts.

Probably they belonged to a ruder race.

Extracts were then read from a paper by the Rev. H.

M. ScARTH, on the subject of ancient sculptured stones,

particularly those recorded to have stood in the cemetery

of the Abbey at Glastonbury. The paper suggested the

desirability of bringing together all the engravings of

sculptured stones that had been published, and issuing

them in a well edited volume. This paper is printed in the

present volume. Part II.

A paper on the “Inland Mollusca of Somersetshire,^^ by

the Rev. A. M. Norman, m.a., was presented at the

meeting, and will be found printed in Part II.

Mr. Parfitt, the Curator of the Society, then read a

paper on the “ Pouched Marmot,” remains of which species

have recently been identifled by Hugh Falconer, Esq.,

M.D., among the Mendip Cave bones forming a part of the

Williams’ collection in the Museum of this Society. These

remains consist of two right rami of the lower jaw, which

are the only portions yet discovered in this country of the

SpermopMlus erythrogenoides. In the present day, the

Altai mountains are known as the habitat of the represen-

tatives of this species—the pouched marmot.

“ The formation of a portion of the Altai mountains is

something similar to the Mendips and Quantocks, being

apparently the equivalent of the old red sandstone, scarfed

with carboniferous limestone, and it is in the chinks and

holes of the latter these animals live gregariously or in
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small societies. The Altai mountains occupy an area of

about 40,000 geographical square miles-—a wide space for

these little creatures to move about in, compared to the

narrow limits of the Mendips, if confined to these hills in

England. The height of the snow line of the Altai chain

is not very satisfactorily ascertained, but it is probable

that its general elevation does not fall short of 8,000 feet.

At the town of Fykalka, situated in the southern slope, at

the height of 4,000 feet above the sea, the land is cultivated

with success, yielding barley, rye, oats, millet, and summer

wheat, besides garden vegetables.

The writer of the article ^ Altai,^ in the Imperial

Gazetteer^ says a marmot peculiar to these regions abounds

in the vicinity of the snow. These animals are preyed

upon by the glutton and the bear. The royal tiger prowls

through the steppes on the south, and haunts particularly

the reedy shores of Lake Balkhash ; it is not unlikely,

therefore, that his predatory incursions sometimes extends

into the Altai. How exceedingly like the picture of our

Altai, the Mendips of some ages ago ! although I am some-

what inclined to think that this marmot might have lived

down to the period when man took possession of this

island, and indeed to, perhaps, ages afterwards. These

animals being used as food, even now, were most likely

used as such by the early inhabitants of this country, and

very likely became extinct through man’s agency.

The climate of the Altai, where these animals are found,

does not imply that the climate of England has undergone

any material change since these animals inhabited the

Mendips, and the tigers roamed along its slopes, or the

deer or Irish elk bounded over the plains. Analagous

animals are still found proximately inhabiting the Altai

chain, while we know that at a period probably long after
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the extinction of the cave hyaena, bear, and the great

Elephas primigenius and the rhinoceros, in England,

these elephants and rhinoceri found appropriate food in

the birch and spruce forests of Siberia.

The dental formula of the genus Spermophilus is exceed-

ingly like that of the common squirrel, the molars of the

lower jaw very much so ; so that a fragment, or even one

ramus, without the incisors, would be somewhat difficult to

determine. The incisors would at once settle the question,

as they are much longer and stronger in every way. The

upper jaw is different, the squirrel having only four molars,

while the marmot has five on each side. In their natural

arrangement they are arranged by systematists, close

together ; in fact, the marmots are called by the natives

generally ^ ground squirrels.’’
’’’’

SECOND DAY.

(Ixtnrginn.

A large party started at ten oYlock. The road lay

through a beautiful country, with charming green lanes, in

many places overshadowed with trees. The village of

AYalton-in-Gordano was the first visited.

Walton Castle was pronounced by Mr. Parker to be a

a house of the time of James I. or Charles I., built in the

mediaeval style. The ruins of the old church are of the

period of Richard II. The font was removed from it to

to the new edifice, which also has the old porch re-erected.

Not far distant is Weston-in-Gordano, where the Rev.

AY. Ilautenville read an account of the Percival family, by

whom tlie church was founded. The Rev. F. Browne


