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The Rev. Canon Meade read a notice of Castle Cary

Church,” which is given in part ii, and also of Stavordale

Priory.

The Rev. J. Hale read an account of the Parish of

Poyntington
; and the Rev. W. Barnes a paper on

“ Somerset and its Language,” which are given in part ii.

Votes of thanks to gentlemen w^ho had read papers having

been passed, the company visited the Church, and an old

house, the residence of Mr. Biggin, in which the Prince

of Orange slept on his progress through Somerset. The

Local Museum, w’hich had been arranged with great care,

and enriched with a large collection of very interesting ob-

jects, attracted many visitors.

Mr. Charles Noel Welman read an interesting notice

of incidents in the Civil War in Somersetshire, extracted

from broad sheets published by order of Parliament.

Mr Emanuel Green read an abstract of a paper on

the Civil War in Somerset.”

Mr John Batten read a paper on Sequestrations in

the Hundred of Catash,” which is given in part ii.

Mr. Edward J'. Stevens followed with a paper on

Jflint antt

In the course of his interesting address, which was illus-

trated by many valuable specimens, he said that in almost

every part of the world evidence existed of a period during

which people were fain to supply their wants by means of

im[)lcments formed of natural substances—such as wood,

stone, bone, horn, or the teeth and claw^s of animals.
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This period is now usually known as the stone period ;

and he had been asked to say a few words upon it, in re-

ference to the series of stone implements exhibited in the

temporary museum that day. He desired to state, that in

speaking of the stone period, he wished it to be understood

that he regarded it simply as a test of culture, perhaps the

best test we possess. Some savages are now living in, or

have but recently emerged from, their stone period ; whilst

other stone-using people lived in times so remote from our

own, that history and tradition were alike silent respecting

their existence, and we had to seek our information through

the science of geology. Examples of stone implements,

obtained from the drift, the earliest evidences of man^s

existence on the earth, were shown in the Museum ; so

are specimens belonging to the later stone, or neolithic,

period. Numerous implements were fashioned from other

substances than such as possessed a conchoidal fracture,

and were accordingly wrought into shape by other methods

than “ flaking,'’"’ such as pecking,"’^ or grinding. Then

there were stone implements shown from New Zealand,

and various Melanesian and Polynesian Islands, as well as

from British Guiana and other localities in the New World,

in which countries the use of stone implements was re-

tained until very recently, and, indeed, in some districts is

still retained. Mr. Stevens also spoke of some of the

typical forms of stone implement, concluding by making

some remarks upon the myths which prevail, almost univer-

sally, with reference to stone hatchets being thunderbolts,

and stone arrow heads being elf-arrows ; citing the occur-

rence of such legends in the North of Europe, the West

Indies, India, China, Japan, and the Malay peninsula. He
classed such legends as myths of observation, the origin

and development of which might be traced to the attempt
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to explain natural phenomena. They were to be regarded

as inferences from observed facts, taking the form of posi-

tive assertions, and might have originated independently

in different parts of the world.

Votes of thanks to the gentlemen who had read papers,

and to the President, having been passed, the meeting

was closed.

(fxcttrsi0it
:

gag.

A large party started from Wincanton at 10.30 a.m.

Iloutait

About a mile from Wincanton, on the road towards

Cadbury, the first halt was made. It was to examine the

remains of a Roman villa discovered at Old Bam, the

property of the Rev. S. Dendy. The excursion party

were courteously welcomed and escorted by the proprietor.

In digging out the foundations of some new farm build-

ings, an ornamental stone column and slab, portions of

a tesselated pavement, &c., were found, about four feet

below the surface. The column is about four feet in height,

by ten inches in diameter, moulded, but fractured about

a foot from the top. The stone slab is about three feet

six inches by two feet, three edges being chamfered and

ornamented, and the fourth left square and plain. The

front edge was curiously carved with triangular-shaped in-

dentations, with a scallop in the centre, and double crosses

at the ends, and twisted bead borders.

In a trench, excavated at a little distance, other evidences

of Roman remains were found by Mr. Winwood and Mr.

Parker : A number of small tesserae, bits of black pottery,


