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WAS the first place visited, where the remains of 
the uclent structure were examined under the 

guidance and direction of MR. P .AIUtBB. 

0£ Muchelney Abbey there are considerable remains, 
consisting chiefly of the Abbot's HoUBe, with a small 
portion of the cloister, which joined on to it. The Abbey 
Church is said to hav~ been entirely destroyed, and the 
present Church is understood by Mr Freeman, apparently 
with good reason, to be only the parish Church, which 
was situated immediately • outside of the Abbey gates, 
according to the usual custom. The Church is a good 
plain parish Church of the fifteenth century, of the usual 
character of the district. Immediately opposite to it is the 
old Vicarage House of the same age ae the Church, and a 
good example of a small plain gentleman's house of the 
latter part of the fifteenth century, unusually perfect; 
searcely any alteration has been made in it excepting the 
inserting a floor in the Hall, which may easily be remov€d. 
The doorway belongs to a previous house about a century 
older than the present one, and has been used again. 
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The old wooden door, with ita ironwork, has been 
preserved; but belongs to the same age 88 the present 
house, not to that of the doorway. 

The cloister waa then eumined, which Mr. Parker 
observed muat have been a very .fine one, with a stone 
vault of fan tracery, and the walls paneled; a small 
portion of it only remains, with a low room over it, 
probably part of the library, or 1criptorium. It is not 
large enough or lofty enough for the dormitory, which 
bad commonly a roof like a hall, with a pauage down the 
centre and cells on each side ; there would not have been 
e.pace for this over the cloister. The back wall of this 
building is richly paneled, which is very uncommon ; it 
seems to have formed one side of the Abbot's court. The 
Abbot's houae is a very fine example of a wealthy 
gentleman's bonae of the time of Henry VU. or Vlll., 
and nearly perfect, though only used 88 a farm-house. 
The Abbot's chamber on the first floor is perfect, but 
divided into two parts by a wooden partition, it. b88 
a good wide stone staircase up to it, and it retains the 
wainscot and settle of the time of Henry Vlll., with the 
linen panel, and a good crest of open-work. There is also 
an old barn, and there are many fragments of earlier 
work with a lancet window. 

From hence the party proceeded to 

llinplmrp ~' 
the beautiful Church of which is well known 88 one of 
the finest of the Churches of the Somersetshire types of the 
Perpendicular style, with their magnificent towers, and 
h88 a fine rood loft and screen. 

Considerable fragments of the Vicarage House of the 
time of Henry VII. have been built up in the form of 
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a modern house, rather ingeniously, to give the appearance 
of being in their original place. 

The next place visited was 

abounding in excellent specimens of the style of domestic 
architectore of comparatively recent date, so characteristic 
of the towns and villages around the quarries of Ham Hill. 
Here also is another very fine Chorch and Tower of the 
same style, and has been carefully restOred. 

At Martock the 

of the latter part of the fourteenth century remains 
nearly perfect, though divided into small tenements. The 
principal featnre is of course the hall. It is a good 
example of an ordinary gentleman's hall of the time of 
Richard n. or the end of Ed ward m., and has the 
windows perfect, with late Decorated tracery, and the two 
seats in the sill of each, which always distinguish a hall 
window from a church or chapel window. The kitchen 
also remains perfect, and forDl8 one side of the servants' 
court at the back of the halL The music gallery and 
screen have been plastered over and modernised, the buttery 
and pantry, with the handsome guest chamber over them, 
are turned into a cottage and divided by wooden partitions. 
There are no remains of the stairs, and the lord's apart
ments at the upper end of the hall are divided into small 
modern ~ements and spoiled. In the hall there are two 
handsomely carved stone brackets, .either for lights to be 
placed on, or merely for some ornamental purpose. It is 
altogether one of .the most perfect small manor houses of 
~at period that we have remaining. 
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From here the company prooeeded. to 

~llt$UIII. 
South Petherton Church ia another &ne Berpendicular 

Church, which has recently been restored. 
The house called "King .lna's Palace," is a very neat 

and beautiful e:umple of a manor house of the times of 
Henry VII. and Vlll., the walls are perfect, and the 
the double long window is one of the moet beautiful thioga 
of the kind that we have anywhere remaining. It does 
DOt belong to the hall, but to a dining-room, with a 
drawing-room over it, marking the period when the great 
change in the habits of the people waa taking place, when 
the hall waa going out of use, and a separate dining
room was required. These two rooms form a separate 
wing of the house, and are brought out considerably in 
advance of the hall, which forms the centre of the house ; 
this wing is on the same aicle aa the kitchen and oftioee, 
on the same end of the hall ; but the chambers at the 
upper end are comparatively inaignificaot, eo that the 
old medimval arrangement wu almost abandoned, although 
the hall was still retained, and has the old fireplace and 
open turret wing. The woodwork ia all in a bad etate of 
repair, but the walls are eound, and the arrangement of 
tbe house has scarcely been altered at all. It ia a very 
valnable example, and ought to be carefully preserved. 

Passing through Shepton Beauchamp the company 
arrived at 

l5at'rington «oart. 
Barrington Court ia a very &ne and rich eumple of a 

no lemm'a boWJe of the latest Tudor or early Elizabethan 
atyler-s large quadrangular IIJ88II, with projectiug wings, 
the wan. per(ect, with their nnmerous turrets, mnall gables, 
tw" ted chinmey and pinnacles, and finia18, all of atone, 
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boldly and finely carved, ·produciDg a marvellously fine 
and picturesque effect, and one of the moet beautifal 
looking hoUBeiJ that we have any where. The windOWI 
are very numerous, square headed, with mullioD8 and 
transoms. The interior is unfortunately entirely modern
ized and spoiled, a portion of it is of the time of 
James L, with wainscot and fireplaces of that period, 
but nothing earlier. At the top of the house is one of 
the long galleries, usual at the period, which seeJPS to 
have extended quite round the house, but is entirely 
spoiled. 

Barrington Church is another example of the older 
Somersetehire oruciform type, with central octagonal tower; 
and waa pronounced by Mr. Parker to be a genuine little 
Church ot the time of King Henry m. 

The laet point of attraction for the dafa exc111'8i.on wu 
Curry Rivel Church, in which Mr. Munckton read a 
abort paper, and Mr. Parker appended a few remarks. 
The magnificent perpendicular tranaomed windows of this 
Church, with their pierced quatrefoils at the apandrils, 
the very beautiful early English work of window and 
tomb in the chantry chapel, the remains of the great rood 
ICX'een, so richly carved, ud the oak etalla and benches 
IUl'IDOUDted with finials, were juetJy admired • 

• 
i <tnnntr!ill}innr 

In the Town Hall, in the evening, brought the proceedings 
of the day to a cloee, at which all the Members of the 
Society present were samptuonaly entertained by the 
Local Committee and the Members residing near Langport. 

A very varied and extenaive collection of worb of an, 
specimens of Datoral hiatory, u.d objeeta of antiquarian 
interest had been brought together on the occaeion. 
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Short addreuea were delivered, and a cordial vote of 
thanb presented to the inhabitants of Laugport for the 
cordial and hospitable reception with which they had 
favoured the Society. 


