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Mr. Thomas Serel read a paper on u The Strode

Family,” which is printed in Part II.

The Rev. Prebendary Gray contributed an interest-

ing series of Notes from the Church Records of the Parish

of Pilton, which commence with A.D. 1503.

The Rev. F. Brown read extracts from the Autobio-

graphy of a Somerset Quaker Farmer, of the name of

Whiting, written during the Civil War.

Mr. C. Moore, F.G.S., of Bath, delivered an able

address on

<®ft4 (S^olojjg off ihe Uiatrict

The palaeontology, the ancient natural history, of the

district, he said, exceeded in interest that of any district

in England. The Carboniferous limestone was very full

of organisms, and the coal beds were very full, and when

they came into the upper beds of the Keuper they had

organic remains in the greatest abundance. He cited in-

stances of his discoveries at Hoilwell, in the neighbourhood

of Frome, and the Yallis where a few yards of earth

contained a million specimens of organic remains. With

regard to the mineralogy of the locality, they had the

Ham iron and manganese mines very close to them. Al-

though there was iron to be found there it was not in such

quantities as to pay for working, the manganese being

much more plentiful. He had made some explorations at

Mells, with the view of finding lead ore ; the very first

blow of the pick axe brought to light a piece of what they
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were looking for, and if it increased as it had done, and he

hoped it to do, the yield would be very good. Mr. Moore

concluded by giving greater details as to the contents of

the various beds around Shepton.

Mr. J. Me Murtrie, of Radstock, read a paper on

(ffoal of Jsomcnistfihut.

He stated that the Somersetshire coal field, so far as

at present known, extends from Bristol to the neighbour-

hood of Frome on the one hand, and from Bath to the

Mendip Hills on the other, and comprises in all an area of

150 square miles. I must not be understood to affirm that

workable veins of coal are available over the whole of the

territory included within the limits referred to, for unfor-

tunately, owing to the great depth at which some of the

veins lie, and various other circumstances, much of the

area may be set down as practically unproductive, Nor

on the other hand am I to be understood to limit the coal

measures of Somersetshire to that portion of the county

to the east of the Mendip range in which coal has hitherto

been exclusively worked, for there are grounds for suppos-

ing that west of the Mendip coal measures may one day

be found. A remarkable feature of this coal field is the

number of more recent formations by which it is overlaid.

In most of the great coal fields of this country the coal

strata are to be met with on the surface, and I believe I

am correct in stating that in none of the other districts

now worked, are coal measures overlaid by anything more

recent than the new red sandstone. But in the greater

part of Somersetshire they are buried beneath three dis-

tinct formations, viz., the oolite, the lias, and the new red

sandstone, through one or more of which most of the

shafts have had to be sunk. Of course coal may be met


