THE EXCAVATION OF THE REREDORTER AT CLEEVE
ABBLEY, SOMERSET

ey Cnmsroree 1. Gy

INTRODUCTICHN

Cleave Abbey was Cisterciun, [ les i the valley of the Washford Biver alon ihree miiles
il o the noah Somerset coust between Watehet amd Minchesd. The ubbey wus
foinded o the lute vwellth contury. The initkel pluniution ef anabbol und 12 ks Snne
Frorn Revesby, Lincoloshice, isella dauglier bowse af Rievanly shhey in Yorkshine: Al the
end of the dnaeemh cenmey there were 28 menks bul afier thar dote the nomber declined;
al the Dissolmion in 1336 there were soll, however, 17, Clegve wis then valoed
£133 Ve 5d, The ubbey i< now e geardinnship of Eonglish Heringe.

The exvavation ol he reredorer was undertaben bafore the msenion of u drain round the
skl ened o the Dorter range (Fles e The exeavarion olso meznt that e walls i it aen
conld be exiimingd befire (he ¢onsproetinn of @ conerere vanll within the monks” duy room.
The position of the reredoder was known Trom the stubs of walls progecting oo the south-
cast corner of the cost rnge. The walls eaposed e course 0f 1he excavanion huve beon
consulidited el displayed

The excovations were carmied out over three sessions of @ month's durion each o the
surmmers of 1980-82 Funher small-scale works was currivd om in 1984 and 1985, following
e dliscovery of mmore imagsonry during the landscuaping of the wren o display the renaing.
The numbers used 1o the report when refomng o contexes wre tose ased on sire, The pering
und phase plaos heve been compaled from drpwiogs made on sile

Perdind  (Figore 23
) This phuose is comprised of e ariginal construetion of the reredortar, which wuas of one
Tuild with the south end of the cast runge and wligned cust-west, The overall dimensions of
the budding were 19, 73m by 7800, 1 bigd walls of roughly diessed sandstone Blocks honded
wilh morr with @ rubble core, The noeth wall was LOSm wide with an offser two courses
dleep om Hs north side, T general, only one oF bwe courses survived above the Tomidaine
beeuuse of robbing but lowurds the east end, where the tobbing wis less extensive. three or
o conirses survived, The east will wis also 1.05m wide and [our courses survived ghove
an o fsot on the cast side. The south will wowld bave been Lo wide o the north face had
been wtally robbed, cxposing the rubble core, There were ashlor blocks ot the comers of
this wall,

The southern pant of the building wis oveupicd by the mabn drain, which was 123 wide
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el Basel i flowr of s slubs sel on sandstone rubible with some stae, The mijurily of the
flour had been robhed out bt o smull seetion survived o the west end of the Pt lding
Differences in wear on the surfice of the slabs showed the width of the drain und of e
walls on either side, To 1w west af (e building the drain wis capped by <lubs of slute and
sandstone sl passeel 10 the south of the thineenth=ceniury fruter. It is unknowns wheier or
o the driddn was capped 1o the east of the building beeuuse of robbing. The wall dividing
the diain from u toom 1w the noth was similar in copstruction o e external walls of the
building but wis only 0.8m wide, It survived 1o o helght o1 . Im b the soath fce wus
ulmost ennirely missing us a result of the robhing of the druin laor.,

At fiest-finor level the reredorter wus proshably e 17.5m by G inteniolly and was engeed
throngh u doorway i the southeast comer of the dorier. The doorway, together witle s sguin
i which hung o Lamp providing light o both the dorer and the reredorter, stll sorvives,

O the ground-Aloor 1o the aorh of the main drmin there was o room mewsurng 7. 25m
by 3.0m. emtered from the monks” day room. The primary mithe-up within this room was
cluy (O2Th overlum to the west b grsviel (£:43% and cliyfloam (623), The bountdury hetween
623 amed 643 was fuirly struighn aod mayv wark the Tine of 3 partition. Tw o puost-liobes (G
el (20 may indicite o continuation of the partition. although they coulidl lave Leen ool
supports. An ares of chirred wouod (628) 1owards the west end of the room stuggesis th
thera mipht huve been o woodey loor.

North of the reredoner iere were the remains aned impressions of o cobhled surfice (377,
S0 and 354 fonning the flone o the sonh alley of the indbrmory elomstar, There wis seeess
10 this elivister from the duy room and ¢reasma i tie wall of the dorler runges shows i G
st the west alley was ronled, The south alley was profably also rooted bt this comg)
be preved, There wis u cul (641 10 the nerh of e cust end of the reredorier which mizh
Fepresel @ pre-monastic (e,

Tothe cust of the ceredorter, und 3 2m from it there was the southwest comer of it her
butlding, probably the miimmary. The walls were ehposed during the liyving ow of the sie
ler displiy and apun from planning them no ather work wis carried out. The west wal] wis
it B wade with un offser 0.3m wide 10 s west. The sowth wall wis 0.8m wide. Both
walls were fuced with roughly dressed stones and had o core of mornured rubble. Onty
|.25m in length of the south wall wus exposed, while the west wall wis af least 2 4 lony,
Doth wills e been extensively rabiled

The construction french for the sowh will of the 2ast moge was flled with sy Joam
and rulible, probubly construction debos (3349,

The foundutions of & wall running west from the southwest comer of the monke dav
room were wso found, This wall wis O8m wide and consmcied of sangdswone blocks honde
with vellow clav. Itowis of e build wiih e e rnge wnd bl been bonded inte e
runge 10 lirst oo lvel, The function of the wall s aneemuin—it miay huve been o boumdary
will There wis o doarws i the wese wall ol the duy raom mmnedintzly norih of 1his wall
which provided nevess to the aren beiween it and the south e,

(h) I this phinse the posis in features 08 und 620 appear o have been removed and the
hales backfilled. A stone slub (3700 inseried 0 clay 627 wis used s @ hearth and may have
been the emplucement fur u brasier. To the west, livers 623 and 643 were cui by o partition
{397} aligned north-south 1.75m from the day room, The southern part of this was (ormed
by & stone and morur wall (h4m wide. There wis a beam-slot o the north of the wiill,
indieating o doorway e [ 13m wide, 11 is possible i the arew 1o the west of the prartition
wits & sort of vestibule. An arca of gravel o the west of e wall muiy b e remains of e
iy within this viestibule.

Between the reredoner and the infirmary there wis 8 namrow wall (358) aligned eist-wesl,
I wus on approximtely the line of the souls wall of il inlimury and wis probahly erecied
merely 1o fill the gap between the buildings, thus enclosing ihe nfirmury cloister, It was
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constoncied of roughly coursed fimestong blocks bomded with moour and was set on an
affsel of roagh fragments of limesiene, The wall wus (h6Sm wikle ahove the offsen Only
Py courses of the wuall survived wnd i was aced witl plaster on ity nocth side. The bogom
edge ol fhe plister facing swas iregolor and Bois s son possible w ddentily ahe level of
thee Moo af the Tnfirmary clotsier o this thioe,

vl

() (Fraure 3) The paotinen a he west end of the northern room, dividing e possible
vestible Trom the remeander of the tooo, wiis 1ebbed alihough o section of the swall
renednee dpstanding, The e of te cast-west partiton sas permpeioated byoa laser of
B - ke miortary Togmy (G E9) above e west eod ol bver 623, and of sandy mot,
geavel snd toan (O13) overlyving 6430 In the area of dhe possible vestibole there was u luver
ol sundy Toam C3aR) G0 he sonth smd o the norte oospread of compace mortry o {62490,
Al these comexts contuined pebbles and picecs of sl ogertber with some fragments of
Bome and pontery, These Javers prokubly secved ws Aoees, ar as the sake-up lor oo of
steme shabss o tiles whig e were Liter robhed oot

The costern cocl of the norbem oo wis ool subdivided but there appeared 6 be o
parilion sepasiing it rome the sress Boored by lavers 013 and 010, A the costern e,
wbreve prd around 370, there was o spread o ash and chercead (B08) froom mres or @ Do
=) o e Tieirth slob, The western edee of 609 wos overlain by o lover of clavey loum
LO03, the westeen Bl of which cotneaded wigl the custem Hmit of 613,

Tor the cust af the rerdomer oowall (6230 was build above the porth side of 1the droin
channal sncd pacallel i wall 33850 A0 s eost e wall 6235 resened w0t wonh t aboal
sothwest corner of the infionary, There wos evidenee of plaster Tacing on the south side
of 338 e no Noer survived wihin ihe roeomy, which was 20m nenh-soath ond ¢ 3.23m
east-wesl The building muy bove nked the recedorer with the mimmory, The less subsian-
tianl mwrure of the walls soggesis e it may lwve been only one siorey highs wall 338 wiis
iy LGS0 wide sbave s offset while wall 623 was 0,8m wide, compared with ¢ lm o
the width of the exieril walls of the reredorter. There wus o ndicition 160 slhow how
necess was samed o s roooe The voril, west wnd cast walls wll sorvived Wy oat least o
courses above their fomdmions and no sien of o doorway was observed 0 then, Avcess
ey thus have been from the o, over the drdn (which was presumahly coppest), The
suonth wall wis Turgely ebuilt phove Tis founadawions ioo Luser pliose o the evidence for o
doswrrswiy 10 this plhiase would have been destiowed.

(R dFrgurne 43 The nonili-souil division betweeon the castem ol westerm sections ol 1
northerm poom survived meo this phase bur the partiton aligoned cast-west was removed. A
kiver of elay (357 partly overlad both 615 und 619 The castern limie of 1his especied the
ooy Tomdary between 603 and 613 b forther south 387 spread cast over the edge of
B0, A shullow post=liole (398} appears o mark the sombemn end of o aition beliween 587
el G with b doorwsy o e soutl SHglaly 1o the cost of this paaition theee wis o thin
spread ol cluyfosh (601} ahove floor 603, This would appear 1o be occapation debeis,
altbough ity luwve served us o Boor us 1 also comuined pebbles and Qecks of slue, Filling
o shullovw depression i 603 azons e noh sall of the roome wis a0 laver of Toose sy
eluy el eovel 1580)

Wirhin ihe vastern section of e rooo there were pwo post-Boles (379 and 353% but the
inction of the posis which they Beld Bomikoosen, They were oo elose 1o the north wall i
P been ceiling suppors bul mighl possibly Bave supported partiiions

Ar rhe west e of the norther roons, jost west of the norhern section of O Tormer
partition 397 there was o hine of stipoes (3810 The siones were very imegelar and do no
s e fommed @ step or the base of anyeling structurad, Togather with the reamining
sectiom of 397 thay wonld dppear 1o luve impeded secess o the wom, aliboogh the doorwy
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from the diy roomn continued o use. The stones were abutted un both aides by compuet
morkiey deam (612, 617), perhups the remains of 5 surfuce, Loam 617 sealed liver of
sandy mortiry Joam with pebbles and shate frapments which alse contained a I [TRTTHTR
i fish-bones {618} (see balow), This luver was up to 10, Lo thick and appears o live formesd
the make-up for the overlving saefuce, ulthough T is upelea why o deposit of Ash-bones
sholel hove been incorporuted 1o 1he nike-wpn A post-hole CERY w0 the eus) of 397 fhLy
have been wssocied with a parminoen,

Foringd {8 (Fipune 3)

(1) Anirher changa of wyout, snd probabls of fetion, ocourred within the nonherm woom
i thas phise, A nuerow desin (3323 was inseried ulong e south side of the voom, conmects
it etther end of the reredorter w the wan drain, 1 wos wienpped within the roant, Conleng.
poarary with the dreadn wene several lavers of clay with pebbles und flechs of momar (376,
IRT A6, 470 gnd 825 which uppeared to form the make-up lor o floor, of which nothing
sivived. 1L i pessible that these oyers themsalves formed the oo, Traces of plasier
remained on the iemal laces of the gorth and st walls of the o, It iy hive Deen
pumted s puimed plaster wis Tounmd inthe delris Trom e demolition of e builidime. n
e porth-cist cormer ol the room there wos an irvepular Teuture Glled with soft lomn ond
pebhles (5911 The fmeion of the femore s anknown ond 0 may have been micrely Lt
Aol distorbanee, Towuards the west end of the room there was o lover of cluy obming
(e e af siones 34910 (3808, This hd an umeven soieoe and iy live been o maky-up
hirver.

Cut g the muke-up lavers were several post-ioles und o bean-slon, The heamoslon wits
alignesd nortb-souh, dividing the ensterm aned westenn ends of the room il 508 iy higve
hethd o doarpost, 10y possible that the ather pusis w the wiest of the beam-siol held the
nnrthern cnds of pantitions aligned north-south, forming @ series of cubicles Wil access
from & comidor ulong the northem siede. Thens may thus ive been 3 e on hoth oo
ol 1he reredarier block, The coridor along the nonliern side of the western srea, i well s
providing access o the cubicles, would wlse Buve led from the day room s (he eastern are,
Howewer, it is pussible thar the western posts merely held the supports (o 8 partition alianed
ehst-west, dividing the cormiddar from a roem 1o the south, Around 305 there were sevenl
stuhe-holes which may have held wattles from sugh o pariiion.

The surlse of the make-up 0 the cost of the bemm-slol was charred in phaces bul there
wis noy evidence of @ hearth. This way indicute renewed use of 5 bragier, s stzgesied lor
Perod 1h “The posts inpost-loles ST i 385, crected 30 Period 1, iy hance siirvived
inte this plise s they wers e repluced by posts mthe sane positions. They wens on the
s B s the posis e the west of the beam-Jm, supporing the view thal they were
connected witl u partition,

T the narth of e reredoater ul least some of the vubbled st e dppenrs ke e been
removed by this peviod (0 oot in Pariod 11 as the bnpressions 554 and e aned Turher esi
were sealed by ) bayer of monany loam {5300, 10 is possible tat his was the mibe-up for o
paving of the eloister alles.

T the wesr of the reredurter there were 1wo intrusions filled wiih loose loum anid ORI
ribble (344, 333) Their funetion is unhiown

(i) In this phase the area west of the beame-slot was patially resorfaced, A Luyer of siindy
sty Joany (478) waus deposiied which aboied the north wall of the room bt which did not
entend s far sowl as dron 3520 Although the souhem edoe of 478 was irregubin i1 miy
indicie the presence of @ structure associuted with the druin. luver 478 surmoundded b
porsts inserted i Period W, supgesting that the panitions may have been repebiaced a1 the
samne wmee A lier cluy spread (AR0) above 478 in e arey of e syppested oormihor aml
wmcilinely west of the beam-slo, may indicute patching of the Aoor i an urea of heiyy
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wienr, There wirre jilse fian \['ll'l_'llll'i ol hard ||'||,_||'[:|j':.' ('|;|}' el Besem IZ-IJI'[llL'!I 10n Whie wee st |_.32.-'L
4261, A1 the cast end of the room, the Perind i eluy foir or makhe-up wis seied by @
luyer of compact sandv loam and aravel (3535, 1 butted the sast wall of the room and
respevied the Hne of the drun le would appear o hive been o Boor or the nike-up for
Magstone or tile oo which wus later robbaed, There was no evidenve of burming on L
sirface of luver 333 00 indicie the cominued presence of o brazier

Porfoed IV (Figure 6

G Wihin che goonthem oo the Beam ine slal S0 wis removed and il replaced, the
resuleamt trenehe being Glled with compact sitv foan (38 1) New posts were inseried (i the
sane ahgnmen s belore, inomany coses eorlier posi-holes being re-cun, with addirion;l
posts 1o oty cast und west, Packing (4633 within pest-hole 449 contwned o noil. Towards
e west 2l tlie prosts woere spacesd about Dw apee Tl whisle oo the oonliem room would
s hive been divided in cubieles, with uecess fram ihe comridor along the north side.
The cubicles an the eust end of the meom were widier wnd mav have had o dilferent (undijon,
perliups providing muore privaey during washing? A thin compaet luver ul’ gy Lo (374,
SAT) may bowve Tormed the Moo within thes room, o the bedding For s tiledstuly loor.

To the easi of the building o new wall (321} was huilt o (e north of 558, which was
reduged in hesght uniil ooly twi courses remaineel. A mised layer of milille, simidy iy and
morhy | £359) was dumped betwean the walls and partly overluy 335 o the south
wall 623 formed e Toundaiion for a wew wall (323) which wus wlso built aver the CUppIng
of driin 332, 18 is possible that o doorwny wis (orced in the east wall of the reredorer Lo
provide secess (o the room thus created as post-holes on the same line as those 1 the west
were found within it (3300 and 542), The surface of domp 359 was o, 2 ubove the
contemporary surfaee within the weredorer, Apan from the slignment ol the posts ens s
no evidence hat o dosrway had been foreed ihrougl the cast wall of the reredorer, even
alluwing for luer robbing. To the nonh e wall 323 there were numeraus rindom seonps
and hollws (356} Some may hove been impressions left by the wemoval of o cobhle Boor
hut some, which Tad Guirly verieal sides. may have been stukesholes, although no pattem
cirlld he djscorned,

A short stieich of will {524 was built butting the east end of the rensdoner shove e
senh wall of the deain chamnel. There was @ return o the sonh ot its east end, This miy
posibly have formed o huikding o house 1he sluices controlling the low of witer it thee
diniws although oo evidence survived of sueh sluices because of Lder rulibing.

Abaning the owrside of the north wall of the reredorter close o s west end was g |-<haped
witll {3350, 10 perhaps foomed the hase Foe an eaternal swirway (o the first foor of (he
buildimge. This fearre sealed el 330 uml may have been constructed in Pedod 1TH When
iwas bl the eoof o the south alley af the inlimuary cloister aprpears e have been emoved
A possible gavesdrp channal (3633 was found ¢, (.5m noth of the reredorter wull twards
its west end. AL the sime time the doorway providing aecess 1o this allev from e ey moom
was hlscked. A fayer of shelly foam with slage and churcoal (4623 may have been T HIRTRIT
debris which acemnulated following the construetion of wall 535, Peehaps also from e
demolition of the cloister ulley wus o laver of rubble and slite abitting the north face of the
norh wall of the reredorer (344),

Fir the west of the reredorer o new branch of the main drain was Lol {159 This cut
the wall running west from e southwest comer of the east riunge. The dein owed ulong
the south side of the new friter range, flushing the garderobes on the pround floor, The
niin droin was panly sebuilt ar this time and there were grooves for slulces il the cast end
ol the ald and new chunnels, although they were nol very well opprosed. Tmmadiangly 1o the
wust of this point the old chanoel was blocked by several lurge stonies (855), Whether this
represents deliberate blocking of the channel in this phase or later s unceruain,
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Above the main dedn Butween the reredorier and irs division, and abmting the soul wall
af the iy soom, there appeared i be an extension 1o the reredoner, This was Tformed by
wiilly Ml 331, which enclosed an zren o 35m0 square. Wall 203 mny represent un
ineril ;:l.lnlllnll cather tha g siruetoral element. The watuee and function of the iom e
ungertain is i would huve blocked the casiern window in the south wall of e duy roont.
A layer of loamy Chay 4328) uppeared o bave been durmped between the two Bemches of
il i,

thi -'*- t'ﬂl'-hln.: Muor wis insered on the line of the south alley of the intimnuns cloisier
(32, 322 uod 5430 The bedding for this was momaey sand (3095 The Boar ahuned e
blocked dotrway inte the day room and alse existed 10 the éasl of he possible stuircase.
Aeverd| fragments of worked stone were romsed a8 cobbless these may have come (rogn i
desnedizhed greudes of the infiemiry cloetsier.

Whthin the norben meone wt least (woo e posts wene added and one post repluced o
e Tine of suppons, Poreame (rom the packing sonnd ane of e prusts (A I the roinn
o the east Binli pests wene removed el ool repluced. The north wall of (e custemn room
showed signs of Taving been rebuils, paniculicly ot its western end where 11 abutted the
reredorivr, and 100w possible thut o deorway was constructed at this poine A Himber Hoor
sppers o bave been imseoed inthe costemn moone Cne beamesion (5233 adiened nortesouth
winn [iely elenr il there were fuim impressions of tiree more. There was oo evidence o
indicuee the 1w of Hoor within e aortbens pan of the eredore.

Moot 1

In this perioad, 1ollowing the Dissoludon of the abbey an 1336, the reredoner was demelished
and e walls were substantially robbed, on the nond side mght down 1w the foundinions.
Within the porthern room there wis an oshy spread (42), swhich iy hive come from
fire ui fiesi-foor level or elsewhere a5 there wias no evidence of burving on the underlying
of surroanding livars, The lias slub Hoor of the main demin was robbed, exeept at ihe west
end of the reredomier, and u rough rubble drain with two or three channels of sundstone and
s Fragments and o gapping of sundstone wis insered (336, 3570 1 was seaded by g lagur
of samdstone rubble (337, 463, 317, 33400 A laver of compag FTRUEY lowm (382) appaiirs
te have heen debias esuling from this robbing. The mbble driin was non very effective and
guickly silied up (361, ), Robbing {331} of the south wall of the reredoner continued
after this rubble drain wus inseried; i robhing vt through demolition debris (319, 336,
425) 1o the sourh of the buildms.

The posts within the porhern room wene ot removed before thie bailding was densolished
and e post-pipes were found protading through the demolition rabble. A nuil came fvom
the 11 (448 oF one oF gl postapipes. AL lenst ome seetion of the dividing will {312) between
the midn druin snd the nonthern oo el norhwards s s single fragment, Trsces of pained
plaster withio the robble sugeest o either the norhern room o e fiest Door room, or
both. was of some pretensions, The rabble and otwr debris in e somthem rosn (310, 314,
AT, 425 comtuimed numernus frgments of worked stone as waell as occasionul Trugments
of window gliss and (ead, Draim 3532 was filled 1 ts cant end with loose gravelly sili {399)
sinilir b the G 0F ghe rabble deing

The oot of the building appeaes 10 live been of shite, cerainly i Period 1V, av much
broken slate was found W the south of ihe building, However, same ool e was found,
vichuling cerame ridge tiles. The absence of rabbish deposits below the demoliion debris
suggasls il e reredorier was knocked clown wnd robbed very soon afier the Dissoluticn
Inddecd the potery woulid indicate that this had occured by ¢, 13508

It is poasible that the west end ol the north wall of the eredomer was el stamding for s
while. perhiaps 1o furm the south end of o lean-1o apuinst e day room. The westernmosd
Jm ol the robber trench was not sealed by demolithon debris, whieh here respected the line
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e wall Twe post-pads and o post-hole v i or sealing cobbles 328 muy ulse be
asseianted with this possible lean-to,

There wis o further post-pad o seaffold posi hole (439} south-west of the monks” day
room. [t would dppear o have been wssociated with post-Dassolution activiy and may even
dane o Period V1o the west ol the reredorter. denin chanmels 258 mnd 439 were over laid
P laver of slie wl rubble (42739,

Foefoed 11

Fallowing the demaolinion of the veredoreer the site appeurs 10 have been left undisiurbed for
tw wr three hondeeel vears, The doorway frooe the day oo w the nocthern oo wiis
blocked by Bow wull undl severnl wichiectral (rugmenis wers found o pocking (334)
associalied with 1his,

I the B ninctcemb cemiry o bedge of curth revetiod on both sides by drv-stone walling
wats construcied nmning south from elose (o the: sombieast commer of e diy oo, Prier 1o
this the ground level seail of the duy room wd above e somhern half of e reredorer
bianl Been rised . 0.3m I the duppang of carh (4199 A maorimesd stome wall (3070, "“"'L
spome ol feonn Qo thu_'c Bulldings and Jeecluding several fragmens of warked sione,
wits il runmnge east o 2.9m cust of the southeis cormer of the dav rooa, Norh ol
thas wall there wis o layver of dumped eneh up o 025m thick, Sevel post-holes found cut
mte (he layers of demolition debris were filledd with the sume materinl as i s o ruse
the weouml surface. They may have preduted or heen et thioagh the dumped carih b 3
wis ol possible w construet the plun of dey Boilding from the features,

[hEessm

The reradonier wits constructed us pant o) the eriginal building progrmmme of the abbey anil
wars of one build with the suuth end of the cast mnge, Although the abbey was founded 0
the B twellih cenwury and builiding work prebably stated o, 12000 7 was net il e
moddle off the Miveenth comuary that the reredoner was mmplutmL There were prohubly
tinber buildings 1o house the fir monks. These doibwer buildings were then grduilly
replaced by the stone buildings which have survived. No traee of e postulated timber
buildings was found in the exeavated arca

The drain was within the sombem part of the huilding, supeesting that wt fiest oo fevel
there was o siople tow of sems adjacem o e south wall, Thene wens probably timhber
pariitions forming cubicles. The seat capports muy fave been ol stone bt wo evidenve of
the arringements a1 this level survived, The llow of wares ol the reredorter was Crom
cist o wesd il o the west of the building ihe i passed o te souc of e hineenth
century frter The witer was probably supplicd by the same lewl ws thur which seeved the
fishponics o he southeist and soubwest of the cloasteal buildings. 1 wis drown from the
river south of 1he precinet.

It e wocenuin whether the drin and the northern roon fad tmber ceilings or sione vl
The surviving fuundations are subsantiol encugh 1o hve supponed vaulting bur there is i
sigi ol a vauling scar on the wall of the day room,

e reredorer wd Cleave wis built i one of the passiticns fivoured by manastic planners
anel appeies to have fored the south side of w eloister 1o the east of the monks’ duy room
The other sides would hive been [onmed by the day room, the eastward continuation of he
shvpe s the infirmury, The line of o piched ool can be seen in the wall gbove e oust
il of the slvpe amd there i also aowall sear w e nonh of this doorway, A line Creasing
aiel three corbels for the west alley roof e e seen on the diy room wall immedinely
poseth Of thet jeredorier
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Avannmclnic

The site of the reredoner und the aren nrounc it appears to bave been elewred wel de-tuifed
hefome huilding began us no signs of an ofd ground surface were ohserved, There wis omly
ane possibly pre-monasiic leature—a pie close (o the norheast comer of the rercdorier.
which may have resulted fron the removal of @ ee or shrub,

Tl use o which the nonbern grownd foor room of the reredorer was i unceriain,
Excap in Penod IV (e liflcenthfearly sdxieemh contury) (he only seeess i this toom
appears 0 hive been from the monks” day roeom, There was no m'ltlmu, al’ a doorwuy in
the nunth wall nor of @ firepluce in 2ither the nonh or gast wall. Any evidence in the north
wall winlil have been destroyed by the subsian il pest=Chssolution rebhing. There were oo
sivns i the fhors or muke- gy Bivers, m the forme ol remewed surfuces or burming odjucem
ty the walls, 1o show where u door or firephice might have been, The anly indicinigns of
heating in the room were in Pariod T (lute thireenly century b—wlizn I.urp., flut stone lise
tr the cust wall would uppear w have been the base for o Dirazier, us ash wis fuund thove
and uround dt—and in Period L Clate foureenth century ), when the surface o the eastemn
et of the room wies clirred, aeiin sugeesting wse of  brazier.

The room would beve needed lghiing s it fuced nonh, There was probibly ilso o covered
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Cleeve Abbey Reredorter

Pepiod 1V

A imiaiae i

e b

way w0 i nortly, en the souih side of the infiemary closier, further educing the avialable
light, Mo light would have come from the south bectuse of the dri, This roonm was mosi
probubly the novieces” day room, althoueh the presence of partitions and of o pessible yesti-
Bl il the woest endd s be imsdicative of @ differomt Tusetion. The finds from Periods 1 nd
[ sere sl suggesthve of any purticalar functien which this romm mighe bave Jod,

The msenion i Perod T of oo deine coning the full lenath of the northem rosm
wrks s comversion oo growencd Hoor erine, The reom wis divided into 0o seeios by
a panition abligned nonb-soumbe Ta the west ol this thene appear 10 huve been cubicles while
[ the cast there was o relsiively open area, perhbaps wsed for woshing, The oom scemes 1o
lave contied in wse as o Badne vight up o the Dissolution us the posts sopporting e
cubicle partidons were repliced wnd e line cominued funber et in Panod 1V

The Moors o e sonhern gonin appeasr 00 hove been of clay o monar mther Whan ol
mber or stone o much of the me. However, o small ares of bumt wood wowands the
northwest corner of the rooo i Period L {dmid-tineemb cemury) mighl have been o rem-
mnt ol i tinber Qoon I Period IV B0 s possible tae the Ooor wos paved with Bagsiones
s the pies For the Une of posts soppurting e partitions were visible immedinely apan
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removitl of the post-Dissalnion destruerion debris, No Hagsaones survived 1o contirm this
hecause of the rabbing.

Ao atitedh abowe, the fow ol wuter irmigl e reredorier was Trom et (o west and the
dram then passed sowh of the frter, When the frer fnee was rebuill in the second bull
ot ihe hileenth century the drnn wis divenied so bl i fushed the sardarbes of the corod-
s apartments below the pew frmer The orgmal channel wis probubly Blikked bl ihis
e although grovves in the walls of hoth chinnels where they diverped sugoeses it they
iy have Functioned simuliareousty e g while The critves may love been for sloicees
wlich held waner back within the reredoner, Signs ol o simily arrngement were Tound ol
the Donvmcun Priory. Chelmsford (Drury 19740 There many possibly have been slifees
canmolling the Aow of water inte the reredomer and the deain in the northem eoom s well
but nw evidency survived becouse of posi-Dissoluion robbing. Grooves [or sluice ity
comtrolling the flow of water i o reredoner lave been found w1 Chelmsond and Hoxley
Abbey, Kent {Tester 1473,

Althougli the seengiure shove the drain w e east of the reredores iy have been asso-
ated with possible sluices, the function of he building @ e west is less certain, Both the
mitn anel subsidiary drains were capped in this srea and there were no signs Gf wloices
operible from inside the building. 11 would ave obseured the eastern window at the south
end of the day conmi i i evidence for sm enirmee survive,

The funetion of the building 10 the cast of ihe reredener is unclear bt the strucione
unclerwent severul chinges during the maonpstic period. [n Pedod | the porhem wall may
have served merely 1o enclose e infirmary eloister, although whye it was not buib o the
siime ling as the north wall of the reredorier s o pvstery, The southern it of te building
i e taing 1 ancdegd iere wos i osouth owall i Period 1 o Period 1 (e v Toureemhb
century ] o will was built shove the nohem side of the main draan bue orly the fowest
cowmrae survived, A plaster Fiee on the sowh fice of the north wall Wity b contempoony
with the new wall bt oo trece of o Qoor survived, The narmew drin insened in Period 11
cul ueress the sobwest comae of e custern building but was eappad, nul epen. In Period
IV the northern wall of e custern building was demolished and o new wall buill which
wontinmed the line of the nocl side of the reredorer, & frogment of window glis (517 139,
recomded us coming from the erginal northens wall, may hove got there when the wall was
teduced in beight and tha new northern wadl buil, The new wall was of much posiirer quility
Tham that which it replueed and appears 1o huve been rebuill itsell, The southern will s
alwi et o this period although fis position renaned unchanzed.

accass Wwothe custern building was probably from the cloisier, but this Is uneeruin In
Period IV, hoswever, s doorway appeiars to huve been toreed in the enst wall of the reredorter.
I0is possible thae there way also an enmce in the west end of the nenh wall of the castemn
building, Avihe beginning ol Perod IV the line af pusts in the sonber oom was continied
hromeh ke the building but in Period IVh the posis were removed and a timber Noor
nserted, Fuim impressions of the beams supporting the oo were sealed I the pesi-
Drissolution destruction debis,

The antimary eliister 40 the nonth of the reredones wus reached through a doorway in
thee east wall 0F the monks” day roonw The somh alley wis cobbled and ar least |,3m wide.
The outer wall of the alley, which would have supponted ihe pemt-roed, was ouesitde (he g
of excavution, It is possible thue e cloister may have Gallen inte disrepair with the deeline
i the fortmes of the abbey as the roof and cobhles seem 10 luve been removed v Period
i,

The areading of the cluisier wis probably iy plain i perhaps consisicd of Lefoil-
headed arches supported by Blue Tiss colurms, similar 1o those i the enirance 1o the chapier
hiouse, Froomens of lius eolumns were found in il mithesup assochined with the drain in
the nonthem room of the reredorter, More fmements of eolumns wid other arehieeel
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fragments were meorporiied i the cobbles whieh formed oorepewed loonne of ihe souih
ablex of the iirmiry cloister in Period 1Y,

Aopart ol e rensodelling in Period [V some of the windows wene replaced, Severs|
fragments of | Sthecurly 16th comary windew elass were Touml, a5 well as frignsenis of
L3ih cemtory gluss Froon e original feaestagion, Ve lole window lesd wos Tound and i
is posaible thar i wis salvaged Tor re-use.

It s possible thut seme of the arehitecturd (ngmenis onod came from the grea cloister,
the south alley of which wie remodelled inthe fiftzenth century when e Trter waos
reatligied, The west alley of the grenl eloister wits being ebuilt it the e ol He Dhssalution.
Muny miere pleces of woerked stone were Toud i the posi-Dhissolution destruetion debris
overlving the reredoner. inehuding fragments of racery probably From the duy rosm win-
clovws,

The reredorier was demolished (ollowimg the Bassolution of the abbey in 15336 and it
destric i wins conmplete By oo 1R300 The oo of the main dron was obbed witdim and 1
thee iyt of the reredoner and replaced by i roovgeh rubble desin shich was no0 very effective
The deorwiy i e esst wall oF the iy roann wis Blogcked wml other alteritions nude R
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its wse as a furm building. There wis no stroctaral activite on the site of the reredorter afier
the: Bisselution umil the grection of o wall and hedge n modern imes.

BN EN

Errucy, Fod, 19740 Chetmsiond Dominican Bror: The Excaviion of the Reredoter, VA, Frene
Evien el Soe, vol, 6, 08|
Tester, UL ITY “Exeveationes il Bosley Abbes”. Avefarealogle Coaniiamae val, 88, 129-154

Winisow Giass. by Kichind Marks

Eleven framents of medieval window gliss wene discovered during the escavations, ull in
acvanced stages of de-vitr fiestion throueh prolonged burisl. AL ippear 0 Be of white glass
el all excepr three retain wnees of puinted and fired decoration. frony which i ean b
established that they dute vurnously fromm e 13b il e I5th-carty LOih centuries, The
curlier fragments comprise stvliserl leuves and stems inoerisaiffe (while gluse) ol similor
pe W these foond a0 Hailes Abbey i Gloveestershires' one of the fragments bas those
motifs oo o crosslatehed geound which indieaes o dae in the fest ball of the |3l CeTHIrY,
Both the Cleeve and Hailes designs are not peculiar 1o the Cistercians, by Buelinnng #i tlie
veneral eepertore of weisoilfe window decorion in Englund during the period, as evideneed
Iy Limcedn and Salishury Cahedrals?

The 15th and sarly 16th-century frigments are abso in whine gluss, although the two with
border seonfs coploy vallow-sinin, Both Border designs are eommuon in English ke medic-
val glizing, No delinile traces were found of figural ar historimed elazng, althoueh the
Igment with (he *Bluck-lener” Tnsenprion pechiups wis originadly assoeined witl o figiire
or seene. This should cause no surprise, for the English Clstescians, fike their Cominenial
voumerparts, fd lone siee inmoduced oures o colomed glass ino their windows. !

NiseEs

oo B Marks. "Clistercian window glass in England and Wiles™ in © Norien and D Park
(e ) Crsrercian Art amd Architecsre in the Brigsh baes, Cambridge 1956, Fip, 25,
[,

2 I, pp 215217,

Ao bl pp 217214

The Froapmenis

BI31A0 Context 425; 5F 7; from Period V demolition debris,
Notraees of puint

RIS Contex) 474 5F 1L from floor within nonh room. Period 1V,
Unidentifinble painted decorution en one surface.

B2M52; Comext A23; §F 16 from Perdod V demaolition debiis,

Mo trmces of painl.

823153: Contexy 335 81 18, probubly from rabbing of Period [ wall 10 eust of resedorer,
Admost eomplete frugment of o fomal design from a border of o window light. The
ilesign comprises (wo leives speinging from o bud within o dinmond-shaped framing;
the spundrels are filled by folime designs, Thiee of the edges bear the marks ol the
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glazier’s prozing-tron, The gless wis ardgiomally white with vellow-stam decortion. [Sth-

curly 16t century.

RIS Context 325) SF 23 from Beami-slot 1o cast of reredorer, Parlod 1V,

A differen border design of o vellow-stin crown picked o on a painted i wrumid
Three of the edges are grozed, Crowns mse a common medievul border desizn fronn e
Idth centary emwards: this paticalar pieee is of L3h century dute.

#2355 Context 5560 51 28; from Ysabe-hole o cost of reredorier, Perisd TV,
Uniclentifiable puinted deconion on one surfuce, One edse s grozed,

B30 Contest 462 51 30k from surfice w nonh of reredorier, preriod 1Y
[ea very idvanced see of cliemical decomposition. Unidemifable paimied decormiog
e e surlace,

RIZIST: Comest 382; 8F 39 (ram silting of monastic drum, Period
o tmmees of i,

S23158: Contest SRO0 SF 0, from shallvw depression within porth rooem, Paciod b,
Truces of siems und teives o a cross-hutehed gromd. Thiee of the edaes ae groced.
Extensive pining through weabering on external surfuce of glyse, First bull of 13th
cenliry,

RIZHT: Comeat 314 SF 1 from Period VY demolition debris,

Begmming or eod of a0 “bluck-lener” fnseripiion or label, Two edees me groed, | Sth-
curly 1aeh centuries,

AIFHZE Comeexd 347 5F 3; from Period W demolition debris,

Fragment with siylised leaves and stems, 130 Ceniniey,

Wikt Lizan, by Bumy Knighi

Siw fragmems were received inhe Anciemt Monuments Luboratory und are briefly dascribed

ds Tollows,

RIFNAN Context 423; SF 215 from Period ¥V demolition debris,
Twa decuyed frugments, tvpe C, gne with soldered Juint, ity split in the wels,
lenglhs Stmm and 5mm. joined o another picee 33mm long W from one e,
Width of Hange 4. 7mm. depth Smm. widih of groove 2 Smm (hard 0 messiare due (o
ilisterctson),

N33, Comtext 525; SF 25; from beam-slur o B of rerstlorer. Period 1V,
e Tragment, type €, length $mn,
Width ol fuege 4 2mm, depeh 5.7
s Clpstonion).

NI3133: Contexnt 3360 5F 290 from chunned erewed above monastic deadn in Perind V.
(e pieee, type A imosed, cun both ends. Heavy with prominent lash, Length 155mmn.
Wiclth ol flange Sonn, deph Ymm, wilih ol groose 3 5mm.

S2IE2A Cowntent 300 T Period W denmolition debris,
Trscery fragment, tvpe Cowith dengih ol vpe A soldered woone Tace ds i tie, The te
appeirs o come from the bottom dnge’ end of e lead mould a8 e [hiamzes tapeer 1
almaost aothing. Mux lengih Sthome mux width 330, wowd length of e 210mm.
Tpe C2widhih of hinee 3 fanm, depel 6,0mm, width of groove 2.8mm.
Fype At widih of Bange 460w, deptb 7.5mm, widih of groove 2, 8mm.

RZIRTL Contexr 320 from Perdod ¥ demalition debris.
Twovery decuyed fragimenis, one probably not come. the ofher pissibly canme splil in
the web, Length 3inm

NIAADF Comext 462 from Peniod [V surface 1 N of reretlorer,

wthtly oof grovee 3 3mm (hird 10 measure idpe
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Three feagrments, type C puetly sphil o webe two with remains of solder. Lensths
At Wimm d | Wi,

Widih of Dunge 4 5mm, depl 3.0, wich of ersove 2 3mn,

Unfermomiely these small Tragmemts of camie tell us very Little abont the gliing history
ul Cleeve Ahbey, The small guanuty recovered indicanes the thoroughness of the post-
Dissolution robbing. The pieces esumined are all tvpically “medievul’” cust cames
rather than post-medieval mrmed lead, and all e picces tha appeae 1o havie been sl
For sluring ae pared cames, type C The pwo escepions which are tvpe A, s ciisl, e
AZ3133 qnwd the piece used as o tie on 823823, Thie first Is unwsed s i1 bas clearly been
cut i boh ends ol Tios no soldered joints, Soeh pieces are likely to have been dis-
cirded by plugiers when tising the gliss panels e positon, The plece used a5 o e
dappetrs o o frem e bottom Cinged) end of the mouald and swonld hive been
wisuntible for ghasing as te Banees sper awiy o nothing, It would bave heen perfect |y
spitable s oo, and theee woold Bave been no need o pare off e custing lhssh for
this application.

Toe Sarant Fisns, by Qi Mol

Avknowledgemeis:
| ann most grateful i Miss Sarin Butcher for providing the doting and comparunda Tor the
Roman bow Brooch which is given in ihe canilogire.

INTRODUCT ey
107 shjects were cxamined from the excavitions ul the Cistercian Monpsieny of Cleeve
Abbey, Somerset (6 lead tems in Avebory Musieum were, unforunately, anivailable for
siudy), The report consisis o 4 briel discussion of the objeers recovered, o summary of ihe
objects tound within cach phase and o catilogue of the Gods in AML ownber oider, A ikt
o the types of abjecy lound und the quuntity recovered is grven in hle |

Olgects nuentioned inothe eyt are followed B theeir sl fing mamiber, when applicuble,
und their uwigue AML muomber. These object noambers preceded by o sstarisk * Tove been
illvistradedl

THMCTINAICIN,
The dinds come from the 1980- 1982 excovations of the growmd Hoor of the monks' rere-
dorter, 365 (43) of the finds occuered i oo mabe-up and are Bkely o be nedeposied,
including o Rooin bow brooch 0% SFES B3NN of eapper alloy dating te the mid sy
cemury which oceurred residunlly within u oor muke-up deposit of e 1 centary dute
A Frcher THS: (19) cume trom posi-Dissolution demolition debris. the luges sinple proup,

The finds comprised a limied ranee of persoml, domesiic aned structural lems, No ohject
can B aeparded us specifically rellecting the coclesiostical nutire of the sie with e possible
exceplion of the hewd from o bone porchment prcker (% SF9 884005 Tronn a0 lue L3k
century floor deposit (4700 see Geddes i Hare 1955 14000 G 3 selechion of complete
parclinenl prickers from a0 Dissolution rubhish deposit outside the reregdorer a0 Bunle
Abbey, Easl Susses. [ the absence of o beter inerpretation it s lenipting 1o sugeest it
the group of 27 small copper alloy rnes (% 5838 823 1410 found wogeber witlin a lae 1dih
centry loer o snake-up deposi (570 are spacer beads, peraibly from o rosary, ahe ager
oraunic beads hetween having perished, The size of their comml perlorition suggests tha,
i1 Beaila, they were ariginally seung on o coml radher thun o e,

Fureod decored copper allov buckle frame (% 3 SAUO0RY with tuces of vernis birun
within the decorative gmooves ocourmed im post=Dissolution demolition debris (5377, Vernis
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B, o deconnive surface echnlgue deserbed by Theophilus (chape
Stunley Smith 1979), s found on highly decormive items, ineluding reliqusrties and cskets,
amd ncigates thot the buckle was an eapensive iiem of high guality,

The smill number of peesonal items fonnd can be parulleled by fnds from sites of similar
diste, The smnll bone scoep (% S1F33 BAUNT) frivm an eurly Thihe cemury lonr (601 nus
e been used for mixing aod dispensime medicaments, The bowl is of similur shape 1o 0
capper alloy example Trom L Augustioe’s Abbev, Cunterbury (Sherlock wnd Wiods 1988
fig 68 no SThohougln w have been wsed i mioicure, ad o eilded pewier egample 6F mid
Ll cemury dane Trom Cuckoo Lime, Southumpion (Pl and Coleman-Simnh 1975 ne 2446
e PHOTE The sl wiler implemem of copper alloy (% SF24 823138) recovered (rom the
Al oF wn carly 1o cemury beamestel (325) can be paralleled by an esample Trom Baitle
Ahbew . Fust Sussex (b gz 532 a6 76,

Similurl v, ahe decorative trefoil mount of eopper alloy (% SF22 R23137) fomnd o post-
Dissoluton desiroction debris (023) is compurable with a pilded five petalled boss from a
Dissolution laver ot Maison Diew, Ospringe (Goodadl in Smith 1979 fig 235 no 1320 The
single copper alloy dressmaking pin 0% 51720 8230139 found can be puralleled by finds from
nmerous luter Medieval/Post Medieval eseaviions, us cun the anmulur copper alloy ring
(* SFIT RIBIEG) recoverced,

Domestie romwork comprised o Mragment of knife Blade (% 8238470 Trom the (81 af
irusive feature within Pesiod D (Jawe Jdth-mid 15th centuey, 543) and u key. The key
C S2ANA3 Trom ke Dsthfearly 160h century make-up (328), opermed o simple, single ward
lock with a cenirel projeciing pin, The shipe of the bow sugpests o 1 3th=14h contury date
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PLMME fvpe [T Ware] Perkins [, L3670 5o that ot may be residwl within the dieposit.

Acoovlimdeical 23 oneee ek weighn 1 514 60006 wus Towid g post-Dissalingim
demaolition debris.

Structurul fintings included 2 iron split=pains or possibly unosed mng-headed  staplos
CFRIARAE, T REE 0w won pan ks, The velacively sl guannioy of teber mnls and e
broken shanks recovered oceurred in all periodds, with the escoprion of Periods [oand [V,
Al were of Goodull®s Type T owith sguare seetioned shanks e i heads (Gomlall i
Hugging 1973, 173),

RErenbEscis

Adluy, 11 PELL Medieval coml Proot-Medaesal hindds fom Bscter 197 1=1980 Eoeder Arctaesdoedinal
oty b

Hare, 1, I 1a50 Bande Ahbey, The Easierm Ranee ol the Escaviimons of 19788 SR e
evicil Kepgrt 2

Flvwahome, ), G, & Standey St 0 BT Tram<ldion with inoroduenisn aned manes ol Thesshilos
" avery AT

Phageines, B0 & B, I978  Bacavatiens of o Momastic Forge aml Saso-Somm Enclosmme, Wal-
thien Abbey, Esses 1972-1073"" Even Avefurcofogy aned History V', 137-184

Pl O & Coleman=Smah. K 1973, Ewamvadons @0 Medieova! Sontlaepion, T955= 008, Vilume 2
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PEREOLY S fmdid 230k vy
Acsingle fragment of bom sheet (SFR 823136 oceurred within u loar deposit (613,

PERIIEY Mot fyneedy D48 conmiry]
A fragment of iron strap. possibly o knife blide (5 891501, and o fraemment of iron wisie
(B23RA5CY pecurred in oo mphe-up (61 3),

Dwpe | onuils were also fows! io Period D deposite.

PERICHY W (ol (52 cenary)
A osmull bone scoop (* SF33 86U00T) was found 1n o floor deposive (0013, 1 1vpe 1 nail was
alsor found in Period [Tl depusis,

PEREE W fluse 100 conmry)
A mahe-upiilons depesit (387) contained 27 sinall copper alloy dogs (% SF38 8231300, an
men hrooeh pin (7 SFA8 4230470 dismteorated leabe Mugments (SFEM 823103, 51747
A231) and g residual Boman brooeh of copper alloy (* 5F3 8300001 A fragment of
copper alloy wiste (SF34 823 140) also oceurred in make-up (479

A irom split pin or rimg-headed sgiple (= 8915109 was found within an infrasive feiine
A A second examiple i K238 poe wrred B carly 15 conury deposit (5533, ee
brrlowy

A Trugment of norrow knife blude (* 823847) wlong with 2 Twvpe | onails el 3 shuplk
oceurred in the W of s ininesive featre (5-43),

2Type 1 owails and s heoken shank were slso Gl in Pencd N deposiia,

PERNHD Tith fearlveiind 150h cenbiry)
Anaron split pin (% 82384580 wnd o frugment of offcul lead sheat (0 SF31 8231330 were
feundh in make-up (353). 2 Type | oails were ulso Tound i Period 1k deposis,

SN (Vs foriel-foene § 580 connieme)
The hewd of 4 hone parchinemt pricker (* SFU 869005 acourred in o o depuasil (474 A
sl copper alloy pin with o wine wound lead €0 SE20 823 130) and un iron borseshoe nail
0 W3R wore found in makcsup (339,

8 Tvpu | mls, | shank and o fragment of iron shig also oceurred i Pagiod 1V e pssily

PERNMNE IV |q'u.l'.l'_'.' fhr ey

A copper alloy 2ar seoop (% SF22 8231 84) occumed within the fill of beamslon (325), A
fragment of lead stem (SF 8231350 way found in cobbled swurfice (5223 nonl of the rene
carter, whilst a lirge inon rotry key (% 5238430 was fooml within a miake-up dopesit (324),
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Fig, 13

Aviron penmunnubar ting, possibly o U-shaped siple (K23833), along with 3 Tvpe | nails
amdl 4 whaiks wos foond Do the G0 ISR ol e moin drain wesi of e reredonen the line
of 1he dimin was wltered in the I3t century bt the tinds Groum the G110 mdgh beelong o

1:':.'Ii|'H| 1'-1.

PERNMY V(130 1530

Pan ol decored copper alloy buekle frame £ SE36 869008 was found in g soakiway

(557,

Crenerad demnlition debns (323, 4250 5317 conined g trefoil-slinped mount {4+ 5122
R2II3T) and o ring (¥ SFIT 823036) of copper ultoy, o evlindrical 2.5 ounce Tead weigh (¢
SFI B6MIN6N, @ heavy won shank, possibly o sl punch (% B913088 3 possible collar

Fermude (% SFIS BZ3045) amd o Frogment of o shee (8234310,
T lvpe | onanls unel 8§ shank Fragnivms selso ocourred o Perod W diposins,



The Exeavarfon of the Secedprree e Cleeve Alsbey, Semierser el

Saaari, Finess Cavarodiies AML No. Oeong

Ahbmeviaioms nseil: AT Adter Tremtment

elizm = et

one = gnciusied

i1k = iliking

ht = [l

I = length

s = muxinim

nnin = HHninm

nu = mnl limetres

th = Thickness

W = withh

N = M-ty Mo Afe incatmen)
K23134 Culnest 333 Pordod [ 5131

fenl Sheel

Length of mlled Ba-sectioned sheer wite o mol=hole g1 ome edee, 2 edees are cul. othees
arc toen. Olfcun Treated, imrelled, 1 ofmme w 45mm

823135 Conesi 322 Penid VB SIF33

el Seem

Length ol round-sectioned stem, beoken w cach end, | 33mme dinm 4mm

H23l36 Context 517 Dagid WV a7

Cupper Allow Ring

Admular ring with Matiened wpper dnd fower Tces, varving i arme width asd thlekness, File
maarks visible o both fuces Tremed  Complere,

Chueer digon 22mmg aoner diam [ Tmmg mas 0 2.3 may w 3

Phites ARTORAE AT

R23137 Contes) 423 Perod V 5F2.
Copper Alloy Mouim

Tretoil-shaped ling witl large central hole sorrounded by 3 leaf-shaped Qunges cach pere-
forued by o round river hole, File nirks present on the upper surface. Trewed, Conplere,
slax | 30mm; comral hole dim [Emm

Fhustie ASTHYIS (AT

K231 34 Comest 525 Poriodd BV SF20

Copper Alloy Toilet Implemen

Ear scoup with slender twisted siem with o podgted g atening ae the other end faio 3
shiallosw scogp. brokoen. Almost complete, Treobed,

[ A2 sten dinm D scoap | Soend sconp w 3.35mm

Pheao ARTOY3S (AT)

B23139 Comreny 3350 Pericdl [Va 5526

Copper Allay Pin

Crressmaking pin swith shender romd-seetionec stem with poanted 1p and wire womd e
of o single coil arownd o e stem end, Be, Compleie, Treuted.

| 28 stem diam Lo heawd dion | S

Plistas ARTIZS (AT

W30 Comrest 79 Perieal [y SF34

Coppor Alloy Waste

Fragmem with no distinguisting feutures

O]



AN Somerser Avvheclopr and Newovad Hispory, U095

AL

HIAR-P

Iag. |4

R3304 Conmtest 387 Pecid I 5F38

Copper Alloy Snall Bings

27 sl smmolur rings of recrngulnr section. 25 of eircular protile dinm Smme w2 300
and 2 with an smgulur outer profile dison 3.5mim; w 3mm. Some found encrusted (ogether
when eacuvaied, Complete, Treated.

Phato ARTOUIL CAT)

K23142 Caomtest 387 Period [ SF48

ot Stem

Langih ol fine round-sectoned stemfwire, sinueus in profile and with chiselcut ends: poss-
ibly o brooch pin, lncompleie. Treated XA 4663 4971,

I 3T diume Ldnim

Photey ARTODES (AT)

BIF[E3 Comext 357 Period s S

Lesiher

Disimegrated: conservimion list deseription suggests 1t o have been tie rolled ool termin-
iian of a lace,



Pl vcavaion of the Kevedortee ar Cleeve Abbey, Somporsot E,

K231 Conmgest 347 Perod o SE27
Soil possibly contuining smill fagments of leather no longer idensifiahle.
23145 Coqtest 425 Period v L H

Fromy Corllur Ferrule

Rectangulir-sectioned strip apering (o ) pointed tip and sprianl 1y vorled meo a ring, Possibly
i collar ferule o \Iill]?l\ i relled olfew, © Jomplete, Clemned, KA 3683 dom [mm; mus w
Sinm

Phuto ASTIS (AT

B2 kb Comex] 65343 Perod [y SFL

Irin Sheei

Rectangular fragmem of at=sectioned sheet, One edpe straighr, possibly orzinal, others are
broken. Incomplete. Panially leaned. XA 4053 1 380 w 29mm

Macsten ARTIRAS (AT

HIIRI0 Conient 423 Peried W K-

Irom fils

2ivpe | omails o ooshank enc, ik NA 6%3

BIFET| Conteal 425 Porod Y SIF-

[rom Shew

Hewvily encrusted Tragment of flat-sectioned sheen, all edees broken, Ineompleie, 54 4683,
I dlbrune; w < 3mimn

H23R32 Comtest 445 Parboo W S
from Muils

3vpe | oaails and 2 slenk fragmenis enc, Ik 54 4683

RIIRIZA Contest 438 Period 1Y SF-

o RinpfSiuple

Sinall pemannulir ring wpering 10 2 pently pointed arms, Very liltle metal visible in s Gy,
parsaibly w L-shuped siple. W nmplem XA 4684 dium 27mm

LR R Comesi 438 Penod 1Y SE-

Irnn Mals

Hawpe D ooails and 4 shanks, coe KA 4R

HIAK3A Contese 460 Pereagl W2 Sk

Iriven INuils

Tape |l with luege fim head, enc, ik XA 4683 and 3 shunks

23RS Contesl 400 Tened 1Yy SF-

lrov Muil

Type 1, ene. Ak XA 4084

HI3RI0 Context 479 Perlod INa - 5F-

[T Wails

Towpe | onoals with relively hwrge heods ond 2 shanks ene, Tk XA 2684

wIIRIT Context 474 Perod [l 5F-

Iren Mail

Twpe |, ene, 1k XA 3654

AIANTN Context 479 Pagiad [ SF-

Irosn il

ahank, cleaned, KA 2084

R2iR30 Conteat 4al Penod 16 SF-

[rivn Ml

Twpe 1, e Mk XA 4684

23R Comedt 481 Period IV 8-

Froom Ml

Twpe 1, enw heavily, stone pdhering, XA 65



a2 Senervser Avilgeeebon v amd Nevtorad Histerey, JHEN

HEiNdI Conmtext 452 Pedod Hin SF-

From il

Tepe 1, ene heavily, XA Jdikd

813842 Conmtend 307 Period SF-

[room Ml

Shunk, enc, Ak XA 684

HIARLR Crmiest 328 Perjod [V 5k

Irom Kew

Lirge rotary. kev with thick romnil-sectioned hollow siem, rectangolur bie with o single
Teslaped vouh eut out wnd o Lirge oval bowe o round section, Complele. Cleanod. XA 36835
U IS | 133w stem disan | 3 Bowe diome 30 2 dhmm: biv § 26 2 2Mnan

Pliesin AHTOAM (AT

H23544 Compext 330 Period ¥ SF

Iresrs Bl

Type | onail ind 2liank lragiment, ene XA 2685

H23545 Comtest 337 Period Vo §F-

fron Muil

2aype | onuils, clenched, ene, 1k SA 685

B3Nl Contest 344 Period [ al-

Irors Muif

Tupe | gl sl shik, enc. Mk NA L6835

RIIETA Conilesl 345 Pepiod [y SF-

Iroig Bl

Length of narrow blude with stright buek and broken edge, broken i each end. Incompleie.
Tremed, XA 4683, 1 T, mux w Tomm; back dh dmm

H23R47H Comest 343 Penod 1Ty SF-

Irone Muil

Twpe | nual. ene, KA 4685

H23NIH Conlext 353 Peeiodd 1K SF-

Erop Staple

Clip comprising o rectingulur-secnoned strip foldad 1o produce an eve ol one end wil
wpenng oo pair of straight wrms with pomted terminals, SHgliy carved in profile. Spli
pin or ring-headed sple, Complete. Cleaned: XA 043, Similue o 8Y13 10, 1 80mm: bemd
i o mi w Smm

it ARTURIT (AT

HIGRL Comtent 338 Poredd IV 5F-

[rem Ml

Shunk, enc and Tragment of ship, XA J680

823830 Comest 3800 Period [ 5F.

[ |

2ivpe | onails, 2 oshak fraginents amd o fregment of non-ferrous shag, XA 686G

H23K5| Comrext 391 Pepod Ml SF-

[ Mail

Type bl ene, KA 2686

R2IRAD Conteyd 39 Popod Y SF-

[rawer Ml

Type |l enc. XA 468G

nl3H53 Contexi 6001 erod [1h Sh-

lan el

Type | onail, ence XA 646



Fhee Bveavirireon of tie Revedovier ar Cleeve Alibey, Somecaey LKl

AZ3HAR Congest 615 P 1 L
Irisey Ml
2vpe Dooils, Complete. cne heasily, XA ABR6
KR Crgest G130 Perdiogd 1 R
Iresn Wsie
Fragowent with oo distingwishone featores, ene. | 73mnims w 36nin)
mAl) Cunbest 387 Parined s S13
Copper Alloy Bow Bioaeh
Sirngle cast Bow brooch st olled-undese Deged forming a tibe o il the s bare fore the
hitged pine A centeal slol is prosent gooake the wension log of e hineed pin The peotly
lurped bow D o Iriengular section tpering oo plain poimged oo with o solid catchplaie,
povw Broken, The bow s decormed by an incised e wlong cuch edoe, prodluced o the
cashing.
Aduest commplere, Treated, XEF malvses ol copper and (i,
| Z6mam: heod o T8imn mas bow w L dmm
Photo ARTOS3] (AT
Noexnovl parallel is koo ol preseo o Saemin Boeher Do e Broocl is cleardy relinedd
wy the diest contry siip bow brooches of " NMocden Casile type™” oy recosmsed by Hull
ulthough the Cleeve Abbey caample 15 cost not Dik-setioned as he others, 1ooshape and
el construction, b ao decoention, 8 1 qubte close i ihe following examples:
Hud Hill. Bralsford 1962, C35, C36
Muddlen Castle, Wheeler 19043, fig 84 00 18 p 261
Crorclisster, Wollaston Howse (CEU Haclazlor Tortheomanay TR16THL Talfdu2
Charterhouse-on-Sendip, onpublished, e Bosiol SMuseom, several cxamples,
The Bromeh seems e bie o local produes, Mo continemal esamples e known and the British
eramples are concentemed o the southowest The hesd construction s typival of the
examples listed above and sherelone the Cleeve Abbey broceh Bs Tekely W daie arouml the
sannie (e s i first epoiury o shigltly earlior
A0GNS Contest <473 Peneod 1Vy - STFY
Fonwe Parclnoem Mrcke
Hesel with paired bead-and-reel decoraive mooldings, Goe el bs smwethed witls Timear lile
mtarha visible, e ot eod Bas Do saapped of 1 Betore the steon | oo pa diam Taan
iGN Conest 425 Pegiod V SF14
Lo Wizl
Smull eylindrical weishn wiob o Ao, oval base Flimened cenmally-pierced suspension foop
crepied by piachng the wop ol the evlinder, Complee Treaed, HE 33mm; diam | S
wight 63,20 {00 2 502)
BHM(NT Comiest 6l Pered [ SR
Hisne Scaop
Sl seoop wmumil winh o broken rowmd-see Doned stem bandle Incomplete, T 34mme steni
i 3 3mng sconp | Hmimg seoopow Smim
Fhotn ARTOUES (AT
RALLIE Cuoniext 337 Ponod WV 5136
Copper Alloy Huckle
Sl Deslhegped buekle frome of plinosconves section. pin e missing. Frme 7 decoruted
with Tinear cust ormament ineluding 3 horizontal es o either side oF the pin rest with o
teartherzl ling o either side of the corved Mume. Case. Possibly broken frome o smadl dooble
CHgure-of-eight'” fraome originally. Blick moterial present i the grooves lonmd during ele-
ding is lhely o be Yemis Brom Incomplets, Treansd,
[l lovm: w Tamme: am w dmm
Phuiies ARTODIS {AT)




A Sonmerwer Avefieofog v wnd Novral Hiviory, TGS

Kb A0 Comest 423 Perod SF-

I Purnch

Rectmgoloe-seetoned sk wpering Gom @ Natened head w proirtied ip. Possibly o smull
funch, Complere, ik, XA 4653

F I Emimn mus w Bamm: i 1hmm

Flinte ASTHII| (AT

b BIEY Coriatent 558 Pepgd Vo SF-

I Horseshioe Nail

Luter Medieval horseshoe mail with reclungular-sectioned shank faperme s polored g,
expantding a1 the other cod imo o eoboid heud from o slight shoulder, Hewd Ui
unbreken, Uinnsed. Almost compleie, Cleaned, N A J656

I 3t bead T S head w Yo

Ihotee AHTORAS (AT

L T Ciontest 591 Perud Nl SF-

lvon Staple

Clip comprivmg recimgulur-seetioned sirip folded doubls w produce an eve with u pudr o
arms tupering slightly i the Blung stright serminals, Split i or ping-headed swaple, Com-
et Treuted. Siimilar 1o 823848,

I BOmws s w T min w 3mim: eye s Bmm

Moty ARTIIT (AT)

HY 1 Comest 613 Period Ha Sl

Iron SrapBlade

Fragment ol narrow Blude/strup with stimighl hack and edee meenng o o gently ounded
fip. Nevlistinet edge visible in a-muy or on ohject, incompleie, $A 4656, | Stmm w | Smm:
s th 2

Pl ARTONAS (AT

The Fisnnosis Fuose A L3oof14mn Cenvrcey Dirosir a1 Clesve ARREY, SOMERSIT,
ey ALsos Losrinn

Stirttentenry

Aosample sealed by the nake-up of o foor o the eredoner i Cleeyve Abhbey wus
sieved und found W contisln a variety af marine fishy all of these would have heen
eitent, Thee ubbey heing only live miles from the coast, iensporimtion of fresh fish soouldd
mil have heen u problem. As well as the fish hones b fragmenis of s, sheep, biwies
nf domestie: fowl, bluckbird and shell rogmens of oveler, whelk and el were also
plentifiey,

flaiprisre;

Atk sumple of o deposit (context 618) of Lae 13k s early 1hb cantary dite (Period 1h)
fronn Beneath the floor (contest 607} of 0 oo in the gromnd Hoor ol the recedorer wus
wel sieved, Fragments of bone and shell were extrcied.

A nwmber of fish bones were identitiable 1w species or group level: Bel (Anguilla
anegteifles), erming (Cwlpea harengrsh, haddock (Mefanageammis aeglefinus), whiting
(Mevianpins meriargns). Gudoid indet, huke (Merluceius mevdieetus), gurnard (Telgdideey,
nickerel (Seanter seambvas) and plaice/Nounder {Plouronectes plates sealPefivditdevy Hesns)

The mumber of hones is summarised helow:



The Evcevanion af the Reredorter ar Cleeve Ahhey, Somerser 35

Spevies Skall Vert Cither Testul
Eel ] — 2
Hermng — 3 — 3
Findelngk 3 i) — 7
Whitims — T | asterhiih b
Ciudoid {ef fmm cod) = fi = f
Hike — 3 — 3
Cumurd I — 3 i ray i
Mackerel — | — I
PlaicefFlounder | fy — 7
Tt T Rl 4 41

A mmber of indeterminme frocments, such as fin rays. weee alse found which Tuve nol
bean included in the table

Al the fish are marine, cxcept fur el which ahbough pan OF s Hife evele is spent in the
apen peei is sty cinegln inesneles ad rivers. Sinee the abbey is only 3 omikes Do
the const transporation of fresh Geb o would Tave presemed oo diflicalties. Infomtion on
the baoloey of 1hese specivs can be found in Wheelar 1975,

[3espite the presence of Gish ponds ut Clegve where woter wits devwn of 7 ihe viver o drive
twer mills vueside te precinet, then feeding gwo fish ponds before draiming inwe the abbey
mcat (Bond 1988, 381 there i+ oo evidence from s sumple o) e consmmpiacn of fish
Frowm the posnds. Bels, althooeh they were ept i ponds couldd jus as easily huve been cuehi
in e river.

Adihoogh there are mwch dhua, hoth documenwry und wpozrmptical. relating o he wse
and manazement of [sh ponds during the medieval peciod the evidence Trom sl e
wsusilly cophisises the inpurames of marine fish ssther than Feshwiter, The relmively high
prices recnrded for feslwenter Gsh during this period easured it they reoidoed @ high
st Tood, und Bomd (G0id, T las shown ot sea fish generally appoared w love preferred
on rnennstc sites, The small sample from Cleeve also supports this view. alihough as 5
single context i cunnot be regarded s representative of the [ite,

A owell ws fish reaains o few fagments of ox and sheep by were identilied (he fonmer
shiswetl evldence of chop und keife marks), a fragment of deanesae fow] corenid, o hlick-
hind carpometucurps ad sooe Trgeoents o Bind long benes. FPrsgments of avsier, Tipet
il whielk were also present. The emtire sample is composed oF domeste food refuse,

REFEREMCTES

P, 02, 0., LUSE, "*Mongstie Fisheries™ In Meddevad Tk, Fisheries ood Fishpondy i Eagland, m
I Bl WL Asieon, BAK Bridsh Serics 820 H4-112,
Wheeler, A, 1978 Ky toothe Fishes of Mocthors Enrafe, Wame,

Crnnvi ABREY ARCEHITTCTURAL FRACRMEST 1Y B s Hagkisom

'.".raf.l'u'r'rrhr;-L-'r!r.'nu':.' M lelsteor :'l.l"n“i.'.:f."f.'.l_'

The excnvution produced o number ol thineemth-cemury frugments from o twin shafl cluistee
arcade, No complete components were reeoversd but it is possible woreconstruct theic Tull
form with some certainty.

Buse A: Context 328; from Pened 1Vh eobble surface 10 nonh of reredoncer.



My Seevesed dechoeedous and Notwral Hiaeey, PRy

P o o twin shafl bose with riple ol profile. rebated onoop mo bl the shifis
securely in pusition wod desioncd 1o supporr T0om dipmeter shudts, The lower section
ol the buse profile = leost,
Bises B Contest 335; fron packing cas of doorway b west end of nonhern oo, Perod
Wi
T examples of pare of & (win shall Base similir o A with o riple moll prolile. They
Tiive lest sl of the upper mll aod slaall seating bue retain more of e lwer sub base,
Huase O Conteat 300 Perdod ¥ demalition debiris,
Pary of w triple or gquadeople base which hos Jos bothe the upper gl Tower seeionms of
e prstile, Whint remidns shiows close sionilamiivs w Bases A and B, The slons i the
bk ool the sgome e wanmal fossil imelusions,
These (i the most conplene buse sectons recovened b inadditon there were also sevepil
srnller fragmentary picces whicl showed similse profiles,
a1 Comext 3089 Peviod V denslition debris,
Evicunce tor the cupouls sy far less substanial tan thue for the base Tomis bt
sufficien fmagimentry pieces were recovered o estallish teir form with some cer-
tainty. The best surviving dim frmgment shows a chuliee forme with tillers, The upper
imipost whivh probahly featured an usdercut roll moulding s anfomunaiely lost,
Cupiul E: Contest 331 Grom (Al o Period % robber oeoch of soutl woll of reredorter,
This fragment from u capital shws the neck rim and start of e chulice. Tha wnderside
s o hollowed base seuting 1o sceerely holid the soppoming shaly in pluce. Combined
wille capital fragment 13000 serves o illusiriee the most likely complete elidice or el
Ferron ool e eloister capinls,
Shuft Frugments By ustemed frgsent from Context 376; Perioad 1L osake-up within north-
SO0,
By fur thee Larest quantiny of munerial recovered were many pieces of brokon shufiings,
Circular i secoon amd madnly [Hem o dismeser with some picees | Tem dimeter. the
limished ends invariably shosw o sl chmnfer which seoves o licite the shalt
poisition within the seating worked gpon the respective base or capital, One shafi had
oG Tu swworked wpens s lengih, possibly indicating thar 3 had served as a0 respond.
The wn-illustrured Traogmenes came from several differem pre- aisd post-Dissolution
CLHILER TS,
AL e Tsisee, capid and shaft fragmenes are oot o Has amd weene aghly polished oo
saonthy dinisly b fmitaion ol narkle.
Spuncrel Filler Gecontast 338 from packing cast ol doorway a1 west e of nonliem) room,
Pegiod VI,
Sl sandstone spandrel stone which s o ol moulding worked on the unele 1o form
w howdmeld over an arcade, [0 s sligln imees of swhite paint
These virnous fmgments can be teniadively combimed 1o pive un indweation of wha o typieal
buary o the: arcspile st have looked like, Presumably the Hias bises, capitads and shafis were
dark [y polished and the arehes amd Doodimowld paimed white 1o give the wswal Bk ol
white contrusting uppearunce. The base profiles and general details sugeest o dule hetween
2260 wnd 1230 Fur abe constiuction of the cloister.
Fenl H:z Comese 4630 Pariod WV demolition debns,
Pt el whint may haves been o sandsione rrefoiled opeming, presumabily oo window. The
calentor feniwred wopliin chpmder o the anele whilst the iterior (iluseraed) bis o small
relute and chamfer, possibly for glidbng or woosden shutiers, At the base springing s
doslon waorhed slome the bed of the stones Sem long = 2em wide = Ten deep il most
likely held an deon redntorging B o pessibly pan of o ooille seross the opening, The
upper edge ol the plock s worked with tbe corve ol o comprsine wreb The stone
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slivws similurinies 16 the bar trocery which sereens the imerine of 1he windows in (he suufb

wall of the derter wndererof and muy possibly have (ormed pait o s similur compasition,

Jambr 1 Conlest J63: Poriod Y demolition debris.

Steppetl sandstone block, probubly the jumb from o duomwiy.

Jumb 33 Comext 439 o Ypost-pud sonth-west of monks” duy roomn, Perivd 3 or VI,
Sardsione jumb with plain extemul chamfer and inermml ehate. incomplete hut prish-
ubily pare of w wimdow. eut with s bolster umd retaining 1mces of white limewasi,

Melding Ko Conteal 3045 Perod V' demalition debs,

Small section of sandsione monlding with wo wdercut dilleted il possibly o
sringeourse o hoodmould but teo fagmentory For exaet identification. Traces of
MO R on upper bed Tee.

Corbel Ly Comest 307: Period N1 boimdany wall.

Semicireular sandsione thicieenih-cenmrey corbel which has undommcly lost s req
fail hlock, Pluin challee fonn with o moukled dm with Gllet und o snall decortive
loliwte biss 1 (he base springing. I vemins rees of white lmewash wd ved Righ-
lighting.

Monnre My Comtext 4182 Period VT dump.

Fragmcatiy vm ol o iz monae of conventiondl fomi, showing the gl [ferting
reinloring rib



CLEEVE ABBEY: THE POTTERY

By Jonun ALLAN

with contributions from Richard Coleman-Smith, Michael Hughes. Roger T. Tavlor and
David F. Williams

INTRODUCTION

Whilst the last 30 years have seen exiensive progress in our understanding of the ceramics
of many parts of South-West England, the study of the medieval potiery of western Somerset
is a neglected pic. Jean Le Patourel’s publication of the documentary evidence for potiers
in medieval Somerset indicates that they lived and presumably operated at Milverton, Nether
Stowey and Bridgwater. and at ten places in the county more distant from Cleeve (Le
Patourel 1968, 125), Her work emphasises the potential range ol sources of the Cleeve finds,
most ol which are unknown from archacological evidence. The nearest finds of medieval
kiln waste are the recently-discovered debris of 15th- or carly 16th-century date from Crow-
combe and the probable Kiln waste from Nether Stowey. discussed below. Since the abbey
lies close to the Bristol Channel. it would also have been readily accessible to coastal trade.
so finds of the products of the kilns of the Bristol area. and of north Deveon, are unsurprising.
The closest published sequences of medieval ceramics [rom the county are those from Taun-
ton, among which the finds published by Pearson (1984) are the most useful. Oliver Kent's
publicaiion ol the Glastonbury Abbey pottery (Kent 1996) now allows some comparisons
10 be made with the largest (albeit unstratified) assemblage of monastic ceramics from the
county. Dating. however, continues 1o rely in large part on the two best-dated sequences of
medieval pottery in the region—those al Bristol (Ponsford 1991: 1998: Good and Russetl
1987) and Excier (Allan 1984).

The sherds from the rerederter offer the first stratified medieval pottery sequence from
west Somerset. The quantity of potiery deposited during the monastic use of the building
is. us might be expected in a reredorter, quite modest—ijust 157 sherds (some tiny) Irom 29
or more vessels [rom the first three periods, rising 1o 131 sherds in Period IV, 1t should be
emphasised that this series will not of course be a representative sample of the late medicval
pottery of the abbey: a sample from the kitchens would no doubt be very different. The
much more plentiful carly 16th-century finds from Period V. the demolition layers over the
building. may be more representative. including more material used outside the reredorier.

APPROACH

Sherds from cach context and period were examined visually, then recorded by sherd count
and minimum vessel count. The Iherian vessels were studied in thin-section by David Will-
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Fig. 4 Cleeve abbey reredorter: reconstruction drawing of the ceramic assemblage at the time of the
Dissolution in 1536 (drawn by Richurd Coleman-Smith),
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the 14th century (Pearson 1984, 143—4) and is “relatively common” at Glastonbury Abbey
(Kent 1996, 97).

Al least four vessels are represented al Cleeve, one of them (No. 42) from an elaborate
vessel, perhaps an aquamanile. There are no Ham Green wares in the collection, no doubt
because most of the material dates after 1300.

Donyati-type ware

The long-running rescarch project studying the Donyatt potteries (Coleman-Smith and Pear-
son 1988) has demonstrated that this group ol kilns already formed a major industry in the
later Middle Ages. and apparently rose 10 dominate the pottery market of South Somerset
by the carly 16th cenmury (for example fully 90 per cent of Taunton’s I6th-century potiery
has been attributed 1o Donyatt: Pearson 1984, 142—). At Cleeve, Donyati-type wares first
appear in Period 11b: they rapidly become the most common ware in the early 16th century.
The question of whether these vessels do actually come from the Donvatt potteries, or from
other local kilns working in the same tradition, is a considerable problem which visuul
examination and thin-sectioning are unlikely 1o resolve. In an attempt to make progress with
this problem a programme of ICP-AES analysis has been carried out upon the Cleeve
sherds—see Hughes, Appendix 3. This draws the important conclusion that, although the
medieval examples of this type at Cleeve wre indeed Donyan products, the majority of the
apparently typical early 16th-century Donyatt products at Cleeve (identified as such both by
the writer and Richard Coleman-Smith) come instead from west Somerset kilns, This is o
problem which has long been suspected (Allan 1984, 98-100) and must cast doubt on
attributions te Donyatt made elsewhere (e.g. Taunton. Bristol) solely on visual examination.

Exeter fabric 40

Amongst the finest medicval pottery made in South-West England, these vessels were first
distinguished in the Exeter linds volume (Allan 1984, 5-6 and payssim). where a petrological
description was also published (Brown and Vince 1984, 33). They have a fabric with much
fine sund temper, occasional fine white mica inclusions and a few ferruginous particles. Dr
Tavlor has now re-examined muny specimens of this fabric and shown that the initial con-
clusions regarding their source were wrong: rather than deriving from the Greensand, the
inclusions indicate a probable source in the Exe Valley (Appendix 2). Production consists
principally of jugs: many are handsomely decorated with iron stripes or applied plastic
ornament. Vessels of this fabric are widely distributed in south and east Devon, but are also
known in smaller numbers in Somerset. along the south Devon coast and into Comwall.
The writer has published a map of the distribution known ¢. 1982 (Allan 1984, 6. Fig. 5):
since that time there have been several new finds. extending the distribution westward as
far as the Isles of Scilly and northward 1o Taunton,

Somerser/East Devon redwares

Beside the distinctive Exeter fabric 40 sherds are (ragments of several redware jugs with
fine sand temper, essentially very similar in fabric but lacking the typical features of colour,
technique and glaze of that ware. Such wares have previously been distinguished in Taunton
(‘Taunton redware’: Taunton Pottery Type 132; Pearson 1984, 143— and MF | and 2) and
Glastonbury (Kent 1996, 98) and probably derive from various Somerset or east Devon
kilns. It is quite possible there are a few Exeter 40 sherds or even Donyatt ones in the
grouping.

Poole-type white ware
A highly distinctive component of the medieval assemblages of Poole, Dorset, is 4 series of
Jugs with a sandy white fabric, usually glazed yvellow, decorated with black iron-rich pellets
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(Jarvis 1992, 63, fubric 3). These are quite different from French white wares, and are
presumably local wares of the Poole area. They were distributed westward in small quanti-
ties along the south coast. being present at Plymouth and Launceston Castle. The presence
of one such vessel at Cleeve is a surprise but a second Somerset example has recenily been
found at 50-34 Eastover, Bridgwater (1 am grateful 1o Alejandra Gutiérrez for showing me
this sherd).

North Devon medieval coarseware

The medieval ceramics of north Devon consist principally of unglazed hand-made wares,
largely fawn-brown in colour, liberally tempered with coarse sub-angular quartz sand; the
fabric often includes fragments of water-worn brown or grey sandstone. shale or slate. Such
wares were certainly made in Barnstaple, probably also in Bideford. and perhaps in other
unidentified Kilns in the arca. The dating and distribution of the type is discussed by Allan
(1994, 141-6), where reference 1o published deseriptions will also be found. The Cleeve
sherds are the first examples identified in Somerset. The labric fiest appears in Period [1b.

North Devon caleareous ware

Alongside the mass-produced hand-made coarsewares, the north Devon poetteries adopled
the production of wheel-thrown glazed jugs in the lale Middle Ages. A distinctive fabric
with fine calcarcous temper (almost certainly crushed shell), nowadays giving a strong effer-
vescent response when sherds are tested with dilute acid, was employed for these jugs:
subsequently it was widely used in the post-medieval north Devon industry. Such wares
were certainly made in Barnstaple (Markuson 1980, 83-5) and presumably in Bideford and
other north Devon production centres,

Orner Fasrics

Once these fumiliar fabrics have been separated. a body of less familiar material remains.
The obvious sources for these are local, Cleeve lies on (he edge of the Mercia Mudstones
(formerly the Keuper Marls). which exiend westward 1o Porlock Bayv and east and south in
a wide band around Bridgwater, Taunton and Wellington. providing an extensive arca of
serviceable potting clays which must have provided raw material for the documented potter-
ics at Bridgwater, Milverton and Nether Stowey, and no doubt for others.

Two groups of supposed kiln wasters were compared with these fabrics:

(1) Quantocks Corntage Farm, Crowcombe. Definite wasters and associated presumed
waste were recovered by D. Dawson et af. for Somerset County Museums in 1992; no
kiln was found. (SCM 52/1992), (The sherds described here are definite kiln wasie
with glaze extending over broken edges, or edges burnt after breakage). The wares
hive a hard-fired brick red 1o pink-bufT or light grey fabric with sparse rounded white
quartz sand grains and a few iron ore inclusions. Internal surfaces are pimply; glaze is
thick dark olive green or orange-brown,

(2)  Nether Stowey: Large quantities of ungluzed coarsewares, believed 1o be wasters, were
excavated at The Castle. Nether Stowey. in 1970, Their fabrics are distinctive in having
a filler of plentiful rounded fragments of slate, sandstone and shale, obvious upon
visual examination (see Appendix 2), This ware has also been noted by the writer
among the finds from Lundy (where it forms less than five per cent of the large sample
recovered by 8. Blaylock in 2000 from Pigs Paradise) and among the sherds from the
deserted settlement at Leyhill. Luccombe. on Exmoor (excavation by 1. Richardson
and N. Grace. 1999-2000).
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A note on cross-fies benveen conrexts

The recognition of individual vessels scattered in various contexts of the same or successive
phases can prove a sigaificant aid 10 the understanding of the processes of site formation,
The vessels at Cleeve which have been recognised in this manner are each listed in the
Catalogue. It should be noted that much of the pottery in periods 1b and b derives from
vessels in Period 1Ta, showing either that they are close in date or that contexts in periods
Ha and b were soon distributed and redeposited.

CATALOGUE

An asterisk beside a vessel’s number indicates that it has been inspected and described by
Dr Taylor. Vessels whose sherds are scattered in contexts ol successive phases are listed in
their earliest contexts. Numbers in brackets following descriptions are those of contexts.

Period Ta

1% Fine sandy redware. possibly Exeter labric 40, oxidised. with vertical iron stripe and
red clay pellet over, the body and pellet with rich orange glaze, black over the iron.
The suceession of red body, black vertical ron stripe and red clay pellet is secen on
‘Rouen-copy’ jugs but this is merely one of a wide variety of combinations of applicd
decoration known in local redwares and may be unreliated 1o "Rouen copies’ (589).
There is good evidence from Exeter that this fabric comes into use ¢, 1250, alongside
the earliest Saintonge imports (Allan 1984, 6).

(Not drawn). Green-glazed jug sherd with applied strip of iron-rich clay, Exmoor/
Quantocks-derived fubric group (58Y9).

Period Ha

2% Bodysherds of a tall jug of Poole-type white ware [abric 5. discussed above. Granular
white labric: applied white clay strips, rich in iron: hpccklcd rich vellow glaze, metallic
black over strips (615 und residual in 387, period I1h). Whilst the Poole report (Jarvis
1992) offers no dating evidence, the fabric is known both in Plymouth and at South-
ampton in contexts also conlaining Saintonge green-glazed and polychrome wares dat-
able 10 the end of the 13th and early 141h century or generally to the 1<hh century
(Allan 1986, 17-18).

3% Shoulder of a globular jug of Exeter fabric 40. discussed above. Green-brown glaze.
black metallic iron-rich applied clay pellets (613 and residual in 387, period 1b). The
type has a long use from the mid 13th 1o the early I5th century but is especially
commaon in the late 13ih/early 14th centuries (Allan 1984, passim).

4% Jug base in Exeter fabric &40, the temper differing slightly from vessel 3 (615).

5.% Jug handle and plain bodysherds in Bristol Redcliffe ware. Pale buff fabric, speckled
light green gluze (603, 609 and residual in 482, period 1la).

Period I

6.%  Hand-made unglazed cooking pot in sand-tempered Exmoor/Quantocks-derived fabric.
described by Taylor (below): fired Tawn externally and black internally (380).

Hu.  (Not drawn). Scraps of a typical ‘Donyatt-type’ jug with slip and motled copper-green
glaze. The type is characteristic of the late 14th/151h centuries, but examples are known
as early as the early 14th century. The vessel offers a rerminuy post guem of ¢. 1300
for the Period (617, with residual sherds in period 1la. 380 and period I11b, 323, 326).
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Period Hla

7% Rim of an unglazed cooking pot of North Devon medieval courseware with row of
impressed stab-marks, The 1ype has a long life (Allan 1994, 142—4) although this
particular form of decoration is uncommon (482),

Phase Hh
8. Shoulder of a Donvatt-type sgraffito-decorated jug, similar to that in period b (478).
Autribution to Donyatt confirmed by ICP-AES.

Period Va

9% Huand-made unglazed cooking pot in the sand-lempered Exmoor/Quantocks-derived
fubric group. fired reddish-buff. sooted externally by use. probably West Somersel
(344 and residual in 301, modern).

10.# Rim ol a lobed cup. Sand-tempered fubric as 9 above, internal black-spotted reduced
green glaze extending over rim, probably West Somerset or North Devon, Although
lobed cups were in eirculation. for example in London, by the mid I4th cenury (e.g.
Pearce and Vince 1988, 87 cf. McCarthy and Brooks 1988, |14 and passim), such
vessels are first recorded in the South West in the 15th cenwry (possible example in
early 15th-century context: Allan 1984, no. 1502), becoming fairly common only in
the late 15th/early 16th century (e.g. at Donvau: Coleman-Smith and Pearson 1988,
162-3) (344). Analysis by ICI’-AES |r1d|cdtm a North Devon origin.

L Jug in sand-tempered Exmoor/Quantocks-derived labric with crushed shell inclusions.
thick mid 1o dark green glaze with heavy iron spotting. Probably West Somerset (359).

2. Rim ol a wypical Donyant-type jug with applied thumbed strip, traces of slip and mid
green glaze (416). Auribution to Donyatt confirmed by 1CP-AES (lootnote). Further
stratigraphic analysis has shown that this context should be in Period I1la.

13.% Bodysherds of o tall-necked jug. Pronounced surface rilling in Exmoor/Quantocks-
derived fabric group. the precise angle ol the sherds uncertain, Thick mid green glaze
with heavy black spotting (339).

[3a. Not drawn—sherds from a similar jug with a thumbed base (339).

Period V: Dissolution deposits of 1336 or shortly afrer

This important group is datable by context after 15336, It contains a variety of typical early

l6th-century wares: the Beauvais drinking jugs. South Netherlands Maiolica, Racren stone-

wares, Tudor Green wares und South Somerset vessels which correspond closely in style 1o

the products of Donyatt site 3. period 4 (Coleman-Smith and Pearson 1988) also datable 1o

the carly 16th century. The stonewares include no Frechen sherds, which arrived in bulk on

the English market after e. 15350, The group is thus datable to 1536-c. 1550; like many
groups in contexts of this sor it probably consisis entirely ol ceramics discarded at the

Dissolution.

4. Rim of coarse unburnished unglazed Merida-type ware. with light red surfaces.
described in thin-section (Appendix 1). The vessel form is either o standing or a barrel
costrel (cf. e.g. Hurst 1977, 97, Nos 42-3. 50-1) (423).

5. Rim of Merida-tvpe ware, described in thin-section (Appendix 1). Areas of black
internal and external sooting, as often seen on vessels of this fubric. Perhaps from a
globular jug: Fig. 4 shows a reconstruction based on a complete Merida-type jug from
Kingman Cove, Newfoundland (unpublished, Museum of Newfoundland) (336).

16.  Sherds from the rim and handle. with overlapping bodysherds. of a Beauvais yellow-
glazed white ware drinking jug with the edge of circular applied medallion (Hurst
1971 Hurst et af. 1986, 106-8) (336, 361: sherds in 474 (Period 1Va) may be the
same vessel).
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16a  (Not drawn). Sherds of at least one other similar yellow-glazed Beauvais drinking jug
(319, 422, 439),

17. Neck of an ltalian maiolica flower vase with handle stub (probably a ring handle bu
this is not certain), fine cream labric and bright all-over-blue painting. Published: Allan
1999, 165, Fig. 12.2. No. 49. Submitted for ICP-AES analysis—see Hughes below:
shown 10 be of Tuscan origin (439).

18, Bodysherd of a South Netherlands Maiolica lower vase with part of a tyvpical dull
blue-painted trigram *YHS™ within a circular frame. Presumably from a ring-handled
vase as shown in the reconstruction of the body form. Published: Allan 1999, 163,
Fig. 12.2, No. 48, where the other south-western finds of this type are also discussed.
They form a higher proportion of the imports on monastic sites than on secular ones
in the South West (/bid., 158) and this may refleet their religious associations (Blake
1999, 28-30, where it is argued that they may have been used in private devotion and
linked specifically in Britain to the cult of the Holy Name of Jesus.) (334).

Flower vases such as this, with the characteristic YHS wrigram, have until recently
been accepted as being of South Netherlands (i.e. Antwerp) manulacture. Recent Neu-
tron Activation Analvsis by the British Museum has. however, revealed a more com-
plex picture, showing that some examples were in fact made in laly (Hughes and
Guimster 1999; see Appendix 3 below). ICP-AES analysis confirms an Antwerp source
(ibid.).

19, Base of an unglazed North Devon calcareous ware jug.

20.% Rim, body and handle in Quantocks/Exmoor-derived fabric, with rounded cherl, grev
sundstone, fine white mica and shell fragments mixed in the angular to round sand
filler. Hand-made: incised lines, reduced grey core, oxidised surfaces. patchy dark
green glaze with much black iron speckling. Medieval form, Tresidual (422),

21.*% Typical North Devon gravel-tlempered bowl, sooted externally, with usual internal
glaze (423).

South Somerset wares:

The Tollowing have the sandy, predominantly oxidised. fabric of South Somerset wares and

all except No. 28 match closely the Donyatt kiln waste. However. whilst ICP-AES analysis

confirms that Nos 30. 35, 37 and 38 are indeed Donyatt products. Nos 22-3, 25-7, 29, and

31-3 are in fact from Kilns in south-west Somerset. The other sherds were not analysed.

22-3  Rims of chafing dishes with rectangular or cruciform cut-outs below the rim, 22 ulso
with eircular piercing (319 and 336).

24-27 Sherds from two-handled cups (336, 310, 336, 458).

28. Bowl, hard red fabric with white inclusions—not typical Donyatt ware. (R, C-S sug-
gests possibly Wellington/Bridgwater). Hard reduced green internal glaze, the unglazed
exterior heavily sooted (319, 357, 392).

20-31  Three cooking potsfjars with internal glaze (534, 336 und 422).

32, Small bowl form with internal glaze—perhaps from a pedestalled vase (see Fig. 4)
(439).

33-38 Sherds from six jugs. 33 with strap handle slashed top and bouom (319): 34 a
shoulder sherd with impressed combing through thin slip, perhaps from one of the
other drawn vessels (310)%: 35 with incised wavy lines through slip and copper-green
mottled glaze (582): 36 with vertical iron stripe; 37 with applied thumbed strip: 38
with slashing at junction of handle and rim and with patches of pale green glaze (347),
R.C-S comments that, in addition to the published examples from Donvan site 3.
which maich all these lragments. the recentlv-excavated Site 13 also produced many
sherds of these types.
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Sherd from the bowl of a chafing dish with traces of parchy internal slip and iron-
speckled orange-brown glaze (342). For a reconstruction of the form see Fig. <.

Sherds from 19thi20th-century deposits

40,

41.
41a.
42,

44,

45.%
46,

47.*

48.

44

30.

Two joining sherds of an Isabela Polychrome (azul v morada) dish from the Seville
arca (Hurst 1995, 50: Gerrard er al. 1993, 284). Cream-buff fabric. described in thin-
section (Appendix 1) plain tin-glazed back. upper surface painted with usual broad
purple bands alernating with narrow blue ones; purple are at centre; aliernating blue
and purple motifs on rim. Such vessels are typical of the early 16th century (Hurst
1995, 49) (419).

Typical Raeren drinking mug (Hurst ef al. 1986, 196-7) (507).

(Not drawn). Further sherds from standard Raeren mugs (303, 419, 507).

Handle of a jug or perhaps an aquamanile ol Bristol Redcliffe ware. Pale-firing fabric
with typical mid grey core. buff surfaces, copper-moittled mid green glaze. There is
also a fragment of curving applied plastic ornament (303, 507).

Jug rim and wwisted handle in ungluzed North Devon calcarcous ware of 16th-century
type with edge of slip from glaze mix (308).

Jug body. wheel-thrown, in unglazed North Devon gravel-tempered [abric, late 15th-
or 16th-century type (308).

Jug handle, in unglazed Nether Stowey-type ware. described by Taylor (303).

South Somerset large bowl/pancheon with reduced internal green glaze and probable
external sooting. The fabric is finer and harder than is typical of Donvau. R.C-S sug-
gests Wellington/Bridgwater as source (307). ICP-AES confirms a west Somerset
source.

Jug bodysherd of Exmoor/Quantocks-derived ware, oxidised internally. with incised
lines surrounding an area of pale slip. Glaze is thick and green-brown over body.
Probably West Somerset (422).

Body of o tall cup with corrugated sides. South Somerset labric with pale grey core
and black-spoted mid green imernal and external glaze (458).

Jug rim with applied strip. South Somerset fabric with oxidised interior, thick external
light to durk green glaze with iron bleeding (419).

(Not drawn). Bodysherd of a plain Cologne stoneware drinking jug with pale grey
fabric and surfaces (309).

(Not drawn). Flat base of a large Merida-tvpe vessel such as a standing costrel, thin-
sectioned. Unstratified.

SUMMARY OF DATING EVIDENCE

Period la: Sherd 1, after ¢. 125().
Period Ha: Sherds 2-5 collectively late 13th/early 14th century or a litle later.
Period lh: Cross-fits with period Ha (see vessels 2 and 4): “Donvat-tvpe” sgraffito in

617. 618: alter 1300, probably 14C (? carly or mid).

Period lla: Donyatt-type slipware jug, [4-15C in 323, 326. 478: Donyatt-type late

I5C/16C jug sherd in 416. but with I8C contamination.

Period Va: Drawn sherds, showing a4 mix of jugs in high medieval radition (11, 13)

with the new Donvait-type wares. The latter are known to come into use
by ¢. 1430 and arc the sole jug type by ¢. 1500. Probably carly to mid
15th century.

There is a pronounced change in the ceramics above this horizon.
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Period IVh: Rueren stoneware in 349, after ¢, 1470; South Somerset bowl in 464, afier
e, 1300, Early 16th century: South Somerset jug sherds, lae 13C/
early 16C, in 522

Period V: Published sherds. for which a date shortly after 1336 is acceptable.

Period VI: Stwlfordshire-tvpe transfer-printed wares. white earthenwares, all post ¢.
1780 and misc. 19C stonewares, modern bricks, in 300, 301, 302, 303,
304, 307, 308, 309, 325, 410. 419, 421, 428, 450 (much post-1850).
Swulfordshire grey and while stonewares. post e 1720, in 334,
Bristol-Staffordshire feathered vellow slipwares and brown-glazed tunk-
ards, 18C. in 329, 420. 507: South Somerset 18C shipwares and sgraffito
wares in 305, 313, 329, 420, 519.
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APPENDIX 1: A NOTE ON THE PETROLOGY OF THE SIXTEENTH-CENTURY
IBERIAN POTTERY FROM CLEEVE ABBEY

By David F. Williams
English Heritage Ceramic & Lithic Petrology Project,
Department of Archaeology. University of Southampton

Euach of the five [beriun vessels from Cleeve Abbey was thin-sectioned.

Unglazed Merida-Type Ware (sherds 1415, 51 with further sherd in context 458)

All four sherds are in a hard, fairly smooth, light red micaceous clay (Munsell 10R 6/6 1o
6/8). An examination in thin section suggests that these sherds can be divided into two
distinet labric groups. Sherds 15 and 31 contain frequent well-sorted grains of quartz, aver-
age size (L03-0.25mm. and flecks ol mica, mostly muscovite but with some biotite. Also
present are a few small discrete grains of plagioclase felspar and some opaque iron oxide.
This fabric is similar 1o a number of Merida-type sherds from Exeter previously analysed
by the writer (Williams 1984, Fabric |).

In contrast. the sherds 14 and 438 contain a much larger, ill-sorted, size-range ol quartz
grains, average size 0.20-0.70mm. discrete grains of potash and plagioclase felspar, strunds
of muscovite and biotite mica. a few grains of tourmaline and sparse fragments of a tour-
maline-granite. Tourmaline has previously been noted by the writer in Meridu-type ware
from Spanish Armada wrecks (Williams 1979).

1t is now realized that the so-called “Merida Ware”™ 1erm for Iberian red micaceous potlery
is, strictly speaking, somewhat misleading (Hurst er al. 1986, 69). Instead. the sources [or
this distinctive pottery were almost certainly centred in the wider region ol Alentejo/Merida.
This region contains a wide geological range. including granites, sandsiones, slates and other
crystalline rocks from which the inclusions in the potery derive. particularly the micas,
felspars and rock fragments. 1t is, however. difficult 1o equate the above petrological results,
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and those from the Armada wrecks quoted above, with Vince's statement that much of this
type of pottery shares “an identical fabric” (Gerrard ef af. 1995, 288). Unfortunately. it is
not clear from the latter work whether this *standard” fabric is restricted to “costrels’, which
may possibly have a limited area of production or includes other red micaceous lorms as
well, The writer would prefer 10 see “Mernida-Type’” ware as the common red micaceous
wire made at o number of places in this part of Portugal and Spain, with some variations
occurring in the clays used and by implication the inclusions present,

Isabela Polvchrome dish (No. 4())

Thin-sectioning shows that the principal non-plastic inclusions consist ol frequent silt-sized
grains ol quartz and flecks of mica, together with some small pieces of cryptocrystalline
limestone. A similar range and texture of inclusions has previously been noted in a petro-
logical examination of two sherds ol Isabelu Polvehrome from Exeter (Allan 1993, 309,
Nos 40 and 43).

Seville is thought 10 be a source for this potiery (Hurst er al. 1986, 54-7). With this in
mind. a fabric comparison was made between the Cleeve Abbey sherd and a sumple of local
clay from Seville. The later was fired, thin sectioned and studied under the petrological
microscope. The range and texture of the non-plastic inclusions found in the clay compare
well with the Isabela Polvehrome dish. This is unother uselul piece of corroborative evidence
for a Seville origin, but as guartz, mica and limestone are not uncommonly found in many
classes of pottery it cannot be said to be a1 all conclusive.

APPENDIX 2: PETROLOGICAL STUDY OF THE TEMPER OF THE SOUTH-WEST
ENGLISH POTTERY FROM CLEEVE ABBEY

By Roger T. Taylor

Some 25 medieval vessels from Cleeve Abbey were examined by the writer under a bin-
ocular microscope at 20x magnification without the use of thin-sectioning. Vessels were
inspected along their broken edges und across their exposed surfaces. This kind of examin-
ation allows observations w be made about the surface appearance of common minerals
which can aid recognition of their sources, and entails study of a much wider surface area
than the conventional thin-section of ceramic studies, ldeally inspection would have been
combined with thin-sectioning. The purpose of the exercise was first 1o check the validity
of the identifications made solely on a visual inspection by John Allan, and second 10 make
progress in identifving the sources of these wares. Comparative material from the kiln sites
at Donvatt, Barnstaple, Nether Stowey and Crowcombe wus also examined, as were selected
samples from consumption sites in Poole, Bristol and Exeter.

Exeter fabric 40

Two jugs identified by visual examination (Nos 3 and 4) and one possible example (No, 1)
were studied, alongside a dozen vessels from excavations in Exeter which are published as
examples of this fabric. The results of this exercise deserve fuller presentation than would
be appropriate here. so will be published elsewhere and summarized only briefly here. Exeter
fabric 40 has a fine clay matrix tempered with abundant fine, distinctly angular. quartz sand
with a little very fine white mica. Among the fine sand are larger quartz sand grains (up to
0.5 mm), seen repeatedly on Exeter specimens, which have a polished surface, indicating
an origin in 2 modern marine or beach sand such as one would expect on a coastal or
estuarine site. Conditions of this sort exist in the Exe and Teign estoaries. Given the concen-
tration of finds wround Excter and the fact that finds are less common in Newton Abbot,
with the documentary evidence for medieval potieries near the city. the vicinity of Exeter
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seems the maost likely production area. This suggestion may be supported by the presence
of very sparse and small dark crystalline grains which appear 1o be basic igneous rock
fragments, such as would be derived from the Permian rocks which outcrop on the flanks
of the Exe estuary and in its hinterland.

The Cleeve sherds Nos 3 and 4 contain less fine sand (iller than is typical of Exeter fabric
40 but No. 3 does contain the distinctive rare rounded and polished grains and is therefore
in the Exeter group. No polished grains were seen in No. 4 but it contains one large fragment
of white vein guartz, a minerul typical of the area west of the Triassic. Given that the fine
red fabric is typical of the area of Excter eastward. the Exeter area is the most likely source
for this 100,

Sherd No. I, the possible example of fabric 40, contains the usuval fine-grained angular
quartz sand (both clear grains and others stained pinkish-brown) with a little fine white mica
and some soft white platey grains of shell. All these indicate a general similarity to Exeter
fabric 40 but no distinctive grains which would provide a more conclusive identification
were found.

Poole-type wihire ware

The one vessel from Cleeve (No. 2) was examined with two sherds from excavations in
Poole. Dorset. They are virtually identical o one another in temper, as well as in glaze and
decoration, and surely come from the saume source. The body is a smooth white clay with
some very fine white mica inclusions of (L03 mm or less. The temper consists of angular 1o
sub-angular clear quartz sand with some sub-rounded grains, generally less than 0.3 mm
across. There are some reddish and brown ferruginous patches and grains. The body is
identifiable as Dorset pipe clay and the temper could be obtained from fluvial sunds assoc-
iated with these deposits in the Reading Beds. A source very close to Poole is likely.

North Devon medieval coarsewarey

Three examples of the fubric (No. 7 and bodysherds in period 11h contexts) were examined
and compared 1o kiln waste from Green Lane, Barnstaple. The three Cleeve samples are
very similar 1o one another, containing much coarse and poorly sorted temper, comprising
plentiful angular white and clear colourless quartz grains with a mix of fine-grained
micaceous sandstone (some rather silvery from the mica within), siltstone and slate up to
2mm. These do match some Barnstaple samples. It should be emphasised. however, that the
range of inclusions present in these samples is really no different from those in the Exmoor/
Quantocks-derived group described belovy and the petrology of the temper would fit as well
with i source in Somersel as with a Nerth Devon source. Identification specifically as North
Devon pouery, rather than North Devon/West Somerset, thus depends entirely on visual
maitching of hand specimens.

North Devon gravel-tempered ware

The bowl fragmenmt No. 21 was examined. Its temper is predominantly clear angular quanz,
but some ol the grains are sub-rounded. There are also sparse brown sandstone fragments,
a few grains of clear lelspar and rare rounded black tourmaline. with a litnle white mica.
The fabric was compared to three typical late 17th-century sherds of North Devon gravel-
tempered ware. These contained much angular clear and white quartz but not the rounded
quartz or rock fragments of the carly 16th-century sherd. If these are typical. this suggests
that the North Devon potiers became more rigorous in their selection of temper during the
16th and early 17th centuries, abandoning sources with mixed temper in favour of those
which consisted almost entirely of clean angular quartz.
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Exmoor{Quantocks-derived wares

The largest single group of sherds examined has essentially the same components, although
the proportion of temper differs from sherd 1o sherd. These wares are predominantly sand-
tempered. the sand being mainly angular but with some well-rounded quanz grains
(occasionally a few polished). 0.2 to 0.8 mm in size. mainly clear and colourless. Mixed with
these are sparse grains of fine-grained sandstone (some recognisably quartzose/quartzitic) up
o 0.5 mm, sparse rounded medium-grey slate up to 0.3 mm. a few possible plaey shell
fragments. and ubiquitous fine while mica,

The temper shows the kind of mix which could be expected in Huvial deposits derived
from the slutes. sandstones and shales of Exmoor or the Quantocks. The Nether Stowey
‘Kiln waste™ is merely one extremely coarse version of this material and sites in that area
could be one source of much of this material. Potential production centres could however
extend as far west as Barnstaple and the Taw in North Devon and as far east as Taunton
and Bridgwater,

Nether Stowey-types wares
Three Cleeve sherds—the flat handle No. 45. a rod handle fragment and a basal angle
sherd—were examined alongside a group of Nether Stowey sherds. Each shows complex
temper; in each Cleeve sherd and in most instances in the kiln waste this is coarse, abundant
and distinctive, as follows:

(1) Red mudstone: soft, well rounded to sub-rounded terracotta-coloured grains: no grains
apart from very fine white mica and possible occasional fine quartz sand, These are
weathered Mercia Mudstone [ragments.

(i1)  Quartz—rounded grains 0.3 w 0.7 mm, often clear: clear white angular grains up to
1.5 mm,

(iii) Micaceous slale—white very solt with rounded (o sub-rounded outlines up to 3 mm,
composed of finely divided white micaceous slate, sometimes with discrete mica
flakes. (The pale colour of the slate may result from firing in the Kiln).

(iv) Micuceous silty slue or fine-sandy shite, whitish and similar to the micaceous slate
but with some quartz silt or fine sand. Some are pink-spotted by iron.

There are also sparse grains of the following: sandstone (fine grained quarz sand-
stone. sparse grains up to 0.5 mm); wurmaline (sparse black rounded grains ¢. 0.3
mm); lelspar (1 single cleaved white grain was seen) and white mica (mainly line
flakes ¢. 0.1 mm or less with occasional larger flakes up to 0.23 mm).

Both the Quantocks and Exmoor would provide mineral suites of this sort, which would
then be transported downstream by river action. The Cleeve specimens are remarkably close
to the Nether Stowey sherds and i1 seems very prebable that they come from there.

APPENDIX 3: ICP-AES ANALYSIS OF SOUTH SOMERSET POTTERY AND SOUTH
NETHERLANDS TIN-GLAZED MAIOLICA FROM CLEEVE ABBEY

By Michael J. Hughes

INTRODUCTION

This investigation was undertaken to establish the place of manulacture of two classes of
pottery found at Cleeve. First, sherds of South Somerset type which matched visually the
Donyatt kiln finds were anulysed 1o examine whether they actually came from Donyatt or
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from other kilns working in the same tradition spread across the southern part of the county.
Two possible geologicul zones are involved (whose clays should be readily distinguishable
chemically): the Mercia Mudstones on which Cleeve stands and which extend westwards,
and the Jurassic Lias clavs which lie 10 the east. including Donyatt and other potteries.
Second, tin-glazed pottery of South Netherlands type has been thought straightforward 1o
recognise, but recent chemical analvses have shown the presence of some north ltalian
pieces of very similar forms and decoration.

ANALYSIS AND STATISTICAL METHODS

Chemical analyses ol pottery from consumer sites can be compared with the analyses of
pottery from potential kiln sources 1o look for close similarities. Such investigations are
known as provenance studies and are well established.' The method used here was that of
Inductively Coupled Plasma-Atomic Emission Spectrometry (ICP-AES). a technique for
chemical analysis Tor major and trace elements in the body fabric of the pottery. which
is being increasingly used in such work. A significant feature of ICP-AES is that it is a
widely-available analytical technique, much used in geological laboratories.” and it rapidly
gives reliable results for a large number of chemical elements. An earlier unpublished com-
parison between Neatron Activation Analysis (widely vsed for provenance studies up 1o the
present) and 1CP-AES on the same samples of pouery was very satisfactory. It showed
practically identical statistical results for Principal Components Analysis. leading to the
same interpretation and groupings of samples lrom different sites.” There has apparently
been enly one previous very small analytical provenance investigation of this type on med-
ieval and later pottery of this area of England.”

A powdercd sample of the body fabric of each ceramic was obtained by drilling the
sherds with a solid 2 mm dia. wngsten carbide drill, and sent for analvsis for 29 elements
by ICP-AES in the Department of Geology at Royal Holloway. University of London.® The
results of the analyses are given in Tables 7 (South Somerset) and 10 (South Netherlands)
and a summary showing the average composition of the sherds from the Somerset and
Devon Kiln sites is listed in Table §.

Because the analyses include o large number of elements, interpretation has o be made
through multivariate statistical methods which examine all the elemental results simul-
taneously. Successful methods of examining the data, widely used in archacological science,
are the techniques of Principal Components. Discriminant and Cluster Analysis, and descrip-
tions of their application 1o archacology are given elsewhere.” For this set of samples,
Principal Components and Discriminant Analysis proved very suitable for interpretation. As
is customary, the analyses were first transformed 10 logarithms 1o eliminate problems with
different magnitudes of element concentrations: the statistical tests were carried out with
the SPSS computer package.”

INTERPRETATION OF THE ANALYSES
Sourt SOMERSET WARES

The accurate identification of the place of production of South Somerset wares presents
problems. To settle the question ol whether all those identified as such among the pouery
finds from Cleeve Abbey were correctly recognised as Donvatt products, samples submitted
for analysis by ICP-AES were taken of a selection of representative sherds of this ware from
Cleeve Abbey and from kilns at Donyatt (sites 3. 4 and 13). Nether Stowey., Crowcombe and
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criminani Anafyvsis. In contrast. this requires information on which groups they can be div-
ided into. in addition 10 the analytical data. and here the groups were those from known
kilns. The pouery from Cleeve was treated ag a test group against the Kiln samples and
entered the Discriminant Analysis only after the factors for the Kiln groups had been cal-
culated. Discriminant Analysis wims to find that combination of chemical elements which
will give the smallest possible “spread” in compesition within each (kiln) group. but will
also maximise the dilferences between groups. There were o few samples Itom many
kilns for a statistically robust Discriminant Analysis. so the results should be taken as an
indication of differences in composition and ability to diseriminate between the sites. The
same initial starting point (18 clements) was used as for PCA, and the results showed all
kiln groups could be discriminated from each other by chemical unalysis. The same pattern
as PCA emerged with the closest groups being those of Donyat on the one hand. and Nether
Stowey/Crowcombe on the other. with Bamnstaple kilns intermediate, Surprisingly. calcium
and magnesium did not dominate the Discriminant Analysis.' though the minor element
vitrium was the most important for the second function. After eliminating calcium and
magnesium, vitrium became the first element for the first two functions. There seems no
chemical reason why it might be particularly useful as a discriminator, and applying the
rule of avoiding single-clement statistics, it was also removed and the analysis re-run. This
gave 4 more even contribution of elements to the functions and the resulting analysis and
plot of the first two functions (Figure 7) was used for interpretation. Here the importance
of anulvsing for many elements is clear: elements which cause problems can be omitied
without compromising the aim of interpreting the general analytical patterns present in the
potiery.

All three Diseriminant Analyses showed consistency in attribution of the Cleeve sherds.
but the degree of confidence which one could place in the assignments of the “unknowns™
did rise sharply through the stages. Even so, none of the Cleeve sherds could be assigned
with a statistically acceptable degree of confidence 1o the specific kilns included and the
limited numbers of kiln sherds has to be taken into account. This implies that none of these
particular kilns was the exact supplier. but the grouping of the Cleeve sherds on Figure 7
shows them 1o be products of kilns near to those included. Figure 7 shows (as expected) a
much tighter grouping of kiln sherds compared to Figure 6 (PCA). This is the result of
Discriminant Analysis deliberately secking those elements which will minimise the within-
kiln ‘spread’ in compuosition while maximising those elements respensible for between-kiln
differences. The listing of the assignments of the Cleeve sherds 1o their nearest kiln by
Discriminant Analysis (Table 9) agrees with the conclusions from principal components.
showing a division of these South Somerset wares into definite Donyau products and those
irom the South Somersel tradition probably made in south-west Somerset.

COMPARISON OF ICP-AES ANALYSES OF POTTERY AND TILE FROM CLEEVE
ABBEY

A parallel investigation of thin-section petrography and ICP-AES analvsis has been carried
out on floor tiles from the site."” [t was of inlerest to see how the ICP-AES of the potery
and tiles compared, so all the tile analyses were included in the statistical investigations
described above.

In broad terms, the tiles showed quite similar analytical features 1o the pottery, dividing
into the same groups as the pottery on the calcium/magnesium plot (Figure 5). Thus one
group of tiles had slightly lower calcium concentrations than the spread of Donyatt kiln
products and pottery from Cleeve on the left of the Figure (low magnesium. high calcium).
Another group had high magnesium (3-6%) but only a few had the low levels of calcium
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small database of tin-glazed pottery of ltalian origin and it is clear that sherd 17 falls among
these. If one compares its analysis with those of the lhalian database (Table 10), it does
share many of their feaures, As the previous work using Neutron Activation on London
finds of maiolica with an lalian composition has shown,™ the halian characteristics include
higher concentrations ol sodivm and chromium, and other clements, compared 1o South
Netherlunds maiolica. The all-over-blue sherd has these same higher concentrations, In
addition, not previously noted are the significantly higher concentrations ol magnesium,
strontium, nickel, zinc and potassium in the Italian pottery, which this Cleeve sherd also
shares. These additional *‘marker” elements will be useful in future work using ICP-AES 10
identify further examples of Ialian products. The conclusion from the principal components
and the results given in Table 10 is that the sherd No. 17 is vet another example of a flower
vase produced in laly. It is a noteworthy addition 1o the list of such items. since all the
previous work by Neutron Activation which identified such halian products had been on
items found in London.” A straight rod handle in all-over-blue glaze was shown in the
Neutron Activation Analysis programme o be made in Tuscany,™ while a ring handle in
all-over-blue was shown 1o be an Antwerp product,™

CONCLUSIONS

Analysis by ICP-AES has assigned the pottery sherds tested [rom Cleeve Abbey 10 their
production area. Of the South Somerset wares, the three medieval sherds all had different
compositions: two were associated with different kilns at Donyaul, while the lobed cup was
a Barnstaple product. None of these medieval sherds showed the composition of south-west
Somerset (Nether Stowey/Crowcombe). Of the post-medieval South Somerset wares, more
than half of those tested originated in south-west Somerset, while the rest were Donvatl
products. all within a fairly small composition range and implying production in a limited
number of kilns. perhaps even one. A noteworthy feature is that consisient patierns were
found for the composition of pottery from Cleeve, rather than random analyses, and this
indicates consistent use of a few production sources for the pottery analysed. Similar analyti-
cal patterns were also found for tiles and pottery, though with some differences.

The South Netherlands sherd with a *YHS™ medallion No. I8 has been confirmed as an
Anmwerp product by ICP-AES analysis. However the bodysherd 17 in all-over-blue is
another example of the vases produced in northern ltaly, generally within Tuscany.

NOTES

I. See for example Hughes 1991: Lambent 1997,

2. Pous 1987,

3. Hughes, unpublished,

4, Olin and Sayre 1971 —a few sherds of north Devon pottery were analysed by Neutron Activation.

3. Through the kind offices of Dr J.N. Walsh.

6. Sce for example. Orton (1980), Shennan (1997) and Baxier (1994),

7. SPSS version 8 was used; Norusis 1988 describes this widely-used program’s capabilities for
multivaniate statistics, and many more recent books show how 1o use it

8. A frequem practice is to select well-measured elements only (o avoid statistical ‘noise” which
may distort or obscure the main features of the analyses). providing the list includes a wide range
of chemically differemt elements across the Periodic Table. Aluminium, calcium. magnesium,
sodium, potassium, iron. manganese and titanium were the major elemenis selected: the trace
clements were: chromium. cobalt. nickel. zine, lithium, vanadium, scancdium, vitrium, lanthanum
and cerium.
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=

Reliance on a single element Tor interpretation ol pottery analvses is not recommended—it is
much betier statistically when a series of ¢lements contribute to the principal components—i.e.
the horizontal and vertical axes of Figure 6.

10). Coleman-Smith and Pearson 1988, 1-2.

11, Perhaps because the program looks for elements which distinguish between every Kiln, whereas
these elements are bener at distingumishing between areas (e.g. Donyvatt and south-west Somerset).

120 As measured by the Mahalanohis distance—see the statistical books quoted for an explanation.

13. Vinee, this publication.

4. Tiles L2037-2041, 2047,

13. Tiles L 2031, 2036, 2045-6, and 2048-2062.

16. Tiles 2059-2002.

17. Tiles 2031. 2036. 2045 and 2046,

18, Previously published: Allan 1999, 161, No. 48,

19. Previously published: Allan 1999, 161, No. 49.

200 The analyses were carried out on dilferent occasions and are here gathered together.

21, Gerrard 1999, 171-2; result counesy of A Vince, his TSNo. AG136. Comparison with analyses
by Neutron Activation confirmed it as an Antwerp product.

220 Analvsis result courtesy of A Vince, TSNo. V357, For Southampton finds see Gutiérrez and
Brown 1999,

23, This and the following tile was made availuble by C. Dumortier for analysis by the author
{Dumortier 1999, 108); interpretation of these results o be published elsewhere.

24, Hurst and Le Patourel 1999, 181-3: note that it incorrectly states that the analysis was done by
Neutron Activation, whereas it was by 1CP-AES and was partly quoted in Hughes and Gaimsier
1999, 178, Table 1. In the lutter it was noted that its analysis was similar to Neutron Activation
analyses ol tiles known 10 have been made in Antwerp. including one from Herkenrode Abbey,
Belgium (Musées Royaux d A et d'Histoire inv 2878).

25, Result counesy of A.Vince, TSNo. V359,

26. Result courtesy of A Vince, TSNo. V063,

27. Guuierrez and Brown 1999 analysis: A Vince TSNo. V358,

285, Previously unpublished analysis (author).

29. Hughes and Gaimster 1999, Gaimster and Hughes 1999,

30. Hughes and Gaimster 1999, 66.

1. Hughes and Gaimster 1999, 66.

32,0 Blake 1999, No.b. pp.23. 24 col. 2 end para 1. 26 end col.2.

3. Hughes and Gaimster 1999, 94: Tuble | item 4: Hurst 1999, p. 94 n, 28 briefly comments on
this result
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