
PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

SOMERSETSHIRE ARCHJEOLOGICAL AND 

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

DURING THE YEAR 

THE Seventy-Third Annual ~Ieeting of the Somersetshire 
.Archreological and Natural History Society was held at 

Crewkerne on Tuesday, ·Wednesday and Thursday, July 19th, 
20th and 21st. 

There was a large attendance at the Annual General )Ieeting, 
which took place in the Old Grammar School, beginning at 
11.20 a.m. The chair ·was taken by the retiring President, 
l\Ir .. A. HAMILTON THOl\1PSO:N, F.S.A., and he was supported by 
Sir C. Hercules Read, LL.D., P.S.A. (President-Elect), the Rev. 
Dr. Armitage Robinson, Dean of Wells, and )Ir. A. F. Somer
ville ( Vice-Presidents), the Rev. Dr. S. J.M. Price (Chairman of 
Council), :\Iessrs. Charles Tite and Remy Symonds (Hon. 
Secretaries), and ~Ir. H. St. George Gray (Asst.-Secretary and 
Curator). 

Mr. HENRY SYl\IO:NDS, one of the Hon. Secretaries, read the 
Annual Report, which was as follows :-

fil:be annual lReport. 
"In presenting the seventy-third annual report, the Council 

wishes to state that since the last annual meeting 90 new names 
have been added to the list of members. Losses caused by 
death and resignation for the year 1920-21 have been 53. 
The net gain has been 37. The total membership at date is 
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1054, against 1017 at the time of the annual meeting last 
year. Considering the necessary increase in the subscription 
this is regarded as very satisfactory. 

" The Society records ,,ith much regret the loss by death 
of )lr. YVimrnocL )Ir. Hndcl and several others. 

"The Rev. H. H. "Timrnocl, nI.A., F.G.S., the oldest member 
and one of the Yice-Presidents. joined the Society in 1860, 
ancl died at Bath on Christmas Day, aged QO years. An 
obituary notice of l\Ir. ,Yimrnod was published in the Pro
ceedings , vol. LXYL 

"Mr. Alfred E. Hncld, F.S.A .. F.E .s. (1884), 1 Recorder of 
the Entomological Section, died last autumn. He ,rns as
sociated with much antiquarian work in the ,vest , and was 
secretary and editor of the Clifton Antiquarian Club dming 
the "·hole period of its existence, 1884 to Hll2. He ,ms one 
of those chiefly responsible for the formation of the Natural 
History Sect.ions of the Society.:? 

" The Society has also lost by death :-l\liss Henrietta 
Badcock (lU0l). the Rev. S. 0. Baker (1892), Mrs. James 
Bennett ( lSUl ), widow of a former honorary secretar? of the 
Society, )Ir. Charles Bere (18~15L Mrs. A. )I. Boyle (1921), 
l\lr. Robert C. Bush (1S92). )lr. Sholto H. Harn (1903) . ~Ir. 
E. A. Hingston (1D04), Miss E. C. Impey (1880). Mr. F. W'. 
Lawrence (1906), )fr. ,Y. L. Leng (l8!17L ~Ir. F. C. )Iilford 
(Hll8). )Ir. F. G. Sage (H104) , :\Ir. J. G. E. Sibbald (1903) , 1\Ir. 
L. R. Tanner (1917) , Lady Tylor (Inl7). the Rev. Preb. H. 
Yaughan (1906), )Ir. C. N. Williamson (1!120) , and Mr. A. E. C. 
Woodhouse (1912). 

"The balance in hand on the Society"s General Account at 
the end of rn l D ,ms £14 13s. lOcl .. after ha Ying paid £50 of the 
cost of the Yolmne of Proceedings for that year. At the encl 
of Hl20 there ,ms an adverse balance of £8 12s. 6cl., and no 
payment had been made on account of the 1920 volume, as 
bills for external painting and repairs-work ·which had been 
long delayed owing to the war-had to be met. 

" The Society's property known as Castle Lodge and a 

l. The elates in brackets indicate the time of the member's election. 

2. See also Proceedings, LXVI, h;:iii. 
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garden adjoining the courtyard of the Castle have been re-let 
on .more advantageous terms than previously. 

" The net expenses attending the issue of Vol. LXVI of the 
Proceedings for 1920 amount to £324 1(38. 5d. This volume 
contains 288 pages, forty more than in the pre-vious year. It, 
is feared that this standard cannot be maintained, unless there 
is a decided decrease in the cost of printing. Special thanks 
are due to Dr. .A. C. Fryer for his generosity in defraying the 
cost of ten plates of Monumental Effigies. 

"Annual subsc1iptions exceeding the old minimum sub
scription of 10s. Gel. nmv bring in an additional income of 
about £222 (including the extra income derived from members 
elected~ under the new rules, since last July), but this is in
sufficient to meet the high prices prevailing. There are sti ll 
about 600 members ,Yho pay an annual subscription of 10s. Gel. 
only. and it is hoped that a large proportion of these will see 
their ,Yay to increase that amount as soon as possible. 

" A meeting of Local Secretaries ,vas held at Taunton Castle 
on April 21st for the first time~ when the representation of the 
Society in various parts of the county was considered and 
some new appointments recommended. A meeting of this 
kind will be held at least once a year. 

" The Bye-la,;,vs of the Society have been revised. and these, 
together ·with the new Rules, were printed in the last Yolume 
of Proceedings. 

"During the year ~fr. H enry Symonds has compiled a 
complete rough list of the manuscripts preserved ju the strong
room at Taunton Castle, and the assistant has ticketed all 
these documents, which are now arranged in books, boxes and 
bundles. A lexicographical index yet remains to be compiled. 

"Among the new acquisitions in the manuscript depart
ment of the Library are the following : A number of Court 
Rolls of Tintinhull and Charlton Adam, dating from 1624, 
presented by Mr. F. J. H. Hawkins (through the Re,;,~. G. ,-r. 
Saunders) ; about twenty Somerset deeds, mostly of the 
Stuart period, given by the Rev. J. D. C. Wickham ; tYrnlYe 
local deeds, etc., dating from the XYI Century, from ~Ur. C. 
Tite ; about 380 Somerset deeds and an album of manuscripts, 
presented by J\Ir. A. "T· Marks ; and volumes of notes having 
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reference to Phelps's 'History of Somerset,' acquired by the 
late Rev. Preb. C. Deedes and presented by :;_\Iiss Margaret H. 
Gl;yn. About one-half of the Society's collection of docu
ments has no,v been catalogued. 

"Small collections of printed books have been added to the 
Library by Miss Colfox, of Bridport, and from the estate of 
the late Lady Tylor. A set of the publications of the Canter
bury and York Society has been receiYed from the Rev. Dr. 
Price. Several useful reference books have been purchased 
from the income of the book funds, including Foster's ' .Alumni 
Oxonienses.' 

"The l\:Iuseum has acquired, chiefly by presentation, a large 
number of specimens to be else,vhere reported upon, including 
remains from Ham Hill and from local excavations, a large 
bell reputed to be from Ilchester Gaol, and an iron 'treasure ' 
chest. 

"The collections of Lace and Xeedlework, Lamps and 
Lighting Appliances, the \figles,vorth Birds, and the various 
series of iron objects have received special attention during 
the year. The Cornish collection of antiquities from Ham 
Hill, deposited on loan, has been removed from the )Iusenm, 
at any rate for a time. 

" Since the last meeting arclueologica1 excavations have 
been conducted by the Somerset Eartln-rnrks Committee on 
a prehistoric site at :;.\Iurtry Hill, Orcbardleigh Park. :;.\Ir. 
St. George Gray is preparing a report upon the "'Ork. Trial
exca,ations have also been in progress for a couple of days 
on a Roman site called ' Ollergrove,' elose to Barrington 
Court, the labonr for ,vhich ,ms kindly provided by Colonel 
Lyle. The pottery, etc., found, corresponds, for the most 
part, "itb the remains dug up on the same site in 191:L 

"Several enquiries have been made with regard to the 
rene,rnl of ,vork on the site of the Meare Lake Village. Ar
rangements have been made to conduct excavations there 
from August 29th to September 17th. Dr. Bnlleid and Mr. 
Gray will snperintend the work on behalf of the Society. A 
small fund has been accnmulating for this purpose for some 
time, but further donations ,,,ill be required for the sea.son's 
work. 
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"The excavations at Glastonbury Abbey have been re
co,mmenced, with the permission of the Trustees, under the 
co-direction of l\Ir. Bligh Bond and l\:Ir. Sebastian Evans. 
The work on the Loretto Chapel is to be completed and a 
trench cut from the south-west angle of the Lady Chapel 
towards the cloisters, in the hope of finding some foundations 
of the earlier churches mentioned by Adam of Domerham. 
The funds in hand are not nearly sufficient if the work is to 
be continued, and the treasurer, ~Ir. St. George Gray, will be 
glad to receive subscriptions for this work. 

" The Council notes with satisfaction that the Abbot's 
Kitchen with site-area of one-and-a-half acres,-which used 
in olden clays to form an integral portion of the medieval 
establishment of the Abbey of Glastonbury and has hitherto 
been in private hands,-has provisionally been secured for 
the Church of England by the Diocesan Trustees, at the price 
of £1,750, the purchase being subject, however, under the 
Abbey Trust Deed, to confirmation by the Archbishops' 
Council. Built 500 years ago the Kitchen is an interesting 
specimen of early Tudor architecture, which should be safe
guarded for the nation, not only as an ancient monument in 
itself worthy of preservation, but also by reason of the his
torical associations bound up with the great Benedictine 
monastery, of which it formed so prominent and useful an 
adjunct. It is the hope of the Council that both the Kitchen 
building and site-area may be incorporated in the grounds of 
the Abbey ruins to which they rightfully belong, and may also 
be preserved intact in their present condition. 

"The Bath and Wells Advisory Committee for the Pro
tection of Churches has heen formed this year, for the purpose 
of assisting clergy or parishioners who desire to obtain trust
worthy advice, without charge, on questions relating to the 
erection, restoration, and enlargement of churches or their 
fittings. This diocesan body, on which our Society is strongly 
represented, has already dealt with several applications. The 
chief objects of the Committee, of which Prebendary Hamlet 
is honorary secretary pro tenip., are set out under three headings 
in the Diocesan Gazette for l\'Iay, 1921. 

"The Ordnance Survey having appointed an Archamlogy 
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Officer (Mr. 0. G. S. Crawford), active steps are now being 
taken, through the medium of honorary correspondents in the 
various counties, to check and revise archmological informa
tion given on the 6-inch Ordnance Maps, to use an improved 
nomenclature, and to make additions in the light of recent 
archmological discoveries. The Society has been requested 
to give a helping-hand in furtherance of this scheme, and 
would, therefore, be glad to hear from those willing to revise 
Somerset maps, copies of which can be lent for the purpose. 
Further particulars may be obtained from the report of the 
Congress of Archmological Societies, sent to members with the 
programme of this meeting. 

"The Natural History Sections have held their usual 
meetings during the year. Both the Botanical and the Or
nithological Sections have appointed dfrisional recorders in 
the county; and the former has recently appointed, as its 
Presi<lent, Mr. J. W. White, author of the ' Flora of Bristol.' 
The Ornithological Section issued one of its longest reports 
last spring. In connection with the ,-i;ork of the Botanical 
Section, Dr. \Vatson's report on ' The Liverworts of Somerset' 
has been issued as a separate handbook, price 2s. The En
tomological Section has recently lost, by the death of ::.\Ir. F. 
Milton, a keen worker who gave a portion of his Insect col
lections to the Society, and kept the same in good condition. 
The I\Iicroscopical Section, formed a year ago, held hrn meet
ings during the \Y:inter, when a large number of microscopes 
and slides were brought to Taunton Castle for the benefit and 
instruction of those present. 

"The ~Iuseum was visited by 8962 persons last year, in
cluding 1704 visits from members. This shm-i;ed an increase 
of 202 over 1919, which was the largest total previously. 

"In accordance with Rule II one-third of the elected 
members of the Conncil retire annually by rotation, bnt are 
eligible for re-election. Those retiring at this meeting are 
M1. A. E. Eastwood, the Rev. Preb. Hamlet, the Rev·. J. 
Byrchmore and l\Ir. H. B. Sheppanl, all of ,-i;hom are willing 
to act again." 

l\Ir. A. F. So:\IERVILLE, in moving the adoption of t he 
Report, said it showed they were a very '· lfre " Society ·which 
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was progressing in all the chief branches of its work and 
activities. He trusted that a much larger proportion of the 
m~mbers would see their way to increase their small sub
scription, so that no department of the Society's work would 
suffer from curtailment. The speaker then proceeded to give 
a full explanation of the purchase of the Abbot's Kitchen at 
Glastonbury Abbey, and its withdrawal from auction at the 
price of £1,750. That sum would have to be raised by De
cember 24th next. 

The Rev. H. DURBIN LEWIS, Vicar of Crewkerne, seconded, 
and the Report was adopted unanimously. 

§inance.s. 
Capt. R. C. BOYLE, l\I.C., one of the Hon. Treasurers, pre

sented the Statement of Receipts and Payments for the year 
1920, and proposed its adoption. 

The Rev. Dr. S. J. l\I. PRICE, F.S.A., seconded, and the 
adoption of the accounts was then carried. 



QI n n trn 1 xt ccotmt'3' of tbc eomcrort'3'bi rc ff rrbMolorricn 1 trnb jf}ntttrnl 1):? i'3'torr soricq,. 
RECE IPTS AN D P AYl\rnNTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAH 1920. ({: ENERA L ACCO UNT). 

REC'E I PTB . PAY M E NTS. 

T o Hal!l,n co at Ra nk , 31 f" t Dec., 19l!l 
., M<> mbern' SuhRcriptions l!ll!l 

1920 
Hl21 

E n t r a nce F eeR 
,. Doliations-C-le110r a l .. . . .. 

T o lllnst rat ion >' Funcl , "l'rocccrlin gs," 191!l 

" i\ l llRC' lllH Rece ipts ... 
,, l'uhl ications a ncl Par ch men t s 
,, " ' ig-leswnrtl! Hooks 
. , HentR ... ... 
,, Annual i\l ceting, nri,1g-wa ter 

Diviclen,1R - New 1/, ea la ncl 4% Stock (Book 
Accoun t) .. . . .. 

5% \\' a.r Loan l\on d 

T r ansfer from \\' oor1wan1 F nn r1 
Capita l Account , 1920 

,. Rank OYorcl raft as at 31st Decem ber , 1920 

. £ s . d . 

13 2 fi 
591) 13 G 

12 1 0 

5 4 0 
21; 2 3 

4 6 0 
a JO 0 

12 0 fi 
2 12 7 

£ s . d . 

1-1 13 10 

61:> 17 0 
fi5 12 

31 6 3 
140 l G 11 

3.'-i 19 fi 
g 2 G I 

31 17 (i 

2 6 9 

7 Hi 0 

H 13 
H 12 fi 

£974 14. 4 

• 'The total cDst to the Soc iety of th e" Proccec1in g-s,' ' Vol. LXYI, for 1920, 
w a,R £32 1 16s. 517., of which nothing li ar'l heen pa.i,1 on :J l Deco mher , Hl20. 

fly Gen eral Prin t ing a nr1 Stationer y .. . 
,, F uel a 111l r,i g-h t ... .. . 
,, I{epai rs to Buil,1ings ... . .. 
,, Repa irs a nd UPn ewa ls of Furnishings 
,, Gene ral Postages a n,1 T<'l ogra m s 

Insura nces ... 
Hates ancl T a irns 

,, Petty Expenses 
,, Sumlry Pay m en ts 
,, Reu t of Yard ... ... ... 
,, W atennain , vay lcave ... . .. 
,, A,;s1stan t -8ecrotar y ancl Cnrn,tor 's Salary 
,, \\' ages of Staff 
,, Accounta nt's Ch ar ges 

"Pr oceed ings, " 19 I9 t (includin g- .£2G 2s. 3,1. 
s nbser ihed to Ill trnt rations F nnd ) 

Uc m oval of W igle,nvorth Collection 
,, Sn l>Rcript ions to Societies 
,, Books a m1 BoDkhinc1in g .. . 

Annual l\l ee ting 

Transfer t o \\·ig-lesworth De posit Accoun t 

Aucli tot1 a n r1 fo nll(l cor r ec t . Februa r y 12th , 1921. 

£ s. d . £ s. d . 
JR 8 2 
4fi 1 9 
74 14 g 
13 6 fi 
13 13 ::i 
30 3 8 

121 3 -t 
7 3 5 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 
0 1 0 

262 10 0 
147 !l (j 

5 5 0 
742 10 -t 

180 12 5 
5 11 2 
-t 13 6 

37 7 JO 
1 16 7 

49 9 1 
2 2 6 

£974 14 4 

---

A C . MOLE & CO., I11eorporafell Accountants, Taunton . 

H . ,T. BADCOCK, 
R. C. BOYLE, 

Hon . TrcaSlll'fTS . 
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To Transfer to General Account, 
,. Balance c/d 

Debited by Bank late ... 
To 'l'ransfer to General Account 

,. Balance - 5% War Loan l3oncl 
Deposit at l3ank 

WOODWARD FUND, 1920. 
£ s. d. 
]2 0 6 

155 10 7 

£167 11 1 

By Balance from 1919 ... 
,, Interest for the Y0ar 

,, Balance b/d 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT !LIFE MEMBERSHIP FEES). 
£ s. d. 

0 7 7 
2 12 7 

... 95 2 9 

... 129 3 3 

3 0 2 

22·1 6 0 

£22762 , 

By Balance, 1919- Deposit at Bank 
5% \Yar Loan Bond 

,, l3ank Interest ... 
,, Life l\Iembership Fees 

BOOK FUND . 

.. 30 3 0 
95 2 9 

£ s. cl. 
1~ 7 0 

5 4 1 

£167 11 1 

155 10 7 

£ s. cl . 

125 5 9 
2 5 5 

99 15 0 

£227 6 2 

By Balance from 19Hl (New Zealand 4% Inscribed Stock) ... £107 11 4 

WIGLESWORTH COLLECTIO N ACCOUN T. 

To Depoi:;it at Parr's Bank (\Yoodwarc1 Funcl) 
(Capital Account) ... 
(Wiglesworth Account) 

,, L ess Overdraft on General Account 

., New Zealand 4% Stock at cost 
,, 5% W a r Loan Bond (.£100) ... ... 
, , Balance being amount overdrawn on Receipts 

and Payments Account 

Aud_itcd and found correct, February 12th, 1921, 

I By Cash ... . .. 

I 

,, General Accou nt ... 
,, Inter est ... 

£ s. d. 
25 0 0 

2 2 6 
0 3 4 

'27 5 10 

£'27 5 10 
----

GENERAL STATEMENT. 
£ R. d. £ s. cl. 

155 10 7 
12fl 3 3 
27 5 10 

311 19 8 
8 12 6 

303 7 2 
107 11 4 

fl5 2 9 

R 12 6 

£514 13 9 

By Ha.lance, \Vooclwn,rcl Fund 
,, Capital Account 
,, Rook Fund ... 
,, \Yiglcsworth Account 

£ s. d. 
155 lO 7 
22.1 6 0 
107 11 .J 

27 5 10 

£514 13 9 

A. C. l\lOLE & CO., I11corporatecl Accowlfcrnts, Ta1111to11. 
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bearing upon certain matters connected with the feudal system. 
This volume will be issued to all who have paid their subscriptions 
for the years 1917 and 1918. 

Volmne XXXIV ,vill deal with records of Quarter Sessions in 
Somerset in the reign of Charles II. The mannscript is now ready 
for the printers. Among other materials a,vaiting publication 
there is an interesting document showing in great detail the internal 
economy of Glastonbury Abbey. 

The finances of the Society are, however, in a very unsatisfactory 
state. The cost of printing and binding has of late increased so 
largely that it will no longer be possible to issue an annual Yolume, 
unless the Society recefres a much larger measure of support in 
the future. 

An analysis of the List of Subscribers for 1918 is not without 
interest in this connection. Out of a total of 97, no less than 33 
were Libraries, many of them on the other side of the Atlantic ; 
17 were persons lfring in London or elsewhere at a distance. The 
whole County of Somerset, including even Bristo], yielded no more 
than 47. A few new subscriptions about counterbalance losses by 
death. 

It is only too obvious that, under present conditions, the Society 
cannot carry on its " Tork on an income of about £100 a year. 

Mr. A. F. Sol\IERVILLE said that unless the necessary sup
port came soon he feared the affairs of the Record Society 
would have to be ,vouncl up. 

The Rev. G. "\V. SAUNDERS made an appeal for more sub
scribers on behalf of Somerset and Dorset Notes ancl Queries. 

!Roman lRemam.s, 11\cpnsbam. 
An interesting announcement was made by Dom Ethelbert 

Horne, o.s.B., to the effect that he had lately seen some Roman 
remains uncovered in the new part of the cemetery on the 
13ristol Road at Keynsham. J\Ir. St. George Gray said he had 
already examined some of the specimens, all of which ,rnre 
undou btecliy Roman. The President suggested that a plan 
of the buildings might be obtained by probing along the walls. 

clCbc Wrcsincntiai annrcss. 
The President, Sir C. HERCULES READ, LL.D., then delivered 

his address entitled " Somerset Arch~ology-a Suggestion,' · 
which is printed as the first paper in Part II. 
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<ltbc .®ettl l0rcsincnt. 
)fr. HxmLTOX THff.'IPSO~ in proposing the election of Sir 

Charles Hercules Read, LL.D., P.S.A., F.B.A., as President of 
the Society for the ensuing year, said it was a pleasure to 
resign office in favour of such a distinguished successor-a man 
recognized as one of the chief arch3?ologists in England, pos
sessed of exceptional versatility and learning, coupled with 
administrative skill and initiatiYe. 

Mr. C. TrTE seconded the motion, ·which was adopted with 
acclamation. 

The new PRESIDEXT then took the chair, and assured the 
members he ·would do his utmost to help forward the "·ork of 
their Society. 

<!Election of ®fficcrs. 
)fr. SEBASTIAN Ev AXS proposed that the officers of the 

Society be re-elected, including the fonr outgoing members 
of the Council, viz., the Rev. J. ByTchmore, )fr. A. E. East
wood, the Rev. Preb. J. Hamlet and )Ir. H. B. SheppaTd; 
also the election of )fr. A. Hamilton Thompson as a Yice
President; and the follmving as Local Secretaries,-)Ir. F. 
Beale for YVeston-snper-)fare, )fr. Roger Clark for Street, Dr. 
H. Dovmes for Ilminster, the Re\'·. ,J. E. ,Y. Honnywill for 
Frome, the Rev. F. E. ,Y. Langdon for Chard, Mr. R. de 
Havilland Hoskyns for South Petherton, the Rev. H. D. 
Lmvis for CTcwkerne, and )Iiss Ida Roper for Bristol. 

)fr. F. BLIGH Boxn seconded the motion, ,vhich was carried. 


