
Proceedings 

of the 

Sontersetshire A rchteological and 

Natural Hi$tory Society, 

during the year I 876. 

T HE Twenty-eighth Annual Meeting of the Society was 
opened in the Banqueting room ofthe Guildhall of BATH, 

on Tuesday, July 18th, at 12 noon. The Chair was taken by 
the President, the Hight Honourable THE EARL OF CORK 
.AND 0KREitY. 

The PRESIDENT in opening the meeting said that he had 
great pleasure in having to propose Mr. JEROM MuRCH as his 
successor in office. He ventured to say that the Society could 
not select any one more fitted to fill the chair on the present 
occasion. Mr. Murch had shown himself deeply interested in 
everything connected with the city of Bath, and was thoroughly 
acquainted with all the ancient and modem associations of the 
place, and no movement, either for the benefit of the Society or 
for the advantage of the city, had been proposed without his 
taking a leading part. He was happy in being able to congra
tulate the Society on the prospect of having as fine a week as 
they enjoyed last year. He proposed Mr. Jerom Murch as 
President of the Society for the ensuing year. 
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The proposition was carried with acclamation. Lord Cork 
then left the chair which was taken by Mr. Murch, who ac
knowledged the great obligation of the Society and himself to 
Lord Cork for coming to the meeting that day at the cost of 
considerable personal inconvenience. 

The Rev. G. WILLIAJUS said that they ought not to allow 
Lord Cork to leave the chair without offering the thanks of the 
Society to him for the way in which he had fulfilled the office 
of President, and for the great help which he bad given them 
at the last Annual Meeting. He proposed that the thanks of 
the Society be voted to Lord Cork for so admirably performing 
the duties of the presidency. 

Col. PINNEY seconded the resolution, which was carried with 
acclamation. 

The Earl of CoRK expressed the gratification which he felt 
in doing what be was able to do last year for the welfare of the 
Society, and also in being present that day. 

The PRESIDENT then called upon the Rev. W. Hunt, 
Honorary Secretary, to read the 

~tport D~ tht Ofounqil. 
" The Council of the Somersetshire Archreological and 

Natural History Society have the honour of presenting to 
you their Twenty-eighth Annual Report, and beg to con
gratulate you on the progress made by the Society during the 
past year. 

"Since July, 1875, the number of subscribers has increased 
from 434. to 453. 

"The actual receipts have been in about the same proportion. 
The Council regret to announce that the amount of unpaid 
subscriptions is still so great that they think it their duty to call 
especial attention to it. The amount due at the end of last 
year was £110. A strong reminder hns been sent to each 
defaulter, with a printed order on a banker enclosed, and a 
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request that members will kindly sign it and send it to their 
bankers, to ensure a greater punctuality for the future. 

"The Council have to report that their Museum has been 
largely increased during the past year. They have no doubt but 
that the spacious accommodation afforded by their noble old 
Castle begins to be appreciated by the public. Besides minor 
gifts by Miss Vicentia Tynte and others, they have to record 
the presentation by Mrs. Quekett of the Museum of Natural 
History and Ethnological objects, collected by Professor 
Quekett and Mr. Edward Quekett, of Langport. They 
have also to report the important acquisition of 141 vols. of 
the publications of the Record Commissioners. These were 
formerly held by the Taunton and Somerset Institution, but 
by consent of the Committee of the Institution and with the 
sanction of the Master of the Rolls, they have been transferred 
to the library of this Society. 

"Since the last annual meeting an important addition has 
been made to the property of the Society. A dwelling house 
and garden, with a large frontage· to the river, extending to the 
outer moat and immediately adjoining the Castle garden, were 
offered for sale, and the question of purchasing them for the 
Society was considered at a special general meeting of the 
members on the 17th of March last. The meeting was largely 
attended, and was unanimous in its determination to buy the 
property for the sum of .£460. 

" The Council desire to express their satisfaction at the pur
chase, and to endorse the opinion that its possession will be 
of great importance, both in preventing any obnoxious business 
being carried on so near the Museum, and also in its direct 
future utility to the Society. 

"In making this report the Council wish particularly to con
vey their thanks to Mr. Sloper, by whose forethought and 
friendly assistance they were alone able to make the purchase. 
1.'his sum of .£460 will be met in part by a fund now amounting 
to about £120, raised as a memorial to your late Secretary, 
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)lr. Wm. Arthur Jones, and which the subscribers have 
UJ!.derta.ken to make over to the Society on condition that some 
record of the gifts be placed on the premises. 

~'Appended to their report the Council present a balance
llheet of the costs of the whole Castle property, and of the con~ 
trlbutions and collections made in its behalf. It will be seen 
that the sum still due amounts to £1,123 12s. Id. Some gen~ 
tlemen who attended the general meeting convened to consider 
the question of the new purchase, generously set on foot a new 
subscription, which in a few days reached the sum of £71. 
The Council are not however confident that a second appeal to the 
county for further funds at the present moment would be generally 
acceptable. The7 would gladly invite the opinion of Members 
of the Society upon this subject, and hope, before they separate, 
that something definite and popular may be set on foot. The 
plan of yearly subscriptions for this special purpose has been 
strongly recommended and backed up by a promise of liberal 
support by Mr. Sanford, of Nynehea.d Court, and other 
gentlemen. 

'' It should be remembered that the one great object kept 
in view by the Council in their desire to pay off the debt, 
is that of enabling them to appropriate the Castle Hall to the 
purposea of the Museum, which they are now prevented from 
doing by want of funds, 

''Nothing has been expended on the Castle itself during th~ 
past year, beyond the cost of a few necessary repairs and fittings. 
All restorations have been postponed until the Building Com. 
mittee, appointed in 1875, shall have examined and reported 
11pon the fabrlo. But the Council are of opinion that before 
long certain out-buildings of u10dern construction, which deface 
the appearance of the Castle court, ougltt to be removed. 

'' The yearly income, froJD letting the Castle Hall and the 
School premises amounts to about £85, The interest of the 
debt connected with the original purohase will be about £3l), 
It wiU be eeen therefo:~;e that the Society holds a yearly balancQ 
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In their current account, sufficient to allay any fears of the 
soundne88 of their finances. 

"The present rental of the house just purchased is £23. 
The interest of the money borrowed for the purchase will be 
about £18. 

" As it was desirable that additional Trustees should be ap-o 
pointed, a special general meeting of the Members of the Society 
was held on the 16th of September for that purpose, when the 
following four gentlemen were appointed :-Sir Alexander 
Acland Hood, Bart., Messrs. Henry Danby Seymour, William 
Stephen Gore Langton, and Edward J. Stanley. 

" The Council are happy to be able to report the completion 
of an Index to the first 20 vols. of the Society's Proceedings. 
The Index is published as a separate volume, and offered for 
sale at the same price as the other volumes, viz., 6s. 6d. This 
volume contains in addition to the Index of the Society's Pr~ 
ceedings, the Indexes of the Records of the Dean and Chapter 
of Wells. edited by Mr. F. H. Dickinson, and the Rev. W. 
Hunt, with a Preface on the nature and importance of these 
documents by Mr. Dickinson. It will be gratifying to the 
Society to hear that these objects (so long desired) have been at 
length attained. 

"The Committee report the want of an Honorary Secretary 
residing near the head quarters of the Society at Taunton, and 
beg to recommend the appointment of Mr. Turner, who has 
kindly conducted the business for several months. 

'' The Council recommend the adoption of this course. 
" The following Members of the Committee go out by 

rotation :-Messrs. W. Meade King, T. Meyler, J. F. Norman, 
W. P. Pinchard, Rev. J, W. Ward, and Mr. Charles J. 
Turner." 

The Report was duly adopted. 
Mr. 0. W. M.ALET, Honorary Secretary, said that it gave 

him great pleasure to be able to lay before the Society a 
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detailed statement of the receipts and expenditure connected 
with the purchase of the Castle of Taunton. He then read the 
following balance sheet :-

~aunton ~astt~ ~urthase ~ttount. 

To Purchue Money of Taunton Cutle 
,. Legal espenoeo ... 

DR. 

£1,810 0 0 
62 0 0 

., Purchue ofHoate and Garden adjoiningtheCutle, wUhlrlterat £488 11 6 . 

.. Legal n:penoa ... 13 11 0 

., FUtu,..,., Furniture, &c., of Great Ball, at a -.aluatlon 

., B.epain to BuUdingo, .Alteration• to Muoeum, Great Ball, and Curator'a 
.A partmentl ... 

., Painting and Decorating ... 
• hpenaeo attending removal of the 8ociety'o Collection 
., BemoYal or Bull dingo, making and repairing of l'atho, &o, ... 
,. lronmonrer and Gufttter ... 
,. Alterinr, re-llsing, and purchuinr Specimen and Boolr. c .... 
, "Rateo, Tu•, and Insurance 
., Great Hall hpeoeeo :-

Gu ... 
Attendance and oleanlng 

., Printing, Btatloner:r, and Pootqu 
,. Architect'• charge• 
., lntereot on Money borrowed 
,. Sundry c!ilbunementl 

By Donation• 
,. Proceed• of "Cutle Week," .Auroat, 187:1 

" Ditto of Fanor Ball, Urd December, 1876 
,. Ditto of Spelling Bee, 211th February, 1876 

, Intereat on Deposita at 8tuckey'a Banlr. 
., Rento from Mldanmmer, 1876 :-

Mr. Veraey 
Mr. OUlett 
Cutle Ball 

, Balance doe to Btuolr.ey'a Banldng Co. 

CR. 

£liS 1( 4 
1111 0 

£ I 4 

1,1102 0 0 

410 8 5 

Ill !I 0 

lilt 13 0 
6i 'I I 
ll( 16 8 

30 18 0 
(!I 18 0 

103 5 11 
u 6 0 

ae 6 j 

4tl 3 8 
19 6 8 

Ill 11 • a o 11 -----
,e4,319 3 0 

.e I 4 
8,1(13 11 0 

685 I 8 
:IS 18 0 
lit 0 0 
5 Ill 8 , 

68 11 11 
1~ 0 0 

11!1111 0 

l,lt3 12 1 

£4.8211 s 0 

The PRESIDENT then called upon Mr. 0. W. Malet, in the 
absence of the Treasurers, to read the following 
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TA.! TreMVrw• in .Account with tM SOfMf'mlhir~ ..drclu2ological Gild 

DB. 
1875. Aug. 8. 

Nahlral Hiltory Srx:Mty. 
CR. 

B7 Balance of former Account 
,. Subecriptiona 
,. Entrance Fen ... 
,. E>.eunlon Ticketl ••• 
" Ba.Je or J'ixtorea at old 

Muaeum ... ... . .. 
., 8ale of Volumee of Pro-

ceedlnga ..• .•• • •• 
., Mueeum Admt.oion Pen •• 
" Tranaferrod fmm Cutle 

Purcbue Fund, on -
CODDt of PriDtiDg, Bee •••• 

£ ' " 2t 16 I 
!110 11 0 

liO 0 0 
20 6 0 

18 0 0 

1 Ill 0 
Ill 11 7 

6 0 0 

£310 Ill 11 

1876-8. 
To Ex~naea attending Annual Heetluga 

Bee. •• ••• ••• "' ••• 
,. Stationel")", Printing, &e. • •• 

Coa.J, Gaa, Water ••• ••• • •• 
Repalra, Cuea, ltc. • • ••• • •• 

.. " 
11 18 1 
18 11 3 
28 0 ll 
4 G 1 

86 0 0 Curator'• SaLu-7 to June ll4th, 1878 
Balanee of Account for Printlur 

Vol. XX. ••• 64 7 8 
Illuatrationa ••• • • U 11 0 
Insurance •• ••• ••• ••• 7 8 
Beportinr • .• ••• ••• ... 3 :a o 
Pnrcbueofllooko, Spocimena, &c .... 16 17 8 
Subacription to Harleian 8ocletr,I87G 1 1 0 
Ditto, to Pa.leontograpbica.J Bocletr, 

0 
0 

1876 ... ... ... ... ... 1 
Ditto, to llaJ Society, 1878 .. 1 
Tranaferred to Cutle Purcbue 

Fund liom Capt. Newnham, J!eb, 
16th, credited In error ... ... 1 1 0 

" Bxpen- attending nmonl of the 
Quekett collection •• ... ... 7 15 0 

7 10 • 
17 .. 

" Poatagea, Carrlap,lte. 
., Sundrlea 

Ba1anoe UI1S 0 

£810 19 11 = H., B. J., lt D. BADCOCK, no......,..,.,, 
Examined, oompared with the 'rOnchera, and found correct, Julrl4th, 187G, 

W, If. KELLY. 
W. HEADE KING. 

These accounts were declared adopted. 
The Vice-Presidents were re-elected, with the addition of the 

Earl of Cork. 
The Treasurers were re-elected, and a cordial acknowledg

ment made of the efficient manner in which they performed the 
duties of the office, and the kindness with which they devoted 
time to the interests of the Society. 

Mr. E. A. FREEMAN, D.C.L., proposed the election ofthe 
Honorary Secretaries. It was somewhat difficult to say any
thing on an annual motion which people had not heard before in 
some fashion or another. Now however an idea had come into 
his head which he believed was quite new. There was a sin
gular likeness which he hoped to establish between their excellent 
Secretaries and King Harry the Eighth. He did not mean in 
personal appearance, nor in all their ways of going on. As the 
Members might remember, and it was to be hoped that they 
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did know and remember it, King Henry the Eighth was the 
last elected King of England. He was elected in a remarkable 
manner, for he wrote with his own hand the plan for his own 
election. He did not suggest the possibility of any other can
didate, and ordered that at a certain stage of the proceedings 
the people were to shout with a loud voice, " Yea, yea, King 
Harry." In the same way the Secretaries had drawn a device 
for their re-election, which had heen put into his hand, and 
when he came to the end of his little speech his hearers were to 
cry out, "Yea, yea, Hunt and Malet." The Secretaries how
ever proposed that they should receive a colleague, a course 
which King Henry would scardely have taken. The way in 
which Mr. Malet had conducted and carried through the pur
chase of the Castle had conferred a great benefit on the Society. 
As regarded the work of their other Secretary, he considered 
that great improvements had been made in the form and matter 
of the Annual Volume. He had been pleased to see a specimen 
copy of the Index to the Society;s Proceedings. It was a work 
which had been long wanted, and he was happy to think that 
that want was now well supplied. He knew that there was an 
idea that any one could make an index ; he could tell them from 
his own experience that it was one of the most difficult things 
to do well. A large number of indexes were really useless, or 
worse than useless ; they contained references to subjects or 
events which everybody knew about, and left out all the L'pecial 
points which you wanted to look up. He had examined this 
index, and he was glad to find that it took•notice of things 
which were really of interest and importance, and though there 
must be some slips in a work of this kind, he believed that but 
very few would be found. Mr. Hunt and Mr.' Malet each had 
their own sphere of work for the Society. Neither of them 
lived at bend quarters, and he understood that the presence of a 
Secretary at the Cal!tle to look after the many little matters 
which arose day by day would be beneficial to the Society and 
was much wished at Taunton. He begged to propose the re.: 
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election of Messrs. Hunt and Malet, and the election, as a third 
Secretary, of Mr. C. J. Turner, of Taunton. 

Mr. J. BATTEN seconded the proposition, and it was carried 
unanimously. 

The following gentlemen were elected Members of the Com
mittee :-Messrs. R. Meade King, 'f. 1\feyler, J. F. Norman, 
)V. Pinchard, Chas. Eden, and F. Smith. 

The Local Secretaries were re-elected, with the addition of 
Mr. Fox, of Wellington. 

Mr. HUNT proposed the re-appointment of Mr. W. Bidgood as 
Assistant Secretary and Curator. He spoke of the valuable 
services which Mr. Bidgood performed for the Society, and 
mentioned that he had been of the greatest help to him in the 
preparation of the Index volume, and had made the Natural 
History references his special care. The proposition was 
seconded by Mr. C. MooRE, who spoke of the talent which Mr. 
Bidgood displayed in the illustrations which be had done for the 
Society. The proposition was carried unanimously. 

Mr. HuNT desired to draw forth some expression of opinion 
as to the place of the next Annual Meeting. It would be re
membered that Dulverton had been suggested more than once; 
and there were many things to recommend it, but he thought 
that it would not be an easy matter to arrange for the enter
tainment and conveyance of a large party in so small a town. 
It was a long time since the Society had met at Glastonbury, 
and the record of the proceedings there left much to be desired. 
A meeting at Glastonbury would give them an opportunity of 
pearing the conclusion of Mr. Freeman's King lne, and this 
would complete a most valuable part of their Journal. At 
the same time he would cheerfully undertake to do his best to 
arrange a meeting at any place which the Members might 
choose. 

Mr. J. BATTEN considered that the place of meeting should 
always be left to tlie Council. 

Mr. HUNT quite agreed with Mr. Batten, though at the same 
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time he believed that it would be well to follow the precedent 
of the lMt few years by making it a subject of discussion at 
the annual meeting, in order that the Ca.uncil might be infonned 
of the wishes of those Members of the Society who were most 
constant in their attendance at these meetings; and might 
also gain eome hints which would a88ist them in making their 
eelection. 

Mr. FBBEKAN ~id that he certainly hoped, before long, to 
Snish what he had to say about King lne at GliUitonbury, for 
that was the most fitting spot in which they could discU88 the 
character of his laws. This year, however, he must beg to be 
let off, ae he had much other work on hand. He thought that 
the claims of Bridgwater as a place of meeting had been most 
strangely overlooked by the Society; he did not remember that 
they had ever visited that town. 

The Rev. H. M. ScARTH said that the second meeting of the 
Society was held at Bridgwater. 

Mr. HUNT said that the meeting to which _Mr. Scarth 
referred was a quarterly meeting, and that the report of it 
occupied little more than a single page of their Journal. In 
1856, the Members of the Society, instead of independent p~ 
ceedings, joined the Congress of the Britiah Archreological 
As .. ociation, which was held at that place. In 1858, a meet
ing was held in Bridgwater, under the preaidency of Mr. 
P. Bouverie, but the excursions were stopped by the rain. 
He thought that the Society might well hold another meeting 
there next year, in case it proved difficult to make proper 
arrangements at Dulverton. The matter might now be referred 
to the Council. He thought that what had p1U188d justified the 
couree he had taken in bringing the question before the meeting, 
aa the Council would now have before them the claims of 
Bridgwater in caee it was necessary to abandon Dulverton. If 
Bridgwater WIUI not taken this year, it ought no doubt to be 
chosen before long. 

Eight new Members were elected. 


