
PROCEEDINGS
OP THE

SOMERSETSHIRE ARCHEOLOGICAL AND

NATURAL HISTORr SOCIETY,

FOR THE YEAR 1871.

HE Twenty-third Annual Meeting of the Society was

JL held at Crewkerne, on Tuesday, August 29th,

1871, under the presidency of Edward A. Freeman,

Esq. M.A. D.C.L.

In the unavoidable absence of the President Sir W.
C. Medlycott, Bart. Lord Arthur Hervey, the Lord

Bishop of the Diocese, moved that Edward A. Freeman,

Esq. D.C.L.
,
the President elect, take the Chair, at the

same time congratulating the members of the Society on

having chosen as their President a gentleman so eminently

qualified to fill the office. The motion was carried by ac-

clamation, and Mr. Freeman took the Chair as President

for the year.
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2 TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING.

The Honorary Secretary, Mr. William Arthur Jones,

read the

EEPOET OF THE COUNCIL.

“In presenting their Twenty-third Annual Report, the

Council have the pleasure to announce that the Society

continues to sustain its position as a valued institution in

the county, and that by the accession of new members, the

losses occasioned by death and removal are more than

made up.

The Museum of the Society has lately received a val-

uable addition in the series of Somersetshire Minerals,

contributed and arranged by Mr. Spencer Geo. Perceval.

The Council have also the pleasure to report that they

have received two valuable contributions of objects of

interest from His Excellency the Rajah of Sarawak.

In accordance with a Resolution passed at the last

General Meeting, a memorial was duly forwarded to Her

Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Home Department,

urging the importance of placing the more interesting

monuments of antiquity under the supervision of the State.

The Council regret that Her Majesty’s Government have

not as yet thought fit to take any steps towards carrying

out that object, but they earnestly trust this may be done

before the memorials of the past history of the land are

irretrievably lost or destroyed.

The Committee, during the past year, have thought it

desirable to charge a small entrance fee for admission into

the Museum, and they have the pleasure to report that,

while the number of visitors has greatly increased, the

receipts from this source will go fixr towards providing new

cases required for the more suitable classification of the

various collections of interest belonging to the Society.

The Council have the pleasure to announce that a



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 3

memorial has been erected, during the past year, by the

contributions of some of the members of the Society, in

Bishops Lydeard Church, to the Rev. F. Warre, for many

years one of its General Secretaries, in token of their

esteem, and in grateful acknowledgement of his valued

services.

The Somersetshire Glossary is in the press
; and the

Volume of Proceedings for the past year is now ready, and

will be issued to the members in the course of a few days.^’’

The following

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
was presented on behalf of the Treasurers :

—

jJte Crrasurers in ^crount li^e ^omrrsftsttrr ^rrproIoQtcal antr

Lr. iaatural ?^istorg ^oftetg. Cr.

1870.
August 17 £ s d

By Balance of former account 121 13 0
,, Subscriptions 160 10 0

„ Entrance Fees 7 0 0

„ Excursion Tickets ... 4 12 6

„ Museum Admission Fees 11 10 11

£ 305 6 5

1870-71,

£ s d

By Expenses attending Annual
Meeting, &c

„ New Glass Case, Repairs, &c.
„ Stationery, Printing, &c. ...

,, Mr. May for Printing and
Binding Vol. XV

,, Ditto on account of Printing
Vol. XVI

,, Messrs, Parker, Printing
llJustraiions of Wells ...

,, Drawing and Printing Illus-

trations

,, Curator’s Salary, I year, to
Augusts, 1871

„ Coal, Gas, &c.

„ Rent, 1 year, to Midsum-
mer, 1871

„ Insurance

„ Subscription to Palaeon-
tographical Society, 1871

„ Subscription to Ray Society,
1871

,, Postage of Volumes of
“ Proceedings ”

„ Postage, Carriage, &c.

,, Sundries
Balance

11 4 6
19 6 1

13 15 9

51 12 0

40 0 0

7 18 0

37 10 0
11 0 1

30 0 0
7 6

1 1 0

1 1 0

3 10 7
7 9 2
1 10 9

47 19 10

£ 305 6 5

August, 1871, Balance ... £ 47 19 10

H. R. H. J. & D. BADCOCK,
Treasurers.

August 25, 1871, Audited and found correct,

Wm. P. PINCHARD.



4 TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING.

On the motion of F, H. Dickinson, Esq., seconded by

the Kev. Prebendary Scarth :
—“ The Report of the

Council, and the Treasurers^ Report were received and

adopted.^’

The Vice-presidents were re-appointed, with the addition

of Sir W. C. Medlycott, Bart.

The Treasurers and General Secretaries were re-elected.

The following gentlemen were elected as Members of the

Committee ;—Mr. H. Alford, Mr. Edwards Beadon, Capt.

Doveton, Mr. Octavius W. Malet, Mr. Cecil Smith, Rev.

W. P. Williams.

The Local Secretaries were re-elected, with the addition

of Mr. W. B. Sparks for the Crewkerne district.

On the motion of Mr. William Arthur Jones, seconded

by the Rev. Prebendary Scarth, who both spoke in high

terms of the value of his services, Mr. William Bidgood

was re-elected as Curator of the Museum.

Mr. Jones read a letter from Mr. John Batten, regret-

ting his being unable to attend the meeting, and proposing

that :—“ The Council be requested to take under its con-

sideration the expediency of extending the area of its

operations to the County of Dorset.”

This proposition gave rise to a long discussion, in which

the Lord Bishop, Mr. Troyte Bullock, Mr. Dickin-

son, the Rev. Prebendary Scarth, and the Secretary

took part. As no member of the Society seconded the

resolution the subject dropped.

On the motion of Mr. Dickinson, it was resolved :

—

“That the Committee be empowered to make arrange-

ments for the next Annual General Meeting, and for the

appointment of President.”


