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The enhancement cheme f1 r Wells Cath dra l Green, when the Id tarmacc am surface wa 
rep laced by ston paving. enabled a serie f ma ll-scale archaeological excavati n and record ing 
works to be im I I ented ight separate trenches or area \ ere in tigated bet\ een 1987 nd 
1989, most!_ rec rding th surfaces,. hi h ere graded down tor cei e the ne,\ paving la 
but occasiona l! xcavating r recording to a gr at r depth where new mains ervice were 
insta lled Fig. I). Mo t ofth rec rding was of relatively recent construction layers assoc iated 
with the l 9th-century renovation of th We t Front but a numb r of large postholes were 
ex avated \ hich allowed recording of medie al 'eatures and tratigra hy i eluding the 
di p sit ion of the I 2th-cemury fou ndation pad for the cathedra l. This short not wiU nl_ detai l 
the medieval fearures or layer recorded in these works Fig. 2). 
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v.'HL S CATHEDRAL WEST FRONT EXCAVAT IONS 1987 - 1988 

fig . _ Trench 5 and medieval postholes 
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The arl iest finds were a few small sherd ofRoman /British pottery whi h were re idua l in 
l 9th-century features . he earlie t feature was context 72 in trend, 5. a spread f worn cobbles 
associated with l1Lh- ntury pollery. he cobbl e had been cut by the cathedral fo undations 
which were laid down in 11 79-80. and had been partl co erect b mortor splashe I the 
construct ion of the founda tion . Too !in\ f the cob l spread , a e for its fun tion to be 
interpreted. 

The cathedral founda tion pad. record d in trenche 2. 5 and 6, was made ofrubbl tone in 
mortar and was I. 111 deep . TI1e foundat ions record d were as ociat d with the west front 
buttres e but in trench 6 excavation were undertaken to exam.in th junction f buttress 3 
with th main wa ll and it, a een that the oundation of the west wall and the buttres es were 
of one ui ld. The materials used in Lhe fo undations were not .nifonn, with different 10n types 
and mortars being employed. J1 , as n t d that th but1res es did not stand squarely on the 
founclati ns which may mean that either there was a light change f bui lding design b tween 
the con truct ion of the fo undation and the raising of the west front, a period of about - years. 
or that the fi undation pad was planned to accommodate ome leeway. 

Th onstruct ion the west from cade did n t omrnence unt il about LJ and was 
complet din about 1240 although the tatua:ry was no finished umil 14~#. Medieval co truction 
feature and deposit s w re recorded in tren hes 2, 5, 7 and 8 although n n were close! dateable . 

In trenche 7 and 8 a thick layer f yello \. stone dust and .freestone chippings . 15-0 .2111 
deep was recorded . Th.is depo it wa lat r that tbe norrh w, 11 of the Mary Mrtche ll Memorial 
Garden , hich is poss i ly o early I th-century dat nd hares th same alignment of the 
earl ier nglo- axon cathedral buildin0 s. The wall may, in fuct. ha e been bu ilt to pro ide a 
bounda1; between these older bu ildings and th constru ti n. work ~ r the new cathedral which 
were ommencing to the n rth. A small s ndage on the souLh ide of the wall fail ed to record 
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any stone dust and it is possible that the area nonh of the wall and south west of the west front 
was used as a masons' yard during the west front constructions. The stone dust is probably 
connected with the 13th-century works although it may be associated with the building of the 
south west tawer which started in 1365: it is certainl1 pre-I 5th century. 

Three large poslhole complexes were excavated and recorded in trench 5 - cuts 027, 065 
and 088 (Fig. 2). Each of these features had been reused in the 19th century for large wooden 
sca ffolding poles but all contained medieval pottery in their ti lls. None of the pottery was 
closely dateable but all appeared to be of the 14th or 15th century. No postholes or pits were 
seen to belong to the 13th century. but it seems probable that whenever new construction or 
renovation projects were unde11al-en on the west front the builder reopened earlier scaffold 
holes. 

The various phases of the west front archaeological worl-s were directed by R.A. Croft, R. 
Adkins. J. Sampson. E. Dennison, R. Lunnis. and C. and N. Hollinrake. The fu ll archive has 
been deposited with the Somerset Record Office. The finds have been accessed by the Somerset 
County Museum. Taunton. 
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